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MINUTEIeOT^E  PKOeSEDINGS 


Pebial  Sotitli^^fer^^       Itnnsglbania, 


AT  ITS  TWENH-FIRST  ANNUAL  SESSION, 

HBLD  AT 

PHILADELPHIA,  JUNE,  1870. 


The  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  met  in  the 
hall  of  the  College  of  Physicians  at  Philadelphia,  June  8,  1870,  at 
11  o'clock  A.M. 

The  President,  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Wallace,  of  Erie  County,  occupied 
the  chair,  supported  by  Vice-Presidents  Dr.  Wm.  R.  Findley,  of 
Blair,  Wm.  H,  Pai^coast,  of  Philadelphia,  and  A.  M.  Pollock,  of 
Alleghany. 

The  Treasurer,  Dr.  Wm.  Mayburry  ;  the  Permanent  Secretary, 
Dr.  Wm.  B.  Atkinson;  and  the  Recording  Secretary,  Dr.  A.  H. 
Fish,  were  also  present. 

Rev.  J.  L.  WiTHROW,  of  Philadelphia,  opened  the  meeting  with 
prayer. 

Dr.  James  Aitken  Meigs,  of  Philadelphia,  welcomed  the  dele- 
gates in  the  following  address : — 

Mr.  President  and  Gentlemen,  Members  of  the  Medical  So- 
ciety OP  the  State  of  Pennsylvania:  The  members  of  the  Phila- 
delphia County  Medical  Society  and  the  physicians  in  general  of 
Philadelphia  welcome  you  again  to  your  labors,  and  with  hearty 
good-will  once  more  offer  you  the  hospitalities  of  their  city.  It  is 
their  earnest  wish  that  this,  your  twenty-first  annual  meeting,  may 
prove  alike  pleasant  and  profitable  in  its  results — very  pleasant  to 
yourselves  through  the  harmony  of  its  proceedings  and  the  oppor- 
tunity which  it  affords  for  social  relaxation  and  the  interchange  of 
professional  thought — very  profitable  to  the  community  through 
your  scientific  labors. 

SIXI^H  series. — PART  I.  2 
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With  commendable  zeal,  and  at  the  sacrifice  of  time  and  money, 
you  have  gathered  together  this  day  from  all  parts  of  the  common- 
wealth. From  the  populous  and  busy  cities,  from  the  thriving 
villages,  from  the  sequestered  and  thinly-settled  tracts  of  the 
Keystone  State,  you  have  assembled  for  the  noble  purpose  of 
endeavoring  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  sick  and  suffering  man 
by  promoting,  through  your  individual  and  combined  researches, 
our  knowledge  of  the  essential  nature  of  disease  and  the  best 
methods  for  its  relief. 

You  convene  under  remarkable  circumstances,  and  in  the  pre- 
sence of  extraordinary  issues.  These  issues  have  not  sprung  up  in 
the  bosom  of  the  profession,  but  are  steadily  pressing  upon  it  from 
without  as  problems  demanding  solution.  Whether  it  be  wiser  to 
discuss  these  problems  now,  or  leave  them  to  be  solved  by  time, 
that  great  rectifier  of  all  difficulties,  is  for  you  to  determine.  In 
arriving  at  your  conclusion  you  will  not  forget,  however,  that 
medicine  is  duplex  in  its  relations;  that  it  is  intimately  connected 
with  science  on  the  one  hand,  and  with  the  endless  cares,  the  wants 
and  sufferings  of  humanity  on  the  other.  Its  fibres  of  connection 
and  dependeoce  run  out  freely  into  all  the  ramifications  of  science. 
In  turn,  its  ranks  are  pressed  upon  by  all,  and  penetrated  by  many 
of  the  social  movements  of  the  day.  The  medicine  of  any  particular 
age  will  always  reflect  the  scientific  and  the  social  characters  of 
that  age.  Our  profession  must,  therefore,  be  constantly  varying, 
continually  suffering  innovations  from  the  progress  of  science  and 
the  fluctuations  of  humanity. 

The  medical  profession,  though  eminently  conservative,  cannot, 
does  not  stand  still.  Your  published  Transactions  bear  evidence 
of  this.  They  show  that  your  labors,  whether  directed  to  the  sci- 
entific or  humanitarian  aspects  of  medicine,  have  a  progressive 
character.  But  they  also  show  that  you  have,  in  the  main,  been 
cautious  not  to  confound  speculation  in  science  with  true  advance- 
ment in  knowledge,  nor  to  mistake  mere  social  agitation  for  human 
progress.  You  have  always  distinguished  between  the  silently  but 
steadily  advancing  waters  of  the  river  carrying  fertilization  in  its 
course,  and  the  noisy  waves  which,  flung  upon  its  banks  in  conse- 
quence of  some  obstruction  in  its  channel,  recede  again  and  are  lost 
in  the  main  current  when  that  obstruction  is  removed. 

Never  were  caution  and  discrimination  more  required  in  your 
deliberations  than  at  present.  The  esprit  de  corps  of  the  medical 
profession,  never  clearly  understood  nor  distinctly  recognized  by 
the  public,  is  now  almost  wholly  ignored.  From  the  earliest  time 
the  profession  of  medicine  has  naturally  and  instinctively  asserted 
its  claims  to  be  regarded  as  a  peculiar  calling  in  which  the  ordi- 
nary laws  regulating  the  conduct  of  trade  and  commerce  require  * 
modification.  This  conviction,  after  a  long  lapse  of  time,  has  found 
its  expression  in  the  enunciation  of  a  series  of  ethical  principles 
which,  embodied  in  a  written  code,  seeks  to  regulate  the  conduct 
of  physicians  towards  each  other,  and  attempts,  furthermore,  to 
define  the  reciprocal  duties  of  physicians  and  the  public.  The  code 
of  ethics  adopted  by  the  American  Medical  Association  may  be  re- 
garded as  the  first  attempt  to  define,  in  a  general  way,  the  consen- 
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sual  obligations  which  lie  between  physicians  and  the  community. 
From  this  attempt  has  sprung  up  a  curious  feeling  of  antagonism 
between  the  medical  profession  and  the  community  at  large,  which, 
though  not  avowed,  is  practically  manifested  in  various  ways.  The 
public  readily  enough  recognizes  the  principle  of  reciprocity  of 
benefit  as  between  itself  and  the  medical  fraternity,  but  completely 
ignores,  to  its  own  great  injury,  the  mutuality  of  responsibility 
which  is  always  associated  with  that  of  benefit.  Although  fullj' 
aware  that  in  their  very  nature  the  services  rendered  by  physicians 
diflfer  wholly  from  the  tangible  and  material  products  which  con- 
stitute the  basis  of  the  ordinary  occupations  of  life,  such  as  the 
purchase,  sale,  and  transfer  of  property,  the  manufacture,  sale,  and 
carriage  of  goods,  etc.,  it  neverthelea0  insists  that  professional  ser- 
vices, which  are  the  intangible,  immaterial  fruits  of  skill  and  judg- 
ment alone,  must  be  considered  as  purely  commercial  transactions, 
.and,  therefore,  measured  by  the  same  standards  of  value.  While  it 
acknowledges  that  every  physician,  as  a  member  of  society,  has 
rights  of  which  he  cannot  be  deprived,  and  in  the  exercise  of  which 
he  is  entitled  to  remuneration  for  services  granted  to  others,  it  still 
demands  of  the  profession  an  unusually  large  consumption  of  time 
and  exhibition  of  skill  in  purely  charitable  and  philanthropic  under- 
takings, both  private  and  public.  It  very  properly  demands  of  the 
physician  skill,  diligence,  and  fidelity  in  the  performance  of  his 
duty,  but,  singularly  enough,  requires  no  apprenticeship,  no  pre- 
vious qualification  to  deal  with  the  complex  phenomena  of  health 
and  disease.  It  demands  of  the  profession  at  large,  and  of  medical 
schools  in  particular,  a  high  standard  of  medical  education,  and 
yet  practically  repudiates  all  education  by  declaring,  through  every- 
day custom,  and  through  its  legislature,  that  a  physician  is  any  one, 
whether  graduate  or  not,  who  publicly  announces  himself  to  be  a 
practitioner  of  medicine,  and  undertakes  to  treat  the  sick  either  for 
or  without  reward ;  the  prima  facie  evidence  of  his  professional 
character  being  found  in  the  proof,  merely,  that  he  practises  as  a 
physician.  It  requires  of  the  medical  profession  pre-eminent  mo- 
rality, and  yet,  not  unfrequently,  urges  physicians  privately  to  the 
commission  of  acts,  not  only  of  doubtful  propriety,  but  of  positive 
criminality ;  and  even  endeavors,  occasionally,  to  extort  from  them 
the  public  recognition  of  procedures  well  calculated  to  break  down 
the  barriers  of  propriety  between  the  sexes — barriers  already  too 
much  weakened  by  a  variety  of  social  circumstances.  When  the 
physicians  of  this  city  refused,  in  a  recent  instance,  to  accept  this 
false  position,  they  became  the  target  against  which  were  merci- 
lessly hurled  the  shafts  of  ridicule  and  misrepresentation.  "  Seve- 
ral journals  in  this  city,"  to  use  the  language  of  The  Public  Record 
of  May  27th,  "  publishing  articles  of  a  partisan,  and.  In  some  in- 
stances, of  a  personally  malicious  character,  misrepresenting  the 
nature  of  the  question  at  issue,  and  seeking  apparently  to  mislead 
and  confuse  the  public  mind  in  the  matter."  Although  often  ready 
enough  to  avail  itself  of  legal  actions  for  redress  /or  malpractice, 
whether  true  or  fancied,  the  public,  through  its  legislative  repre- 
sentatives, removes,  with  unpardonable  inconsistency,  as  much  as 
possible,  those  wholesome  restrictions  which  tend  to  diminish  the 
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chances  of  such  malpractice.  "  There  is  a  growing  tendency  in  this 
country,"  very  justly  writes  Prof.  Ordronaux,  "to  abolish  all  re- 
strictions upon  the  practice  of  the  liberal  professions,  and  to  throw 
their  doors  indiscriminately  open  to  the  public.  And  the  know- 
ledge of  this  as  a  prejudice,  favored  by  public  opinion,  has  worked 
irretrievable  injury  to  the  profession  of  medicine,  doing  more  than 
all  things  else  combined  to  encourage  irregular  practitioners."  In 
1422,  the  British  Parliament  enacted,  and  this  is  regarded  as  the 
earliest  statute  relating  to  the  medical  profession,  that  "  no  one 
shall  use  the  mj'sterie  of  fysyk  unless  he  hath  studied  it  in  some 
university,  and  is  at  least  a  bachelor  in  that  science.  And  if  any 
one  practice  contrary  to  this  regulation,  he  shall  forfeit  £40  and 
be  imprisoned."  In  1844,  th^  legislature  of  New  York  repealed 
the  statutory  regulations  in  force  in  that  State,  requiring  as  a 
condition  to  the  right  of  recovery  for  medical  services,  an  attend- 
ance upon  lectures,  an  examination  before  a  medical  board,  and  a 
certificate  from  an  organized  association.  From  the  contrast  of- 
fered by  these  enactments,  separated  as  they  are  by  more  tban  four 
centuries  of  time,  it  is  evident  that  the  large  increase  of  individual 
liberty  brought  about  by  the  advancement  of  civilization  is  not 
always  compatible  with  the  best  interests  of  the  community  at  large. 
In  the  case  of  your  own  organization,  which  entails  no  expense  upon 
the  commonwealth,  confers  no  real  privileges  upon  yourselves,  and 
from  which  you  derive  no  emolument,  you  all  know  how  the  efforts 
of  your  committee,  appointed  to  obtain  a  charter  from  the  general 
government,  have  entirely  failed,  the  Supreme  Court  refusing,  on 
mere  technical  grounds,  the  sanction  of  the  government  to  earnest, 
thoughtful  labors  prosecuted  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens  of  this 
State,  at  the  cost  of  time,  and  money,  and  patient  research  on  your 
part. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  in  view  of  the  erroneous  conceptions  of 
the  public  in  regard  to  the  position,  relations,  and  animating  spirit 
of  the  medical  profession,  and  having  still  fresh  in  your  minds  the 
unhappy  proceedings  of  the  late  meeting  of  our  American  Medical 
Association  in  Washington,  it  seems  liot  inappropriate  to  urge 
again  that  certain  issues  already  alluded  to  shall  not  be  admitted 
to  discussion,  calculated  as  they  are  to  become  apples  of  discord 
in  your  midst,  and  to  impair  so  decidedly  the  utility  of  your 
organization. 

Thus  far,  though  much  has  been  done  by  it,  your  Association  has 
by  no  means  accomplished  all  the  good  of  which,  if  rightly  con- 
ducted, it  is  capable.  Though  you  have  failed  to  bring  the  general 
public  into  accordant  action  with  yourselves,  you  can  still  do  much 
for  the  welfare  of  the  community,  through  the  promotion  of  medical 
science  by  a  more  systematic  and  harmonious  direction  of  your 
labors.  The  confiict  of  personal  and  sectional  interests,  so  apt  to 
spring  up  in  an  organization  composed  like  yours  of  representa- 
tives from  all  parts  of  the  State,  must  be  avoided  by  keeping  ever 
in  view  the  bYoad  principles  which  lie  at  the  basis  Of  your  Society, 
and  for  the  support  of  which  it  was  created.  Above  all,  it  is  im- 
peratively necessary  that  the  professional  conduct  of  every  member 
of  this  Association  should  always  be  carefully  regulated  with  refer- 
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ence  to  the  sentiment  of  the  profession  at  large.  The  neglect  of 
this  rule  of  conduct  has,  on  various  occasions,  compromised  the 
profession  in  a  serious  manner,  and  done  much  to  weaken  its  use- 
fulness as  an  organized  body.  For  it  must  never  be  forgotten/hat 
medical  organizations  in  this  country,  and  especially  in  this  State, 
have  no  legal,  but  simply  a  moral  power.  The  due  appreciation  of 
this  fact  is  more  than  ever  necessary  now,  since  it  is  evident  that 
in  the  medical  profession  the  strongest  obstacle  to  its  thorough  and 
efficient  organization  is  the  tendency  to  individualization  which  is 
manifestly  growing  stronger  every  day.  This  tendency,  so  clearly 
attributable  to  the  large  increase  in  individual  liberty  resulting 
from  the  career  of  development  through  which  civilization  has  for 
centuries  been  slowly  advancing,  is  heightened  by  the  too  exclusive 
cultivation  of  specialties^in  medical  science,  and  by  the  low  stand- 
ard of  medical  education,  and  the  consequent  introduction  into  the 
ranks  of  medicine  of  incompetent  persons,  who,  conscious  of  their 
lack  of  skill,  and  pressed  by  the  intense  competition  for  business, 
resort  to  practices  to  ihsure  pecuniary  success  which  are  completely 
subversive  of  all  dignity  in  medicine  as  a  liberal  profession. 

It  being  apparently  impossible  to  overcome  the  difficulties  just 
indicated  by  mere  legislative  action  on  your  part,  it  rja&y  well  be 
asked  whether  much  of  the  time  spent  in  the  discussion  of  the 
ethical  relations  of  the  profession  would  not  be  far  better  devoted 
to  other  and,  perhaps,  after  all,  the  greatest  objects  of  your  Society 
— objects  which,  in  the  second  article  of  your  constitution,  are  de- 
fined to  be  "the  extension  of  the  bounds  of  medical  science  and  the 
promotion  of  all  measures  adapted  to  the  relief  of  suffering,  the 
improvement  of  the  health,  and  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  the 
community."  Under  present  circumstances,  the  elevation  of  pro- 
fessional character  and  the  protection  of  your  individual  interests 
can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  practical  recognition  of  the  scien- 
tific requirements  of  medicine.  So  long  as  medicine  continues  to  be 
purely  empirical,  so  long  will  quackery  continue  to  flourish.  Not 
by  exposing  its  criminal  falsifications  can  you  make  quackery  im- 
possible, but  rather  by  casting  the  strong  light  of  science  upon  the 
doubtful  and  obscure  places  in  medicine.  Only  under  the  influence 
of  this  light  can  the  mercenary  impostors  who  cajole  the  public, 
and  make  the  practice  of  physic  a  mockery  and  a  by-word,  be 
driven  away  as  the  mists  of  night  before  the  coming  dawn.  In  the 
cultivation  of  medical  science  lies  your  true  and  only  strength. 
By  cultivating  science  you  give  to  medicine  exactitude ;  by  giving 
to  the  healing  art  exactness  you  place  it  upon  an  elevated  plat- 
form ;  you  isolate  at  once  this  goodly  tree  from  the  horde  of  pre- 
tenders who  so  long  have  carried  on  their  nefarious  schemes  under 
the  benign  influence  of  its  widely-spreading  branches.  You  all 
know  how  surgery,  resting  upon  the  exact  science  of  anatomy,  and 
calling  to  its  aid  various  accurate  mechanical  appliances,  is  now 
but  little  troubled  with  impostors.  The  "  natural  bone-setters"  and 
other  similar  charlatans  have  long  since  disappeared  from  its  do- 
main. You  also  know  how  practical  medicine,  on  the  other  hand, 
based  as  it  is  upon  an  experience  which  is  so  often  fallacious, 
upon  a  phj'siology  and  pathology  still  very  imperfect,  and  an 
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organic  chemistry  in  a  state  of  great  confusion,  is  still  a  prey  to 
the  rapacious  cunning  of  every  quack  who  boasts  his  infallible 
remedy  for  phthisis,  rheumatism,  and  all  those  special  ills  which, 
in  ccpisequence  of  our  ignorance  of  their  essential  nature,  continue 
to  resist  all  therapeutic  effort  The  problems  of  medical  science 
awaiting  solution  are  numerous.  The  difficulty  of  their  solution  is 
equalled  only  by  its  importance.  No  more  important  object,  in- 
deed, can  occupy  your  thoughts  and  time  than  the  systematic 
attempt  to  clear  up  some  at  least  of  these  questions ;  many  ^f 
them  can  be  investigated  by  the  clinical  methods  peculiar  to  medi- 
cine ;  for  the  unravelling  of  others,  aid  must  be  sought  in  the 
methods  and  appliances  of  physical,  chemical,  and  natural  science. 
There  is  ample  room  for  the  gratification  of  every  taste,  of  every 
mental  tendency.  Look  around  you  and  behold  with  what  extra- 
ordinary rapidity  science  is  unfolding  itself  in  a  mutiplicity  of  direc- 
tions. To  practical  medicine  tte  momentum  of  this  active  develop- 
ment has  been  imparted  with  happy  results.  By  means  of  various 
ingenious  scientific  instruments,  such  as  stethoscopes,  Htryngoscopes, 
ophthalmoscopes,  otoscopes,  endoscopes,  microscopes,  thermome- 
ters, manometers,  the  sphygmograph  of  Marey,  the  stetho-sphygmo- 
graph  of  Hawkins,  different  electrical  machines,  etc.,  the  laws  of 
sound,  light,  heat,  electricity,  and  mechanics  have  been  practically 
employed,  in  not  a  few  instances,  with  signal  success,  in  elucidating 
the  phenomena  of  disease.  In  consequence  of  this  rapid  advance 
in  science,  and  the  multiplication  of  scientific  instruments,  medi- 
cine is  at  present  undergoing  a  remarkable  change.  While  its  data 
are  daily  becoming  more  and  more  exact,  the  theories  or  funda- 
mental principles  which  constitute  its  framework,  so  to  speak,  are 
undergoing,  like  our  social  fabric,  a  complete  revolution:  To  the 
reflecting  mind  it  is  evident  that  medicine  is  now  passing  through 
a  chaotic  phase  in  its  onward  career.  The  day  of  blind  obedience 
to  authority  is  at  end.  No  asserted  fact,  no  theory  however  plausi- 
ble, finds  its  way  to  acceptance  on  account  of  the  great  name 
attached  to  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  is  immediately  tried  in  the 
crucibles  of  experiment,  observation,  and  induction  by  that  earnest 
and  enthusiastic  band  of  laborers,  who,  whether  in  physics  or 
biology,  are  seeking  with  busy  hands  to  reconstruct  the  philoso- 
phy of  medicine  and  place  it  upon  a  sure,  scientific  basis. 

That  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  you  have  industriously 
labored  for  the  furtherance  of  this  object  is  amply  attested  by  the 
scientific  papers  and  reports  contained  in  your  printed  Transactions. 
In  these  labors  the  physicians  of  Philadelphia  deeply  sympathize, 
and  again  most  cordially  welcome  you  to  their  renewal,  as  brothers 
and  co-workers  in  a  great  cause. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  through  their  Chairman,  Dr. 
Samuel  D.  Gross,  announced  the  following  programme : — 

The  Society  to  meet  at  10^  A.M.  and  adjourn  at  2  P.M.;  meet 
again  at  4  and  adjourn  at  6^  P.M. 
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Entertainments  and  Receptions  during  the  Session. 
Wednesday,  June  8. 

7i  P.  M.    Exhibition  of  Objects  by  the  Gas  Microscope,  at  Jeffer- 
son Medical  College,  Tenth  Street  above  Walnut,  by  Prof.  J.  A. 
Meigs  and  Drs.  J.  Gibbons  Hunt  and  W.  W.  Keen. 
Exhibition  of  Objects  by  Polarized  Light,  by  Prof.  B.  H.  Rand. 

^  P.M.    Reception  by  Prof.  Ellerslie  Wallace,  1130  Spruce  Street. 

Thursday,  June  9. 

1^  P.  M.  Entertainment  at  the  house  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Lee,  1503 
Spruce  Street,  with  exhibition  of  Apparatus  for  Treatment  of 
Spinal  and  other  Deformities. 

t  P.  M.     Collation  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  Ninth  Street 
above  Chestnut. 
Followed  by  Exhibition  of  Electrical,  Magnetic,  and  other  Ex- 
periments, by  Prof.  R.  E.  Rogers,  assisted  by  Dr.  Geo.  M.  Ward. 
Experiments  in  Acoustics,  by  Dr.  J.  Soils  Cohen. 

9^  P.  M.  Reception  by  Dr.  William  H.  Pancoast,  President  of  the 
Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society,  S.  W.  corner  of  Eleventh 
and  Walnut  Streets. 

Friday,  June  10. 

ti  P.  M.  Exhibition  of  Microscopes  and  Microscopic  Objects,  by 
the  Biological  and  Microscopical  Section  of  the  Academy  of 
Natural  Sciences,  at  the  College  of  Physicians. 

9^  P.  M.  Promenade  Concert  and  Banquet  at  the  Girard  House, 
un^er  the  auspices  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society. 

As  it  was  announced  that  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  were 
not  fully  prepared  to  report  the  list  of  delegates,  etc.,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  A.  Nebinqer,  of  Philadelphia,  the  calling  of  the  roll  was  post- 
poned, in  order  to  hear  the  President's  address. 

The  President  delivered  the  annual  address,  Vice-President  Dr. 
W.  R.  FiNDLEY  presiding. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Stetlee,  of  Philadelphia,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  tendered  to  the  President  for  his  interesting  address, 
and  a  copy  was  requested  for  publication  in  the  Transactions. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  acting  as  a  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials, reported  the  following  as  accredited  delegates : — 


Alleghany  County. 

HAVB. 

POST-OPPICB. 

W.  J.  ASDALE, 

Pittsburg. 

Geo.  D.  Bbuoe, 

(( 

H.  T.  COPPEY, 

44 

Thomas  J.  Gallaheb, 

44 

W.  J.  GiLMOBE, 

44 
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Wm.  B.  Hezlep,  Alleghany  City. 

W.  S.  HUSELTON,  "  " 

Wm.  F.  Knox,  McKeesport. 

J.  C.  Maogini,  Port  Perry. 

Jas.  M.  Miller,  Pittsburg. 
W.  N.  Miller,  " 

A.  M.  Pollock,  " 

T.  C.  Rhoads,  " 

John  Semple,  Wilkinsburg. 

Thomas  W.  Shaw,  Pittsburg. 
James  H.  Snodgrass,  " 

T.  R.  Van  Kirk,  McKeesport. 

R.  L.  Walker,  Mansfield. 

Beaver  County. 

G.  W.  Langpitt,  New  Scottsville. 

T.  S.  McPherson,  Beaver  Falls. 

Hiram  Nye,  Homewood. 


Berks 
Howard  S.  Reeser, 
W.  Murray  Weidman, 

County. 

Reading. 

R.  W.  Christy, 
Rowan  Clarke, 
John  Fay, 

W.  M.  FiNDLEY, 

Crawporp  Irwin 

Blair 

> 

County. 

Hollidaysburg. 

Antistown. 

Altoona. 

Hollidaysburg. 

E.  P.  Allen, 

VOLNEY  HOMET, 

g.  f.  horton, 
Edward  Mills, 

Bradford  County, 

Athens. 
Camptown. 
Terrytown. 
Ulster. 

Bucks 
Richard  C.  Foulke, 

County, 

New  Hope. 

John  Lowman, 

Cambria  County. 

Johnstown. 

Chester  County. 
T.  C.  CoxE,  Chatham. 

Jacob  Price,  West  Chester. 

Benjamin  Thompson,  Landenberg. 
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Clarion  County, 

W.  M.  Clover, 

Lamartine. 

Charles  Klotz, 

u 

J.  Frank  Ross, 

Clarion. 

Crawford  County. 

T.  Fletcher  Oakes,                      Titusville. 

Wm.  Varian, 

C( 

Columbia  and  Montour  Counties. 
Wm.  H.  Bradley,  Bloomsburg,  Columbia  Co. 

Thomas  R.  Hull,  Milton. 

Wm.  H.  Maqill,  Danville,  Montour  Co. 

R.  S.  SiMINGTON,  "  "  " 

Cumberland  County. 

Wm.  W.  Dale,  Carlisle. 

Wm.  H.  Lauman,  Mt.  Holly  Springs. 

M.  B.  MossER,  Shiremantown. 

M.  F.  Robinson,  Newville. , 

R.  L.  SiBBET,  New  Kingston. 

S.  P.  ZiEQLER,  Carlisle. 

Dauphin  County. 

H.  B.  BuEHLER,  Harrisburg. 
W.  R.  De  Witt,  " 

D.  C.  Keller,  Union  Depot. 

H.  F.  McGowAN,  Harrisburg. 

W.  D.  Martin,  Baldwin. 

C.  A.  Rahter,  Harrisburg. 

J.  R.  Umberqer,  Dauphin. 

Delaware  County. 
J.  M.  Allen,  Chester. 

Orwin  Cooley,  Media. 

Chas.  F.  Heysham,  Newtown  Square.    • 

Wm.  B.  Ulrioh,  Chester. 

J.  Pyle  Worrell,  Media. 

Fayette  County. 
S.  B.  p.  Knox,  Brownsville. 

Franklin  County. 
Samuel  G.  Lane,  Chambersburg. 
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Oreene  County. 
L.  H.  Laidlet,  Carmichaels. 

•  Indiana  County. 

Wm.  Jack,  Jacksonville, 

Juniata  County. 
Thomas  A.  Elder,  Mifflintown. 

Lancaster  County. 
John  L.  Atlee,  Lancaster. 

Henry  Carpenter,  " 

J.  L.  ZiEOtER,  Mt.  Joy. 

Lehigh  County. 

W.  B.  Erdman,  Macungie. 

Alfred  J.  Martin,  Allentown. 

W.  G.  M.  Seiplb,  Orefield. 

Lycoming  County. 
J.  S.  Crawford,  Williamsport. 

Thomas  Lyon,  " 

J.  P.  MoVlCKER,  " 

T.  D.  Myers,  " 

Luzerne  County. 
Gideon  Underwood,  Pittston. 

Mercer  County. 
J.  P.  HosAOK,  Mercer. 

B.  E.  MossMAN,  Greenville. 

Montgomery  County. 
Wm.  Corson,  Norristown. 

G.  P.  Sargent,  Radnor,  Delaware  Co. 

John  S.  Shrawder,  Montgomery.  (?) 

F.  V.  Van  Artsdalen,  Lower  Merion. 

Northampton  County. 
P.  B.  Breintg,  Hellerton. 

Traill  Green,  Easton. 

A.  K.  Seem,  Martin's  Creek. 

Perry  County. 
James  Galbraith,  Landisburg. 

J.  E.  Singer,  Newport. 
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Philadelphia 

County. 

D.  Hates  Aqnew, 

Philadelphia. 

W.  ASHMEAD, 

Germantown. 

Washington  L.  Atleb, 

Philadelphia. 

John  Bell, 

4( 

D.  Murray  Cheston, 

4( 

L.  P.  Gerhard, 

4( 

Wm.  Goodell, 

U 

N.  L.  Hatfield, 

44 

Geo.  Hamilton, 

44 

A.  G.  B.  Hinokle, 

4( 

H.  Lenox  Hodge, 

44 

Wm.  L.  Knight, 

44 

H.  Leaman, 

4S 

Jas.  Aitken  Meigs, 

44 

J.  Cheston  Morris, 

44 

A.  Neringer, 

4C 

R.  E.  Rogers, 

44 

E.  SCHOLPIELD, 

44 

A.  M.  Slocum, 

44 

J.  Henry  Smaltz, 

44 

H.  H.  Smith, 

44 

J.  G.  Stetler, 

44 

Wm.  M.  Welch, 

44 

J.  Ralston  Wells, 

Hestonville. 

Charles  F.  Wittig, 

Philadelphia. 

T.  J.  Yarrow, 

44 

Schuylkill  County, 

D.  Webster  Bland,  Pottsville. 

Geo.  W.  Brown,  Port  Carbon. 

Jas.  S.  Carpenter,  Pottsville. 

J.  W.  DoNGES,  Donaldson. 

G.  L.  Reagan,  Shenandoah. 

G.  B.  H.  SwAYZE,  Mahanoy  City. 

Susquehanna  County, 
C.  P.  BiGELOW,  Great  Bend. 

Tioga  County. 
N.  Pareler,  Wellsborough. 
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Venango  County. 


F.  F.  Davis, 

T.  W.  Egbert, 

W.  LowRiB  Whann, 


Venango  City. 
Oil  City. 
Franklin. 


Washington  County. 
Thos.  MoKennan,  Washington. 

John  R.  Wilson,  " 

Ex- Officio  Delegates. 
S.  D.  Gross,  Chn.  Com.ofArr,j    Philadelphia. 
Wm.  Mayburry,  Treasurer^  " 

Wm.  H.  Pancoast,  Vice-Fres.^  " 

Wm.  R.  Findley,  Vice-Fres.^        Altoona. 
Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  Ferm.  Sec,      Philadelphia. 
Wm.  M.  Wallace,  Fresidentj       Erie. 
A.  H.  Fish,  Rec.  Sec.j  Philadelphia. 

Laurence  Turnbull,  Cor.Sec.j  " 

H.  St.  Clair  Ash,  Censor ^  " 

Jas.  Cummiskey,  Chn.  ofCom.^  Drug.  Ins.^^ 
Hiram  Corson,  Censor^  Plymouth  Meeting. 


Fermanent  Members. 

Charles  S.  Boker, 

Philadelphia. 

Lucius  S.  Bolles, 

4( 

Wm.  H.  Bunn, 

44 

Benj.  H.  Coates, 

44 

John  Curwen, 

Dauphin. 

Thomas  M.  Drysdale, 

Philadelphia. 

Richard  J.  Dunglison, 

44 

I.  Newton  Evans, 

Montgomery. 

Manly  Emanuel, 

Dejaware. 

Joseph  Foulke, 

Bucks. 

Albert  FrickJ:, 

Philadelphia. 

A.  H.  Halberstadt, 

Schuylkill. 

Nathan  Hatfield, 

Philadelphia. 

Thomas  Hay, 

44 

Edwin  Hellyer, 

44 

Jacob  Huckel, 

44 

A.  S.  Jordan, 

Bucks. 

Isaac  N.  Kerlin, 

Delaware. 

Benjamin  Lee, 

Philadelphia. 

J.  Gordon  Maxwell, 

Montgomery, 
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Sidney  R.  Morris,  Philadelphia. 

Joseph  Parrish,  Delaware. 

W.  C.  Phelps,  Philadelphia. 

J.  K.  Reid,  Montgomery. 

John  D.  Ross,  Blair. 

John  Schrack,  Montgomery. 

Jacob  H.  Wehner,  Philadelphia. 

Jacob  F.  Treiohler,  Schuylkill. 

Representatives  from  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
R.  Cresson  Stiles,  Brooklyn,  N.  Y. 

James  B.  Murdoch,  (?) 

Representatives  from  New  Jersey  State  Medical  Society. 

C.  W.  Larison,  (  ?  ) 

Samuel  Lilley,  Lambertville,  N.  J. 

F.  Ghantt,  (  ?  ) 

The  Permanent  Secretary  called  the  roll  of  members. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  G.  Stetler,  of  Philadelphia,  the  reading  of 
the  minutes  of  last  year's  session  was  omitted,  and  a  committee 
of  three  was  appointed  to  examine  and  report  as  to  any  items  of 
unfinished  business. 

Committee :  Drs.  J.  G.  Stetler,  of  Philadelphia,  J.  Curwen,  of 
Dauphin,  and  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Alleghany. 

The  following  communication  was  read : — 

Opftce  op  the  Mayor  op  thb  City  op  Philadelphia,  June  8, 1870. 
To  the  President  and  Members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 
Gentlemen:  A  review  of  the  police  force  of  Philadelphia  will 
take  place  this  afternoon  at  four  o'clock,  at  Logan  Square  (Vine 
and  Eighteenth  Streets).  It  will  be  a  pleasure  to  us  if  you  will 
give  us  your  presence  on  that  occasion. 

Very  respectfully,  DANIEL  M.  FOX, 

Mayor. 

On  motion,  the  invitation  was  accepted  with  thanks. 

The  Treasurer,  Dr.  Wm.  Mayburry,  presented  his  report,  which 
was  read,  and  referred  to  an  auditing  committee  consisting  of  Drs. 
J.  Cummiskey,  of  Philadelphia,  C.  Irwin,  of  Blair,  and  G.  F.  HoRr 
TON,  of  Bradford. 

The  Auditing  Committee  reported  that  they  had  examined  the 
Treasurer's  report  and  had  found  it  correct. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  accepted  and  the .  Committee  dis- 
charged. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  ten- 
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dered  to  Dr.  W.  Maybuery,  the  Treasurer,  for  his  faithful  services 
during  the  past  year. 

Dr.  D.  W.  Bland,  of  SchuylkiD,  moved  that  inasmuch  as  the 
protest  against  the  admission  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Brown,  of  that  county, 
had  been  rejected  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements,  for  want  of 
jurisdiction,  it  be  referred  to  a  special  committee. 

Dr.  W.  R.  De  Witt,  of  Dauphin,  moved  to  amend  by  referring 
the  whole  matter  back  to  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society. 

The  amendment  was  approved,  and  then  the  resolution  was 
adopted  as  amended. 

Dr.  Heysham,  of  Delaware,  offered  the  following : — 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical 
Society,  and  members  of  other  county  societies,  here  present,  who 
are  not  delegates,  be  invited  to  seats  in  this  Society  and  to  partici- 
pate in  its  proceedings. 

A  motion,  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  to  amend  by  includ- 
ing the  medical  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  present  in  the  city, 
was  accepted  and  the  resolution  was  adopted. 

Dr.  Mayburry  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Charter. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Nebinqer  the  report  was  received. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  4  o'clock  P.  M. 

Afternoon^  4  o^clock. 

The  President  called  the  Society  to  order. 

An  invitation  having  been  received  from  Dr.  A.  Hewson,  of  Phila- 
delphia, to  visit  his  wards  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  and  ob- 
serve the  results  of  the  earth  treatment  of  wounds,  on  motion  of 
Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  the  hour  of  nine  on  Friday  morning 
was  fixed  for  that  purpose. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  L.  Turnbull,  reported  the 
following  from  the  Censors  of  3d  and  4th  districts : — 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  evidence  adduced  in  the  trial  of 
Dr.  W.  R.  Findley,  of  the  Blair  County  Medical  Society  at  HoUi- 
daysburg,  April  26th,  1870,  which  had  resulted  in  the  indefinite  sus- 
pension of  the  said  Dr.  Findley,  and  in  our  judgment  there  seems 
to  be  no  evidence  of  an  intentional  or  wilful  violation  of  the  Code 
of  Ethics  on  his  part. 

We  think  the  retraction  signed  by  Dr.  Burket,  previous  to  his 
holding  professional  intercourse  with  him  (Burket),  is  ample  evi- 
dence for  his  justification,  especially  as  we  recollect  the  precept 
taught  by  the  great  teacher  of  morals,  viz :  "  If  thy  brother  trespass 
against  thee,  rebuke  him,  and  if  he  repent,  forgive  him.  And  if  he 
trespass  against  thee  seven  times  in  a  day  and  seven  times  in  a 
day  turn  again  to  thee,  saying,  I  repent,  thou  shalt  forgive  him." 

The  fact  that  Dr.  Findley  did  not  make  a  certain  paper  public 
until  the  trial  does  not  vitiate  its  force. 
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Such,  therefore,  being  our  judgment 'as  to  the  evidence  in  the 
case,  we  would  exonerate  Dr.  Findley  from  any  wilful  violation 
of  the  Code  of  Ethics,  and  earnestly  recommend  that  he  be  rein- 
stated. J-  S.  CRAWFORD, 

W.  R.  HULL, 

WiLLiAMSPORT,  May  31, 1870.  Censors  of  3d  and  4th  Disfpcts. 

I  have  carefully  examined  the  evidence  in  the  trial  of  Dr.  W.  R. 
Findley,  of  the  Blair  County  Medical  Society,  of  place  and  time 
as  specified  above,  and  I  hereby  state  that  I  Agree  with  the  decision 
of  Drs.  J.  S.  Crawford  and  W.  R.  Hull. 

W.  W.  WEBB, 

Wellsbobo,  June  3, 1870.  Censor  of  3d  and  4th  Districts. 

The  President  announced  that  the  action  was  final,  hence  it  did 
not  require  action  by  this  body. 

The  report  on  Charter  was  then  taken  up,  and  the  first  resolution, 
that  the  expenses  of  the  committee  be  paid,  was  adopted : — 

The  second, 

Eesolved,  That  the  Committee  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject — 

was,  after  considerable  discussion,  also  adopted. 
And  the  third, 

Resolved^  That  another  committee  consisting  of  seven  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  charge  of  this  matter,  with  a  view  of  applying  to 
the  legislature  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  embracing  all  the  fran- 
chises contained  in  the  charter  adopted  at  the  meeting  held  in  Erie 
in  June  last — 

after  various  amendments,  was  finally  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  the  preamble  of  in- 
corporation was  stricken  out  in  the  proposed  charter,  and  the  in- 
strument amended  by  inserting  society  for  corporation,  where  that 
word  occurs,  and  constitution  for  charter,  and  the  constitution  as 
thus  amended  was  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  ten- 
dered to  the  Committee  on  Charter,  and  especially  to  the  chairman, 
for  their  great  labor  in  endeavoring  to  procure  a  charter. 

The  following  report  was  received  and  the  Committee  dis- 
charged : — 

The  Committee  appointed  to  examine  the  minutes  of  the  Society, 
and  ascertain  what  items  of  unfinished  business  remain  to  be  dis- 
posed of,  respectfully  report  that  they  find  no  items  of  unfinished 
business  requiring  attention  except  such  as  should  come  up  as  re- 
ports of  committees. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  G.  STETLER, 
JOHN  CURWEN, 
A.  M.  POLLOCK, 
June  8, 1870.  Committee, 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Hibam  Corson,  of  Montgomery,  the  order  of 
business  was  suspended  to  hear  the  report  from  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  relative  to  the  case  of  Dr.  Halbebstadt. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  then  read  the  report  — 

Philadelphia,  Jane  7, 1870. 
To  the  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania : 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  would  respectfully  report  that  he 
received  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Censors  of  the  First  District  of 
Pennsylvania,  and  sent  a  copy  of  the  same  to  Dr.  H.  Corson  at 
his  request ;  also  allowed  Dr.  Carpenter,  of  Pottsville,  to  copy  the 
same,  lie  also  received  the  report  of  the  3d  and  4th  Districts,  an 
appeal  by  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley,  from  the  decision  of  the  Blair  County 
Medical  Society  at  a  meeting  of  said  Society  held  on  26th  April 
1870.  Your  Secretary  also  received  a  copy  of  the  Constitution 
and  By-laws  of  the  Greene  County  Medical  Society,  recently  orga- 
nized, from  the  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  S.  Duncan. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

LAURENCE  TURNBULL, 

Corresponding  Secretary, 

The  Board  of  Censors  of  the  First  District  of  Pennsylvania,  con- 
vened in  Philadelphia  on  July  22,  1869 — Present — Drs.  Hiram 
Corson,  H.  St.  Clair  Ash,  James  S.  Carpenter  and  Henry  Car- 
penter— to  hear  and  consider  an  appeal  of  Dr.  A.  H.  H alberstadt,  of 
Pottsville,  from  the  action  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society 
— alleging  that  he  received  no  notice  of  any  charges  having  been 
preferred  against  him,  consequently  affording  him  no  opportunity  of 
being  heard.  Dr.  James  S.  Carpenter,  President  of  the  Schuylkill 
County  Medical  Society,  with  a  member  of  the  same,  appeared  with 
the  minutes  of  said  Society,  in  response  to  a  notice  from  the  Board. 

The  Board  organized  with  Dr.  Hiram  Corson  as  chairman  and 
Henry  Carpenter  as  secretary.  Dr.  Halberstadt  protested 
against  the  sitting  of  Dr.  James  S.  Carpenter,  of  Schuylkill  County, 
as  one  of  the  members  of  the  Board,  on  the  ground  that  he  had 
already  prejudged  the  case  and  was  interested  as  a  party  to  the 
controversy  and  also  as  a  witness.  The  Board  sustaining  the  pro- 
test, the  remaining  members  considered  and  acted  upon  the  case. 

After  a  careful  examination  of  the  minutes  of  the  Schuylkill  County 
Medical  Society,  they  find  the  position  taken  by  the  respondent  cor- 
rect— that  no  charges  were  preferred  in  writing,  or  any  copy  of  the 
same  served  upon  him,  notifjnng  him  to  appear  and  answer,  conse- 
quently affording  him  no  opportunity  to  appear  and  be  heard  in  his 
own  defence,  etc. 

They  therefore  make  the  following  decision : — 

That  the  action  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society  was 
irregular,  inasmuch  as  no  charge  was  regularly  made,  or,  notice 
given  thereof.  They  therefore  order  that  the  action  of  said 
Society  be  reversed,  and  Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt  be  restored  to 
membership. 

HIRAM  CORSON, 
H.  ST.  CLAIR  ASH, 
HENRY  CARPENTER, 

Censors, 
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Dr.  G.  W.  Brown,  of  Schuylkill,  presented  a  protest  of  the 
Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society  against  the  action  of  the  Cen- 
sors, and  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Censors, 
and  be  declared  null  and  void. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Alleghany,  moved  as  an  amendment  that 
the  action  of  the  Censors  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Halberstadt  be  con- 
firmed. 

Dr.  CuMMiSKEY,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  to  amend  by  referring  it 
to  the  Board  of  Censors  for  a  unanimous  decision. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  this  amendment 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  A.  Nebinger,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  that  the  matter  under 
consideration  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  that  the  Schuylkill  County 
Medical  Society  be  requested  to  again  take  the  matter  into  con- 
sideration. 

The  previous  question  was  called  and  sustained,  and  the  motion 
of  Dr.  Nebinger  was  lost — ayes  36,  nays  60. 

Dr.  Pollock's  amendment  was  then  approved,  and  the  motion  as 
amended  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  JJr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  Prof.  Wm.  H.  Gobreoht,  of 
the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  was  invited  to  a  seat  with  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  De  Witt,  of  Dauphin,  the  several  county  dele- 
gations were  requested  to  select  their  member  for  the  Committee  of 
Kominations  after  the  adjournment  in  the  evening,  so  that  they  can 
be  announced  at  the  opening  of  the  morning  session. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Brown,  the  protest  from  the  Schuylkill 
County  Medical  Society  against  the  action  of  the  Censors  in  Dr. 
Halberstadt's  case  was  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes.* 

On  motion  of  Dr.  D.  W.  Bland,  the  protest  against  the  admission 
of  Dr.  G.  W.  Brown  was  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes. 

We,  the  undersigned  members  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical 
Society,  do  solemnly  protest  against  the  admission  of  George 
W^ashington  Brown,  M.  D.,  as  a  delegate  to  the  meeting  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  for  the  reason  that 
the  said  George  Washington  Brown,  M.  D.,  has  for  the  past  three 
3'ears  and  upwards  dealt  in  and  sold  at  his  oflSce  and  drug  stored 
in  Port  Carbon,  Schuylkill  County,  sundry  patent  medicines  and 
nostrum's  in  violation  of  sect.  3,  art.  5  of  the  Constitution;  this  too 
in  defiance  of  repeated  public  expostulations  by  members  of  the 
County  Society  at  regular  meetings  of  the  same  ;  but — owing  to 
the  arbitrary  rulings  of  the  president,  who,  we  regret  to  report,  has 
studiously  protected  the  said  George  Washington  Brown,  M.  D., 
from  any  accountability  for  his  unprofessional  conduct — remon- 
strance was  of  no  avail. 

*  Vide  page  60,  et  seq* 
SIXTH  SERIES. — PART  I.  3 
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We  would  also  submit  that  earnest  objections  were  made  to  his 
eligibility  for  the  position  at  the  meeting  when  delegates  were  ap- 
pointed, but  as  they  were  unheeded,  we  feel  compelled  to  make  the 
appeal  to  the  State  Society. 

D.  W.  BLAND,  M.  D.,  FRED.  KRECKER,  M.  D., 

J.  C.  McWlLLIAMS,  M.  D.,        J.  F.  TREICHLER,  M.  D. 

This  is  to  certify  that  I,  W.  H.  Robinson,  M.  D.,  did  purchase  at 
the  office  or  drug  store  of  George  Washington  Brown,  M.  D.,  in  the 
Borough  of  Port  Carbon,  Schuylkill  County,  Pa.,  one  bottle  each 
of  Ja^^nes'  Expectorant,  Radway's  Ready  Relief,  and  Mrs.  Wins- 
low's  Soothing  Syrup. 

W.  H.  ROBINSON,  M.  D. 
POTTSVILLB,  JuDe  7th,  1870. 

SAMUEL  CHRISMAN,  /.  P. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  at  10  o'clock  on  Thurs- 
day morning. 

Thursday  Morning,  June  9. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  10  o'clock. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  announced  the  Committee  on  Nomina- 
tions as  follows : — 

Alleghany,  J.  Semple;  Beaver,  D.W.  Langfitt;  Berks,  W.Mur- 
ray Weidman;  Blair,  Crawford  Irwin;  Bradford, Geo. F.  Horton; 
Bucks,  R.  C.  FouLKE ;  Cambria,  J.  Lowman  ;  Chester,  Jacob  Price  ; 
Clarion,  J.  Frank  Ross  ;  Columbia  and  Montour,  W.  H.  Bradley  ; 
Crawford,  Wm.  Yarian;  Cumberland,  R.  L.  Sibbet;  Dauphin, 
H.  B.  BuEHLER;  Delaware,  J.  M.  Allen;  Erie,  W.  M.  Wallace; 
Fayette,  S.  B.  P.  Knox  ;  Franklin,  Samuel  Lane  ;  Greene,  L.  H. 
LaIdley  ;  Indiana,  Wm.  Jack  ;  Juniata,  Thomas  A.  Elder  ;  Lan- 
caster, J.  L.  ZiEGLER ;  Lehigh,  W.  B.  Erdman  ;  Luzerne,  G.  Un- 
derwood; Lycoming,  J.  S.  Crawford;  Mercer,  J.  P.  Hosack; 
Montgomery,  Wm.  Corson;  Northampton,  P.  B.  Breinig;  Perry, 
J.  E.  Singer;  Philadelphia,  H.  St.  Clair  Ash;  Schuylkill,  G.  B. 
H.  Swayze;  Susquehanna,  C.  P.  Bigelow;  Tioga,  N.  Parker; 
Yenango,  F.  F.  Davis  ;  Washington,  J.  R.  Wilson. 

On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  was  omitted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Mayburry,  of  Philadelphia,  it  was 

Resolved^  that  Thomas  A.  Elder,  M.  D.,  who  is  present  from 
Juniata  County,  where  no  county  organization  exists,  be  received 
as  representing  the  medical  profession  of  that  county. 

Dr.  De  Witt,  of  Dauphin,  presented  a  communication  from  Dr.» 
W.  H.  Egle,  of  Dauphin,  and  on  his  motion  it  was  referred  to  the 
censors  of  that  district. 

On  motion  of  Dr.'  T.  J.  Gallaher,  of  Alleghany,  the  time  of  12  was 
fixed  to  hear  remarks  by  Dr.  Benj.  Lee  on  suspension  in  spinal 
affections,  illustrated  by  apparatus  and  patients. 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler,  inasmuch  as  the  new  Constitution  con- 
tains no  provision  for  alteration,  Art.  XI.  of  the  old  Constitution, 
containing  such  provision,  was  added  to  the  new  Constitution  as  Art. 
XI.    It  is  as  follows : — 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  this  Constitution  shall 
be  made  in  writing;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted ; 
but  if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over 
until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when  it  may  be  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  voters  present. 

Dr.  S.  D.  Gross  offered  the  following  amendment,  which  was  laid 
over  under  the  rules : — 

Add  to  Article  III.  Section  2:  The  College  of  Physicians  of 
Philadelphia  shall  be  entitled  to  representation  in  this  Society,  on 
the  same  footing  as  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society. 

Provided^  that  in  apportioning  their  delegates  to  this  Society,  no 
person  belonging  to  both  bodies  shall  be  counted  more  than  once, 
and  each  member  shall  elect  in  which  he  desires  to  be  represented. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Gross,  the  following  were  adopted : — 

Whereas^  The  meetings  of  this  Society  are  a  cause  of  great 
trouble  and  expense  to  the  physicians  of  the  place  where  they  are 
held,  therefore, 

Resolvedn  That  hereafter  all  public  entertainments  on  their  part 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  instead  thereof  there  shall  be  an  annual 
dinner,  towards  the  payment  of  which  each  member  subscribing  to 
it  shall  contribute  an  equal  sum. 

Eesolved^  That  this  provision  is  not  designed  to  conflict  in  any 
manner  with  the  acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  Society  of  private 
entertainments  by  physicians  and  citizens  of  the  place  of  meeting. 

The  following  communications  were  received,  and  thanks  returned^ 
for  the  invitations : — 

Philadelphia,  June  9, 1870. 
Dr.  William  M.  Wallace^  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 

Sir  :  I  am  instructed  by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House  of 
Refuge  to  invite  the  members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  to  visit  the  House  of  Refuge  at  such  time  as  may 
be  convenient  to  them.  Oblige  me  by  communicating  this  invita- 
tion to  the  Society.  Respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  J.  BARCLAY, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge, 

•  Philadelphia,  June,  9,  1870. 

Dr.  William  M.  Wallace,  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 

Sir  :  I  am  charged  by  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  to  invite  the  members  of 
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the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  visit  the  Penn- 
sylvania Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  at  such  time  as  may  be 
convenient  to  them.  Do  me  the  favor  to  communicate  this  invita- 
tion to  the  Society.  Respectfully,  yours, 

JAMES  J.  BARCLAY, 
Secretary  of  the  Pennsylvania  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  DeWitt,  of  Dauphin,  the  delegates  from  sister 
State  societies  were  called  upon  for  some  remarks. 

Drs.  Murdoch  and  R.  C.  Stiles,  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  and  S.  Lilly,  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Medical 
Society,  then  made  short  addresses,  and  the  President,  Dr.  Wal- 
lace, in  return,  thanked  the  gentlemen  for  the  interest  manifested. 

Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  presented  and  read  an  appeal 
on  behalf  of  the  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Pennsylvania,  with 
resolutions,  but  by  request  action  on  them  was  postponed,  as  the 
Nominating  Committee  wished  to  retire  to  attend  to  their  duties. 

The  Committee  on  Inspection  of  Drugs,  Dr.  Cummiskey  Chair- 
man, presented  their  report,  which,  on  motion,  was  received,  and 
the  Committee  was  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  Price,  of  Chester,  it  was 

Be  solved-^  That  the  delegates  from  other  State  medical  societies, 
visiting  this  Societ}',  be  invited  to  participate  in  the  discussion  of 
the  various  questions  that  may  come  before  it. 

Dr.  T.  McKennan,  of  Washington,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee 
on  Vaccination,  read  their  report,  which  was  received,  and,  on 
motion,  the  Committee  was  discharged. 

Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  the  following,  which  was 
unanimously  adopted: — 

Whereas^  There  are  still  many  persons  in  every  community  who 
are  disbelievers  in  the  prophylactic  powers  of  vaccination,  and 
many  also  who  oppose  the  operation,  on  the  ground  of  its  positively 
injurious  effects  upon  the  system  of  the  individual,  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
have  unshaken  confidence  in  its  protective  virtues,  and  that  they 
strongly  recommend  the  imperative  importance  of  it  as  the  only 
safe  means  of  preventing  the  spread  of  smallpox  to  every  inhabit- 
ant of  the  State. 

Dr.  DeWitt,  of  Dauphin,  offered  the  following: — 

Besolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  endeavoi^ 
to  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  requiring  all  makers  or  vendors  of  patent 
or  secret  medicines  to  print,  in  English,  and  place  upon  each  and 
every  bottle  or  package  of  such  medicine,  the  constituents  and  pro- 
portions of  said  bottle  or  package. 
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After  some  discussion,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Gallaher,  of  Alleghany 
this  was  postponed  for  the  present,  and  the  resolutions  of  Dr. 
Atlee  were  made  the  order  for  4  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  of  Philadelphia,  it  was  resolved  that, 
immediately  after  Dr.  Lee's  remarks,  Prof.  Qobrecht,  of  Cincinnati, 
be  requested  to  give  the  particulars  of  a  case  illustrating  the  anti- 
dotal effects  of  chloroform  on  strychnia. 

Dr.  Lee  then  exhibited  his  methods  of  suspension  for  spinal  dis- 
ease, and  exhibited  patients  using  the  apparatus. 

Prof.  Gobrecht  gave  an  account  of  a  case  of  attempted  poison- 
ing with  a  saturated  solution  of  strychnia  in  chloroform. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  corroborated  Dr.  Gobrecht's 
views,  and  related  a  very  similar  case. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  W.  Dale,  of  Cumberland,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  tendered  to  Drs.  Lee,  Gobrecht,  and  Atlee,  for  their 
interesting  and  instructive  remarks. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Nebinoer,  of  Philadelphia,  Drs.  Gobrecht  and 
Atlee  were  requested  to  write  out  their  cases  for  publication  in  the 
Transactions, 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Jos.  Parrish,  of  Delaware,  the  following  was 
adopted , — 

WJiereas^  The  use  of  opium  and  its  preparations,  as  an  intoxi- 
cant, is  increasing  to  an  extent  which  calls  for  investigation  by  the 
medical  profession,  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  report  next  year  on 
the  opium  habit,  its  causes,  symptoms,  and  treatment,  and  upon 
the  indiscriminate  sale  of  opium  by  druggists,  with  suggestions  as 
to  the  prevention  of  this  evil. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  Joseph  Parrish,  and  Orrin  Coo- 
LEY,  of  Delaware;  Edward  Wallace,  of  Berks ;  Jas.  King,  of  Alle- 
ghany ;  and  Jacob  Price,  of  Chester. 

Dr.  W.  R.  FiNDLEY,  of  Blair,  offered  the  following,  which,  after 
some  discussion,  was  laid  on  the  table : — 

The  American  Medical  Association  at  its  sessions  in  New  Or- 
leans, Friday,  May  7,  1869,  unanimously  passed  the  following  pre- 
amble and  resolution,  viz : — 

"  Whereas^  The  contract  system  is  contrary  to  medical  ethics : 
^^Resolved^  That  all  contract  physicians,  as  well  as  those  guilty 
of  bidding  for  practice  at  less  rates  than  those  established  b}'  a 
•majority  of  regular  graduates  of  the  same  locality,  be  classed  as 
irregular  practitioners." 

To  ascertain  the  sense  of  this  Society,  I  offer  the  following : — 

Resolved^  That  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania 
accepts  the  action  of  the  American  Medical  Association  of  May  7, 
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1869,  relating  to  "  contract  doctors,"  and  hereby  enjoins  it  upon  all 
county  socie1j)es  to  exclude  from  membership  any  and  all  physi- 
cians who  may  be  engaged  by  contract,  by  the  month. 

The  Committee  of  Publication,  through  its  Chairman,  Dr.  Wm. 
Mayburby,  presented  its  report  with  the  following  resolutions: — 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  omit  from  the  roll 
of  permanent  members,  according  to  the  constitution,  all  names  in 
regard  to  which  they  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  are  no 
longer  retained  on  the  roll  of  members  of  the  county  society  from 
which  they  were  originally  delegated,  or  through  which  they  ob- 
tained their  permanent  membership  in  this  Society. 

Re.Holved^  That  the  Committee  be  also  instructed  to  print  here- 
after, for  convenient  reference,  the  names  of  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  all  the  county  societies  together,  at  the  end  of  each  number 
of  the  Transactions^  in  alphabetical  order,  the  officers  of  said  socie- 
ties to  be  designated  by  the  appropriate  initials. 

Resolved^  That  in  order  that  the  Transactions  may  serve  more 
fully  as  a  directory  for  learning  the  names  and  residences  of  the 
respectable  practitioners  in  the  counties  in  which  county  organiza- 
tions exist,  the  societies  be  again  urged  to  carry  out  more  faithfully 
the  law  of  this  Society,  requiring  each  county  society  to  furnish 
annually  for  publication  a  correct  list  of  its  officers  and  members. 

Re, solved  J  That  since  many  numbers  of  the  Transactions  are 
entirely  out  of  print,  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  exchange  any  number  of  the  Transactions  of  which 
there  are  on  hand  more  than  five  copies  for  any  number  of  which 
the  Society  has  none. 

Resolved  J  That  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be  also 
instructed  to  procure,  as  opportunity  may  occur,  two  full  sets  of 
the  Transactions,  each  set  to  be  uniformly  bound,  and  one  of  them 
to  be  kept  for  the  Society  in  the  possession  of  each  of  these  officers. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetler,  of  Philadelphia,  the  report  was 
accepted,  and  the  resolutions  considered  seriatim. 

The  first  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

A  motion  of  Dr.  De  Witt,  of  Dauphin,  to  amend  the  second  by 
omitting  all  after  the  word  Transactions^  was  lost,  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  adopted  as  reported. 

The  third,  fourth,  and  fifth  resolutions  were  severally  adopted. 

Dr.  C.  P.  Sargent,  of  Montgomery,  offered  the  following,  which 
was  laid  over  till  next  session : — 

Whereas,  The  code  of  medical  ethics  declares  that  it  is  deroga- 
tory to  professional  character  for  a  physician  to  hold  a  patent  for 
any  surgical  instrument ;  and 

Whereas,  The  Constitution  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  declares  that  any  physician  who  shall  procure  a 
patent  for  a  remedy  or  surgical  instrument  shall  be  disqualified 
from  becoming  or  remaining  a  member  of  said  society ;  and 

WhereaSj  It  is  believed  that  the  copyright  law  which  secures  to 
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an  author  a  reward  for  his  labors  during  many  years,  by  preventing 
others  from  publishing  his  works,  is  just  and  proper,  calculated  not 
only  to  benefit  the  author,  but  also  to  improve  medical  literature, 
and  as  we  bejieve  there  is  no  difference  in  principle  between  pro- 
curing a  copyright  for  a  book  and  obtaining  a  patent-right  for  a 
surgical  instrument,  and  that  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the  one  are 
just  as  valid  for  the  other ;  therefore, 

Besoloed^  That  those  clauses  of  section  third,  article  five  of  the 
Constitution,  and  of  section  four,  article  first  of  the  Code  of  Ethics, 
concerning  the  duties  of  physicians  to  each  other  and  to  the  pro- 
fession at  large,  prohibiting  the  patenting  of  surgical  instruments, 
and  the  use  of  such  instruments  by  the  members  of  this  Society,  be 
annulled. 

On  motion  the  Society  adjourned  until  4  P.  M. 

Afternoon. 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  4  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  of  Philadelphia,  Drs.  H.  F.  Askew 
and  L.  P.  Bush,  of  Delaware,  who  were  present,  were  invited  to 
seats  with  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  John  Curwen,  of  Dauphin,  it  was 

Besolved,  That  in  the  future  a  business  committee  of  three  be 
appointed,  to  whom  all  matters  shall  be  referred  before  being 
brought  before  the  Society  for  action. 

Committee. — Drs.  Cubwen,  Teaill  Green,  of  Northampton,  and 
John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster. 

Dr.  J.  Cummiskey,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  the  following; — 

Amendment  to  By-laws — (p.  527,  Art.  3,  Sec.  2,  line  5) — after 
Committee  of  Publication — to  prepare  from  the  Reports  of  the 
County  Societies  a  Statistical  State  Report,  which  shall  present  in 
brief  and  together  all  the  points  of  interest  contained  in  said 
reports,  and  that  the  Committee  shall  have  discretionary  power  to 
publish  or  not  any  or  all  of  the  papers  referred  to  it,  excepting  only 
those  recommended  by  the  Standing  Committee. 

Objection  having  been  made  by  Dr.  Mayburry,  the  amendment 
was  laid  over  under  the  Constitution  till  next  session. 

Dr.  Washington  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  then  called  up  his 
preamble  and  resolution  as  follows  :— 

Whereas^  The  past  action  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania,  towards  the  Woman's  Medical  College  of  Pennsj^l- 
vania  originated  in  consequence  of  its  alleged  irregular  organiza- 
tion; and. 

Whereas^  The  Woman's  Medical  College  is  now  organized  upon 
the  same  basis  as  other  Colleges  recognized  by  this  Society :  There- 
fore, 

Besolvedj  That  the  State  Society  hereby  withdraws  its  objections 
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to  the  Woman's  Medical  College,  as  at  present  constitnted,  and 
rescinds  all  resolutions  aflfecting  that  institution,  and  the  status  of 
female  practitioners  of  good  moral  and  professional  standing,  who 
observe  the  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association. 

At  this  moment,  the  Nominating  Committee  appeared  and  pre- 
sented their  report,  which,  on  motion  of  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  was 
received. 

Some  discussion  ensuing  on  the  resolution  of  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee, 

Dr.  Stktler  requested  that  the  action  of  this  Society  on  that 
subject  in  1868,  be  read. 

Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee  moved  that  all  on  the  subject  in  the  Transac- 
tions of  the  Society  be  read.    This  was  lost. 

Dr.  Stetleb's  motion  to  read  the  former  proceedings  was  lost. 
Ayes  38,  nays  52. 

Dr.  T.  W.  Shaw,  of  Alleghany,  moved  that  no  one  shall  be  allowed 
to  speak  longer  than  five  minutes  at  a  time  nor  more  than  twice. 

Dr.  Gross  moved  to  amend  by  saying  10  minutes,  which  was 
carried,  and  the  motion  as  amended  was  adopted. 

After  much  discussion  by  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  and  Drs. 
Hamilton,  Stetler,  and  Mayburry,  of  Philadelphia,  and  H.  Cor- 
son, of  Montgomery,  the  hour  of  6J  having  arrived,  the  Society 
adjourned  until  10  A.  M.  Friday. 

THIRD    DAY. 

Friday,  June  10. 

The  President  called  the  Society  to  order  at  10  A.  M. 

On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  was  omitted. 

Dr.  J  AS.  S.  Carpenter,  of  Schuylkill,  rose  to  a  personal  explana- 
tion on  the  subject  of  the  case  recently  before  his  Society. 

The  President  decided  all  debate  on  the  subject  out  of  order,  as 
the  decision  of  the  Censors  in  the  case  was  final. 

Reports  from  county  societies  were  received  from  Alleghany, 
Blair,  Cambria,  Columbia  and  Montour,  Dauphin,  Ene,  Fayette, 
Franklin,  Green,  and  Philadelphia,  which  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Publication,  and  leave  was  granted  to  other  societies 
to  forward  their  reports  to  the  Permanent  Secretary. 

Dr.  Green,  of  Northampton,  on  behalf  of  the  Standing  Commit- 
tee, reported  that  nothing  had  been  referred  to  them. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  L.  Atlee,  12  o'clock  was  fixed  to  hear  a 
paper  by  Dr.  John  Curwen,  of  Delaware,  on  the  Proper  Treatment 
of  the  Insane. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HELD  IN  PHILADELPHIA,  JUNK  18T0.  29 

Dr.  Jos.  Parrish,  of  Dauphin,  offered  the  following  substitute  for 
Dr.  Atlee's  resolutions  pending  from  yesterday : — 

Whereas^  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia  and  the  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  acknowledge  a  common  Code  of  Ethics 
as  the  standard  of  intercourse  between  members  of  the  medical 
profession  and  the  community ;  and, 

Whereas^  said  Code  is  generally  received  as  the  sufficient  rule  of 
professional  conduct  by  most  of  the  county  societies  of  this  State, 
as  well  as  by  the  profession  at  large ;  therefore, 

Resolved^  That  all  action  of  this  Society  which  has  imposed  upon 
its  members  restrictions  that  are  not  required  by  the  common 
Code,  which  is  acknowledged  by  the  entire  medical  profession  of 
the  Continent,  is  in  our  opinion  unwise  and  unnecessary,  and  all 
such  action  is  hereby  repealed. 

He  stated  that  this  had  been  agreed  upon  by  Dr.  Atlee,  and 
others  who  favored  his  views. 

A  motion  by  Dr.  Cummiskey  to  lay  the  substitute  upon  the  table 
was  lost — ayes  36,  nays  42. 

After  which  the  substitute  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  ayes  46, 
noes  42. 

Drs.  Mayburry  and  Nebinqer,  of  Philadelphia,  having  called  for 
the  yeas  and  nays,  the  roll  was  called,  and  resulted  as  follows :  ayes 
57,  noes  53. 

Ayes.— Drs.  T.  R.  Yan  Kirk,  T.  W.  Shaw,  W.  J.  Gilmore,  J.  Scra- 
pie, T.  J.  Gallaher,  Wm.  Miller,  G.  D.  Bruce,  W.  B.  Hezlep,  W.  S. 
Huselton,  R.  L.  Walker,  J.  C.  Maggini,  J.  M.  Miller,  Edw.  Mills, 
V.  Homet,  G.  F.  Horton,  T.  S.  McPherson,  H.  Nye,  R.  C.  Foulke, 
C.  Irwin,  J.  Fay,  B.  Thompson,  T.  C.  Coxe,  M.  B.  Mosser,  S.  P.  Zieg- 
ler,  R.  L.  Sibbet,  W.  W.  Dale,  T.  R.  Hull,  W.  H.  Bradley,  J.  Low- 
man,  J.  P.  Worrell,  C.  S.  Heysham,  W.  B.  Ulrich,  W.  Varian,  C.  P. 
Bigelow,  T.  D.  Myers,  J.  P.  McVicker,  W.  L.  Atlee,  J.  L.  Atlee,  G. 
P.  Sargent,  Wm.  Corson,  G.  Underwood,  Traill  Green,  J.  L.  Zieg- 
ler,  J.  P.  Hosack,  T.  McKennan,  J.  R.  Wilson,  W.  R.  Findley,  H. 
Corson,  J.  Curwen,  J.  D.  Ross,  I.  N.  Kerlin,  Joseph  Parrish,  I.  N. 
Evans,  T.  F.  Oakes,  J.  S.  Crawford,  T.  Lyon— 56. 

Nays.— Drs.  A.  M.  Pollock,  W.  F.  Knox,  G.  W.  Langfitt,  R. 
W.  Christy,  R.  Clarke,  D.  M.  Weidman,  H.  F.  McGowan,  W.  D. 
Martin,  J.  R.  Umberger,  H.  B.  Buehler,  D.  C.  Keller,  A.  Nebinger, 
W.  M.  Welch,  A.  G.  B.  Hinkle,  W.  L.  Knight,  G.  Hamilton,  N. 
L.  Hatfield,  J.  H.  Smaltz,  J.  G.  Stetler,  T.  J.  Yarrow,  John  Bell, 
A.  M.  Slocum,  H.  Leaman,  J.  Schrack,  J.  E.  Singer,  P.  B.  Brei- 
nig,  A.  K.  Seam,  H.  Carpenter,  B.  E.  Mossman,  F.  F.  Davis,  L. 
H.  Laidley,  G.  B.  H.  Swayze,  J.  S.  Carpenter,  J.  W.  Donges,  J. 
F.  Treichler,  W.  B.  Erdman,  S.  D.  Gross,  W.  Mayburry,  W.  B.  At- 
kinson, L.  Turnbull,  H.  St.  Clair  Ash,  J.  Cummiskey,  R.  J.  Dungli- 
son,  A.  Fricke,  W.  C.  Phelps,  W.  H.  Bunn,  Nathan  Hatfield,  L.  S. 
Bolles,  C.  S.  Boker,  S.  R.  Morris,  A.  S.  Jordan,  A.  H.  Fish,  W. 
M.  Wallace,  President — 53. 
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The  question  coming  up  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  as 
amended  by  this  substitution,  Dr.  W.  M.  Weidman,  of  Berks,  offered 
as  an  amendment : — 

Besolued^  That  the  resolution  substituted  by  Dr.  Parrish  for 
that  of  Dr.  Atlee  be  referred  to  the  several  county  medical  socie- 
ties, with  instructions  to  report  thereon  at  the  next  meeting  of  this 
Society. 

Dr.  Stetler,  of  Philadelphia,  offered  a  further  amendment  to  this, 
which  the  President  decided  was  not  in  order. 

Dr.  Stetler  having  appealed  from  his  decision,  a  vote  was 
taken,  the  chair  was  not  sustained,  and  the  amendment  was  de- 
clared to  be  in  order. 

Dr.  Stetler  then  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  upon  the  amendment  of  Dr.  Weidman, 
which  was  rejected. 

Further  discussion  ensued,  and  the  hour  having  arrived  for  the 
paper  on  the  Proper  Treatment  of  the  Insane,  on  motion,  the  read- 
ing of  that  paper  was  postponed  until  1  o'clock. 

Much  further  discussion  ensued,  and  one  o'clock  having  arrived, 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson  (by  request  of  Dr.  Curwen),  the 
reading  of  the  paper  on  the  Insane  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Dr.  Nebinger,  of  Philadelphia,  then  offered  the  following : — 

Resolved^  That  the  question  be  laid  upon  the  table,  until  the 
American  Medical  Association  shall  have  decided  upon  it. 

Upon  this  resolution  the  ayes  and  nays  were  called,  and  resulted 
as  follows :  ayes  62,  nays  48. 

Ayes— Drs.  A.  M.  Pollock,  T.  R.  Yan  Kirk,T.  W.  Shaw,  W.  F. 
Knox,  G.  W.  Langfitt,  R.  C.  Foulke,  R.  W,  Christy,  J.  Fay,  R.  Clarke, 
D.  Murray  Weidman,  J.  F.  Ross,  M.  B.  Mosser,  S.  P.  Ziegler,  J.  Low- 
man,  J.  M.  Allen,  H.  F.  McGowan,  W.  D.  Martin,  J.  R.  Umberger, 
H.  B.  Buehler,  D.  C.  Keller,  C.  P.  Bigelow,  A.  Nebinger,  W.  M. 
Welsh,  A.  G.  B.  Hinkle,  W.  L.  Knight,  G.  Hamilton,  N.  L.  Hatfield, 
Nathan  Hatfield,  J.  H.  Sraaltz,  J.  G.  Stetler,  J.  Aitken  Meigs,  T. 
J.  Yarrow,  J.  R.  Wells,  J.  Bell,  A.  M.  Slocum,  G.  P.  Sargent,  P. 
B.  Breinig,  Henry  Carpenter,  L.  H.  Laidley,  N.  Packer,  J.  S.  Car- 
penter, J.  W.  Donges,  W.  B.  Erdman,  S.  D.  Gross,  W.  Mayburry, 
W.  H.  Pancoast,  W.  B.  Atkinson,  L.  TurnbuU,  H.  St.  C.  Ash,  J. 
Cummiskey,  R.  J.  Dunglison,  A.  Frick^,'W.  H.  Bunn,  J.  D.  Ross, 
J.  H.  Wehner,  C.  S.  Boker,  J.  G.  Maxwell,  S.  R.  Morris,  A.  S. 
Jordan,  A.  H.  Fish,  D.  M.  Cheston,  W.  M.  Wallace,  President— 62. 

Nays— Drs.  W.  J.  Gilmore,  J.  Semple,  T.  J.  Gallaher,  W.  N. 
Miller,  G.  D.  Bruce,  W.  B.  Hezlep,  W.  S.  Huselton,  R.  L.  Walker, 
H.  T.  Coffey,  J.  C.  Maggini,  Edward  Mills,  G.  F.  Horton,  T.  S. 
McPherson,  H.  Nye,  C.  Irwin,  B.  Thompson,  T.  C.  Coxe,  R.  L. 
Sibbet,  W.  F.  Robinson,  T.  R.  Hull,  W.  H.  Bradley,  J.  P:  Worrell, 
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W.  B.  TJlrich,  C.  A.  Rahter,  W.  Yarian,  T.  D.  Myers,  J.  P.  Mc- 
Ticker,  W.  L.  Atlee,  H.  Lenox  Hodge,  William  Corson,  G.  Under- 
wood, Traill  Green,  J.  L.  Atlee,  F.  F.  Davis,  G.  B.  H.  Swajze,  T. 
McKennan,  J.  R.  Wilson,  W.  R.  Findley,  H.  Corson,  J.  Curwen,!. 
N.  Kerlin,  Joseph  Parrish,  I.  N.  Evans,  Benjamin  Lee,  T.  F.  Oakes, 
J.  S.  Crawford,  T.  Lyon,  E.  Hellyer— 48. 

On  motion  the  Society  adjourned  till  4  P.  M. 

Afternoon, 

The  Society  was  called  to  order  by  the  President  at  4  P.  M. . 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  II.  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia,  the  hour  of 
adjournment  was  fixed  at  5^  o*clock. 

The  following  report  of  the  delegates  to  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  New  York  was  received  and  on  motion  referred  to  the 
Committee  of  Publication. 

To  the  President,  Officers,  and  Members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 

The  undersigned,  delegates  of  this  Society  to  the  Medical  Society 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  would  most  respectfully  say  that  they 
met  the  New  York  Medical  Society  in  Albany  at  their  usual  place 
of  meeting  on  the  first  day  of  February  last,  and  were  very  courte- 
ously presented  to  the  Society,  and  made  welcome  during  their 
session. 

There  was  a  large  attendance  of  delegates,  and  your  representa- 
tives were  peculiarly  interested  to  see  so  large  a  number  of  aged 
and  able  men  zealously  interested  in  furthering  the  interest  of  the 
Society. 

A  number  of  able,  practical,  and  interesting  papers  were  read 
and  listened  to  with  great  interest. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Moore,  of  Rochester,  read  a  paper  on  Colles'  fracture, 
and  by  request  of  the  Society  made  some  excellent  remarks  on  the 
treatment  of  fracture  of  the  clavicle.  Dr.  Gurdon  Buck,  of  New 
York,  read  a  practical  paper  on  lithotomy  and  lithotrity  and  their 
application  to  the  treatment  of  urinary  calculi.  Dr.  Frederic 
Hyde,  of  Courtland,  read  a  paper  on  malignant  tumors  of  the 
abdomen. 

Many  other  papers  were  presented  of  deep  interest  to  the  Society. 

The  Society  performed  a  large  amount  of  labor  during  its  session 
of  three  days.  We  were  strongly  and  favorably  impressed  with  the 
earnest  manner  in  which  the  Society  conducted  its  business.  It  is 
manifestly  a  working  organization,  and  devotes  itself  exclusively 
to  business. 

E.  P.  ALLEN. 
J.  S.  CRAWFORD, 
Delegates. 

The  report  of  the  Censors  of  the  2d  District  in  the  case  of  Dr. 
Cobb  was  read. 
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Xo  the  President^  Officers^  and  Members  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania : 

Whereas^  Charges  were  preferred  before  the  State  Medical 
Society  at  Erie,  June,  1869,  against  Dr.  Jno.  W.  Cobb,  of  Mont- 
rose, Susquehanna  County,  a  permanent  member  of  this  Society, 
for  unprofessional  conduct  in  the  circulation  of  handbills  of  a 
secret  nostrum,  and 

Whereas^  The  State  Medical  Society  referred  the  charges  to  the 
Censors  of  his  district,  and 

Whereas^  The  Chairman  of  the  Censors  has  informed  the  said 
Dr.  Jno.  W.  Cobb,  by  letter,  of  the  charges  preferred  against  him, 
and  also  of  the  action  of  the  State  Society  in  his  case,  and  requested 
him  to  appear  before  the  Censors  of  his  district  to  defend  his 
cause,  and 

Whereas,  The  said  Dr.  Jno.  W.  Cobb  has  failed  to  appear,  and 
the  Censors,  upon  investigation,  have  been  fully  satisfied  that  the 
charges  preferred  are  true,  therefore, 

Besolved,  That  Dr.  Jno.  W.  Cobb  be  expelled  from  this  Society 
for  unprofessional  conduct  in  advertising. 

E.  P.  ALLEN, 
P.  «.  BREINIG, 
W.  H.  BRADLEY, 
Censors  of  2d  District, 

On  motion  the  report  was  received  and  the  name  of  Dr.  Jno.  W^ 
Cobb  was  ordered  to  be  stricken  from  the  roll  of  Permanent  Mem- 
bers. 

Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : — 

Whereas,  At  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
recently  held  in  the  city  of  Washington,  the  following  preamble 
and  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted,  to  wit : 

"  WhereOrS,  Hospitals  in  their  primary  design  were  provided  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  the  cure  and  relief  of  the  sick  and  afflicted ;  and 
whereas,  medical  instruction,  where  it  is  given  in  them,  has  been 
engrafted  thereupon  at  the  instance  and  by  the  voluntary  agency 
of  the  physicians  and  surgeons,  who,  at  the  cost  of  much  additional 
labor  and  inconvenience,  have  liberally  devoted  to  this  subject  their 
talents  and  their  time ;  and  whereas,  furthermore,  it  is  through  the 
instrumentality  alone  of  a  profession  which  is  doing  far  more  for 
suffering  humanity  than. any  other  class  of  the  community  that 
they  are  enabled  to  accomplish  the  benevolent  objects  of  their 
establishment,  it  is  therefore 

^^Besolved,  As  the  judgment  of  the  American  Medical  Association, 
that  while  all  that  relates  to  the  general  management  of  hospitals, 
the  accommodation,  board,  comfort,  etc  etc.,  of  the  patients, 
appertains  legitimately  to  the  managers  of  those  institutions,  the 
subject  of  medical  instruction  is  properly  neither  within  their  pro- 
vince nor  within  that  of  the  contributors,  but  in  right  and  in  cour- 
tesy belongs,  with  all  its  accidents,  exclusively  to  the  medical  staff, 
by  which,  in  the  laudable  desire  to  make  such  charities  tributary  to 
the  diffusion  of  professional  knowledge,  and  thus  of  accomplishing 
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the  utmost  good  of  which  they  are  capable,  it  was  originally  begun, 
and  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  has  been  gratuitously  given,  the  fees 
to  which  the  lecturers  are  justly  entitled  having  been  in  many  in- 
stances, if  not  in  all,  generously  relinquished  to  the  hospitals  with 
the  view  either  of  founding  libraries  or  extending  in  some  other 
way  their  capacity  for  usefulness. 

^^Resolved^  That  it  be  recommended  to  the  societies  in  connection 
with  this  Association  to  take  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  ex- 
pedient to  promote  just  views  of  the  relations  which  should  exist 
between  the  medical  staff  and  managers  of  hospitals,  and  of  the 
obligations  which  they  reciprocally  involve  ;"  it  is  therefore 

Resolved^  In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  that  Asso- 
ciation, that  this  Society  reaffirms  the  sentiments  contained  in  the 
above  preamble  and  resolutions,  as  a  just  and  proper  assertion  of 
the  rights,  dignity,  and  independence  of  the  profession. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia,  the  Permanent 
Secretary  was  requested  to  send  a  copy  to  the  managers  of  each  of 
the  hospitals  in  this  State. 

The  Committee  on  Nurse  Training,  Dr.  James  King,  Chairman, 
not  having  reported,  after  an  explanation  by  Dr.  Gallaher  from 
Dr.  King  that  the  Committee  had  made  some  progress,  on  motion, 
the  Committee  was  continued. 

The  Committee  on  Medical  Education  not  having  reported,  it 
was,  on  motion,  discharged. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Alleghany,  two  weeks  were 
allowed  for  the  county  societies  to  send  in  their  reports. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  the  nominations  for  officers  for 
1871  were  confirmed: — 

President, 
Samuel  D.  Gross,  Philadelphia  County. 

Vice-Presidents, 
Joseph  Parrish,  Delaware  County. 

Wm.  R.  De  Witt,  Dauphin       " 

Thos.  R.  Hull,  Columbia  and  Montour  Co. 

Geo.  D.  Bruce,  Alleghany  County. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
Laurence  Turnbull,  Philadelphia  County. 

Permanent  Secretary, 
Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  Philadelphia  County. 

Eecording  Secretary, 
J.  P.  McYicker,  Ljxoming  County. 

Treasurer, 
Wm.  Mayburry,  Philadelphia  County. 
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Delegates  to  American 
Ed.  Mills, 
Jas.  Galbraith, 
A.  M.  Pollock, 
J.  B.  McKelvy, 
£.  E.  Mobsman, 
P.  B.  Breinio, 

R.  C.  FOULKE, 

M.  F.  Robinson, 
J.  L.  Atlee, 
J.  F.  Ross, 
R.  S.  Simington, 
H.  S.  Reeser, 
W.  B.  Erdman, 
W.  H.  Panooast, 
Jos.  Parrish, 


Medical  Association. 
Bradford  County. 
Perry  " 

Alleghany  " 
Columbia  " 
Mercer  " 

Northampton  County. 
Bucks  " 

Cumberland  " 

Lancaster  " 

Clarion  " 

Montour  '• 

Berks        •  " 

Lehigh  " 

Philadelphia         " 
Delaware  " 


Censors- 
HiRAM  Corson, 
W.  W.  Rutherford, 
W.  Murray  Weidman, 
H.  St.  Clair  Ash, 
Henry  Carpenter, 


'First  District. 

Montgomery  County. 
Dauphin  " 

Berks  " 

Philadelphia       " 
Lancaster  " 


Second  District. 
E.  p.  Allen,  Bradford  County. 

W.  H.  McGiLL,  Columbia  and  Mont'  Co. 

Fred.  Corss,  Luzerne  County. 

C.  P.  BiGELOW,  Susquehanna  County. 

P.  B.  Breinig,  Northampton    " 

Third  and  Fourth  Districts. 


J.  D.  Ross, 
W.  R.  Hull, 
J.  S.  Crawford, 
J.  M.  Gemmill, 

R.  L.  SiBBET, 


W.  S.  ja^USELTON, 

G.  W.  Coulter, 
W.  S.  Duncan, 
W.  J.  Langfitt, 
Wm.  Anderson, 


Blair  County. 
Lycoming  County. 

Blair  " 

Cumberland  " 


Fifth  District. 


Alleghany  County, 
Butler  " 

Fayette  " 

Beaver  " 

Indiana  ^' 
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Sixth  DistricU 

S.  G.  Snowden,  Venango  County. 

J.  C.  Cotton,  Crawford      " 

G.  C.  Bennett,  Erie  " 

B.  E.  Phelps,  "  " 
Jas.  Ross,  Clarion  " 

Committee  of  Arrangements. 

J.  S.  Crawfoed,  Lycoming  County. 

Thos.  Lyon,        i 
Sam'l  Pollock, 

F.  H.  Helsby, 
W.  R.  Hull, 

Committee  of  Publication, 

Wm.  Mayburry,  Chair  man  j         Philadelphia  County. 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson, 

Wm.  H.  Pancoast, 

Laurence  Turnbull, 

A.  H.  Fish, 

Thos.  Lyon, 

G.  W.  Barr, 

Delegates  to  New  Jersey  Medical  Society. 

J.  F.  Treichler,  Schuylkill  County. 

A.  H.  Fish,  Philadelphia    " 

C.  S.  BoKER,  :  ''  " 

Delegates  to  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

John  Curwen,  Dauphin  County. 

E.  R.  Mayer,  Luzerne       " 

Hiram  Corson,  Montgomery  County. 

Delegates  to  Ohio  Medical  Society. 

H.  T.  Coffey,  Alleghany  County. 

J.  E.  Singer,  Perry  " 

G.  W.  Langfitt,  Beaver  " 

Delegates  to  Massachusetts  Medical  Society. 

H.  B.  Buehler,  Dauphin  County. 

N.  Hatfield,  Philadelphia  " 

Wm.  M.Welch,  u  « 
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Delegates  to  Qonnecticut  Medical  Society. 
W.  H.  Bradley,  Columbia  County. 

E.  G.  Martin,  Lehigh  " 

L.  S.  BoLLES,  Philadelphia  " 

Delegates  to  Delaware  State  Medical  Society. 
Edw.  Wallace,  Berks  County. 

Jacob  Price,  Chester    " 

I.  Newton  Evans,  Montgomery  County. 

Delegates  to  West  Virginia  Medical  Society. 
Thos.  J.  Gallaher,  Alleghany  County. 

L.  H.  LiNDLEY,  Greene  " 

D.  W.  Bland,  Schuylkill       " 

Delegates  to  Indiana  Medical  Society 
James  King,  Alleghany  County. 

W.  H.  BuNN,  Philadelphia  " 

W.  C.  Phelps,  "  " 

Place  of  meeting — Williamsport,  11  b^clock,  2d  Wednesday  of 
June,  1871. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  Drs.  W.  H.  Panooast  and  A.  Neb- 
INGER  were  appointed  to  conduct  the  President  elect  to  the  chair. 
Dr.  Samuel  D.  Gross,  on  assuming  the  chair  as  President,  said : — 

Allow  me,  gentlemen,  to  tender  you  my  most  cordial  acknow- 
ledgments for  the  honor  you  have  done  me  in  appointing  me  your 
presiding  officer.  It  has  b^en  my  lot,  during  a  somewhat  varied 
life,  to  be  the  recipient  of  many  professional  compliments,  domestic 
as  well'  as  foreign ;  but  of  all  that  have  been  bestowed  upon  me 
there  is  none  which  I  value  so  much  as  this,  or  of  which  I  shall 
carry  with  me  to  my  grave  more  agreeable  recollections,  the  more 
especially  as  it  was  alike  unexpected  and  unsolicited.  A  native 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  a  graduate  of  one  of  its  great  medical  schools, 
I  commenced  my  professional  life  in  this  city ;  but,  after  a  labo- 
rious struggle  for  nearlj'^  two  years,  finding  that  my  outlay  exceeded 
my  income,  and  that  the  struggle  was  far  from  being  ended,  I  took 
up  my  residence  in  one  of  our  interior  towns,  celebrated  for  its 
beautiful  scenery,  the  intelligence  of  its  citizens,  and  the  excellence 
of  its  medical  men.  Panting  for  a  wider  and  more  useful  field,  I 
left  Easton,  endeared  to  me  by  many  of  the  most  delightful  asso- 
ciations of  my  life,  for  Cincinnati,  the  "  Queen  of  the  West,"  as  it 
was  then  called,  to  perform,  at  first,  the  duties  of  Demonstrator  of 
Anatomy  in  the  Medical  College  of  Ohio,  and  subsequently  those 
of  Professor  of  Pathological  Anatomy  in  the  Medical  Department  of 
the  Cincinnati  College.  In  1840,  I  removed  to  Louisville,  as  the 
incumbent  of  the  chair  of  Surgery  in  its  once  famous  University, 
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working  side  by  side  with  great  physicians,  and  with  some  of  the 
most  illustrious  teiichers  of  the  age.  During  my  connection  with 
that  institution,  I  had  the  honor  to  assist  in  founding  the  Kentucky 
State  Medical  Society,  and  of  being  its  second  President.  In  1856, 
my  Alma  Mater  called  me  to  its  chair  of  Surgery,  as  the  successor 
of  the  lamented  Miitter,  whose  portrait  graces  the  hall  in  which  we 
are  now  assembled.  Since  that  time  I  have  been  President  of  the 
Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society,  President  of  the  National 
Teachers'  Convention,  and  President  of  the  American  Medical  As- 
sociation, which,  during  my  term  of  oflSce,  I  had  the  honor  to 
represent  in  the  British  Medical  Association,  at  its  meeting  at  Ox- 
ford, in  1868. 

I  make  these  statements  in  no  spirit  of  self-glorification,  but 
simply  to  substantiate  what  I  said  a  few  minutes  ago  in  regard  to 
the  marks  of  esteem  and  affection  that  I  have  received  from  my 
professional  brethren  in  different  sections  of  the  country.  Of  all 
these  honors,  none,  I  repeat  it,  have  been  so  grateful  to  my  heart 
as  the  one  you  have  just  conferred  upon  me.  It  is  an  expression 
of  the  good-will,  of  the  kindly  feeling,  of  my  own  immediate  fellow- 
citizens,  of  men  who  know  me  most  intimately  in  all  the  relations 
of  life,  moral,  social,  and  professional,  and  who  are  therefore  fully 
competent  xo  form  a  correct  estimate  of  my  character.  I  am,  never- 
theless, not  vain  enough  to  suppose  that  this  high  compliment  has 
been  bestowed  upon  me  solely  on  account  of  any  personal  preference 
for  me ;  on  the  contrary,  I  cannot  help  seeing  in  it  a  desire  to  honor 
the  great  school  with  which  I  have  been  so  long  associated,  and 
which  has  rendered  such  signal  service  in  upholding  the  honor  and 
dignity  of  the  medical  profession  of  this  great  Commonwealth,  so 
universally  acknowledged  as  one  of  the  great  centres  of  medical 
science  and  medical  education. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Pancoast,  Drs.  Mayburry  and  A.  M. 
Pollock  were  appointed  to  conduct  the  Vice-Presidents  to  their 
chairs. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Nebinoer,  Dr.  R.  L.  Sibbet,  of  Cumberland, 
was  requested  to  exhibit  and  explain  a  compound  craniotomy  in- 
strument. 

This  subject  was  discussed  by  Drs.  Nebinger  and  H.  Lenox 
Hodge. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Mayburry,  Dr.  Sibbet  was  requested  to 
furnish  a  description  of  the  instrument  with  a  drawing  for  publi- 
cation in  the  Transactions, 

On  motion  ot  Dr.  G.  W.  Langfitt,  of  Beaver  County,  it  was — 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  tendered  to  the 
retiring  President  for  the  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he 
presided  over  the  deliberations  of  the  Society,  and  to  all  the  other 
officers  for  the  faithful  manner  in  which  they  performed  their  duties. 

sixth  series. — PART  L  4 
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On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  S.  Huselton,  of  Alleghany,  it  was — 

Resolved^  That  the  delegates  to  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  fully  appreciate  the  kindness  and  hospitality  ex- 
tended to  them  by  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society,  and 
that  they  have  our  hearty  thanks  for  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  H.  Nte,  it  was — 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  are  due  to  the  College 
of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia  for  the  use  of  their  rooms  during  the 
present  session. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  T.  J.  Gallaheb,  of  Alleghany,  it  was — 

Resolved^  That  the  thanks  of  this  Society  be  tendered  to  Pro- 
fessor R.  E.  Rogers,  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  Dr.  J. 
SoLis  Cohen,  Professors  J.  Aitken  Meigs,  B.  H.  Rand,  and  others, 
of  the  Jefferson  Medical  College,  for  their  interesting  and  instruct- 
ive lectures  and  exhibitions ;  to  the  Officers  of  the  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Institution,  the  House  of  Refuge,  and  others  who  have  kindly 
invited  us  to  their  institutions ;  and  also  to  Prof.  E.  Wallace  and 
Dr.  W.  H.  Pancoast  for  their  courteous  hospitality  and  elegant 
entertainments  given  us  during  the  sittings  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Stetlee,  of  Philadelphia,  the  thanks  of  the 
Society  were  tendered  to  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the 
pleasant  manner  in  which  they  had  entertained  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  H.  T.  Coffey,  of  Alleghany,  thanks  were  ten- 
dered to  the  reporters  of  the  various  papers  for  the  faithful  manner 
in  which  they  performed  their  duties. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned,  to  meet  at  Williamsport  on  the 
second  Wednesday  of  June,  1871,  at  11  o'clock  A.  M. 

WM.  B.  ATKINSON, 

Permanent  Secretary, 
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PRESIDENT,  W.  M.WALLACE,  M.D. 


Gentlemen  of  the  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania: 

I  stand  in  the  medical  metropolis  of  the  XJnited  States  of  America, 
before  the  representatives  of  the  medical  profession,  of  the  four 
million  inhabitants,  that  make  up  the  commonwealth  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. Methinks  the  spirits  of  the  accurate  and  benevolent  Wis- 
tar;  of  the  observing  and  inquiring  Rush,  who  impressed  his  views 
so  strongly  on  the  medical  mind  of  his  own  day  and  the  future ;  of 
the  practical  and  original  Physick ;  of  the  close-thinking  and  adap- 
tive Dewees ;  of  the  eloquent  and  courtly  Chapman ;  look  down 
with  exceeding  gladness  from  their  happy  seats  among  the  Cheru- 
bim of  Science,  upon  an  assembly  of  men  brought  together  by  the 
advanced  civilization  of  the  age,  to  consummate  the  measures  and 
principles  which  they,  a  small  and  comparatively  weak  body,  in- 
augurated ;  in  the  hope  that  what  their  labors  planted  and  watered 
would  bloom  into  flowers,  and  mature  into  fruit.  More  now  than 
at  any  previous  time  is  this  hope  realized.  The  nineteenth  century 
— which  has  brought  forth  new  principles  in  Science,  and  enabled 
us  to  penetrate  the  depths  of  space,  and  polarize  light,  and  wire 
down  electricity  for  our  purposes,  and  force  steam  to  advance  our 
ends  and  minister  to  our  convenience — has  not  permitted  to  pass 
by  unnoticed  and  unadvanced,  the  various  sciences  that  unite  to 
make  up  the  scholarship  and  the  power  of  medicine  and  surgery. 
Not  alone  has  the  surgeon  learned  to  use  more  skilfully,  and  there- 
fore more  boldly  and  prudently,  the  dangerous  knife ;  but  Chemis- 
try and  Pathology  have  put  into  his  hands  the  means  of  arresting 
putrescence,  and  sustaining  life,  until  the  medicinal  power  of  the 
body  can  lift  his  patient  from  the  sunken  condition  in  which  the 
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animal  powers  fail  to  recuperate,  into  a  state  in  which  the  vital 
forces  in  their  reciprocal  play  produce  healthful  vigor.  The  phy- 
sician, with  Improved  principles  forged  out  by  experiment  and 
thought,  has  fqund  better  and  neater  preparations  with  which  to 
effect  his  purposes;  and  the  rapid  communications  of  the  press 
and  the  mail  make  the  common  property  of  all  what  in  early  ages 
was,  to  a  great  extent,  only  useful  to  the  few  within  the  immediate 
range  of  discovery. 

These  changes  do  not  alone  affect  the  physician  as  a  practitioner 
of  medicine.  True  it  is,  the  comfort  and  convenience  of  his  pa- 
tient is  greatly  subserved,  his  own  confidence  and  skill  are  much 
increasied,  and  the  result  of  his  practice  is. the  better  health  of  those 
under  his  care,  and  the  lessened  loss  of  human  life,  but,  as  the  re- 
sult of  more  enlarged  opportunities  of  communication  with  the 
medical  world,  his  knowledge  is  increased,  his  mind  enlightened, 
his  ideas  more  liberalized,  and  he  is  drawn  out  from  self  into  sym- 
pathy with  the  world  of  men.  Hitherto  the  physician  has  been  for 
the  most  part  an  isolated  being.  Shut  up  in  a  country  district,  or 
in  a  small  town,  he  has  had  little  intercourse  with  the  learned,  and 
has  felt  too  little  the  necessity  of  increasing  that  intercourse  by 
organized  societies,  or  by  medical  periodicals.  Surrounded  only 
by  those  who  judged  of  him  more  by  his  sympathies  with  them- 
selves, and  his  assimilation  of  manners  to  theirs,  than  by  his  studi- 
ous habits  and  his  already  acquired  knowledge,  he  has  had  little 
stimulus,  and  few  inducements  to  urge  him  forward  to  increase  of 
information  and  general  improvement  of  mind.  Even  in  the  cen- 
tres of  intelligence  it  has  occasionally  happened  that  the  less  wor- 
thy, and  the  less  valuable,  become  the  more  noted,  and  more  popu- 
lar practitioners.  Much  more  likely  is  this  to  occur  in  the  small 
towns  and  more  sparsely  populated  districts,  removed  from  the 
centres  of  thought  and  mental  observation,  and  where  the  ^eater 
necessity  for  labor  to  support  life  leaves  less  time  for  literary 
leisure,  and  where  literature  is  not  accompanied  with  those  adjuncts 
that  make  it  attractive  in  large  cities. 

Thus  the  country  physician,  with  science  enough  for  his  surround- 
ings and  his  purposes,  not  stimulated  by  rivalry  with  others  of 
higher  scientific  pretensions,  seldom  meeting  with  fellow  practi- 
tioners, and,  perhaps,  never  attending  a  society  of  medical  men^, 
and  practising  in  the  rut  worn  by  his  constant  round  in  the  track 
of  his  elementary  works,  became  an  industrious,  plodding  doctor, 
vegetating  among  a  people  to  whom  he  was  a  necessity,  but  for 
whose  mental  and  physical  benefit  he  did  not  labor  beyond  the 
routine  marked  out  in  his  preceptor's  ofiSce.    Moderately  respected, 
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very  reasonably  remunerated,  he  thought  not  of  raising  himself 
above  the  common  level.  Except  his  lancet  and  scalpel,  his  instru- 
ments slowly  acquired  spots  of  rust,  and  he  preferred  to  wait  and 
wait,  rather  than  risk  the  use  of  his  obstetric  forteps,  if,  indeed, 
he  possessed  a  pair  of  those  indispensable  instruments.  A  case 
involving  any  difficulty  was  sent  to  the  centres  of  operative  skill, 
or  professors  of  repute  might,  at  rare  intervals,  be  brought  out  to 
disturb  the  calm  surface  of  country  life.  It  is  cause  for  rejoicing 
that  the  click  of  the  telegraph  instrument,  and  the  railway  whistle, 
with  the  daily  newspaper  and  the  medical  journal  and  retrospect, 
have  penetrated  the  wood-covered  gorges  and  dragged  forth  man 
into  communion  with  his  fellows.  It  is  not  now  that  some  lone 
physician,  or  some  small  knot  of  doctors  in  a  country  town, 
who  might,  at  times,  rouse  up  to  a  sense  of  insufficiency  for  the 
onerous  and  responsible  duties  they  were  called  on  to  perform, 
look  with  a  longing  desire  to  attend  a  convention  of  learned  men, 
and  shake  their  heads  dolefully  over  the  idea  of  a  journey  of  time 
and  labor  and  expense,  in  a  stage  or  on  horseback,  and  over  heavy 
and  seemingly  never-ending  roads.  Thanks  to  science,  invention, 
and  enterprise,  we  can  now  reach  local  points  adapted  to  the  assem- 
bling of  the  whole  delegation  of  the  State,  for  mutual  benefit  and 
improvement,  and  mutual  encouragement,  and  by  united  effort  can 
brace  up  ourselves  to  meet  the  professional  duties  to  be  demanded 
of  us,  in  a  manner  befitting  conscientious  and  efficient  men. 

But,  to  whom  much  is  given,  of  him  much  should  be  required. 
With  the  opportunity  arises  the  responsibility.  The  responsibility 
of  those  in  the  collegiate  emporium,  brightened  by  mutual  attri- 
tion, and  habits  of  thought  and  teaching,  to  inform  and  to  direct, 
and  of  those  scattered  abroad  in  the  land,  to  be,  and  to  become 
again  centres  of  usefulness  and  of  light  to  their  fellow-men,  and  to 
the  great  brotherhood,  our  co-laborers.  There  is  some  ground  for 
the  opinion  that  it  is  too  common  an  idea  of  medical  men  that 
their  duties  to  the  family  of  man  are  well  performed,  when  they 
have  skilfully  and  kindly,  with  courtesy  and  refinement,  attended 
to  physical  disease,  and  directed  the  hygienic  measures  necessary 
to  keep  individuals  and  the  community  in  reasonable  health  and 
preservation.  This  error,  for  such  it  would  appear  to  be,  is  not 
surprising,  as  we  have  a  numerous  and  enlightened  body  of  men 
set  apart  for  the  purpose  of  teaching  morals  and  religion,  and 
another  body,  equally  numerous  and  intelligent,  employed  in  the 
construction  of  laws  and  the  administration  of  justice.  To  these, 
it  might  reasonably  be  said,  are  properly  left  the  creation,  direc- 
tion, and  enforcement  of  those  rules  and  measures  which  are  for 
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the  moral  and  legal  guidance  and  restraint  of  the  population.  To 
them  are  given  the  pulpits  and  the  courts,  and  to  them  the  oppor- 
tunities for  publicly  spreading  opinions  in  churches  and  fora,  which 
are  denied  to  the  active  physician,  busied  in  his  undBasing  round 
of  social  confidences  with  humanity.  In  the  schools  alone  are 
heard  the  physiologist  and  pathologist,  and  then  the  address  is 
hearkened  to  but  by  learned  youth  and  but  in  the  language  of  sci- 
ence. Much  truth  is  there  in  this,  and  perhaps  no  fact  has  ever 
operated  to  depress  the  confidence  and  repress  the  energies  of  any 
body  of  active  and  learned  men  more  effectually  than  has  the  fact 
that  the  busy  practitioner  of  physic,  from  peculiar  circumstances,  is 
shut  out  from  being  a  public  speaker,  depressed  his  ambition,  and 
prevented  an  effort  for  the  benefit  of  his  fellow-men  beyond  the 
limit  of  his  circle  of  labor. 

Every  citizen  desires  to  raise  in  position  and  public  estimation 
the  fraternity  with  which  his  business  avocation  connects  him. 
Outside  of  his  special  business,  he  falls  into  the  mass  of  men. 
Thus,  the  people  are  the  mass  outside  of  their  specialties.  When 
not  specially  maintaining  the  rights  of  our  own  body,  we  are  of 
this  mass,  and,  as  part  of  it,  have  imperative  duties  to  perform. 
Too  much,  as  members  of  the  community,  have  we  wrapped  our 
talent  in  a  napkin,  and  only  offered  back  to  the  body  politic  the 
peace  and  protection  we  as  individuals  receive,  and  are  willing  as 
individuals  to  give  to  others.  Too  little,  perhaps,  has  the  physician 
reflected  that  his  natural  position  as  a  member  of  society  is  a  very 
peculiar  one  among  the  social  conditions  of  civilization.  Not  alone 
in  his  constant  intercourse  with  men  in  the  outside  walks  of  life, 
but  in  the  inner  relations  with  humanity  which  make  up  the  family 
circle,  he  reaches  a  close  intimacy,  the  result  of  circumstances 
which  he  does  not  control,  and  which  are  necessary  sequences  of 
his  position,  and  which  no  train  of  events  does  or  can  give  to  the 
clergyman,  the  attorney,  or  the  confidential  adviser. 

The  physician  obtains  entrance  to  the  deeper  life  of  his  fellow- 
being  when  the  floodgates  of  reserve  are  broken  down  and  the  rush 
of  feelings  becomes  uncontrollable.  When  the  resolute  and  decided 
man  requests  the  surgeon's  signature  to  his  last  will,  and  breathes 
the  lethean  gas  that  is  to  put  his  sensations  in  abeyance,  with  a 
knowledge  that  the  knife  must  cut  near  to  tissues  essential  to  life, 
can  he  guard  his  practised  brain  against  the  confidence  so  natural 
to  repose  in  him  in  whose  care  he  has  placed  the  continuance  of  his 
vitality  ? ,  When  he  again  wakes  to  a  realization  that  the  critical 
point  has  been  passed,  and  that  he  has  once  more  a  prolonged 
respite  from  the  fell  destroyer,  will  he  remain  the  cautious,  worldly, 
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calculating  entity  that  long  intercourse  with  other  calculating 
brains  has  made  him  ?  The  surgeon,  if  his  equal  in  mind  and  cul- 
tivation, has  found  him  in  his  hour  of  weakness,  not  of  body  only, 
but  of  mind ;  he  has  found  him  with  a  tendency  to  openness  of 
spirit  and  candor  that  no  other  event  could  produce.  Constant 
practice  in  business  has  made  that  brain  cautious  and  watchful ; 
occasional  failures  have  made  it  firm  and  determined;  successes 
have  made  it  exultant,  and  energized  its  confidence.  Unbalanced 
it  is  never  until  the  danger  of  an  immediate  cessation  of  vitality 
compels  his  attention,  and  threatens,  not  dissolution  alone,  but  a 
future  retribution,  so  often  a  greater  terror  to  the  ambitious  and 
less  scrupulous.  Man  cannot  speak  or  write  without  showing  his 
inner  self;  how  much  more,  in  such  extremity,  to  the  surgeon  is 
the  mind  unconsciously  laid  bare  in  the  depths  of  its  inner  life ! 

We  have  bent  over  the  cradle  and  calculated  the  chances  of  a 
life  precious  beyond  all  price,  when  our  calm  intensity  seemed  a 
mockery  beside  the  abandoned  agony  of  one  of  whom  that  life  was 
but  lately  a  part,  and  to  whom  that  flickering  vitality  now  seems 
more  than  her  own  being.  "Would  God  I  could  suffer  for  thee,  my 
precious,"  is  the  language  of  her  spirit,  and  shows  itself  in  every 
look  and  in  every  action,  and  in  the  eager  willingness  to  accept  the 
dicta  of  him  whose  knowledge  and  skill  are  now  the  hope,  under 
the  Divine  laws,  of  preserving  the  light  of  her  existence.  Is  the 
mind  here  closed  to  the  inspection  of  the  calm  and  practised  physi- 
cian ?  Can  the  conventionalities  of  fashionable  life  cover  over  the 
human  heart  in  this  its  utter  abandonment  to  an  overpowering 
emotion  f  We  have  listened  to  the  maiden  alarmed  by  the  appre- 
hensions of  a  fond  parent,  yet  unbelieving,  when  the  slight  cough, 
the  pearly  eye,  the  contracted  and  transparent  hands,  and  the  cheek 
blushing,  but  not  with  modesty  or  emotion,  strike  a  terror  to  our 
hearts  as  with  cautious  and  measured  expressions  we  gently  infuse 
our  own  hopelessness  into  the  mind  of  our  patient,  doubly  interest- 
ing from  the  ethereal  beauty  that  death  throws  around  the  spirit  of 
his  victim.  As  the  alarming  truth  dawns  upon  the  mind,  and  earth 
recedes,  and  hopes  of  future  bliss  open,  we  have  seen  the  meek  but 
strong  flood  of  emotion  break  down  the  barriers  that  have  held 
back  the  deep  maidenly  instincts,  hitherto  unseen  and  unfathomed. 
We  forbear,  even  in  a  medical  body,  to  speak  of  those  trying 
periods  where  hope,  alarm,  and  agony  are  united  in  one  over- 
powering prayer  for  relief:  there  are  times  too  sacred  for  anything 
but  forgetfulness.  Again  let  us  repeat  that  with  power  comes 
responsibility,  an^  the  first  duty  and  necessity  of  the  physician  is 
the  acquirement  and  advancement  of  knowledge;  not  alone  the 
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information  acquired  in  academies  and  colleges,  and  the  several 
sciences  taught  in  our  medical  schools,  but  that  persevering  search 
that  combines  habits  of  study  with  the  experiments  of  practice. 
Much  of  the  practice  of  medicine  is  a  balancing  of  the  probabilities 
of  epidemics,  individual  constitution,  and  the  period  of  the  disease, 
and  that  mind  cannot  be  said  to  do  its  duty  that  comes  to  the  bed- 
side uninformed  of  the  experience  and  views  of  the  medical  world 
gathered  in  the  Hter  treatises  and  the  synopses  and  periodicals  of 
the  day.  Besides  this,  a  mind  sharpened  with  habitual  reflection 
and  comparison  is  not  the  same  with  a  mind  dulled  by  indolence, 
and  only  roused  to  thought  by  special  call  upon  it.  The  prac- 
tised and  brightened  intellect  seizes  on  symptoms,  follows  natural 
sequences,  and  works  out  truthful  results,  which  the  brain  less 
practised  and  less  informed  cannot  discover,  follow,  or  elaborate. 
To  attain  this  end,  of  meeting  squarely  the  demands  of  our  exacting 
profession,  and  never  sacrificing  the  welfare  or  life  of  our  patient 
by  our  dulness  or  ignorance,  involves  a  sacrifice  that  at  times  we 
feel  but  half  willing  to  incur.  In  large  cities  and  under  the  shadows 
of  the  portico,  it  is  true,  the  attrition  of  mind  with  mind  is  more 
likely  to  keep  bright  and  sharp  the  working  power,  though  even 
there  it  sometimes  occurs  that  a  professor  of  anatomy  or  surgery 
affects  to  know  less  of  the  later  discoveries  of  chemistry  than 
would  appear  advisable  in  one  to  whom  chemical  equivalents  are 
as  important  as  to  ^he  acolyte  he  is  soon  to  examine  for  a  degree. 
But  in  the  less  favored  and  less  populated  regions  the  tendency  of 
men  is  to  pursue  popular  favor  by  mixing  with  men  and  enlisting 
their  sympathies — to  be  conversant  with  the  politics  of  the  day, 
and  to  engage  only  in  the  prescription  and  dispensing  of  medicines 
by  which  to  accumulate  means.  These  must  in  part  be  laid  aside 
if  the  physician  would  manfully  fill  his  place  by  being  fbll  in  the 
knowledge  and  experience  of  his  time.  A  few  text-books,  one 
medical  journal,  and  an  occasional  reference  to  an  elementary  work 
are  but  scant  measure  in  meeting  the  requirements  properly  and 
justly  demanded  of  one  honored  by  a  trust  involving  life  itself,  nor 
can  so  limited  a  cultivation  of  mind  fit  him  for  the  reciprocal  duty 
of  informing  and  advising  with  his  fellow  co-laborers,  as  he  encoun- 
ters them  in  societies,  consultations,  or  that  ordinary  intercourse 
in  which  practical  men  drop  hints  so  valuable  to  each  other.  The 
onus  laid  on  the  physician  is  commensurate  with  the  great  trust 
delivered  to  him,  and  the  very  important  social  position  he  must 
occupy.  If  his  consciousness  inform  him  that  he  has  failed  to 
meet  the  requirements  of  his  place,  laws  as  immutable  as  those  of 
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physics  must  stamp  on  his  sensibilities  for  time,  if  not  for  eternity, 
the  distressing  agitations  of  regret  and  remorse. 

It  is  a  natural  result  of  the  standing  of  a  physician,  and  a  moral 
obligation  he  should  cheerfdlly  embrace  to  impress  to  some  extent 
his  own  character  on  that  of  the  patient,  whose  confidence  he  has 
secured,  and  whose  regard  he  has  obtained.  It  is  well  said  in  our 
Code  of  Ethics:  "There  is  no  profession,  from  the  members  of 
which  greater  purity  of  character  and  a  higher  standard  of  moral 
excellence  are  required."  We  are  answerable  to  the  father,  as  the 
man  in  whose  cultivated  sense  of  right  and  wrong  he  has  profound 
confidence,  and  for  whose  acquirements  and  knowledge  he  has  a 
respect  akin  to  reverence.  We  are  accountable  to  the  mother,  who, 
with  open  and  confiding  heart,  has  taught  her  children  to  esteem 
and  honor  him,  in  whom  she  trusts  to  credulity,  and  who  places 
them  in  the  broad  light  of  his  example  and  his  character.  We  are 
responsible  to  the  growing  boy,  of  mental  and  physical  habits  so 
imitative,  that  he  will  copy  the  defects  of  the  doctor,  whose  name 
is  never  spoken  in  the  household  but  with  affection  and  admiration. 
We  are  amenable  to  human  beings  of  every  kind  surrounding  us, 
not  if  possible,  to  allow  a  little  folly,  to  spread  infection  of  moral 
obliquity,  from  one  who  is  held  in  reputation  and  honor.  It  is 
not  intemperance,  lewdness,  or  profanity  that  is  to  be  deprecated. 
The  day  has  passed,  when  such  things  can,  with  impunity,  be  even 
named  in  connection  with  a  physician.  The  world  of  this  time 
exacts,  and  with  justice,  a  high  correct  educational  standard,  for 
those  with  whom  it  trusts  life  and  health  and  the  welfare  of  its 
families. 

A  conversation  untainted  by  an  impure  expression,  should  char- 
acterize him,  whose  daily  life  is  one  round  of  confidences  and  inter- 
course with  matron,  with  maiden,  and  with  children.  How  the 
filthy  jest  or  anecdote  stinks  like  the  dead  fly  in  rancid  ointment, 
from  the  mouth  of  the  kind  friend,  who  has  sympathized  with  the 
bereaved  father,  or  soothed  the  weeping  mother,  or  tried  to  smooth 
the  pillow  for  the  head  of  dying  youth.  Can  a  body  of  men  be 
found  understanding  better,  the  imperative  power  of  quiet,  unim- 
passioned  demeanor,  balanced  between  caution  and  energy? 
Well  do  yon  know  that  a  voice  modulated  to  the  tenderest  tone 
of  sympathy,  and  an  eye  beaming  with  interest  and  kindness,  are 
entirely  compatible  with  a  mind  firm  and  self-possessed  and  de- 
manding obedience,  and  that  when  sustained  by  unblemished  cha- 
racter and  the  restrained,  but  busy  deportment  of  the  active  doctor, 
it  will  be  obeyed. 

Here  let  us  touch  one  subjective  view  that   I  approach  with 
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timidity — the  effect  of  medical  men,  as  individuals,  on  the  religious 
opinions  of  the  people.  As  a  class  we  reason  by  induction ; 
unlike  the  jurist,  whose  conclusions  are  a  series  of  decisions,  on 
rules  constantly  varied  for  the  supposed  good  of  the  community; 
unlike  the  divine,  whose  system  is  built  on  persuasion  and  faith, 
and  theories  of  the  connection  of  one  finite  mind  with  another 
and  both  with  the  mind  infinite.  The  physician  starts  invari- 
ably at  determined  facts,  and  by  reasoning  on  cause  and  effect, 
links  fact  to  fact.  As  one  great  mind  after  another  becomes 
dazzled  by  the  brilliant  light  of  its  own  theories,  the  united  indi- 
viduality of  working  doctors  ceases  to  follow  the  ignis  fatuus, 
and  goes  back  to  original  facts  to  commence  again  the  chain  of 
inductive  reasoning,  and  pursue  the  steady  lights  of  truth  along 
the  path  of  science.  A  false  theory  is  enunciated  by  a  brain  cor- 
ruscating  with  genius — false  facts  are  hurriedly  taken  up  by  enthu- 
siasts and  proclaimed  as  truth — wrong  ideas  of  practice  may  be 
advocated  by  journals  or  schools.  The  great  body  of  practitioners 
is  arrested,  and  their  attention  fixed.  For  a  time  they  investigate, 
they  reason,  they  cautiously  experiment.  Falsities  are  swept  from 
their  path  like  the  dry  leaves  by  the  blasts  of  November;  and 
again,  the  steady  tramp,  tramp,  of  the  great  army  is  heard  on  the 
highway  of  science  to  the  rescue  of  humanity,  their  constant 
look  fixed  on  the  run  of  the  epidemic,  the  sthenic  or  asthenic  type 
of  disease,  critical  days,  and  self-terminating  .or  relapsing  forms  of 
fever.  Fact,  ever  fact,  linked  by  inductive  reasoning,  holds  its 
influence  on  this  practically  thinking  etiological  mind ;  and  well 
has  this  unvarying  habit  worked  for  humanity,  as  shown  by  the 
increasing  length  of  human  life,  and  the  lessened  frequency  of 
plagues,  yellow  fevers,  and  their  cognates,  prime  ministers  of  the 
ghastly  rider  of  the  pale  horse. 

Starting  thus  from  an  unquestionable  basis,  and  ever  testing  his 
theories  and  conclusions  by  experiment,  the  physician  at  length 
feels  unwilling  to  confide  in  anything  but  the  concrete,  governed 
by  fixed  laws,  partly  hidden  as  yet,  but  which  he  and  his  co-seekers 
hope  to  search  out  by  investigating  equivalents,  molecules  and 
masses  and  their  forces  and  re-actions.  To  continue  to  believe  in 
miraculous  events  averred  to  have  happened  contrary  to  laws,  of 
the  regularity  and  certainty  of  which  he  has  no  doubt,  antagonizes 
his  mental  habits  of  sequence,  and,  if  an  active  thinker,  he  broods 
over  this  antagonism  until  the  unfitness  is  not  iufVequently  solved 
by  rejecting  the  doubtful  for  the  certain.  But  the  end  is  not  yet: 
"  What  the  brain  forges,  that  the  tongue  will  utter,"  though  the 
teeming  fires  that  burnt  the  pious  and  erudite  Servetus  were  blaz- 
ing around  him.    Truth  to  her  sincere  wooer,  is  more  attractive 
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than  the  fair  being  that  tempted  our  first  father  to  the  disobedi 
ence  that  lost  ns  Paradise,  and  in  her  worship  we  need  fear  no  evil. 
But  we  claim  for  the  truths  embodied  in  physiology  and  pathology, 
the  respect  due  to  a  system  erected  by  centuries  of  experiment  and 
thought.  What  we  justly  claim  for  ourselves,  we  must  equally 
render  to  others.  Whatever  may  be  our  struggles  of  faith,  our 
difSculties  of  reasoning  sequence,  the  fact  stands  out  strong  as  the 
facts  of  our  own  science ;  that  freedom  of  thought,  liberality  of 
feeling,  and  all  the  helps  that  civilization  has  brought  to  the  aid 
of  science,  have  gone  step  by  step  with  the  implantation  of  Chris- 
tian churches,  and  the  promulgation  of  their  doctrines,  and  have 
remained  undeveloped,  or  withered  and  died  out  without  this  ferti- 
lizing influence. 

Science  and  the  theology  of  Christendom  have  had  their  misun- 
derstandings, and  their  fair  brows  have  contracted  into  frowns  in 
the  warmth  of  their  controversies ;  but  they  have  ever  again  em- 
braced, and,  woman-like,  have  kissed  each  other.  The  culmination 
of  this  unity  at  the  end  of  the  nineteenth  century,  reduces  it  to  a 
certainty,  as  binding  on  us  as  the  dicta  of  our  own  Code  of  Ethics. 
It  is  but  fair  to  the  community  of  physicians  to  say  that  they  have 
not  desired  or  attempted  to  ignore  this  stamp  of  Deity  on  the  truths 
of  Christianity,  or  to  use  their  opportunities,  by  passing  doubt  or 
thoughtless  remark,  or  reasoning  effort,  to  injure  the  faith  of  a  fami- 
ly's father,  to  disturb  the  religious  confidence  of  a  mother,  or  to 
take  from  a  child  that  restraint  which  simple  faith  and  church 
teaching  had  thrown  around  him. 

Among  the  false  facts  that  have  passed  current,  is  the  one  that 
doctors  are  inclined  to  quarrel.  That  this  is  now  a  falsity  there 
is  no  doubt.  I^rue  it  is,  that  in  some  sections  their  isolation,  their 
infrequent  meeting  or  consultation,  render  them  liable  to  misunder- 
standings, which  are  increased  by  the  zeal  of  their  mutual  friends 
and  adherents.  But  that  they  entertain  a  high  respect  for  each 
other  and  for  their  profession,  is  a  necessary  result  of  the  know- 
ledge of  each,  of  the  great  amount  of  learning  required  by  every 
other  physician.  That  each  member  of  the  body  has  a  warm  and 
sincere  regard  for  every  other  well-behaved  and  well-informed 
practitioner,  is  a  truth  strongly  verified,  whenever  they  come  to- 
gether often  enough  to  avoid  estrangement.  But  the  busy  man 
energized  to  roughness,  will  meet  the  courtly  conservative,  or  the 
smooth  and  wily  doctor  whose  weapon  is  reticence  and  watchful- 
ness ;  and  the  honesty  of  the  one  is  fi'etted  by  the  cunning  of  the 
other  :  quiet  dignity  is  shocked  by  friction  with  blunt  rudeness, 
or  outraged  by  supposed  deceit,  while  the  shrewd  reticent  feels 
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a  languid  disgust  at  the  unnecessary  candor  of  a  naked  spirit. 
There  is  a  temptation,  heightened  by  emulation  and  rivalry,  to  ex- 
press these  feelings  in  other  circles,  and  only  the  sense  of  brother- 
hood, engendered  by  frequent  intercourse  and  consultation,  and 
the  well-bred  self-restraint  which  every  well-educated  man  should 
have,  will  suffice  to  restrain  such  an  impulse.  That  it  is  for  the 
mutual  benefit  of  every  one  of  us  that  such  feelings  should  be  kept 
in  abeyance,  is  acknowledged  by  all.  That  which  depresses  the 
collective  society  to  which  we  are  attached,  depresses  the  individual. 
Attached  to  cork  we  float — to  confined  hydrogen  we  fly — to  grosser 
bodies  we  obey,  like  them,  the  laws  of  gravitation.  It  is  too  easily 
forgotten  in  a  moment  of  irritation,  that  he  who  speaks  ill  of  his 
professional  brother  lowers  himself,  and  injures  himself  in  the  esti- 
mation of  others,  in  proportion  to  the  severity  and  violence  of  the 
language  he  uses.  It  is  more  than  doubtful  whether  the  absurd 
heresy  of  Germany  has  not  been  spread  and  advanced  by  the  argu- 
ments used  against  it,  and  the  natural  expressions  of  indignation 
at  such  absurd  and  false  propositions.  This  is  not  mere  theory ;  in 
cities  and  in  provinces  respect  and  power  have  been  the  humble  at- 
tendants of  peace  and  good-will.  The  Code  of  Ethics  is  no  unmeaning 
platitude.  ^^Each  individual  entering  the  profession  does  incur, 
an  obligation  to  exert  his  best  abilities  to  maintain  its  dignity  and 
honor,  to  exalt  its  standing,  and  to  extend  the  bounds  of  its  use- 
fulness." 

The  President  of  a  convention  has  allotted  to  him  the  first  hour 
of  its  time,  and  it  is  reasonably  expected  that  he  will,  among  other 
things,  express  his  views  on  subjects  that  are  likely  to  enter  into 
its  deliberations. 

The  progress  of  society  is  upon  us.  We  hear  its  wailings  over 
the  weak  and  the  oppressed — we  feel  the  throes  of  its  great  swelling 
heart,  bursting  with  generous  impulses,  and  agonizing  to  give  jus- 
tice to  every  child  of  humanity.  We  are  enveloped  as  in  a  cloud 
with  its  restless  ambitions,  its  hopes  of  advancement,  its  eager 
desire  of  enfranchisement :  with  its  dread  of  anarchy,  and  its  appre- 
hension of  ultimate  revolution.  The  social  and  scientific  world 
rocks  with  its  struggling  emotions  and  its  contending  energies. 

Can  any  one  untouched  by  genius,  that  holy  fire  that  lights  up 
the  brain,  and  separates  a  man  from  other  men,  as  did  the  live  coal 
that  touched  the  prophet's  lips  7  Can  less  than  inspiration  describe 
the  excellences  and  value  of  woman  7  Of  her  whose  loving  eyes 
caught  our  first  glance  of  sympathy,  whose  soft  bosom  pillowed  our 
head  and  soothed  our  first  grievings  7  Of  her  whose  gentle  en- 
treaties, and  soothing  warnings  drew  our  steps  away  from  evil,  and 
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taught  US  first  to  lift  our  hearts  and  hands  to  him  who  heareth 
the  prayer  of  infancy  ?  Of  her  whose  watchfulness  was  unceasing 
in  our  behalf,  and  to  whom  no  sacrifice  or  suffering  was  too  great, 
if  she  could  rear  us  up  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  in  the  paths  of  virtue  ? 
Of  the  wife,  the  jewel  that  reflects  the  emotions  of  her  husband — 
rejoices  in  his  joy — saddens  with  his  sadness — and  loves  to  protect 
him  she  loves,  by  the  magnetic  power  of  her  own  attractions  and 
endearments,  from  the  snares  that  evil  communication  and  vicious 
temptations  throw  around  him  ? 

As  a  teacher  of  youth,  how  could  we  dispense  with  her  gentle 
persuasiveness  and  perseverance — her  natural  piety  that  diffuses 
religious  feeling  around  her  as  a  sweet  incense — ^with  her  instinc- 
tive avoidance  of  all  that  approaches  vulgarity  or  profanity — her 
aptness  to  communicate  to  youth  the  first  elements  of  knowledge, 
and  the  sweet  sisterly  joy  with  which  she  watches  the  mental 
expansion  of  her  pupils,  and  engages  their  deep  interest  and  at- 
tachment? As  a  nurse,  her  soft  touch,  her  voice  instinctively 
toned  to  the  lowest  chord,  her  untiring  patience,  her  assiduous 
attention  to  trifles,  her  neatness  and  her  natural  and  never-failing 
sympathy  with  suflTering,  are  invaluable;  without  her,  so  unlike, 
yet  fashioned  in  the  similitude  of  man,  that  Titan,  whose  ambition, 
Lucifer-like,  would  dethrone  Omnipotence,  and  rather  rule  in  hell 
than  serve  in  heaven ;  yet  so  God  like  that  his  violence  in  her  cause 
becomes  chivalry — his  strength  by  her  endearments  becomes  weak- 
ness, and  his  firmness  through  her  tears  unstable  as  water ;  without 
woman  and  her  yielding,  clinging,  softening  plasticity,  man  would 
ever  be  the  devouring  unsparing  monster  that  war  has  ever  made 
him,  and  this  world  one  charnel-house  of  wickedness. 

We  know  not  of  any  society  or  class  of  men  who  challenge  the 
right  of  woman  to  use  her  judgment  and  authority  in  the  care, 
and  for  the  relief  of  the  sick,  when  requested  and  trusted  so  to  do 
by  the  patient.  Whether  as  physicians,  we  should  deliberately 
encourage  her  to  interrupt  or  abandon  those  necessary  duties  of 
mother,  wife,  teacher,  and  nurse,  and  should  give  to  her  the  place 
of  regular  co-laborers  and  co-consulters  with  ourselves,  is  surely  a 
question  deserving  of  cautious  and  deliberate  consideration. 

Can  a  female,  in  the  ordinary  practice  of  city  and  country,  ven- 
ture upon  the  risk  of  answering  the  midnight  call,  and  traversing 
alone,  or  with  a  guide  of  unknown  or  possibly  vicious  character,  the 
purlieus  and  blind  alleys  of  a  city,  or  the  lonely  and  unfrequented 
roads  of  the  country  ?  Can  she  risk,  at  all  hours,  dangers  that 
men  accustomed  to  such  practice  feel  inclined  to  shrink  from,  and 
are  only  induced  to  encounter  by  ambition  or  necessity  ?    Is  the 
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physical  structure  of  woman  of  sufficient  power  and  tenacity  to 
undergo  the  fatigues  of  a  life  that  taxes  the  energy  and  endurance 
of  men,  and  actually  shortens  their  lease  of  life  as  a  class  ?  What 
say  the  physicians  here  from  the  small  villages  and  the  sparsely 
populated  districts  ?  Can  women  supply  your  places  f  Can  they 
drag  through  deep  roads  on  a  rainy  day,  and,  after  a  hasty  supper, 
again  drag  through  mud  and  water  half  the  night,  and  again  take 
up  the  tedious  and  everlasting  round  the  day  after  7  Or,  will  you 
do  all  this,  and  when  nature  is  smiling  with  the  sunlight,  and  the 
stirred  leaves  throw  their  playful  shadows  on  roads  so  smooth 
that  your  carriage  runs  with  less  vibration  than  a  rail  car ;  will 
you  lay  by  and  give  up  your  practice  to  your  interesting  rival  ?  or 
if,  perchance,  the  noon  sun  is  too  hot,  will  you  swelter  beneath  its 
beams  that  she  may  enjoy  repose  7  or,  one  word  more,  will  your 
wife  permit  you  so  to  do  ?  Qi*c  iiB-WVi,«qjv  you,  the  judgment  of 
experience  on  this  subjec^t^  A  v^ ^       ^  O /^^ 

Again  we  ask,  is  thf^fuick-eone^ing  bViym  yet  passive  and 
3rielding  spirit  of  womM  ^Lii  W^f^  W^  t^o^  Arises  in  medicine 
and  surgery  that  appalL  but  do  njjy^nnerve,  th^Spale  practitioner  ? 
Can  she,  in  sudden  and  BoA^^ted  puernao^  c^vulsions,  when  all 
is  alarm,  confusion,  and  Ihil^^m^m^^^^ilp  the  arm,  spring  the 
lancet,  apply  the  anaesthetic,  ^iappIeUie  powerful  forceps,  and 
firmly,  yet  carefully  and  tenderly,  remove  the  infant  ?  Has  she 
strength  and  steadiness  of  nerve  for  this,  and  has  she,  after  long 
hours  of  watching  and  weariness,  the  quiet  power  of  command 
that  will  call  the  frightened  attendants  to  their  duty,  and  force 
helpless  alarm  into  active  usefulness?  Can  she,  cool  and  undis- 
turbed, draw  the  knife  around  the  female  breast,  and,  with  the 
blood  streaming  from  the  cut,  measure  carefully  with  her  eye  the 
extent  of  the  morbid  growth,  and  calmly  judge  whether  it  is  best 
to  follow  diseased  glands  into  the  axilla  7  Can  she,  with  emotion 
at  abeyance,  and  judgment  and  skill  enthroned  in  the  brain,  do 
these,  and  hundreds  of  things  like  them,  with  the  quiet  skill  and 
gentle  firmness  of  the  male  practitioner  7  This  should  have  our 
just  and  thoughtful  consideration. 

Again,  if  it  appear  to  this  and  other  bodies  of  medical  men  that 
woman  is  fitted  to  meet  the  requirements  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
it  will  be  wise  to  consider  whether  the  physical  fatigues,  the  risks 
to  be  encountered,  the  necessity  of  meeting  crises,  and  the  han- 
dling  of  the  knife,  will  so  change  the  nature  of  the  female  mind 
and  affections  as  to  deprive  us  of  those  gentle  persuasive  endear- 
ing characteristics  which  now  so  strongly  mark  her,  and  which 
are  so  necessary  to  antagonize  our  i*ougher  and  less  refined  tem- 
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pers,  and  thus  retrograde  rather  than  advance  humanity  and  its 
civilization.  It  is  true  the  number  of  female  practitioners  will  be 
too  few  of  themselves  to  do  this  injury,  but  if,  as  we  must  presume 
for  argument,  they  will  succeed  in  doing  business  they  will  spread 
through  the  land,  and  become  the  teachers,  the  exemplars,  the  expo* 
nents  of  their  sex,  and,  in  such  case,  they  must  and  will  assimilate 
the  whole  to  themselves.  Are  we  prepared  for  this  contingency  ? 
are  we  wise  to  deprive  ourselves  of  the  softening  influence  of  their 
gentleness  ?  Man  is  generous  and  protective ;  he  is  also  ambitious 
and  imperious.  He  delights  to  guard  woman,  so  that  the  winds  of 
heaven  shall  not  visit  her  cheek  too  roughly.  He  delights  also  in 
the  pride  and  pomp  of  war,  in  carnage,  rapine,  and  slaughter. 
Can  woman  venture  to  place  herself  in  rivalry  with  the  stronger  ? 
Will  she  gain  in  aught  by  trying  her  power  and  strength  with  him 
who  seems,  by  the  experience  of  centuries,  to  be  the  abler  and 
more  powerful  being  ?  It  is  for  your  consideration  whether,  where 
our  influence  extends,  we  shall  take  such  a  responsibility. 

Once  more,  when  a  question  has  entered  into  the  councils  of  the 
nation,  and  enlisted  the  feelings,  roused  the  antagonisms,  and 
called  out  the  powers  of  each  and  every  of  our  lawgivers  in  Con- 
gress assembled ;  when  one  of  a  color  diflerent  from  ours,  of  a 
race  ever  esteemed  by  the  white  as  inferior  to  himself,  of  a  people 
hitherto  indeed  unjustly  held  in  servitude,  sits  as  the  equal  of 
senators  representing  republican  kingdoms ;  when  the  professional 
brotherhood  of  our  national  capital  is  rent  in  twain  by  contending 
factions,  and  when  each  heart  and  brain  of  the  forty  millions  of 
this  mighty  continent  is  moved  as  the  stalks  in  our  fertile  grain 
fields  by  the  summer  wind,  it  is  not  a  reasonable  supposition 
that  we  will  remain  an  exception,  and  our  councils  and  delibera- 
tions continue  undisturbed  by  a  state  of  events  that  affects  us  so 
intimately  as  citizens  and  as  physicians.  * 

Science,  like  justice,  is  blind  to  personalities.  She  demands  of 
her  disciples  that  they  receive  as  brothers  beloved,  her  votaries, 
regardless  of  form,  appearance,  or  habitudes.  For  the  discoverer 
of  facts,  for  the  generalizer  of  principles,  for  the  skilful  compiler 
of  knowledge,  she  demands  high  place  in  the  estimation  of  her 
friends  and  followers.  She  is  insensible  to  all  but  the  power  and 
aptitude  to  enlarge  the  circles  of  methodized  truth.  As  devotees 
of  science,  and  as  parts  of  that  large  commonwealth  of  men  who 
labor  unceasingly  to  extend  the  bounds  of  her  visible  kingdom,  we 
give  due  homage  and  honorable  place  to  the  learned  wherever  found, 
whether  Caucasian,  Mongolian,  or  African.  On  the  other  hand,  as 
members  of  a  practical  working  community  of  men,  the  question, 
whether  we  will  receive  persons  marked  by  the  Creator  as  of  a  dif- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


52        ^  DR.   WALLACE'S    ADDRESS. 

ferent  race  from  ourselves,  with  special  peculiarities,  into  profes- 
sional brotherhood,  as  co-laborers  and  co-consulters,  may  present 
itself  as  modified  by  some  difficulties.  Apart  from  the  undisputed 
reality  that  the  pure  white  man,  the  Indo-European,  has  acquired 
possession  of  all  the  governments  of  the  earth,  not  merely  savage 
or  tribal,  and  tlius  shown  his  aptitude  for  ruling,  are  there  such 
verities  in  anatomy  and  physiology  as  warrant  us  in  believing  that 
the  central  African,  the  unmixed  negro,  is  our  inferior  as  a  human 
being,  whether  found  in  his  native  wilds,  or  mingled  with  us  in  the 
social  life  of  civilization  ?  By  the  lights  of  science,  blind  to  all 
but  truth,  nothing  extenuating,  and  setting  down  naught  in  malice, 
does  the  thicker  cranium,  the  heavy  skull,  the  prominent  temporal 
ridge  and  deep  temporal  fossa,  the  narrow  head  and  arched  fore- 
head, the  large  and  prominent  ears,  the  very  prominent  eye,  the 
smaller  brain  and  larger  face,  the  lesser  frontal  angle,  the  flattened 
nasal  bone,  the  large  nostrils  confused  with  the  projecting  and 
massy  cheek  and  thick  lips,  the  larger  size  of  the  ethmoid  and  the 
greater  extent  of  the  pituitary  membrane,  the  stronger  and  heavier 
lower  jaw  with  its  more  recedent  chin  and  its  prominent  alveolar 
edges,  the  lessened  projection  of  the  occiput  and  its  foramen  mag- 
num placed  farther  back,  the  longer  ulna,  the  more  slender  pelvis, 
the  high  calves  of  the  leg,  the  flat  and  broad  foot  with  its  absence 
of  an  arch,  the  long  heel,  and  the  generic  odor  of  the  whole  body, 
mark  a  human  being,  as  so  diverse  from  the  white  man  in  form, 
characteristics,  and  natural  habitudes,  as  seriously  to  interfere  with 
social  life  and  professional  association  between  these  two  races  of 
the  genus  homo  ? 

While  we  demand  for  every  man  life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit 
of  happiness,  there  is  a  question,  whether  it  is  wise  or  prudent 
for  us  to  assume  the  danger  of  an  eflbrt  to  lift  the  misplaced 
denizens  of  the  torrid  zone  into  the  same  plane  with  the  native 
white  of  the  temperate  zone,  in  that  civilized  belt  of  the  earth 
in  which  this  white  man  has  borne  no  rivalry,  in  which  he  has 
subdued,  and  is  ruling  every  people  diverse  from  himself  in  the 
Eastern  and  Western  hemispheres,  and  is  now  breaking  in  pieces, 
and  stamping  with  his  feet  the  residue  of  tribes,  the  original  pos- 
sessors of  the  soil  we  stand  upon.  The  capacity  of  the  negro 
for  mathematical  and  physical  science  is  proved  by  a  number  of 
instances  gathered  by  liberal  and  cultivated  minds,  but  how  far 
these  cases  are  exceptional,  and  how  far  the  capability  of  working 
out  useful  results,  so  distinctive  of  the  white  man,  exists  in  this 
seemingly  less  favored  race,  is  yet  at  best  a  matter  of  some  doubt. 
While  this  doubt  exists,  is  it  not  a  question  of  some  moment, 

^ther  the  leading  social  members  of  the  community  should  en- 
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courage  the  changing  of  the  present  peaceful  relation  of  the  weaker 
with  the  stronger,  more  educated,  and  more  ambitious  ?  'Tis  but  a 
few  years  since,  in  our  great  commercial  metropolis,  we  have  seen 
the  dangerous  results  of  passion,  as  the  sequence  of  the  suspicions 
and  emulations  of  race.  Where  exist  knowledge,  freedom  of  thought 
and  action,  with  desire  of  progress,  there  is  advancement,  but  there 
also  are  the  very  elements  of  mischief.  Does  not  Revelation,  elabo- 
rated by  a  great  mind,  teach  us  that  heaven  itself,  disturbed  by 
pdssion,  could  only  be  restored  to  peace  by  hurling  from  its  battle- 
ments the  bright  son  of  the  morning,  and  one-third  of  the  innumer- 
able company  of  angels,  into  the  gulf  whose  portals  are  guarded 
by  sin  and  death  ?  It  is  for  you  to  postpone  this  question,  or  to 
judge  of  it  in  the  light  that  instinct,  reason,  experience,  and  pru- 
dence throw  upon  it. 

One  more  remark.  The  nineteenth  century  has  been  baptized  in 
blood.  Millions  of  stalwart  men  have  been  deliberately  murdered 
under  the  well-digested,  methodical  rules  of  Christian  warfare,  and 
in  the  name  of  law  and  order  and  of  human  rights.  Courts  of 
justice  on  either  side  have  strained  out  of  all  shape  constitutions 
and  national  and  international  laws,  to  find  some  justification  for 
hurling  together  masses  of  armed  men  for  purposes  of  mutual 
injury.  Ministers  of  the  Prince  of  Peace  have  preached  that  Christ 
came  on  earth,  not  to  send  peace,  but  a  sword,  and  proclaimed  to 
the  combatants  on  either  side  "God  is  with  «s."  To  the  assembly 
of  men  now  before  me,  set  apart  to  relieve  the  suflerings,  heal  the 
diseases,  and  lengthen  the  lives  of  men,  I  would  appeal.  Must 
humanity  be  ever  chained  down  by  murderous  rules  and  methodized 
passions  to  the  rock  of  barbarous  custom,  and  the  vulture  of  legal 
war  forever  prey  upon  its  vitals  ?  Cannot  the  still  small  voice  of 
reason  be  heard  in  this  centre,  and  spread  throughout  the  medical 
world  in  a  still  widening  circle,  to  persuade  men  that  war  in  any 
shape  and  for  any  cause  is  really  madness,  and  that  it  settles  no 
principle  or  right  ?  Can  we  not  add  to  our  mission  this  yet  further 
benefit  to  humanity,  of  teaching  men  to  adjust  national  as  they 
settle  individual  diflerences,  by  arbitrations  and  awards,  by  rules 
and  principles  ?  It  is  a  work  of  time,  diflficult  and  laborious ;  but 
the  hundred-handed  giant  of  medical  ubiquity  can,  by  a  persevering 
efifort,  unite  humanity,  and  can  force  or  draw  to  its  assistance  the 
pulpit^  and  the  fora,  and  Christendom  may  yet  learn,  through  the 
unostentatious,  investigating,  rationalistic  physician,  that  he  is  not 
mad,  but  speaks  the  words  of  truth  and  soberness,  who  declares 
his  belief  in  the  realization  of  the  angels'  song,  "Peace  on  earth, 
and  universal  good-will." 

SIXTH  SERIES — PART  I.  5 
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Wm.  Mayhurry^  Treasurer^  in  account  with  the  Medical  Society  of 

the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

DR. 

To  balance  of  former  aocoani $157  94 

To  cash  from  Perry  Co.  Med.  Soo.  balance  in  fall  for  1868   .  9  40 

"        "        Drs.  J.  M.  Toner  and  Jno.  Curwen,  for  Trans' 

actions  of  1852,  '67,  and  '68  ... 

"        "        Philadelphia  Co.  Med.  Society,  in  full  for  1869 
"        "        Susquehanna  Co.  Med.  Society,    "  " 

"        "        Erie  County  Medical  Society,       "  " 

"        "         Venango  Co.  Medical  Society,      "  « 

"        "        Alleghany  Co.  Med.  Society,        "  «* 

"        "        Crawford  Co.  Medical  Society,    "  «* 

"        " .       Bradford  Co.  Medical  Society,      «*  " 

<*        "        Columbia  and  Montour  Co.  Medical  Society, 

in  full  for  1869 

"         "        Dr.  J.  M.  Toner,  Transactions  for  1869     . 
"        "        Washington  Co.  Med.  Society,  in  full  for  1869 
♦«        "         Indiana  Co.  Medical  Society,        "  ** 

"        "        Northampton  Co.  Med.  Society,  "  «* 

"         "        Dr..  Wm.  Stump  Forwood,  7Vansac<ion«  of  1869 
"        "        Northampton  Co.  Med.  Soo.,  additional  copies 
"        "        Bucks  Co.  Med.  Society,  in  full  for  1869 
"        "        Drs.  J.  Pyle  Worrell  and  J.  G.  Hill,  for  copies 

of  rransaca'ons  of  1868  and '69 
"        "        Blair  County  Medical  Society,  in  full  for  1869 
"        "        Dr.  Traill  Green,  for  two  copies  of  Transactions 

for  1869 •     .  2  50 

"  "  Chester  Co.  Medical  Soo.,  in  full  for  1868  and 

1869 

"  "  Beaver  Co.  Medical  Society,  in  full  for  1869   . 

**  "  Cumberland  Co.  Medical  Society,  on  account . 

"  "  Schuylkill  Co.  Medical  Society,  in  full  for  1869 

"  "  Dauphin  Co.  Medical  Society,      "     »      " 

"  "  Cambria  Co.  Medical  Society,      "  " 

"  "  Luzerne  Co.  Medical  Society,       "  « 

"  "  Northampton  Co.  Med.  Soo. ,  additional  copies 

«*  "  Fayette  Co.  Medical  Society,  in  full  for  1869  . 

"  "  Philadelphia  College  of   Physicians,  for  two 

copies,  for  1869 

"  "  Dr.  Atkinson,  for  copies  sold  of  various  years 

"  "  Tioga  County  Medical  Society,  in  full  for  1869 

"  "  Montgomery  Co.  Med.  Society,     "  " 

"  "  Delaware  Co.  Medical  Society,    "  " 

"  **  Cumberland  Co.  Med.  Society,  balance  in  full 

for  1869 

«*  "  Clarion  Co.  Medical  Society,  in  full  for  1869 

««  "  Berks  Co.  Medical  Society,  "  " 

"  "  Perry  Co,  Medical  Society,  on  account    . 

Amount  carried  forward $1232  25 
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12  50 
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25  00 
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Amount  brought  forward $1232  25 

May  23.  To  cash  from  Westmoreland  Co.  Medical  Society,  on  aoconnt  20  00 
"     25.       "        "        Dr.  John  H.  Packard,  for  one  copy  of  Trans- 
actions for  1869 1  25 

June     3.      "        "        Mercer  Co.  Medical  Society,  in  full  for  1867 

and  1868 11  00 

"       6.      "        "        Lehigh  Co.  Medical  Society,  on   account  for 

1868  and  1869 31  00 

«      8.      "        "        Lancaster  Co.  Medical  Society,  in  full  for  1869  56  25 

"      "       «*        «        Perry  Co.  Med.  Society,  balance "            "  1  00 

««      "       «        ««        Lycoming  Co.  Medical  Society,    «          *  «*  31  25 

"      *<       *<        *<        Lehigh  Co.  Medical  Society,  balance  in  full    .  3  75 

$1387  75 

1869.                                                     CR.  ""^" 
June  11.  By  cash  paid  H.  C.  Demming,  Esq.,  for  reporting  proceed- 
ings as  per  resolution  (vide  Transactions, 

page  284) $25  00 

"    23.       **        "        Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  M.  D.,  travelling  expenses, 

as  per  resolution 17  00 

*<    25.      "        *'        James  Cummiskey,M.  D.,  Messrs.  Findley  and 
Thomas'  bill  for  professional  services  ren- 
dered Committee  on  Inspection  of  Drugs     .  25  00 
Sept.  11.      "        "        S.  Snyder  Leidy,  Esq.,  for  engrossing  Charter, 

parchment,  etc 30  00 

"    25.      "        "        T.  K.  Collins  on  account  for  printing  1100 

copies  of  the  Transactions  of  1869       .         .  500  00 
Oct.      8.      "        ''        Messrs.  Isaac  Williams  &  Son  for  Japanned 

charter  case 1  25 

"    11.      "        "        Adams  and  Central  Express  Cos.  for  forward- 
ing charter  to  various  places  for  signatures  7  00 
Nov.    3.       "        "        Adams  Express  Company        ....  30 
*'      6.      "        "        Hon.  F.  Carroll  Brewster,  Attorney  General,  fee  5  00 
«    22.      "        «        J.  Ross  Snowden,  Esq.,  Prothonotary  of  Su- 
preme Court        ......  5  80 

Deo.  30.      «        "        Alderman  A.  Devitt 60 

1870. 

Jan.   13.      "        "        Mr.  T.  K.  Collins  on  account  .        .        •        .  150  00 

«»    26.      "        "                   "            "            "           ....  200  00 
**      "        "        "        G.  Rodman  Fox,  Esq.,  professional  services 

rendered  Committee  on  Charter  .        .        .  50  00 

May     9.      "        "        Mr.  T.  K.  Collins  in  full          .        .        .        .  104  36 

June             "        "               "            "       for  circulars         ...  2  25 

**        "  '     Treasurer's  bill  for  stamps  and  postages,  etc.  5  77 

By  balance  due  the  Society 258  52 

»1387  75 

The  societies  in  the  following  counties  are  in  arrears  :— 

Armstrong,  balance  1865,  80c. ;  1866,  $12;  1869,  $21         ...  $33  80 

Carbon,  1867,  $15  40;  1868,  $8  80 24  20 

aearfield,  1867,  balance  $12 ;  1868,  $8 20  00 

Butler,  1869,  $21  50 21  50 

Huntingdon,  1857,  $16 ;  1858,  $7 ;  1859,  7  ;  1865,  $9  60     .        .        .  39  60 

Lawrence,  1856,  $12 12  00 

Lebanon,  1863,  $12 12  00 

Mifflin,  1855,  $8  .    ^ 8  00 

Wayne,  1866,  $4;  f867,  $5 1100 

Westmoreland,  1869,  $3  75 3  75 

York,  1852,  $5  ;  1853,  $8 13  00 

Total  arrearages $198  85 
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COMMITTEE  ON  CHARTER. 


The  Committee  on  Charter  have  the  honor  to 


REPORT:— 


That  in  accordance  with  instructions,  they  had  the  Charter 
properly  engrossed  on  parchment,  and  obtained  with  slight  modi- 
fications, the  informal  endorsement  of  the  late  Attorney-General, 
and  the  full  approval  of  the  present  incumbent,  F.  Carroll  Brew- 
ster, Esq.,  in. the  following  words,  bearing  date  November  4th, 
1869:  "I  certify  that  I  have  perused  and  examined  the  within 
instrument ;  and  I  further  certify  that  the  objects,  articles,  and 
conditions  herein  set  forth  and  contained,  are,  in  my  opinion, 
lawful." 

After  obtaining  the  signatures  of  the  incorporators  residing  in 
different  parts  of  the  State,  at  no  inconsiderable  trouble,  the  Char- 
ter was  presented  for  approval  to  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
a  majority  of  whom  ordered,  "  That  the  parties  applying  for  the 
allowance  of  the  proposed  charter  be  permitted  by  counsel  to  appear 
before  this  court,  as  if  on  a  rule  to  show  cause  why  the  charter  in 
question  should  not  be  granted,  on  the  second  Saturday  after  the 
first  Monday  in  January,  A.  D.  1870,  at  Philadelphia." 

Accordingly  on  the  15th  day  of  January  last,  the  Committee, 
through  their  «ounsel,  G.  ilodman  Fox,  Esq.,  appeared  before  the 
court,  when  "  it  became  evident  that  no  such  charter  as  would  enable 
the  Society  to  contiilue  their  present  organization  and  form  of 
government  would  be  granted  by  the  Supreme  Court,"  and  the  ap- 
plication was  consequently  withdrawn. 

It  was  now,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  too  late  to  apply 
to  the  legislature  for  an  act  of  incorporation,  as  they  were  in- 
structed to  do,  in  case  of  failure  with  the  court.  Besides  the  Com- 
mittee feel  that  ^^the  Society  can,  as  at  present  organized,  admin- 
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ister  their  affairs  much  more  efficiently  than  would  be  possible 
under  restricted  franchises." 

If,  however,  the  Society  is  still  desirous  of  such  corporate  pow- 
ers as  the  legislature  can,  and  may  confer,  it  seems  important 
that  the  application  should  be  made  in  the  beginning  of  a  session, 
and  that  all  such  instrumentalities  that  this  Society  can  command 
and  that  will  be  likely  to  prove  successful  should  be  employed. 

The  necessary  expenses  which  your  Committee  incurred  amount 
in  the  aggregate  only  to  $99.85. 

Your  Committee  in  conclusio?i  propose  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

I.  Besolved^^  That  the  expenses  of  the  Committee  be  paid. 

II.  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  be  discharged  from  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject. 

III.  Resolved^  That  another  Committee,  consisting  of  sev^n,  be 

appointed  to  take  charge  of  this  matter,  with  a  view  of  applying  to 

the  legislature  for  an   act  of  incorporation,  embracing  all  the 

franchises  contained  in  the  Charter  adopted  at  the  meeting  held  at 

Erie  in  June  last. 

WM.  MAYBURRY, 

J.  SOLIS  COHEN, 

Committee* 

Philadelphia,  Jane  8, 1870. 
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COMMITTEE  OF  PUBLICATION. 


The  Committee  of  Publication  respectfully  report  that  they  had 
eleven  hundred  copies  of  the  Transactions  printed  at  an  expense  of 
$999.09.    Of  these  were  distributed— 

To  Connty  Societies 944  copies. 

"  Medical  Journals       . 21     " 

"  Epidemiological  Society 1     " 

"  Dr.  Ullersperger,  Bavaria 2     " 

"  College  of  Physicians,  Phila 2     " 

"  Supreme  Court 8      " 

Sold  to  Members  of  the  Profession         ....         10     " 
Remaining  on  hand 112     " 

1100 
The  following  is  an  enumeration  of  Transactions  on  hand,  which 

will  be  furnished  upon  the  receipt  of  the  cost  of  publication  as 

given  for  each  year  respectively : — 

1854 82  copies,  at  30  cents  per  copy*. 

1855 25  "38  "      « 

1856 63  ««    75  "     " 

1857 153  "85  "      " 

1858 56  "40  "      « 

1859 13  "40  "     " 

1860 ee  "67  "      « 

1861-2 23  "48  "      " 

1863 62  "80  "     " 

1864 52  "120  «     « 

1865 116  "  160  «     " 

1866 24  "80  «      " 

1867 114  "140  «      " 

1868 12  "80  «     " 

1869 112  "125  "     « 

The  Committee  earnestly  urge  upon  all  delegates  and  perma- 
ment  members,  that,  in  registering  they  write  their  names  plainly 
and  distinctly  and  furnish  their  post-office  address,  and  when  dele- 
gates, the  name  of  the  county  society  which  they  represent.    The 
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strict  observance  of  this  rule  would  save  the  Committee  much 
trouble  and  annoyance  and  prevent  errors. 

The  Committee  suggests  the  propriety  of  printing  the  lists  of 
officers  and  members  of  the  several  county  societies  together  at  the 
end  of  the  Transactions  instead  of  scattering  them  throughout  the 
volume. 

In  conclusion  the  Committee  offer  the  following  resolutions : — 
•  I.  Besolvedj  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  omit,  from  the 
roll  of  permanent  members,  according  to  the  Constitution,  all 
names  in  regard  to  which  they  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  they 
are  no  longer  retained  on  the  roll  of  members  of  the  county  society 
from  which  they  were  originally  delegated,  or  through  which  they 
obtained  their  permanent  membership  in  this  Society. 

II.  Resolved^  That  the  Committee  be  also  instructed  to  print, 
hereafter,  for  convenient  reference,  the  names  of  the  officers  and 
members  of  all  the  county  societies  together  at  the  end  of  each 
number  of  the  Transactions  in  alphabetical  order,  the  officers  of 
said  societies  to  be  designated  by  the  appropriate  initials. 

III.  Resolved^  That  in  order  that  the  Transactions  may  serve 
more  fully  as  a  directory  for  learning  the  names  and  residences  of 
the  respectable  practitioners  in  the  counties  in  which  county  or- 
ganizations exist,  the  societies  be  again  urged  to  carry  out  more 
faithfully  the  law  of  this  Society  requiring  each  county  society  to 
furnish  annually  for  publication  a  correct  list  of  its  officers  and 
members. 

lY.  Resolved^  That  since  many  numbers  of  the  Transactions  are 
entirely  out  of  print,  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  exchange  any  number  of  the  Transactions  of  which 
there  are  on  hand  more  than  five  copies  for  any  number  of  which 
the  Society  has  none. 

V.  Resolved^  That  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be 
also  instructed  to  procure,  as  opportunity  may  occur,  two  full  sets 
of  the  Transactions^  each  set  to  be  uniformly  bound,  and  one  of 
them  to  be  kept  for  the  Society  in  the  possession  of  each  of  these 
officers. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

WM.  MAYBURRY,  Chairman, 
WM.  B.  ATKINSON, 
LAURENCE  TURNBULL, 
JAMES  CUMMISKEY, 
W.R.  DEWITT, 
A.  H.  FISH, 
E.  P.  ALLEN, 

Committee, 
Philadelphia,  June  4, 1870. 
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SPECIAL  REPORT 

FROM 

SCHUYLKILL  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY, 


The  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  in  view  of  the  extraor- 
dinary and  unconstitutional  proceedings  of  the  Board  of  Censors 
of  the  Ist  District,  as  well  as  its  own  action  in  refusing  to  submit 
to  the  decision  of  the  said  Board,  directs  its  delegation  to  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to  offer  to  that  body 
the  following 

Special  Report. 

The  whole  question  is  one  of  constitutional  law,  and  that  so  clear 
that  its  simplest  statement  is  sufficient  argument. 

The  undoubted  and  expressed  right  of  every  county  medical 
society  to  "censure,  suspend,  or  expel  any  member,"  given  by 
Art.  v..  Section  4th  of  the  State  Society's  Constitution,  was  exer- 
cised upon  one  of  its  refractory  members  by  the  Schuylkill  County 
Medical  Society.  With  that  right,  its  reasons  or  its  motives,  the 
State  Society  does  not  under  its  Constitution  have  anything  to  do. 
It  has  remitted  (as  quoted  above)  to  each  county  medical  society 
the  disciplining  of  offenders,  to  provide  against  making  its  own 
annual  sessions  the  arena  of  personal  debate,  or  the  theatre  for 
enforcing  judgment  upon  refractory  members.  Each  county  society 
must  exercise  its  own  powers  of  discipline,  for  self-protection.  In 
perfect  accord  with  these  principles  is  the  following  enactment, 
taken  from  the  Constitution  and  By-laws  of  the  Schuylkill  County 
Medical  Society  approved  April  12th,  1849,  by  the  then  existing 
Board  of  Censors,  Drs.  G.  W.  Norris,  Wilmer  Worthington,  Hiram 
Corson,  and  James  S.  Carpenter ;  to  wit : — 

"  This  Society  shall  have  full  power  to  decide  upon  the  profes- 
sional conduct  of  its  members,  and  in  all  cases  of  flagrant  impro- 
priety may  inflict  either  censure  or  expulsion." 

Under  these  two  constitutional  provisions  of  the  State  and 
County  Medical  Societies,  Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt  was  expelled 
from  membership  in  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  on 
July  1st,  1868. 

Eleven  months  had  elapsed  before  the  next  meeting  of  the  State 
Medical  Society ;  when  this  action  was  irreversible,  and  was  there- 
fore reported  to  that  body. 

Its  President  directed  that,  in  accordance  with  these  facts,  the 
name  of  Dr.  Halberstadt  be  removed  from  the  list  of  permanent 
members. 
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For  the  only  recourse,  after  expulsion  from  a  county  society,  is 
given  in  Art.  V.,  Section  5tb  of  the  Constitution,  as  follows : — 

*'  Any  member  of  a  county  society  who  is  censured,  suspended, 
or  expelled,  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  Censors  of  the  Dis- 
trict :  Provided  the  said  appeal  be  filed  vrithin  three  months  after 
the  date  of  said  act  of  censure^  suspension^  or  expulsion. 

By  lapse  of  time,  therefore,  this  expulsion  had  become  absolute, 
without  relief. 

Nevertheless  the  Board  of  Censors  of  the  1st  District,  on  July 
22d,  1869,  convened  ;  and  heard  an  appeal  from  Dr.  Halberstadt,  • 
more  than  a  year  after  his  expulsion  ;  and,  despite  the  protest  of 
the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  ordered  "  that  the  action 
of  the  said  Society  be  reversed,  and  Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt  be  re- 
stored to  membership."  • 

Such  manifest  violation  of  the  Constitution  needs  no  comment, 
it  commands  no  respect — ^by  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society 
it  has  not  been  respected.  For  we  believe  the  Board  of  Censors  is 
the  creature  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  its  powers  are  only  those  which  are  delegated  to  it  in  the  Con- 
stitution. It  is  no  irresponsible  and  unlimited  authority.  It  is 
strictly  bound  by  the  exact  words  of  our  Constitution  to  hear  ap- 
peals only  within  a  period  of  three  months — and  should  that  Consti- 
tution be  violated  without  redress,  our  very  existence  as  a  society 
is  in  danger.  No  'court  of  law  will  permit  articles  of  corporation  to 
be  violated  with  impunity.  It  has  seemed  necessary,  therefore,  to 
resist,  earnestly  and  decidedly,  the  attempt  now  made  by  the  Board 
of  Censors  to  act  illegally,  and  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the 
Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society.  This  is  the  more  important, 
as  this  case  establishes  a  precedent.  Every  county  medical  society 
that  may  find  it  necessary  to  discipline  its  members,  is  interested 
in  seeing  that  no  unauthorized  and  illegal  interference,  even  of  a 
Board  of  Censors,  shall  nullify  or  weaken  its  necessary  and  un- 
doubted control  over  the  professional  conduct  of  its  members. 

In  their  name  and  on  their  behalf,  therefore,  as  well  as  its  own, 
the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society  feels  itself  bound  to  contest 
these  proceedings,  and  to  resist  this  decision  of  the  Board  of  Cen- 
sors. 

The  facts,  as  above  stated,  being  incontestable,  this  report  might 
now  be  closed,  did  not  a  decent  respect  for  the  Board  of  Censors 
compel  an  examination  of  the  reasons  given  by  them  for  setting 
aside  the  written  Constitution  of  the  State  Society,  under  which 
they  were  bound  to  act. 

These  reasons  are  assigned  in  their  report : — 

1st,  That  "  no  charges  are  preferred  in  writing." 

2d,  That  no  notification  to  appear  and  answer  charges  against 
him  was  given,  "consequently  aflPording  him  no  opportunity  to 
appear  and  be  heard  in  his  own  defence." 

These  are  the  only  reasons  given,  and  were  they  true  in  them- 
selves, could  have  no  bearing  whatever  on  the  question  of  the  con- 
stitutional limitation  of  the  time  of  appeal — being  only  matters 
personal  to  the  accused,  and  not  relating  to  the  law  of  the  case  in 
any  manner.     The  reply  may,  also,  justly  be  made,  that  neither  in 
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the  Constitution  of  the  State  or  County  Medical  Society,  are  writ- 
ten charges  and  notifications  required.  For  all  that  appears  in 
either  of  those  documents,  oral  ones  are  just  as  valid  as  any.  Has 
the  Board  of  Censors  an  authority  so  autocratic  as  to  enable  them 
not  only  to  hear  a  case  nine  months  after  their  powers  under  the 
Constitution  have  ceased,  but  also  to  define  the  manner  and  methods 
in  which  discipline  shall  be  exercised  at  all  ? 

But  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society  proposes  to  show  the 
entire  falsity  of  the  reasons  themselves,  whereby  the  Board  of  Cen- 
sors justify  their  decision. 

1.  Dr.  Halberstadt  had  written  charges  preferred  against  him,  and 
was  heard  in  his  own  defence.  By  referring  to  the  minutes  it  will 
be  found  that  a  special  meeting  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical 
Society  was  held  February  12,  1868.  The  call  for  that  meeting  (a) 
was  made  in  writing,  and  contained  the  basis  of  the  charges  against 
Dr.  Halberstadt.  It  was  signed  by  two  members  of  the  Society, 
and  had  the  efiect  of  bringing  the  accused  to  the  meeting  to  defend 
himself  against  those  charges.  The  specifications  were  precise  in 
time  and  place — a  full  meeting  was  held  (only  three  members  ab- 
sent)— a  warm  and  protracted  debate  was  carried  on — and  the 
result  was  that  Dr.  Halberstadt  was  then  and  there  suspended 
from  membership.  Openly  refusing  to  submit  to  the  will  of  the 
Society,  he  was  cited  at  the  next  quarterly  meeting  to  show  cause 
why  he  should  not  be  expelled.  Not  appearing  to  answer,  he  was 
expelled  by  unanimous  vote. 

2.  The  second  reason  assigned  is  equally  false,  viz :  that  no  no- 
tice to  appear  and  answer  charges  was  ever  given  the  accused. 
The  minute  book  of  the  Society  proves  distinctly  that  the  Secre- 
tary was  ordered  to  give  him  notice,  and  the  Board  of  Censors  was 
furnished  with  a  written  statement  from  the  Secretary  that  he  had 
performed  that  duty.   Herewith  in  addition  is  the  sworn  proof  (f)  of 

(A.)  PoTTSViLLB,  January  21, 1868. 

To  Da.  J.  8.  Cabpentbb, 

President  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society, 
In  accordance  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  you  are  hereby  reqneste'l  to 
have  called  a  special  meeting,  to  consider  certain  irregular  and  improper  pro- 
ceedings of  members  of  this  Society,  especially  with  reference  to  a  published 
report  of  an  election  of  officers  for  1868,  as  published  in  the  Miners^  Journal  of 
January  4th  inst.,  said  proceedings,  in  the  opinion  of  your  petitioners,  having 
been  illegal  and  null,  as  well  as  false  in  point  of  fact,  and,  therefore,  requiring 
some  action  on  the  part  of  the  Society. 

Signed :  Geo.  W.  Bbowit, 

John  T.  Cabpbntbb. 

(P.)  MiNBBSviLLB,  May  27, 1870. 

I  certify  that  Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt  was  in  due  time  notified  to  appear  before 
the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society  to  answer  such  charges  as  were  pre- 
ferred against  him,  and  show  cause  why  he  should  not  be  expelled  ;  failiug  to 
do  which,  he  was  expelled  at  the  next  meeting,  of  which  he  was  also  notified. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  I.  Bbaoh,  M.  D. 

Sworn  and  subsoribed  before  me  this  27th  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1870. 

Paul  Nbuoabt,  Justice  of  the  Peace, 
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the  same  gentleman.  The  Board  of  Censors  have  certainly  erred 
in  taking  the  mere  statement  of  the  accused,  in  the  face  of  positive 
evidence.  Corroborative  testimony  can  be  brought  forward,  but  is 
not  now  deemed  necessary,  to  show  that  Dr.  Halberstadt  was  well 
aware  of  his  expulsion  in  ample  time  to  have  made  a  legal  appeal. 

Before  closing  this  report  it  is  necessary  to  call  attention  to  the 
fact  that  a  most  serious  discrepancy  exists  between  the  report  of 
the  Board  of  Censors  and  the  official  notices  sent  by  its  President 
to  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society.  By  comparing  these 
documents  (b,  o,  d,  and  e),  it  will  be  seen  that  an  appeal  was  made 
against  the  action  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 

(B.)  July  13, 1869. 

Jambs  S.  Carpentbb,  M.  D. 

Dbab  Doctor  :  Having,  as  the  Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Censors  for  the  first 
district,  received  an  appeal  from  Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt,  to  the  Censors,  from  the 
action  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  ivhioh  at  its  last 
meeting  deprived  him  of  membership  in  that  body,  I  have  appointed  Thurs- 
day, July  22,  at  11  A.  M.,  to  consider  the  appeal.  The  Board  will  meet  in  the 
[Hall  of  the]  College  of  Physicians  in  Philadelphia. 

Please  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  this,  Truly  yours, 

Hiram  Corson. 

(C.)  July  13, 1869. 

To  the  President  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society: 

The  Censors  of  the  State  Medical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  have  received  from 
Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt,  of  Pottsville,  an  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  State 
Society,  which  at  its  last  meeting,  through  representations  made  by  the  dele- 
gates from  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  deprived  him  of  permanent 
membership  in  that  body.  Tour  Society  is  notified  that  his  appeal  will  be 
beard  on  Thursday,  July  22,  at  11  A.  M.,  by  the  Censors.  The  Board  will  con- 
▼ene  at  that  time  in  the  building  known  as  the  College  of  Physicians  in  Phila- 
delphia. In  order  that  no  delay  may  occur,  you  will  please  bring  the  Consti- 
tution and  By-laws,  and  minute  book  of  your  Society. 

Very  truly  yours, 

Hiram  Corson, 
Chairman  of  Board  of  Censors  qf  Medical  Society  ofPenn.  for  First  District. 

P.  S.  Please  notify  me  of  receipt  of  this  letter.  H.  C. 

Conshohockbn  p.  0. 

(D.)  July  17, 1869. 

Jamss  S.  Carpbrtbr,  M.  D., 

Presidents  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society, 
Dear  Doctor  :  Since  writing  to  you  a  week  ago  it  has  occurred  to  me  that  I 
ought  to  inform  you  that  the  appeal  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt  charges  that  "  the 
Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society  is  now  irregularly  and  illegally  organized, 
and  that  all  its  proceedings  for  the  past  eighteen  months  are  vitiated  by  that 
organization." 

"That  the  representations  made  to  the  State  Society,  and  upon  which  its 
action  was  based,  are  not  a  true  statement  of  facts.'* 

'*  That  he  never  received  any  ofiScial  notification  of  expulsion  from  the  county 
Society." 

The  County  Society  being  thus  informed,  as  to  the  nature  of  the  charges,  can 
attempt  to  vindicate  itself,  or  refuse  to  recogni2e  the  authority  of  the  Board  of 
Censors  as  may  seem  to  its  members  best.  Respectfully, 

Hiram  Corson, 
President  of  Board  of  Censors  for  the  First  District, 

For  £,  see  Censor's  Report,  p.  20. 
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vania,  in  erasing  the  name  of  Dr.  Halberstadt  from  the  list  of  perma- 
nent members,  and  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society  notified 
to  attend.  It  accordingly  sent  a  delegate  with  a  series  of  resolu- 
tions in  response  (g),  showing  the  illegality  of  any  such  appeal,  etc. 
The  appeal  was,  however,  considered,  and  tte  decision  of  the  Board 
given.  But  on  examining  that  document,  the  Schuylkill  County 
Medical  Society  finds  this  appeal  has  been  metamorphosed  into  an 
entirely  different  proceeding.  The  Board  of  Censors  now  asserts  that 
it  met "  to  hear  and  consider  an  appeal  from  the  action  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill County  Medical  Society."  These  two  statements  of  the  honor- 
able Board  do  not  correspond.  It  is  most  respectfully  afi9rmed  that 
no  authority  was  ever  given,  or  consent  obtained,  from  the  Schuylkill 
County  Medical  Society,  or  from  its  delegate  to  the  Board  of  Cen- 
sors, for  such  an  entire  alteration  in  the  proceedings.  Nor  is  it  now 
given.  On  the  contrary,  this  error  of  record  vitiates  the  whole 
proceeding,  if  it  be  an  error.  If  it  be  an  intentional  alteration,  it 
has  been  done  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  Society 
concerned  in  the  cause,  and  on  that  ground  alone,  if  on  no  other,  it 
would  refuse  obedience  to  the  decision. 

Again,  this  decision  was  made  by  a  minority  of  the  Board. 

Dr.  Carpenter,  of  Schuylkill,  was  denied  his  seat  as  a  Censor. 
Dr.  Rutherford,  of  Dauphin,  was  absent ;  and  Dr.  Ash,  of  Philadel- 

(G.) 

Resolved,  That  the  President  of  this  Society  appoint  one  of  its  members  to 
proceed  to  Philadelphia  and  represent  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society 
before  the  Board  of  Censors  of  the  1st  District ;  his  expenses  to  be  defrayed 
from  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer. 

Resolved,  That  this  delegate  be  directed  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Board  of 
Censors  to  the  fact  that  the  right  of  appeal  from  the  action  of  a  county  society 
is  expressly  limited,  by  Sect.  5,  Art.  V.  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  Medical 
Society  to  a  period  *^  within  three  months  after  the  date  of  said  act  of  censure 
or  expulsion.''  And,  that  inasmuch  as  that  date  is  shown  by  our  minutes  to  be 
July  1, 186S,  it  is  impossible  for  the  Board  of  Censors  to  entertain  any  appeal, 
at  this  late  period,  from  the  action  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society. 

Resolved,  That  any  other  appeal  than  that  from  the  County  Society  to  the 
Board  of  Censors,  is  unprovided  for  in  the  Constitution,  and  that  the  Board  of 
Censors  has  no  jurisdiction  over  the  State  Medical  Society,  nor  is  empowered  by 
the  Constitution  in  any  manner  to  decide  upon  the  propriety  or  legality  of  its 
acts. 

Resolved,  That  In  the  opinion  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  the 
appeal  of  Dr.  Halberstadt  from  the  action  of  the  State  Society  !s  simply  a  means 
of  evading  the  direct  constitutional  provisions  which  give  to  county  societies 
the  right  to  "  censure  or  expel  any  member,"  and  which  limit  the  right  of  appeal 
to  the  period  set  forth  in  the  preceding  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  if,  in  disregard  of  the  above,  the  appeal  be  allowed,  and  the 
case  be  reopened  on  its  merits,  the  delegate  from  the  Society  be  (and  he  hereby 
is)  instructed  to  file  his  protest  against  such  action,  before  proceeding  to  argue 
the  case  before  the  Board  of  Censors— not  only  as  affecting  our  own  constitu- 
tional rights,  but  the  rights  of  every  county  society  that  may  be  called  on  to 
discipline  or  expel  refractory  members. 

Resolved,  That  the  representations  of  our  delegates  to  the  State  Society  at 
Erie,  upon  which  it  is  claimed  that  Dr.  Halberstadt  was  deprived  of  permanent 
membership,  were  entirely  borne  out  by  the  facts — having  been  simply  a  state- 
ment of  the  date  of  his  expulsion— and  that  Sect.  5th,  Art.  III.  of  the  Constitu- 
tion excluded  him  from  permanent  membership  as  soon  as  the  date  of  his  ex- 
pulsion was  verified. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


SPECIAL   REPORT    FROM    SCHUYLKILL    00.   MED.   SOCIETY.      65 

phia,  openly  stated  his  opinion  at  the  meeting  of  the  Board  that 
they  had  no  jurisdiction  over  the  case.  It  is,  therefore,  a  just  infer- 
ence that  his  name  appe^ars  upon  the  Censors'  Report  only  in  de- 
ference to  the  opinion  of  the  other  two  members,  inasmuch  as  no 
circumstances  have  since  occurred  to  bear  upon  his  previously  ex- 
pressed opinion.  Should  this  inference  be  correct,  two  members  of 
a  board  of  five  have  given  an  opinion  in  utter  disregard  of  the 
Constitution,  and  in  violation  of  the  constitutional  rights  of  a 
county  society,  founded  upon  false  facts,  and  sustained  by  an  alte- 
ration of  the  record — having  made  thereby,  if  allowed,  a  precedent 
for  every  county  medical  society  in  the  State. 

The  delegates  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society  will 
therefore  offer  and  press  to  a  vote  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved^  That  the  report  of  the  Board  of  Censors  of  the  1st 
District  in  the  matter  of  the  appeal  of  Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt  be 
recommited  to  them,  with  instructions  that  they  possessed  no 
jurisdiction  in  said  case ;  and  that  their  proceeding  and  decision 
are  null  and  void. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  PROCURING  LAW  COMPELLING 
VACCINATION. 


To  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  :^^ 

Your  Committee,  appointed  at  last  meeting  to  memorialize  the 
legislature  to  enact  a  law  prohibiting  the  admission  to  the  public 
schools  of  children  who  had  not  been  previously  vaccinated  or  had 
the  smallpox,  respectfully  report,  that  in  the  early  part  of  last 
winter  they  sent  a  petition  accompanied  with  a  draft  of  a  bill  to 
that  effect  to  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives.  The  bill 
was  introduced  by  Dr.  Wm.  C.  Shurlock,  a  member  of  the  House 
from  Beaver  County,  also  a  member  of  this  Committee.  It  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Judiciary  General  and  by  them  re- 
turned with  a  negative  recommendation.  Dr.  Shurlock  succeeded 
in  having  it  again  referred  to  the  same  Committee,  but  it  again 
received  a  negative  recommendation,  virtually  killing  the  bill. 

We  have  learned  that  three  of  the  members  of  the  [Judiciary] 
Committee  were  opposed  to  vaccination. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

DAVID  STANTON, 
WM.  C.  SHURLOCK, 
THOMAS  McKENNAN, 

Committee, 

New  Bbighton,  Pa.,  Jane  3, 1870. 
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COMMITTEE  ON  INSPECTION  OF  DRUGS. 


YoTJE  Committee  would  respectfully  report  that  in  compliance 
with  a  resolution  passed  at  Erie,  Pennsylvania,  in  June,  1870,  they 
met  the  Joint  Committee  on  several  occasions,  and,  after  consider- 
discussion,  the  following  resolutions  were  finally  passed: — 

^^ Resolved^  That  the  Joint  Committee  appointed  by  the  College  of 
Physicians,  the  State  Medical  Society,  the  Philadelphia  County 
Medical  Society,  and  the  College  of  Pharmacy,  respectfully  advise 
the  several  bodies  which  they  represent,  that  in  their  opinion  the 
■  draft  of  a  law  proposed  and  considered  by  the  American  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  embodies  a  better  plan  than  any  other 
which  has  been  brought  to  their  notice,  for  the  suppression  of 
adulteration  and  sophistication  of  drugs  and  medicines. 

^^ Resolved^  That  the  expression  of  opinion  of  the  Joint  Committee, 
in  the  resolution  just  adopted,  refers  exclusively  to  those  sections 
of  the  '  Draft  of  a  proposed  law'  which  relate  to  the  adulteration 
and  sophistication  of  drugs  and  medicines." 

The  plan  referred  to  consists  of  the  16th  and  ITth  sections  of  the 
"  Draft  of  a  proposed  law,"  and  reads  as  follows : — 

''  Seo.  16.  From  and  after  the  passage  of  this  act  all  persons 
who  shall  knowingly,  intentionally,  and  fraudulently  adulterate  or 
cause  to  be  mixed  any  foreign  or  inert  substance  with  any  drug  or 
medical  substance  or  any  compound  medicinal  preparation  recog- 
nized by  the  Pharmacopoeia  of  the  United  States  or  of  other  countries 
as  employed  in  medical  practice,  with  the  effect  of  weakening  or 
destroying  its  medicinal  power,  or  who  shall  sell  the  same  otherwise 
than  in  the  unbroken  original  package  put  up  by  the  manufacturer 
and  labelled  with  his  name  and  address,  or  who  shall  sell  such  un- 
broken original  package,  knowing  the  article  contained  therein  to 
be  thus  adulterated,  shall  be  guilty  of  misdemeanor,  and  on  con- 
viction thereof  before  the  criminal  court  shall  forfeit  all  the  articles 
so  adulterated,  and  shall  pay  a  penalty  not  exceeding  one  thousand 
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dollars,  and  in  addition  thereto  may  be  sentenced  to  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  one  year ;  said  fine  to  be  recovered  and  paid  over  to ." 

"  Sec.  it.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Board  of  this 
State  to  appoint  for  such  counties  where  the  necessity  therefor  is 
deemed  to  exist,  and  subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Court  of  Quarter 
Sessions,  one  or  more  experts ;  and  whenever  a  distinct  charge  or 
accusation  is  made,  under  oath  or  affirmation,  before  an  alderman 
or  justice  of  the  peace,  that  there  is  reasonable  ground  for  believing 
that  any  dealer  or  manipulator  of  drugs,  wholesale  or  retail,  is 
guilty  of  any  of  the  charges  specified  in  Section  16  of  this  Act, 
such  accusation  to  be  substantiated  by  an  examination  or  analysis 
of  the  alleged  adulterated  drug  or  preparation  by  said  expert, 
together  with  a  sample  or  samples  of  the  articles  examined  or 
analyzed,  the  said  alderman  or  justice  of  the  peace  may  issue 
authority  to  search  for  and  arrest  the  sale  of  the  adulterated  articles 
until  the  case  can  be  acted  on  by  the  grand  jury,  and,  if  a  true  bill 
be  found,  until  the  court  decides  by  competent  testimony  for  or 
against  the  defendant." 

Your  Committee,  having  voted  negatively  upon  the  above  reso- 
lutions, would  here  state  their  reasons  for  so  doing : — 

1st.  The  success  of  legislation  against  adulterated  drugs,  etc.,  is 
made  dependent  upon  that  of  the  pharmacy  act. 

2d.  As  the  influence  of  the  medical  profession  would  be  needed  for 
the  enactment  of  any  effective  law  against  the  sale  of  impure  drugs, 
we  do  not  consider  it  dignified  nor  proper  that  we  should  be  com- 
pelled therefore  to  assist  and  indorse  another  law  whose  merits, 
as  physicians,  we  can  hardly  appreciate.  Indeed,  some  of  your 
Committee  have  strong  objections  to  certain  portions  of  the  act, 
which  however,  need  not  be  here  stated. 

3d.  The  sections  of  the  act  recommended  are  very  imperfect  and 
prospectively  inoperative. 

4th.  The  first  resolution  is  incorrect,  inasmuch  as  the  pharmacy 
act  was  the  only  plan  or  act  relating  to  the  subject  of  adulteration 
of  drugs  which  was  entertained  by  the  Joint  Committee,  and  by 
the  wording  of  the  resolution  it  would  be  inferred  that  the  plan 
recommended  was  selected  from  among  many  others  offered. 

5th.  The  pharmacy  act  has  not  yet  been  approved  by  the  Phar- 
maceutical Association,  and  therefore  we  have  no  assurance  that  it 
will  meet  with  the  approval  and  support  of  the  majority  of  its 
members. 

The  idea  of  a  conference  with  the  druggists  originated  in  the  Phila- 
delphia County  Medical  Society  last  spring,  and  though  mistrust- 
ing the  result  of  such  conference,  still,  when  directed  to  join  the 
conference,  your  Committee  determined  to  do  all  that  was  possible 
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to  promote  its  success.  We  consider,  however,  that  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee has  not  fulfilled  the  expectations  which  its  friends  so 
confidently  entertained. 

While  a  few  of  its  members  admitted  the  necessity  of  legislation 
and  appreciated  the  importance  of  the  subject  in  connection  with 
the  welfare  of  the  public  and  the  profession,  others  expressed  doubts 
as  to  the  truth  of  the  allegation  that  "  Drugs  were  extensively 
adulterated,"  or  were  indifferent  to  the  whole  subject. 

The  representatives  from  the  College  of  Pharmacy  admitted  the 
general  charge  of  adulteration  and  particularly  the  inertness  of 
many  extracts,  etc.  (from  imperfect  preparation),  but  they  did  not 
consider  adulteration  extensively  practised,  and  thought  the  drug 
market  improving  in  character.  They  were  unanimously  opposed 
to  legislative  interference  in  the  matter,  and  thought  that  through 
educational  means  the  practice  could  be  finally  abolished. 

Had  the  Joint  Committee  possessed  the  zeal  which  the  subject 
they  were  appointed  to  discuss  demanded,  we  think  it  would  not 
have  stopped  short  of  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  matter.  For 
one  portion  of  the  Committee  to  charge  and  for  the  other  to  combat 
is  not  the  proper  way  to  set  at  rest  so  important  a  question.  The 
opinions  of  a  few  on  either  side  should  not  lead  to  the  enactment 
of  a  law  which  is  to  affect  a  community  and  the  business  interests 
of  the  honest  as  well  as  the  dishonest,  neither  should  they  prevent 
such  enactment. 

The  Committee  had  an  opportunity,  which  may  not  again  be 
offered,  to  satisfy  the  profession  of  the  true  condition  of  things  had 
it  been  so  disposed.  A  resolution  was  offered  at  one  of  the  earlier 
meetings  of  the  Committee  to  appoint  a  sub-committee  of  investiga- 
tion which  should  be  instructed  to  gather  all  the  facts  possible 
bearing  upon  the  subject,  both  from  the  medical  profession  as  well 
as  the  pharmaceutical.  This  resolution  was,  however,  voted  down. 
Why  ?    Your  Committee  cannot  answer. 

But,  besides  gathering  such  facts  as  could  be  obtained  from  the 
number  of  reliable  and  observing  men  with  which  the  two  pro- 
fessions are  filled,  had  the  Committee  determined  to  subject  the 
more  commonly  used  and  important  articles  of  the  materia  medica 
to  a  strict  analysis,  then  it  would  have  done  something  towards 
convincing  the  community,  that  either  a  law  was  required  or  that 
it  was  not.  (Sigued),  JAS.  CUMMISKEY, 

WM.  L.  KNIGHT, 
A.  NEBINGER, 
WM.  MAYBURRY, 

Committee, 
SIXTH  SERIES.— PART  I.  6 
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ANTIDOTAL  EFFECT  OF  CHLOROFORM  ON  STRYCHNINE. 

By  W.  H.  GOBRECHT, 

PBOFESSOB  OF  ANATOMT  IN  THE  MEDICAL  COLLEGE  OF  OHIO. 


Early  in  the  morning  of  Thursday,  December  5,  186T,  I  was 
called  to  the  Gibson  House,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  to  visit  a  youn^ 
man,  aged  about  twenty  years,  said  to  have  been  taken  suddenly 
ill.  I  found  the  patient  in  a  state  of  profound  repose,  so  to  speak, 
with  regular  but  rather  labored  breathing,  bordering  on  stertor ; 
a  pulse  full  and  pretty  regular,  though  not  forcible;  he  was  in- 
sensible ;  pinching  or  shouting  were  not  appreciated ;  he  was  unable 
to  swallow.  In  fact,  on  first  examination,  he  appeared  to  be  in  just 
such  a  condition  as  one  who  had  often  seen  the  effects  of  opium  in 
excess  would  have  charged  to  that  drug ;  so  I  remarked,  "  This 
man  seems  to  have  poisoned  himself  with  laudanum  or  morphia  ; 
wait,  however,  until  I  have  examined  his  pupils."  The  pupils  were 
undoubtedly  dilated,  for  I  distinctly  recollect  having  said,  "  It  is 
not  opium,  but  what  it  is  I  cannot  at  present  certainly  tell."  My 
delay  in  reporting  this  case  is  due  to  not  having  made  a  memoran- 
dum at  that  time  of  the  precise  condition  of  the  pupils  (great  accu- 
racy being,  in  my  opinion,  essential  in  all  exhibits  for  the  benefit 
of  the  profession) ;  yet  I  was  then  plainly  satisfied,  being  familiar 
with  opium  symptoms,  that  no  such  narcotic  had  been  employed. 

I  concluded  to  act  on  general  principles.  Internal  stimulants 
could  not  be  given,  as  the  patient  could  not  swallow,  so  I  deter- 
mined to  keep  up  and  increase  respiration  by  the  use  of  the  electro- 
magnetic machine,  until  the  unknown  poison  had  been  eliminated 
by  the  lungs.  Just  before  leaving  to  obtain  my  machine,  I,  for  the 
sake  of  his  comfort,  changed  the  position  of  the  patient,  who  had 
been  lying  for  several  hours  upon  his  back,  to  his  side.  In  this 
movement  his  pillow  was  displaced,  when  a  bottle,  corked,  con- 
taining a  small  quantity  of  fluid  with  a  few  shining  crystals, 
rolled  from  beneath  it.  This  fluid,  on  examination,  appeared  to  be 
chloroform,  yet  there  was  no  odor  of  it  in  the  room.  The  Marshal 
of  Kentucky,  who  had  charge  of  the  nian  under  a  requisition  from 
the  Governor  of  Ohio,  then  recollected  that  towards  morning  his 
prisoner  had  risen,  examined  his  valise,  and  quietly  returned  to 
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bed,  where  he  had  remained  just  as  quietly  until  the  time  when  the 
Marshal,  failing  to  awaken  him,  became  alarmed  and  sent  for  aid. 

On  my  way  for  the  electro-magnetic  machine,  I  left  the  vial  with 
Mr.  E.  S.  Wayne,  chemist,  desiring  an  immediate  analysis  of  its 
contents.  Shortly  afterwards  he  informed  me  that  the  fluid  sub- 
mitted to  him  was  a  saturated  solution  of  Strychnia,  with  crystals 
in  excess,  in  chloroform,  and  that  if  the  bottle  was  originally  full, 
it  must  have  contained  an  ounce  of  chloroform  with  at  least  fifteen 
grains  of  strychnia.  On  again  reaching  the  patient,  perhaps  in  an 
hour  or  less  after  leaving  him,  he  was  in  the  same  quiet  condition, 
without  a  single  strychnine  symptom,  though  somewhat  depressed 
and  evidently  anaesthetized,  which  state  the  analysis  of  the  fluid 
seemed  to  throw  some  light  upon.  I  immediately  commenced  to 
pass  regularly-successive  electro-magnetic  currents  (by  Kidder's 
machine,  with  full  power)  from  the  nape  of  the  neck  to  the  pit  of 
the  stomach,  in  the  ordinary  manner  for  artificial  respiration,  which 
were  continued  more  than  an  hour.  During  this  time  sensation  and 
consciousness  gradually  returned ;  the  patient  then  recognized  those 
about  him,  and  for  some  time  slept,  with  brief  intervals,  tranquilly. 
On  awaking,  and  during  Friday,  he  had  some  general  numbness. 
On  Saturday,  December  Y,  1867,  very  trifling  numbness  only  and 
some  exhaustion  remaining,  his  father  determined  on  removing 
him  to  his  home  in  Kentucky.  The  trip  is  reported  to  have  been 
attended  by  insensibility,  lasting  thirty-six  hours.  On  February 
11,  1868,  the  father  wrote  me:  "I  do  not  know,  but,  judging  from 
appearance,  there  is  no  trace  of  poison  existing  either  in  his  mental 
or  physical  system." 

The  chemical  analysis  of  Mr.  Wayne  and  the' observation  of  the 
Marshal  are  fully  sustained  by  the  statement  of  the  patient,  who 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  examination  or  observation,  for  he,  in 
answer  to  my  inquiries,  said  that,  supposing  chloroform  and  strych- 
nine were  the  most  certain  poisons,  he  had  obtained  from  a  druggist 
friend  the  bottle  of  chloroform  and  fifteen  cents'  worth  of  strych- 
nine, to  use  in  case  of  need.  Being  determined  to  destroy  himself, 
he  got  out  the  preparation,  and  first  inhaled  all  he  could,  but 
finding  this  did  not  produce  the  desired  eflect,  swallowed  all  but 
that  which  was  found  in  the  bottle  under  the  pillow. 

It  would  thus  appear  that  the  patient  had  taken,  before  I  saw 
him,  seven-eighths  of  an  ounce  of  a  saturated  solution  of  strychnia, 
with  crystals  in  excess,  in  chloroform,  both  by  inhalation  and  in- 
gestion, without  any  other  result  than  complete  and  prolonged 
anaesthetization  and  some  temporary  subsequent  numbness,  with 
no  known  injurious  consequences  after  two  months  had  elapsed. 
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The  case  is  reported  as  a  contribution  to  toxicology,  somewhat 
peculiar,  as  the  strychnine  effects  seem  to  have  been  destroyed  from 
the  beginning.  It  is  therefore,  perhaps,  more  marked,  as  far  as  the 
antidotal  property  of  chloroform  is  concerned,  than  those  quoted 
in  the  United  States  Dispensatory^  12th  edition,  1865,  under  "  Strych- 
nia," p.  1357,  and  in  the  foot-note  to  the  same.^ 

In  corroboration  of  the  statement  of  Prof.  Gobrecht,  as  to  the 
effects  of  chloroform  as  an  antidote  in  the  case  of  supposed  poisoning 
from  strychnia.  Dr.  John  L.  Atlee,  of  Lancaster,  related  the  fol- 
lowing case : — 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  about  2  o'clock,  August  21st,  1857,1  was 
requested  to  see  Mr.  A.  C,  aged  about  60  years,  a  man  of  herculean 
frame  and  great  muscular  strength,  who  was  found  in  his  chamber 
at  the  hotel,  laboring  under  violent  spasms.  This  man  had  at  one 
time  occupied  a  highly  respectable  position  in  the  community  in 
which  he  lived,  and  belonged  to  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  re- 
spectable families  in  the  county.  For  several  years  he  had  been 
suspected  of  harboring  horse-thieves  and  burglars  at  his  tavern  in 
the  country,  but  by  his  consummate  tact  and  cunning  had  eluded 
the  vigilance  of  his  neighbors  who  suffered  from  the  depredations 
of  the  outlaws.  In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1857,  however,  he 
was  accused  of  receiving  stolen  property,  and  his  trial  was  fixed 
for  the  April  term  of  that  year.  It  did  not,  however,  take  place 
until  the  following  term,  in  August,  when  he  was  convicted  of  the 
offence.  He  was  at  dinner,  at  one  o'clock  P.  M.,  when  he  overheard 
the  remark  of  a  gentleman  attending  the  court,  that  the  jury  had 
found  him  guilty.  He  immediately  rose  from  the  table,  went  to 
his  chamber,  was  seen  to  mix  something  in  a  tumbler  with  water, 

1  *^And  several  oases  are  on  reoord  in  which  the  inhalation  of  ohioroform  bas 
not  only  afforded  great  relief,  but  appears  to  have  been  the  means  of  saving  life. 
Chloroform  has  been  nsed  also  with  seeming  advantage  bj  the  stomach.  In  a 
case  recorded  by  Dr.  Dresbach,  of  Tiffin,  Ohio,  two  drachms  swallowed  by  a 
patient  alarmingly  ill  from  the  effects  of  three  grains  of  strychnia  produced 
complete  relief  in  less  than  fifteen  minates.'' 

And  also  in  a  foot-note : — 

**  In  a  letter  to  the  aathors  from  Dr.  Wm.  D.  Barclay,  dated^nscatine,  Iowa, 
May  4, 1863,  the  case  of  a  robust  yonng  man  is  described,  who,  after  taking 
four  grains  of  strychnia,  was  seized  with  the  most  violent  tetanic  spasms^ accom- 
panied with  intense  suffering,  and  recovered  under  the  use  of  chloroform,  given 
both  internally  and  by  inhalation.  It  was  necessary  to  keep  him  under  the 
influence  of  the  medicine  for  thirteen  consecutive  hours,  during  which  two 
ponnds  of  chloroform  were  consumed  by  inhalation.  Two  drops  were  given 
•every  five  minutes  by  the  stomach,  when  the  mouth  could  be  opened.*' 
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and  drink  it,  and  not  long  afterwards  was  found  in  the  condition 
subsequently  described.  Dr.  Charles  L.  Baker,  a  very  intelligent 
young  physician,  now  deceased,  then  boarding  at  the  hotel,  was 
called  in  to  see  him.  Finding  bis  symptoms  peculiar,  and  the 
patient  altogether  unwilling  to  take  medicine,  he  sent  for  me. 

Upon  entering  the  room  I  found  the  patient  in  bed,  lying  upon 
his  back,  his  countenance  flushed,  and  with  a  stern  and  almost  demo- 
niac expression ;  his  pulse  natural,  skin  moist,  and  his  intellectual 
faculties  perfect.  Dr.  Baker  informed  me  that  he  suspected  poison, 
and  had  endeavored  to  administer  emetics;  but  that  the  patient 
bad  obstinately  refused  all  medical  assistance.  While  receiving 
this  information  a  violent  spasm  seized  the  patient,  which  I  observed 
was  of  a  decidedly  tetanic  character,  similar  to  those  previously 
observed,  and  which  affected  all  the  voluntary  muscles.  I  told  the 
doctor  that  I  was  satisfied  the  patient  had  taken  strychnia.  He 
had  frequently  declared  before  his  trial,  that,  if  convicted,  he 
would  never  suffer  imprisonment. 

Finding  the  patient  obstinately  bent  on  self-destruction,  the  use 
of  the  stomach-pump  was  suggested,  and  Dr.  B.  went  to  procure 
it.  In  his  absence  I  used  all  my  endeavors  to  induce  the  patient  to 
take  the  emetic,  without  avail,  and  while  pressing  the  cup  to  his 
lips,  I  discovered  that  his  jaws  were  firmly  closed,  that  he  had  a 
full  set  of  teeth,  and  that  it  would  be  impossible,  in  a  man  of  his 
great  muscular  strength  and  determination,  to  use  the  stomach- 
pump.  It  then  occurred  to  me  that  by  means  of  chloroform  a 
double  object  could  be  gained — a  subjection  of  the  patient,  and  a 
relief  from  the  spasms.  I  went  next  door  to  the  dvuggist,  where  I 
found  Dr.  B.  preparing  the  stomach-pump,  procured  two  ounces  of 
chloroform,  and  with  him  returned  to  the  patient,  whom  I  had  left 
in  the  care  of  a  student. 

While  at  the  druggist's,  I  ascertained  that  at  the  April  term  of 
the  court,  when  he  had  expected  the  trial  to  come  on,  the  patient 
had  purchased  there  20  grains  of  strychnia.  This  confirmed  my 
suspicion  as  to  the  cause  of  the  symptoms,  and  showed  the  evident 
bent  of  his  mind.  On  our  return  we  found  the  spasms  increased 
in  force  and  frequency. 

By  means  of  a  folded  napkin  the  chloroform  was  applied  to  the 
mouth  and  nostrils ;  but  no  sooner  was  it  done  than  he  grasped 
the  napkin  violently  with  his  right  hand,  tore  it  away,  and  openly 
defied  me  to  administer  remedies  to  him.  I  then  appealed  to  the 
gentlemen  attending  court,  who  by  this  time  nearly  filled  the  room, 
to  assist  as  in  holding  down  the  patient,  and  by  this  means — 
having  two  persons  to  each  arm  and  leg,  and  having  the  head  firmly 
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held,  I  was  enabled  to  use  the  anaesthetic.  In  a  few  moments  it 
produced  its  effect ;  his  whole  muscular  system  became  relaxed ; 
and  he  remained  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  perfectly  quiescent  As 
soon  as  he  was  restored  to  consciousness,  we  found  that  a  total 
change,  mental,  moral,  and  physical,  had  taken  place.  The  spasms 
had  left  him,  the  expression  of  his  countenance  was  calm  and  com- 
paratively pleasant,  and  he  was  perfectly  obedient  to  every  request 
made  of  him.  He  took  the  emetic  without  difficulty,  and  we  soon 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his  stomach  thoroughly  evacuated. 
He  had  partaken  of  a  portion  of  his  dinner  before  swallowing  the 
strychnia,  which  probably  prevented  a  more  rapid  absorjption  of 
it.  At  this  time,  about  3  o'clock  P.  M.,  I  had  to  leave  him,  for 
three  hours,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  B.,  with  the  understanding  that 
he  would  re-administer  the  chloroform,  should  there  be  a  recur- 
rence of  the  spasms.  At  6  o'clock  P.  M.  I  found  the  patient  ap- 
parently well ;  there  had  been  no  spasms ;  his  mind  was  calm,  his 
temper  placid,  and  he  complained  of  nothing  but  weakness.  He 
had  a  good  night,  and  the  next  morning,  although  suffering  from 
muscular  debility,  and  some  unsteadiness  in  his  gait,  he  was  brought 
before  the  court,  and  sentenced  to  confinement  in  the  Eastern  Peni- 
tentiary, where,  a  few  weeks  afterwards,  he  committed  suicide,  by 
hanging,  in  his  cell. 
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DESCRIPTION 

OF  ▲ 

COMPOUND  CRANIOTOMY  INSTRUMENT. 


At  the  recent  meeting  of  the  Society,  I  had  the  honor  to  present 
for  inspection  a  compound  craniotomy  instrument,  designed  es- 
pecially for  the  use  of  the  country  practitioner,  and  now,  at  its 
request,  I  submit  for  publication  a  brief  description  of  the  same. 

The  instrument  consists — as  may  be  seen  by  referring  to  the 
diagrams — of  three  pieces,  viz.,  a  male  blade  with  a  conical  perfo- 
rator attached  to  the  handle ;  a  female  blade  with  a  blunt  hook, 
likewise  attached;  and  a  pivot.  The  jaws  or  clams  (a-b)  are  six 
inches  in  length,  concave  on  the  anterior  and  interior,  and  convex 
on  the  posterior  and  exterior  aspects,  terminating  with  expanded 
and  serrated  lips,  one  inch  and  a  fourth  in  length  (&-c),  and  one 
inch  in  breadth  (Or-c).  The  handles  (a-f),  including  the  perforator 
and  blunt  hook,  are  ten  inches  in  length.  The  conical  perforator 
is  two  inches  in  length  (f-g)  and  one  inch  and  a  fourth  in  breadth 
at  the  base  (A-t),  surrounded  by  a  spiral  groove  of  proportional 
size.  The  pivot  by  which  the  female  blade  is  locked  upon  the  male 
blade  is  constructed  on  the  German  plan,  but  with  an  oblong  head. 
A  flat  cylindrical  head,  neatly  milled  around  the  rim,  would  be  an 
improvement,  as  it  would  be  less  liable  to  do  injury.  The  whole 
length  of  the  instrument  is  16  inches,  the  weight  26  ounces. 

As  to  the  several  uses  to  which  the  instrument  may  be  applied 
it  is  proper  to  add  a  few  words.  The  intelligent  accoucheur,  it  is 
believed,  will  find  in  the  use  of  it  all  that  is  required  in  breaking 
down  the  bony  structure  of  the  foetal  head.  In  malformations  of 
the  pelvis,  less  difficulty  is  experienced  in  introducing  narrow 
clams,  and  the  serrated  lips  take  firmest  hold  upon  the  yielding 
scalp,  and  aid  in  producing  elongation  of  the  cranium.  Should  it 
be  thought  important  to  remove  the  brain,  a  few  turns  of  the  per- 
forator are  sufficient.  The  blunt  hook  may  then  be  used  for  the 
purpose  of  making  traction,  or  one  of  the  clams  of  the  instrument 
may  be  passed  into  the  head,  and  the  other  between  the  scalp  and 
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the  uterus,  with  a  similar  object  in  view.  Moreover,  it  is  evident, 
from  the  length  of  the  clam,  and  the  serrated  lips,  that,  in  cases  in 
which  unusual  traction  is  required,  a  firm  hold  may  be  taken  (the 
instrument  being  inverted),  reaching  in  the  occipito-anterior  posi- 
tions, as  far  as  the  infra-auricular  space,  and  in  the  occipito-poste- 
rior  positions,  as  far  as  the  infra-mastoid  space.  The  removal  of 
the  head  and  body  of  the  child  piecemeal  is  seldom  necessary,  but 
in  a  work  of  this  kind  it  could  not  fail  to  answer  a  good  purpose. 
•  In  conclusion,  I  may  state  that  the  advantages  of  the  instrument 
are  chiefly  in  its  convenience  and  strength.  Placed  by  the  side  of 
a  pair  of  good  obstetrical  forceps,  the  village  practitioner,  in  his 
hasty  excursions  to  distant  points  in  the  country,  will  feel  himself 
doubly  armed  ;  and  in  reply  to  anxious  inquiries,  he  can  say,  I  am 
prepared  for  any  emergency. 

R.  L.  SIBBET,  M.  D. 
New  EuroBT05,  Pa.,  June  18, 1870. 
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FORM  OF  COmn  REPORTS  TO  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA/ 


I.— CAUSES  WHICH  MODIFY  THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  COUNTY. 

1.  Locality: 

Boundaries  of  County,  and  its  situation  in  the  State. 
Its  proximity  to  large  rivers  and  the  lakes;  to  mountain  ranges; 
their  direction  and  extent. 

2.  Hydrography  or  Drainage: 

Size  and  direction  of  watercourses,  and  of  the  dividing  ridges 
or  water-sheds. 

Extent  of  river  bottom. 

Power  and  rapidity  of  streams;  danger  and  frequency  of  inun- 
dation. 

Quantity  of  marshy  or  springy  soil. 

Artificial  water  channels  and  reservoirs;  amount  of  lockage. 

3.  Topography: 

Area  and  mean  altitude  of  County. 

Population  and  their  lineage;  chief  avocations. 

Location  and  size  of  principal  towns. 

General  character  of  surface ;  principal  valleys  and  eminences. 

Nature  and  extent  of  surface  destitute  of  vegetation,  tilled, 

covered  with  forest,  or  in  grass. 
Agricultural  produce;  kinds  of  timber;  effects  of  clearing  and 

of  drainage  on  climate ;  extent  of  artificial  irrigation. 

4.  Geology: 

Geological  position,  actual  location,  dip,  direction  and  extent 

of  the  different  formations. 
Character  of  soil,  subsoil,  and  subjacent  rock. 
Source  and  nature  of  water  used  for  domestic  purposes. 
Supply  of  water  to  towns;  kind  of  pipes  used  as  conduits. 
Map  with  geological  features  named,  and  colored  agreeably  to 

the  order  adopted  by  the  State  Geologist.* 

6.  Meteorology:* 

Latitude,  longitude,  and  altitude  of  observer. 

'  See  printed  Transactions ,  vol.  v.  p.  62. 

*  iQcloae,  bj  dotted  lines  with  proper  marginal  references,  those  sections  of  the 
oonntj  in  which  epidemics  have  prevailed. 

s  Observers  for  the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphiai  as  well  as  for  the  Smith- 
sonian Institntion,  Washington,  reside  in  a  nnmber  of  the  oonnties,  and  would 
furnish  all  the  meteorological  information  required.    See  page  16,  Part  iii.  1858. 
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Barometric,  thermometric,  and  hygrometric  states  of  the  atmosphere 
for  every  day  in  the  year,  indicating,  in  columns,  the  amount  in 
inches,  of  rain,  hail,  and  snow. 

n.— MORTUARY  TABLES.* 

1.  Mortality: 

From  fevers ;  from  measles,  smallpox,  and  varioloid. 
From  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  air-passages. 
From  diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 
From  diseases  of  the  organs  of  nutrition. 
From  diseases  of  the  urino-genital  organs. 

2.  Causes  assigned  for  death  where  the  number  exceeds  10  per  cent. 

of  the  whole. 

3.  Quarterly  Tables,  showing  the  whole  number  of  deaths  of  white 

and  of  colored  persons  under  1  year,  from  1  to  2,  from  2  to 
5,  from  6  to  10,  from  10  to  16,  from  15  to  20,  and  for  every 
decennial  period  over  20. 

iiL— prevalent  diseases.* 

1.  Epidemics  and  Endemics  of  the  year: 

Their  origin  and  march ;  apparently  contagious  or  not ;  how 
affected  by  race,  age,  sex,  temperament,  avocation,  circum- 
fusa,  ingesta,  and  the  density  of  population. 

2.  Fevers: 

Intermittent  and  remittent ;  their  frequency  as  compared  with 

that  of  former  years. 
Typhusand  typhoid  fevers;  smallpox;  benefits  of  vaccination ; 

measles;  scarlatina. 

3.  Other  Diseases  : 

Observations  on  their  etiology,  pathology,  and  therapeutics. 
Peculiarity  of  type  or  tendency. 

Number  of  cases,  and  a  comparison  of  it  with  that  of  other 
years. 

4.  Miscellaneous: 

Medical  effects  of  indigenous  plants,  and  of  new  remedies. 
Facts  of  interest  in  surgery  and  obstetrics. 
Notices  of  members  deceased  during  the  year. 
List  of  officers  and  members. 

>  If,  as  is  to  be  feared  in  many  counties,  the  materials  for  this  classifioation 
cannot  be  obtained,  the  reporter  is  requested  to  approximate  as  closely  to  it  as 
his  means  of  information  will  admit. 

'  In  describing  oases,  give  the  age,  sex,  condition,  and  location  of  patient, 
season  of  year,  treatment,  and  termination. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ALLEGHANY  CODFTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


NECROLOGICAL  NOTICE  OF  FEANKLIN  lEISH,  M.  D.,  1820—1869. 

Franklin  Irish,  M.  D.,  the  subject  of  the  following  notice,  was 
bom  in  Pittsburg,  Pa.,  January  12th,  1820,  and  died  of  fatty  de- 
generation of  the  heart  and  liver,  in  Newcastle,  Lawrence  County, 
Pa.,  August  nh,  1869. 

He  was  the  oldest  child  of  Wm.  B.  Irish,  who,  after  filling  several 
important  offices  in  Alleghany  County,  was  made  Marshal  of  the 
Western  District  of  Pa.,  and  occupied  that  position  during  the  first 
term  of  Monroe's  administration. 

After  his  retirement  from  that  office,  Mr.  Irish  removed  to  New 
Lisbon,  Ohio,  where  his  son  pursued  his  classical  studies  until  he 
entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Benjamin  Stanton,  who  was  then  practising 
medicine  at  Salem,  Ohio.  Franklin  Irish  continued  to  study  with 
Dr.  Stanton  until  the  winter  of  1840-41,  when  he  attended  his 
second  course  of  lectures  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and 
received  his  diploma  from  that  institution  in  the  spring  of  1841. 
Soon  after  his  graduation.  Dr.  Irish  located  himself  in  Terre  Haute, 
Indiana,  for  the  purpose  of  practising  his  profession.  His  own  in- 
clinations led  him  to  select  the  medical  department  of  the  army  as 
the  place  which  offered  the  career  the  most  congenial  to  his  tastes, 
but  the  determined  opposition  of  his  father  to  that  choice  decided 
him  to  settle  in  Terre  Haute,  which  was  then  one  of  the  most 
flourishing  towns  in  the  West.  There  he  was  fortunate  in  acquiring 
an  extensive  practice  almost  immediately  after  his  location ;  but 
in  about  three  years,  circumstances  induced  him  to  remove  from 
Terre  Haute  to  Covington,  Fountain  County,  in  the  same  State. 

His  success  in  winning  the  confidence  of  the  inhabitants  of  this 
town  was  as  gratifying  as  it  had  been  in  that  which  he  had  just 
left,  and  had  he  been  permitted  to  remain  there  he  would,  from  his 
manly  personal  appearance,  his  urbanity  of  manners,  and  the  supe- 
riority of  his  medical  acquirements,  unquestionably  have  attained 
a  reputation  as  a  physician  unexcelled  by  that  of  any  other  in  the 
State.  The  death  of  his  father,  however,  compelled  him,  after  a 
residence  of  about  seven  years  in  Covington,  to  return  to  New 
Lisbon,  Ohio,  for  the  purpose  of  settling  up  his  father's  estate,  and 
to  remain  there  until  towards  the  close  of  the  year  1852.  During  the 
two  years  which  he  spent  there,  he  devoted  a  portion  of  his  time 
to  his  profession,  but  he  did  not  remain  long  enough  to  acquire  any 
extended  reputation,  and  finally,  abandoning  all  idea  of  returning 
to  the  West,  he  came  to  Pittsburg  late  in  the  fall  of  1852,  and  con- 
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tinued  to  reside  here,  with  the  exception  of  the  time  spent  in  the 
army,  until  within  a  few  months  of  his  death. 

Dr.  Irish  had  been  educated  under  the  influence  of  the  Society  of 
Friends,  and  from  their  early  teachings  had  imbibed  a  hatred  to  all 
forms  of  oppression  and  tyranny,  and  especially  to  the  system*  of 
slavery  in  the  United  States.  Long  before  the  rebellion  began  he 
was  an  earnest  advocate  of  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves,  and 
when  the  war  broke  out  in  1861  he  was  one  of  the  first  to  offer  his 
services  to  the  Governor,  who  was  then  engaged  in  organizing  the 
first  regiments  of  Pennsylvania  troops.  Gov.  Curtin  at  once  gave 
him  a  commission  as  surgeon  in  the  Pennsylvania  volunteers,  with 
orders  to  organize  a  hospital  department  for  the  troops  who  were 
encamped  near  Pittsburg.  After  the  accomplishment  of  that  order, 
Dr.  Irish  was  assigned  to  duty  as  Surgeon  of  the  1*lth  Regiment 
of  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  which  was  then  on  the  eve  of  depar- 
ture with  other  troops  to  take  part  in  the  movements  of  the  army 
under  General  Buell  in  Kentucky  and  Tennessee.  He  immediately 
joined  his  regiment,  and  was  with  it  during  its  arduous  services  in 
BuelPs  campaigns,  and  with  it  shared  the  honors  and  dangers  of 
the  battle  of  Shiloh.  On  his  return  to  Louisville  with  BuelPs  army 
in  its  famous  race  with  Bragg's  forces,  Dr.  Irish  was  detached  from 
his  regiment  and  assigned  to  duty  as  surgeon  in  charge  of  General 
Hospital  No.  8,  in  that  city,  where  he  remained  until  May,  1863, 
when  he  rejoined  his  command,  which  was  then  in  the  field  with 
Rosecrans.  In  the  very  active  campaign  which  almost  immediately 
ensued.  Dr.  Irish  was  necessarily  much  exposed,  and  the  hardships 
which  he  was  compelled  to  undergo  after  the  battle  of  Chickamauga, 
together  with  the  privations  to  which  he  was  obliged  to  submit 
during  the  siege  of  Chattanooga,  compelled  him,  shortly  after  the 
relief  of  that  place,  to  return  home  on  sick  leave,  and  in  January, 
1864,  his  health  not  having  improved  suflSciently  to  justify  his 
return  to  his  regiment,  he  resigned  his  commission  and  again  re- 
turned to  the  uneventful  life  of  a  private  practitioner. 

His  health,  however,  which  was  never  fully  restored,  together 
with  an  increasing  diflSculty  of  hearing,  prevented  him  from  pur- 
suing his  profession  as  earnestly  as  he  would  otherwise  have  done, 
and  debarred  him,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  pleasure  of  inter- 
course with  his  medical  brethren,  yet  he  never  ceased  to  feel  a  deep 
interest  in  the  honor  and  welfare  of  the  profession. 

During  the  last  year  of  his  life  he  suffered  very  much  from  nerv- 
ous prostration  and  derangement  of  the  digestive  organs.  These 
symptoms  gradually  increased  in  severity  until  the  month  of 
August,  1869,  when  he  expired  at  the  residence  of  his  mother  in 
New  Castle,  Pa. 

Dr.  Irish  possessed  a  character  of  great  force  and  determination, 
and  was  a  man  of  decided  ability  in  his  profession.  His  views  on 
medical  subjects  were  clear  and  practical,  and  his  application  of 
them  so  judicious  as  to  render  him  in  all  respects  a  most  excellent 
physician.  In  private  life  he  was  a  charming  companion  and  a 
warm  friend.  A.  M.  S. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  BEAVER  COUNH  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Sanitary  Committee  regret  to  say  that  the  following  report 
is  not  so  general  as  it  should  be,  as  only  a  limited  number  of  the 
members  have  responded  to  the  request  of  the  Committee  to  hand 
in  a  report  of  their  practice  for  the  past  year.  The  general  health 
of  the  county  has  not  been  as  good  as  last  year.  No  severe  epi- 
demics have  prevailed  to  our  knowledge.  There  has  been  the  usual 
amount  of  scarlet  fever,  measles,  hooping-cough,  etc.  Diphtheria 
seems  to  be  on  the  decrease,  and  rheumatism  increasing. 

Only  three  cases  of  the  so-called  relapsing  fever  have  occurred, 
all  of  which  (after  three  relapses  in  one  case  and  two  in  each  of  the 
others)  ultimately  recovered  perfectly.  The  treatment  was  princi- 
pally quinine  and  purgatives  containing  calomel. 

Dr.  Nye  writes  as  follows : — 

"  My  practice  extends  along  the  valley  of  the  Beaver  River,  and 
during  the  spring  and  fall  months,  malarious  diseases  in  a  modified 
or  disguised  form  made  their  appearance.  Remittent  and  inter- 
mittent fevers  were  more  prevalent  than  for  several  years,  especially 
farther  up  the  valley  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Castle.  During  the 
warm  season  we  had  to  contend  with  the  usual  number  of  cases  of 
cholera  morbus,  bilious  diarrhoea,  and  dysentery,  all  of  which  ap~ 
peared  in  a  mild  form.  In  the  beginning  of  winter  there  were  a 
large  number  of  cases  of  cynanche  almost  approaching  an  epidemic. 
They  mostly  terminated  in  resolution,  with  nothing  noteworthy  in 
regard  to  the  history  or  treatment."  * 

Dr.  Nye  further  states  that  he  has  not  found  the  new  remedies, 
carbolic  acid,  bromide  of  ammonium,  chloral  hydrate,  etc.,  as  eflS- 
cacious  as  he  had  been  led  to  expect  from  the  many  reports  in  the 
medical  periodicals  of  the  present  day.  So  far  as  the  ammonium 
and  chloral  hydrate  are  concerned  we  agree  with  Dr.  Nye,  but  with 
regard  to  the  carbolic  acid  as  an  application  to  wounds  and  various 
sores,  we  think  it  preferable  to  any  other  remedy. 

Dr.  G.  W.  Langfitt,  whose  practice  lies  in  the  southeastern  por- 
tion of  the  county,  reports  that  there  has  been  more  sickness  in  his 
practice  the  last  year  than  for  several  previous  years.    Intermit- 
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tent  fever  (which  is  of  very  rare  occurrence  in  that  portion  of  the 
county)  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent  during  the  fall  months. 
This  is  no  doubt  owing  to  the  season,  as  it  was  unusually  wet. 

He  also  reports  that  an  epidemic  of  pneumonia  prevailed  in  his 
practice  during  the  months  of  February  and  March,  attacking  both 
adults  and  children.  A  majority  of  the  cases  were  of  the  asthenic 
form,  characterized  by  great  prostration  from  the  beginning. 

He  says :  "  In  the  treatment,  when  the  pain  was  severe,  I  inva- 
riably applied  a  blister  over  the  seat  of  the  pain,  kept  the  bowels 
open  with  calomel,  and  gave  quinine  from  the  beginning,  with  suf- 
ficient morphia  to  control  the  pain  and  give  rest  at  night,  and  nour- 
ished the  patient  with  beef,  squirrel,  and  chicken-tea. 

"  Three  cases  were  complicated  with  inflammatory  rheumatism  ; 
to  these  I  gave  the  same  treatment,  except  the  diet,  at  the  same 
time  keeping  the  affected  joints  oiled  and  well  wrapped  up  in  raw 
cotton  (which  I  think  is  the  best  thing  that  can  be  applied  to  the 
inflamed  joints  in  acute  and  subacute  rheumatism).  None  proved 
fatal  after  the  above  treatment  was  adopted." 

He  also  reports  that  a  ^'  considerable  amount  of  rheumatism  pre- 
vailed during  the  fall  and  winter  months  of  the  acute,  subacute,  and 
nervous  form ;  in  a  few  cases,  cardiac  symptoms  were  developed, 
yet  none  proved  fatal. 

'^  In  the  treatment,  the  alkaline  diuretics  and  digitalis  gave  the 
best  satisfaction  as  internal  remedies." 

Dr.  G.  W.  Langfitt  reports  two  cases  of  biliary  calculi  occurring 
in  his  practice,  one  a  bachelor  aged  65  years,  of  intemperate  habits, 
the  other  a  married  lady  aged  10 ;  both  were  treated  according  to 
Wood,  and  both  proved  fatal.  He  also  reports  that  in  his  obstetric 
practice  he  had  two  cases  of  shoulder  presentation,  each  fatal  to 
the  child,  while  the  mothers  made  good  recoveries.  Three  cases  of 
retained  placenta  from  hour-glass  contraction  occurred,  which  he 
attributes  to  the  use  of  ergot  as  producing  the  irregular  contraction 
oSthe  uterus. 

Dr.  T.  G.  McPherson,  of  Beaver  Falls,  writes  that  few  important 
cases  have  occurred  in  his  practice.  The  general  health  during  the 
past  year  has  been  good.  No  epidemics  prevailed  except  a  peculiar 
type  of  bilious  fever  during  the  fall  months ;  several  cases  proved 
fatal.  There  had  been  fewer  cases  of  cholera  morbus,  cholera 
infantum,  and  kindred  diseases,  than  usual.  During  the  winter 
and  spring,  the  usual  number  of  cases  of  typhoid  fever,  rheumatism, 
neuralgia,  pneumonia,  etc.,  occurred,  all  of  which  recovered.  In 
speaking  of  chronic  disease  he  states  that  the  usual  proportion  has 
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occurred,  and  that  quacks  have  had  their  usual  proporti6n  of  the  * 
practice  in  that  class  of  diseases. 

In  his  opinion  all  );raYelling  doctors  are  not  quacks,  neither  are 
all  qnacks  travelling  doctors,  and  be  believes  that  a  large  amount 
of  quackery  is  practised  by  located  physicians  of  the  regular  school, 
men  who  magnify  their  cases  and  the  importance  of  their  services 
by  exaggerating  the  gravity  of  the  symptoms  in  the  presence  of 
the  patient  and  his  friends,  and  by  so  doing  are  as  guilty  of  char- 
latanism as  the  most  notorious  Indian  or  herb  doctor  in  existence. 

In  obstetric  practice  he  has  rarely  found  it  necessary  to  use 
ergot,  neither  has  he  used  ansesthetics  in  any  case,  the  forceps  only 
in  one  case  of  protracted  labor  after  ergot  had  failed  to  produce 
the  necessary  contraction  to  expel  the  child,  which  was  born  dead ; 
the  mother  made  a  good  recovery.  Dr.  McPherson  also  states  that 
he  is  not  in  the  habit  of  washing  the  child,  but  oils  it  thoroughly, 
and  gently  rubs  it  with  a  soft  dry  cloth.  He  regards  bandaging 
the  mother  as  useless.  For  after-pains  he  prescribes  bromide  of 
potassium  in  doses  of  from  five  to  fifteen  grains. 

He  reports  a  case  of  labial  thrombus  the  size  of  a  goose  egg, 
vhich  he  relieved  by  puncture.  After  turning  out  the  clot,  he  in- 
serted a  piece  of  soft  cotton  saturated  with  a  solution  of  plumbi 
acetas,  removed  it  and  applied  a  compress  which  was  also  removed 
next  day,  no  further  treatment  being  necessary. 

Dr.  McPherson  reports  a  very  interesting  case  of  biliary  calculus, 
with  an  account  of  the  post-mortem  examination  made  by  Dr.  T.  G. 
McPherson,  assisted  by  Dr.  David  Stanton,  of  New  Brighton. 
This  was  a  case  of  many  years  of  suffering,  having  been  treated  by 
a  large  number  of  physicians  both  in  Europe  and  America  with  no 
permanent  benefit.  Death  finally  ended  her  suffering  on  the  3d  of 
November,  1869.  The  post-mortem,  fifteen  hours  after  death,  re- 
vealed the  gall-bladder  much  increased  in  thickness,  containing  no 
bile,  and  contracted  firmly  around  a  biliary  calculus  of  an  oval 
shape,  measuring  in  its  longer  diameter  three-fourths,  in  its  shorter 
five-eighths  of  an  inch,  larger  circumference  two  and  one-half,  and 
its  smaller  two  inches,  weighing  forty  grains.  The  ductus  commu- 
nis choledochus  Was  somewhat  contracted  at  the  superior  portion, 
and  very  probably  at  certain  times  owing  to  congestion  in  the  parts 
was  entirely  occluded,  so  that  the  bile,  instead  of  escaping  through  its 
natural  channel  into  the  descending  duodenum,  was  forced  to  seek 
an  outlet  through  a  sinus  terminating  externally  at  the  navel.  "The 
liver  was  comparatively  healthy,  the  lower  lobe  of  the  right  lung 
was  hepatized.  The  alimentary  canal,  uterus,  and  ovaries  were 
healthy.    The  kidney  of  the  right  side  held  about  a  fluidounce  of 
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thick  milky  liquid  containing  a  large  proportion  of  the  triple  phos- 
phate of  lime.  The  one  on  the  left  side  was  entirely  destroyed, 
leaving  a  thin  cyst  containing  a  small  quantity  of  serum.  The 
bladder  exhibited  the  appearance  of  having  been  the  seat  of  severe 
inflammatory  action  upon  its  external  surface. 

Dr.  Isaac  Winans,  of  New  Brighton,  sends  the  following  report 
*^of  a  case  of  necrosis  treated  with  injections  of  bromine  six  drops  to 
an  ounce  of  water.  Feb.  5th,  examined  with  a  probe,  found  the  bone 
broken  three  inches  above  the  knee,  and  the  opening  discharging 
freely.  There  was  only  a  shell  of  bone  on  the  anterior  side,  four 
inches  in  length,  which  had  given  way.  I  straightened  the  limb  and 
applied  a  plaster  of  Paris  case,  which  inclosed  the  whole  limb  except 
about  two  inches  in  diameter  where  the  opening  was,  and  a  narrow 
place  on  the  anterior  part,  which  allowed  the  case  to  be  tightened 
or  slackened  by  means  of  an  external  bandage.  Quinine  and  stimu- 
lants were  given,  and  the  bromine  injections  were  used  daily. 
A  tent  was  kept  in  the  opening,  and  only  removed  once  a  day. 
The  health  of  the  patient  improved.  The  discharge  decreased 
gradually  up  to  April  1st,  when  it  had  ceased,  except  a  little 
glutinous  fluid.  The  tent  was  now  omitted,  and  the  opening  per- 
mitted to  close.  There  is  no  soreness  in  the  limb,  new  bone  has 
formed,  and  the  union  seems  to  be  perfect.  The  patient  was  per- 
mitted to  walk  on  crutches  about  the  flrst  of  May.  At  this  time 
the  plaster  and  all  dressing  was  removed. 

^^  June  1st.  Thei*e  is  considerable  enlargement  of  the  bone,  but 
it  appears  firm  and  without  soreness  or  pain ;  is  nearly  the  fidl 
length ;  the  joint  is  a  little  stifi*,  but  is  improving. 

^^  I  attribute  the  favorable  result  in  this  case,  first,  to  the  use  of 
bromine  injection.  Bromine  is  one  of  our  best  deodorizers  and  anti- 
septics when  injected  into  abscesses  or  applied  to  ulcers.  It  causes 
no  pain  or  unpleasant  feeling.  It  changes  the  character  of  the  dis- 
charge and  lessens  its  quantity.  It  stimulates  and  induces  healing 
action  on  ulcerating  surfaces,  and  by  absorption  exercises  a  decided 
and  favorable  alterative  eflfect  on  the  general  system.  Secondly, 
to  the  perfect  apposition  and  rest  in  the  limb  by  inclosing  its 
entire  length  in  a  case  of  plaster.  He  is  still  using  crutches,  but 
from  present  indications  will  soon  lay  them  aside  with  a  perfect 
limb." 

Respectfully  submitted, 

W.  J.  LANGPITT,  M.  D., 

Chairman, 
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IN  MEMORIUM. 


Whebeas,  Divine  Providence  has  removed  from  our  midst 
Chables  H.  Wanner,  M.D.,  for  many  years  an  honored  member 
of  the  Berks  County  Medical  Society,  whilst  in  the  meridian  of  his 
career,  therefore 

Resolved^  That  we  deeply  lament  the  untimely  loss  of  our  late 
friend  and  associate,  and  tender  to  his  bereaved  family  and  friends 
our  deepest  sympathy  in  their  affliction. 

Resolved^  That  the  honorable  manner  in  which  he  practised  his 
profession,  his  uniform  courteous  deportment  towards  his  profes- 
sional brethren,  and  the  earnestness  and  zeal- with  which  he  labored 
to  elevate  and  sustain  medical  character,  have  endeared  him  to 
our  hearts,  and  as  an  intelligent  observer  of  disease  and  skilful 
physician  he  commanded  our  respect  and  esteem. 

Resolved^  That  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  forward  a  copy  of 
these  resolutions  to  the  family  of  the  deceased,  and  to  forward 
another  copy  for  publication  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Medical 
Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania. 

Whereas,  It  has  pleased  Almighty  God  in  His  infinite  wisdom 
to  remove  by  death  our  late  associate,  Charles  H.  Hunter,  M.  D.  ; 
and  whereas  J  it  is  eminently  proper  to  place  on  record  our  high 
estimate  of  his  personal  character,  and  professional  worth,  therefore 

Resolved^  That  this  Society  has  received  with  sincere  sorrow  the 
intelligence  of  the  sudden  death  of  Dr.  Charles  H.  Hunter,  in  whom 
as  a  citizen,  a  physician,  and  a  man,  were  united  excellences  rarely 
combined  in  the  same  individual. 

Resolved^  That  in  the  death  of  Dr.  Hunter,  in  the  prime  of  his 
life  and  usefulness,  this  Society  has  lost  one  of  its  earliest  and  most 
steadfast  supporters,  the  profession  one  of  its  most  gifted  members, 
the  community  one  of  its  best  citizens,  and  his  patients  a  kind, 
skilful,  and  judicious  counsellor. 

Resolved^  That  as  professional  brethren  we  most  cordially  bear 
our  testimony  to  his  uniform  courtesy  of  deportment,  his  fearless 
defence  of  the  right,  and  his  earnest  zeal  for  the  elevation  of  his 
profession.  For  these,  his  sterling  virtues,  we  will  ever  fondly 
cherish  his  memory. 

Resolvedj  That  in  his  untimely  death  we  mourn  individually  the 
loss  of  a  sincere  and  highly  valued  friend. 
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Resolved^  That  in  token  of  unfeigned  regard  for  the  departed,  we 
will  in  a  body  attend  his  remains  to  their  final  resting  place  and 
wear  the  badge  of  mourning  for  thirty  days  on  the  left  arm. 

Resolved^  That  the  Corresponding  Secretary  be  instructed  to 
forward  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  to  the  family  of  the  deceased 
with  the  assurance  of  our  deep  sympathy  in  their  bereavement. 

EDWARD  WALLACE, 

President. 
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Dr.  Allen  writes  as  follows : — 

"  During  the  last  year  we  have  had  no  epidemics  among  us  or  con- 
tagious diseases  except  the  whooping-cough,  which  has  been  rather 
mild  in  character,  few  cases  coming  under  the  care  of  the  physician. 
I  have  not  seen  a  case  of  typhoid  or  enteric  fever  within  the  year. 
The  number  of  inflammatory  diseases  has  not  been  great,  and 
rarely  fatal.  I  have  had  a  few  cases  of  surgery  of  some  interest ; 
one  of  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland  which  terminated  fatally, 
and  several  cases  of  necrosis  treated  by  removal  of  dead  bone  with 
good  results.  There  was  nothing  unusual  in  the  history  or  treat- 
ment of  the  above  cases,  consequently  no  great  interest  would  be 
felt  in  reporting  them. 

"  I  have  had  some  experience  in  the  use  of  hydrate  of  chloral,  and 
am  happy  to  say  that  I  think  it  is  a  valuable  remedy  in  the  treat- 
ment'of  many  diseases.  It  arrested  an  obstinate  case  of  hiccough  of 
ten  days'  duration  which  had  resisted  most  other  remedies  usually 
employed  in  that  disorder.  Twenty  grains  were  given  at  eleven 
o'clock  A.  M.  In  twenty  minutes  the  patient  fell  asleep,  but  hic- 
coughed occasionally.  His  sleep  was  quiet  and  easy  and  he  was 
waked  readily.  At  I  o'clock  P.  M.  he  took  fifteen  grains  more.  He 
slept  most  of  the  time  until  next  morning;  the  hiccoughing  continu- 
ing while  he  slept.  His  sleep  was  not  continued,  for  he  awoke  seve- 
ral times,  but  fell  to  sleep  again  very  readily.  When  he  awoke  in  the 
morning  the  hiccoughing  left  him  and  has  not  returned  after  a  period 
of  four  weeks.    The  patient  was  seventy-seven  years  of  age. 

"  This  remedy  greatly  relieved  an  aged  lady  with  valvular  disease  of 
the  heart,  who  suffered  very  much  from  vomiting,  which  was  thought 
to  be  sympathetic  She  had  been  without  sleep  forty-eight  hours,  and 
felt  great  exhaustion  after  vomiting.  She  was  unable  to  sit  up  out 
of  bed,  yet  her  feet  and  legs  were  considerably  swollen,  and  she  had 
to  be  bolstered  up  in  bed  at  an  angle  of  forty-five  degrees  or  more  to 
enable  her  to  breathe.  The  action  of  her  heart  was  so  feeble  and 
irregular  that  it  was  not  thought  prudent  to  give  hydrate  of  chloral 
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in  large  doses.  She  took  six  graiDs,  and  in  fifteen  minntes  was 
sleeping  quietly ;  she  awoke  in  one-half  hour  and  expressed  a  de- 
sire to  have  her  head  lowered,  which  gave  her  no  discomfort  She 
slept  again  immediately  for  thirty  miniltes,  when  she  awoke  and 
conversed  cheerfully  with  her  friends  without  apparent  disposition 
to  sleep.  Six  grains  more  of  the  chloral  were  given  her,  when  she 
soon  fell  asleep  and  rested  well  until  morning.  Twice  during  the 
night  there  was  a  slight  attempt  to  vomit;  she  felt  greatly  re- 
freshed by  her  sleep,  and  could,  while  under  the  influence  of  the 
chloral,  lie  in  bed  in  a  natural  position.  It  was  necessary  to  con- 
tinue the  use  of  the  chloral  as  the  vomiting  would  return  ^th  the 
disability  to  lie  in  the  recumbent  position  when  she  was  not  under 
its  influence.  The  remedy  was  of  great  service  to  her,  yet  she 
died  in  a  few  weeks  from  a  sudden  and  severe  hemorrhage  from  the 
lungs. 

^^  It  is  not  my  object  to  report  the  above  case  further  than  is 
necessary  to  give  the  effect  of  the  hydrate  of  chloral. 

^^  I  gave  it  in  a  case  of  enlargement  of  the  prostate  gland  with  great 
irritation,  causing  the  patient  to  rise  every  ten  or  fifteen  minutes 
to  void  his  urine.  He  took  twenty  grains,  and  in  thirty  minutes 
slept,  but  awoke  in  about  fifteen  minutes  to  void  his  urine.  After  one 
hour  the  dose  was  repeated ;  this  prolonged  the  intervals  of  rising, 
but  did  not  prevent  him  from  rising  every  hour  or  two.  He  would 
readily  fall  to  sleep  after  rising.  The  pain  in  voiding  his  urine  did 
not  appear  to  be  much  diminished  if  any. 

^^  It  caused  sleep  in  a  case  of  acute  rheumatism,  but  the  patient 
awoke  often,  and  complained  of  pain.  My  experience  with  hydrate 
of  chloral  has  been  too  limited  to  give  very  positive  statements  as 
to  its  effects  upon  the  system  and  its  therapeutic  uses,  but  in  doses 
not  exceeding  twenty  or  forty  grains,  it  is  evidently  a  narcotic,  in- 
ducing natural  sleep,  without  lessening  the  secretions  or  disordering 
the  brain  or  nervous  system.  It  evidently  lessens  the  action  <^ 
the  heart,  and  will  require  some  care  in  its  administration  where 
the  heart  is  moving  feebly  from  dilatation,  fatty  degeneration,  or 
other  causes  that  depress  its  action. 

"  From  the  little  experience  I  have  had  with  the  hydrate  of  chloral, 
I  am  quite  certain  that  it  is  a  valuable  acquisition  to  our  Materia 
Medica,  yet  too  little  is  known  of  its  action  and  uses  to  define  all 
the  diseases  or  cases  in  which  it  is  applicable. 

^^I  might  have  said  before  that,  in  the  doses  in  which  I  have 
given  hydrate  of  chloral,  it  has  not  acted  as  an  ansesthetio,  but 
eminently  as  a  narcotic  and  hypnotic.  In  very  large  doses  it  may 
be  an  ansesthetic.    I  have  not  had  a  case  where  I  felt  Justified  in 
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giving  large  doses — sixty  and  eighty  grains  are  reported  as  having 
been  given  at  one  dose.  Ordinarily  I  do  not  believe  large  doses 
justifiable,  but  there  may  be  cases,  such  as  mania,  delirium  tremens, 
and  spasmodic  affections,  that  may  require  them." 

Dr.  HoRTON  reports  for  the  year  ending  May  1, 1810,  as  follows : — 

"Whole  number  of  cases  treated  310 — fatal  cases  6.  First  fatal 
case  occurred  June  9th.  A  man  aged  sixty-five,  a  foreigner  by 
birth,  and  of  intemperate  habits — had  had  a  cough  for  some  years — 
was  not  confined  to  his  bed — died  suddenly.  I  had  seen  him  but 
twice. 

"  Second  occurred  September  5,  a  delicate  little  girl  two  years  old 
— died  of  dysentery — under  treatment  a  week  before  I  saw  her. 

"  Third,  a  little  boy  two  years  old,  taken  with  vomiting  about  noon, 
September  iTth,  after  having  been  in  the  garden  eating  onions.  The 
vomiting  was  soon  followed  by  convulsions.  I  saw  him  about  eight 
o'clock  evening  of  the  same  day.  He  was  wholly  unconscious,  and 
in  convulsions  most  of  the  time — could  not  swallow.  I  stayed  with 
him  till  death  closed  the  scene  at  four  o'clock  next  morning.  No 
poisonous  herb  or  root  could  be  found  in  the  garden  where  he  had 
been. 

"  Fourth,  a  male  child  eight  months  old,  died  on  the  12th  day  of 
October,  from  convulsions  supposed  to  be  caused  by  a  fall. 

"Fifth,  a  bright  intelligent  little  boy  four  years  old,  died  on  23d 
day  of  November  from  congestion  of  the  lungs — lived  but  forty-eight 
hours  after  he  was  taken — did  not  see  him  until  four  hours  pre- 
vious to  his  death — then  unconscious  and  moribund. 

"Sixth,  a  lady  aged  74  years — asthmatic  and  consumptive  for 
some  years — had  used  laudanum  freely  every  day  for  many  years. 

"  We  have  been  free  from  exanthems  in  this  section,  and,  excepting 
injiuenzas^  have  had  no  prevalent  diseases — only  a  few  cases  of 
fever;  and  affections  of  the  alimentary  canal  were  not  frequent 
daring  the  summer,  nor  pneumonias  during  the  winter." 

We  have  no  reports  from  other  members  of  the  Society :  we  there- 
fore suppose  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  county  to  have  been  good 
— and  that  of  the  ails  flesh  is  heir  to,  none  of  a  very  serious  cha- 
racter have  been  visited  upon  us.  ♦  *  *  * 

We  present  herewith  the  following  obituary^ 
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H.  P.  MOODY,  M.  D.,  1835-1869. 

Dr.  Horace  P.  Moody  died  at  Snsqnehanna,  Pennsylvania,  on 
the  third  day  of  August,  1869.  He  was  born  at  Asylum,  Bradford 
County,  Pennsylvania,  October  16th,  1835.  His  father,  Maj.  Benj. 
Moody,  died  when  he  was  a  child,  and  upon  his  mother  devolved 
the  task  of  taking  charge  of  Horace,  and  several  other  small  chil- 
dren— a  task  beyond  her  physical  power  to  endure.  Her  health  soon 
began  to  fail,  and  at  length  disease  of  the  lungs  developed  itself, 
and  she  gradually  sank  and  died  in  about  four  years  from  the  death 
of  her  husband,  leaving  the  family  to  be  cared  for  by  the  kindness 
of  relatives  and  friends.  Dr.  Moody  early  gave  evidence  of  more 
than  ordinary  mental  capacity,  and  in  the  district  school  where  he 
received  his  primary  education  he  generally  stood  at  the  head  of 
his  class.  He  early  commanded  the  esteem  and  respect  of  his  rela- 
tives and  associates,  and,  on  arriving  at  the  years  of  early  man- 
hood, he  resolved  on  medicine  as  his  profession.  His  academic 
course,  preparatory  to  the  study  of  medicine,  he  took  at  the  King- 
ston Seminary,  Wyoming  Valley,  and  whilst  there  he  became 
acquainted  with  an  interesting  young  lady,  a  daughter  of  Dr. 
James  R.  Lewis,  of  Trucksville,  Pennsylvania,  whom  he  afterwards 
married. 

Dr.  Moody  graduated  at  (Geneva  Medical  College,  in  1858,  and 
immediately  afterwards  returned  to  Asylum,  the  place  of  his  na- 
tivity, and  entered  upon  the  practice  of  medicine.  He  very  soon, 
gave  evidence  of  skill  in  the  practice  of  his  profession,  and  won  the 
confidence  and  good-will,  not  only  of  the  community,  but  also  of 
his  professional  brethren.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Bradford 
County  Medical  Society,  and  bid  fair  to  make  one  of  its  most  inte- 
resting and  useful  members.  But  on  the  breaking  out  of  the  Great 
Rebellion,  he  early  responded  to  his  country's  call,  and  bearing  a 
commission  of  lieutenant,  he  entered  the  service  in  the  grand 
army  of  the  Potomac.  At  the  battle  of  Fair  Oaks  he  was  severely 
wounded,  being  shot  through  the  shoulder.  The  wound  was  at 
first  regarded  as  fatal,  but  he  finally  recovered  so  as  to  be  able  to 
be  about,  but  was  not  sound  enough  to  enter  the  service  again. 
After  drafting  commenced,  he  received  the  appointment  of  examin- 
ing surgeon,  and  made  Scranton  the  place  of  his  residence  during 
the  draft.  At  the  close  of  the  war,  he  removed  to  Susquehanna, 
Pennsylvania,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  was  postmaster  of 
that  village.  Dr.  Moody  never  fully  recovered  from  the  eflfects  of 
his  wound,  and  about  a  year  previous  to  his  decease,  he  began  to 
exhibit  symptoms  of  tuberculosis.  The  disease  gradually  increased 
upon  him,  but  he  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office 
until  within  a  few  days  of  his  death.  Shortly  before  his  death,  he 
visited  his  old  home,  and  though  greatly  emaciated,  and  much  of 
the  time  struggling  for  breath,  he,  nevertheless,  received  the  con- 
gratulations of  his  old  friends  with  a  cordial  smile  and  kindly 
grasp  of  the  hand,  seeming  pleasant  and  cheerful,  and  manifesting 
no  fearful  anxiety  in  relation  to  his  approaching  dissolution  which 
he  doubtless  felt  was  near  at  hand.    Dr.  Moody  made  a  public 
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profession  of  Christianity  in  his  youthful  days,  and  he  evidently 
enjoyed  the  consolations  of  the  Christian  now  in  the  hour  of  his 
trial.  He  returned  to  Susquehanna,  on  Thursday  evening,  and  died 
the  Tuesday  following.  He  was  buried  with  Masonic  honors,  having 
for  some  years  been  an  esteemed  brother  in  that  order.  He  leaves 
a  kind  and  amiable  companion,  and  two  promising  children. 

E.  P.  ALLEN, 
GEO.  F.  HORTON, 

Committee, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHESTER  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


JAMES  MAREOB  GOOD,  M.  D.     1840—1867. 

While  called  upon  to  minister  to  the  needs  of  those  around  whom 
death  casts  at  times  the  foreshadows  of  disease — an  admonition 
here  and  there  reveals  the  common  mortality  of  all,  and  that  warn- 
ing is  brought  forcibly  home,  when  the  solemn  visitant  enters 
our  midst  and  takes  from  among  our  own  number  one  after 
another,  who,  by  his  profession  as  a  physician,  finds  it  a  duty 
to  battle  with  the  dreaded  foe.  In  the  death  of  Dr.  Good,  the  pro- 
fession is  made  to  feel  that  loss  which  ever  follows  the  sudden 
quenching  out  of  youth,  of  strength  and  promise,  dedicated  to  the 
cause  of  medicine.  And  while  science  and  its  handmaid  humanity, 
can  never  afford  to  lose  anj  adherents,  no  matter  what  their  work 
may  be,  yet  it  is  a  source  of  gratification  when  the  memory  of 
their  past  may  be  gathered  up  and  found  worthy  of  recollection. 

The  subject  of  this  notice  was  bom  June  11th,  1840;  died  Jane 
2tth,  1867.  As  a  practitioner  in  the  Episcopal  Hospital,  and  as  a 
surgeon  in  the  army,  called  out  by  emergency  of  war,  he  was  found 
faithful  to  his  trust. 

He  had  settled  but  a  short  time  in  West  Chester,  and  although 
promised  a  good  practice  by  reason  of  fair  capacities,  he  was 
smitten  with  disease,  and  his  death  prevented  the  realization  of  his 
hopes.  His  death  was  caused  by  pneumonia  arising  it  was  thought 
from  ichorrhemia,  as  it  supervened  on  a  deep-seated  abscess  found 
at  the  back  of  his  neck.  But  while,  as  a  physician.  Providence  had 
not  offered  to  him  a  wide  field  of  operation,  it  is  as  a  son  that  his 
memory  will  be  burnished  brightly  in  the  hearts  of  those  who  knew 
him ;  but  doubly  so  in  the  love  of  her  who  mourns  him  yet  as  one 
whose  loss  can  never  be  paid. 

It  is  too  often  that  youth  is  eager  to  break  away  from  the  claims 
of  the  parents'  tie,  and  deem  itself  too  expansive  for  the  close  rela- 
tions of  home.  Dr.  Good  never  reached  that  point  of  worldly 
knowledge  or  selfish  forgetfulness.  Upon  him  his  mother  leaned 
indeed  as  upon  a  very  staff.  Possessed  of  agreeable  manners  and 
fine  position,  he  felt  it  a  privilege  always  to  pay  the  courtesies  of  a 
gentleman  first  to  the  mother  he  loved  above  all  others.  Young 
and  impulsive,  he  was  ever  willing  to  walk  in  the  path  of  her 
slightest  wish.  Capable  of  meeting  the  enjoyments  of  life,  it  was 
his  pleasure  to  minister  to  hers. 

And  thus  as  he  has  passed  from  the  ranks,  there  is  left  the 
thought  that  a  heart  full  of  filial  devotion  must  needs  have  been 
ready  to  beat  with  lovely  sympathy,  and  had  his  days  beea 
lengthened  there  is  fair  reason  to  expect  a  kind,  as  well  as  success- 
ful physician,  and  a  life  full  of  deeds  as  it  was  full  of  promise. 

ISAAC  MASSEY, 
WM.  B.  BRINTON, 
0.  G.  COXE,  Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  COLUMBIA  AND  MONTOUR  COUNTY  MEDICAL 

SOCIETY. 


In  presenting  oar  annual  report  this  year  we  are  sorry  to  be 
obliged  to  reiterate  what  has  heretofore  been  so  frequently  stated 
by  committees  of  our  own  and  other  societies,  into  whose  hands 
has  been  placed  the  task  of  communicating  with  the  State  Society, 
that  our  members,  either  from  indisposition  or  thoughtlessness, 
have  failed  to  furnish  the  necessary  information  through  which 
alone  we  could  give  to  our  professional  brethren  from  othe^  sections 
of  the  State  a  proper  history  of  our  diseases,  treatment,  and  success. 
We  have  held  during  the  year  regular  quarterly  meetings  and 
younger  members  of  the  profession  moving  into  our  midst  have 
increased  our  numbers,  while  some  of  the  older  physicians  have 
neglected  an  organization  which  should  be  fostered,  and  allowed 
the  stringency  of  by-laws  to  dissolve  their  connection  with  the 
society.  Upon  the  whole  our  society  may*  be  said  to  be  slowly 
advancing.  The  locality,  topography,  and  geology  of  the  counties 
have  been  described  in  previous  reports. 

Meteorologt. — ^We  give  below  a  table,  the  result  of  observations 
at  Bloomsburg,  Pa.,  taken  at  sunrise,  showing  the  maximum,  mean, 
and  minimum  temperature  of  each  month  of  the  year  of  1869. 

M&xlmum.  Mean.  Mlnimnm. 

January 44*  29o  lO** 

February 42  29f  14 

March 44  28)  9 

April 66  40^  26 

May 68  47  42 

June 74  60  48 

July 74  63  48 

August 74  61}  47 

September  ......  74  56|  38 

October 60  38f  23 

November 48  32^  22 

December 45  29}  7 
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We  have  been  unable  to  gather  any  mortuary  statistics,  and  there- 
fore we  can  say  nothing  upon  the  subject. 

Prevalent  Diseases. — An  epidemic  of  scarlatina  has  committed 
sad  havoc  among  the  children  in  this  locality ;  in  many  instances 
carrying  off  all  the  little  ones  of  a  family  and  leaving  the  parents 
of  four  or  five  boys  or  girls  entirely  childless.  The  disease  made 
its  appearance  early  in  the  fall  of  1869,  and  continued  until  late 
in  the  spring  of  the  present  year,  and  even  now  a  number  of  cases 
are  under  treatment,  although  the  fatality  is  not  so  great,  perhaps 
on  account  of  the  mildness  of  the  temperature.  The  fatal  cases 
were  more  the  result  of  the  sequelae  than  the  severity  of  the  primary 
disease.  Of  the  origin,  progress,  and  treatment,  we  can  give  but 
little  information  (not  being  engaged  in  practice)  except  such  as  is 
contained  in  a  letter  received  from  Dr.  Senderling,  of  Berwick,  Pa., 
which  we  append.  This  section  of  the  county  is  quite  healthy,  and 
we  have  not  had  such  an  epidemic  as  scourged  the  country  recently 
for  very  many  years.  From  a  communication  received  from  Dr. 
Senderling  we  extract  the  following : — 

"  From  disease,  epidemic  and  endemic  in  origin,  we  have  enjoyed 
comparatively  an  immunity ;  pertussis  and  influenza  forming  the 
only  exception,  but  of  a  mild  type  and  generally  uncomplicated, 
seldom  presenting  for  professional  aid  or  counsel.  In  one  case  of 
the  former,  that  of  a  little  girl  eet.  4  years,  I  experienced  consider- 
able anxiety  on  account  of  a  severe  attack  of  aphthae  of  the  mouth 
and  fauces,  with  severe  bronchial  inflammation,  and  tympanitic 
abdomen  with  tenderness  in  the  iliac  region  and  accompanied  with 
painful  and  scanty  micturition ;  all  these  symptoms  presenting  in 
the  6th  week  of  pertussis ;  she  having  had  no  previous  medical 
attendance.  The  following  constitutional  symptoms  were  present : 
pulse,  140;  skin,  hot  and  very  dry;  respiration,  hurried ;  counte- 
nance, rather  suffused  and  anxious;  and  paroxysms  of  coughing 
very  severe,  with  copious  expectoration  of  a  dull  whitish  color,  and 
Opaque,  rather  tough,  and  at  times  frothy ;  the  tongue  and  mucous 
lining  of  the  mouth  and  fauces  were  covered  with  a  thick,  whitish, 
aphthous  exudation  in  patches.  The  tongue  was  considerably 
swollen.    Treatment  for  the  general  and  aphthous  condition — 

^. — Sod»  snlphitifl  388  ; 

Spts.  ether,  nit.  f  ^ij  ; 

Sjr.  gaaltherin  f  3vj  ; 

Aquae  f  588i — M. 
f  3j  every  three  hoars. 

•  '^  Conjoined  with  this  as  an  expectorant  and  antispasmodic,  I  pre- 
scribed : — 
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]^. — Sjr.  pnini  Virg.  f  ^ij  ; 
Syr.  scillffi  f  gj ; 
Ext.  belUdonnie  fld.  gtt.  xziv  ; 
Ext.  verat.  viridis  flaid.  gtt.  xzxtJ  ; 
Tr.  lobelia  f  gij.— M. 
A  teaspoonful  every  three  or  four  hoars. 

''When  the  aphthous  condition  abated,  which  it  did  entirely  in  the 
course  of  a  week,  I  prescribed  as  an  alterative  and  tonic  the  fol- 
lowing : —  ' 

R.— Tr.  ferri  ohlorid.  f^j  ; 
Potass,  ohloratis  5ij ; 
.Syr.  gaultherisB  fjiij* 
In  drachm  doses  three  times  a  day. 

''  Continuing  the  antispasmodic  and  expectorant,  the  little  patient 
rapidly  improved  in  health  and  appearance.  I  detail  the  above 
case  because  of  the  peculiarity  of  the  complication,  one  which 
closely  simulated  a  certain  condition  sometimes  observed  in  the 
course  of  enteric  fever,  and  one  which  I  had  never  before  observed 
complicating  pertussis.  The  paroxysms  of  coughing  were  very 
severe,  so  much  so  as  to  place  the  little  patient  in  her  emaciated 
condition  in  great  danger  of  pulmonary  emphysema. 

"  I  have  had  four  cases  of  idiopathic  erysipelas  the  past  year,  of 
the  cellulo-cutaneous  variety,  in  all  of  which  the  free  use  of  sulphite 
of  soda  (10  gr.  doses  to  adults)  internally,  and  also  as  a  topical  ap- 
plication Oj  to  fSj)  accomplished  a  speedy  cure. 

"  Of  typhoid  fever  I  have  had  thirteen  cases.  One  died  from  sud- 
den pulmonary  complication  in  the  third  week  of  the  disease ;  the 
remainder  recovered.  Ten  of  these  cases  occurred  in  two  families 
and  were  evidently  of  endemic  origin.  In  one  family  six  children, 
ranging  in  years  from  sixteen  to  four,  were  seized  with  the  disease 
about  the  same  time.  The  first  case  was  a  boy  aged  sixteen  years,  and 
in  three  weeks  five  more  were  taken  in  quick  succession,  a  few  days 
only  intervening  in  the  onset  of- the  disease.  One  died,  a  young 
girl  set.  15  years,  in  the  third  week  of  the  disease  from  sudden  pul- 
monary complication  (bronchitis).  None  of  the  adult  members  of 
the  family  were  attacked,  although  in  constant  attendance  and  con- 
tact with  the  invalids.  I  used  as  a  prophylactic  the  aromatic  sul- 
phuric acid,  and  as  disinfectant,  carbolic  acid  and  carbolate  of  lime, 
as  soon  as  the  disease  showed  the  disposition  to  attack  other  members 
of  the  family,  with  the  effect,  I  think,  of  modifying  it  in  those  last 
attacked,  and  also  preventing  it  with  the  adult  portion  and  the 
youngest  child,  a  boy  of  two  years.  The  etiology  of  the  above  cases 
was  very  obscure ;  although  careful  explorations  were  made  of  the 
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premises,  no  cause  snfficient  to  account  for  the  disease  was  dis- 
covered. 

"  In  another  family,  distant  seven  miles  from  the  above,  I  attended 
four  other  patients  with  the  same  disease  in  a  family  of  thirteen 
children.  Here  the  cause  of  the  disease  was  quite  manifest,  viz., 
close  proximity  to  stagnant  water,  the  whole  family  prior  to  frosts 
having  suffered  more  or  less  from  ague.  In  these  cases  the  onset 
of  the  disease  was  more  severe  and  marked  by  great  depression  of 
the  vital  forces,  and  although  partaking  much  of  a  typho-malarial 
or  mixed  type,  still  the  entire  symptoms  were  well  marked  and 
characteristic.  Here  I  made  use  also  of  acid,  sulph.  aromat.  as 
prophylactic  and  carbolate  of  lime  as  disinfectant,  and  all  the  rest 
of  the  family  escaped.^  The  remaining  three  cases  were  sporadic, 
and  the  etiology  was  obscure. 

"  The  treatment  I  have  adopted  the  past  two  years  in  fevers  of  the 
remittent,  typhus,  malarial,  and  typhoid  types  has  been  with  the 
sulphite  of  soda  and  quinine.  At  the  outset,  I  usually  give  an 
alterative  and  cathartic  dose,  composed  of — 

B. — Mass.  hydrarg.  gr.  x  ; 
Ipecac,  pnlv.  gr.  ss  ; 
Quiniffi  Ralph,  gr.  ij. — M. 
Ft.  mass  in  pil.  iij. 
To  an  adult  at  night,  followed  in  the  morning,  or  in  six  or  eight  honrs,  bj  a 
gentle  aperient. 

"  I  then  prescribe  the  sulphite  as  follows : — 

Q. — Sod»  BulpLitis  3ij ; , 
Ipecac,  pulv.  gr.  vj; 
-  Qninin  snlph.  gr.  xij. — M. 
Divide  into  twelve  powders ;  one  powder  every  three  hours. 

"  Conjointly  with  this,  as  a  refrigerant  diaphoretic,  either  of  the 
following : — 

B. — Liq.  ammonin  acetatis  f^vj ; 

Spts.  aether,  nit.  f  i^ss  — M. 
fSss  every  three  hours. 

Or 

R;— Acid,  citric,  giij;  9.— Potas.  carb.  3ij,  9ij; 

Aqu»  f^iv.  Spts.  (ether,  nit.  f^»s; 

Aqu»  fJHjss. — M. 
One  tablespoon fnl  of  each  every  three  hours  in  a  state  of  effervescence  alter- 
nately with  the  powders. 

"  In  remittents,  giving  the  powders  during  the  remission  every 
hour  or  two,  and  either  of  the  above  solutions,  during  the  paroxysm 
of  fever,  I  generally  succeed  in  breaking  up  the  paroxysm  in  a 
week  or  ten  days.  Since  adopting  the  above  treatment,  I  have  not 
had  a  case  of  enteric  fever  continue  over  four  weeks,  and  have  in 
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nearly  every  instance  witnessed  the  controlling  influence  of  the 
remedy  over  the  disease.  In  cases  of  great  cerebral  exaltation,  I 
usually  increase  the  amount  of  ipecac  in  the  powders,  suflOicient  to 
produce  slight  nausea,  and  in  great  depression  of  the  nervous  centres, 
the  amount  of  quinine,  and  if  conjoined  with  symptoms  of  great 
debility,  as  is  often  the  case,  add  strongly  concentrated  animal 
food,  milk,  beef  essence,  etc.  In  cases  of  great  wakefulness,  with 
delirium  attendant  upon  adynamic  conditions,  as  evinced  in  the 
widely  dilated  pupils  and  other  correlative  symptoms,  I  always 
give  opiates  either  by  the  mouth  or  hypodermically,  either  with  the 
syringe  or  upon  blistered  surfaces.  In  cases  of  great  tenderness  in 
the  iliac  region,  with  great  tympanitis,  I  prescribe  sinapisms  freely, 
and  afterward  cover  the  part  with  a  broad  flannel  bandage,  but  I 
have  seldom  seen  annoying  tympanitis  in  this  disease  since  using 
the  sulphite  of  soda,  and  in  only  two  instances  the  past  year  have 
I  prescribed  the  ol.  terebinth.,  the  condition  indicating  its  use  not 
being  developed  in  the  other  cases. 

"  The  rationale  of  the  above  treatment  of  typhoid  fever,  so  far  as 
the  sulphite  of  soda  is  concerned,  I  am  not  prepared  to  expatiate 
upon ;  but  in  my  opinion  (and  I  have  experimented  faithfully  and 
impartially  with  the  remedy),  it  seems  to  have  a  marked  effect  upon 
the  "  materies  morbi."  How  it  would  act  in  epidemic  typhoid,  I 
have  had  no  opportunity  of  testing,  but  my  confidence  in  it  as  a 
remedial  agent  would  induce  me  to  give  it  an  impartial  trial  should 
opportunity  present.^ 

^^  In  obstetrics  I  have  had  five  cases  of  great  interest  within  the 
past  two  years.  Two  of  these  were  tumors  (uterine),  complicating 
delivery  and  the  post-partum  condition.  One  case  of  rupture  of  the 
bladder  and  urethra,  producing  urethro-vesico-vaginal  fistula,  caused 
by  over-oflOiciousness  and  ignorance  of  the  midwife.  I  have  also 
been  called  upon  to  perform  pedalic  version  twice  the  past  year, 
under  rather  peculiar  and  opposite  conditions. 

"  Case." — October  28, 1868, 10  P.  M.,  was  called  in  attendance  on 

Mrs.  B ,  «et.  35  years,  primipara.      Found,  upon  arrival  and 

examination  of  patient,  everything  going  on  well,  with  no  indica- 
tions of  deviation  from  ordinary  routine  of  labor,  the  membranes 

1  An  able  article  on  the  use  of  the  aalphitea,  by  Dr.  De  Riooi)  appeared  in  the 
Dublin  Quarterly  Review  for  November,  1863,  in  whioh  its  valne  in  zymosis  was 
impressed  on  the  profession.  Prof&ssor  Polli,  of  Milan,  previoos  to  that  had 
given  strong  testimony  in  its  favor. 

*  A  pablished  history  of  this  oase  will  be  fonnd  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical 
Reporter  for  January  19th,  1869.  I  also  exhibited  the  tnmor  at  the  last  meet- 
ing of  the  Ck>anty  (?)  Medical  Society. 
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having  ruptured  with  vertex  presentation  about  one  hour  prior  to 
my  arrival.  About  one  o'clock  A.  M.,  the  second  stage  of  labor  was 
completed,  with  the  birth  of  a  fine  well-formed  male  child,  weighing 
about  ten  pounds.  Upon  making  an  examination  of  the  abdomen 
with  my  hand  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  the  uterus,  I  discovered 
an  irregularity  in  the  shape  of  the  organ.  I  then  made  gentle  traction 
with  the  funis,  which  receded  with  a  sudden  jerk  when  traction  was 
suspended.  In  the  absence  of  hemorrhage  sufiScient  to  cause  appre- 
hensions of  immediate  danger,  I  waited  the  usual  time,  or  about 
one  hour,  before  making  efforts  at  extraction,  when  deeming  farther 
delay  useless^  while  the  uterus  was  making  less  vigorous  efforts  to 
rid  itself  of  its  contents,  I  introduced  my  left  hand  in  the  usual 
manner  into  the  uterus,  when  I  discovered  extensive,  though  not 
firm,  placental  adhesions,  which  I  detached  in  as  gentle  and  rapid  a 
manner  as  possible,  until  my  hand  reached  the  fundus  uteri,  where 
it  came  in  contact  with  a  hard  round  substance,  about  the  size  of  a 
large  orange,  pretty  firmly  attached  to  the  mucous  lining  of  the 
cavity.  After  a  few  moments'  reflection,  I  concluded  I  could  not  al- 
low this  tumor  to  remain  with  any  prospect  of  safety  to  the  patient, 
and  as  the  hemorrhage  was  now  becoming  profuse,  I  proceeded  to 
detach  it  from  the  uterine  walls,  at  the  same  time  making  firm 
grasping  pressure  with  my  right  hand  applied  to  the  abdominal 
tumor.  With  some  difficulty,  I  accomplished  this  in  a  very  few  mo- 
ments, when  I  withdrew  the  whole  mass  into  the  vagina.  I  then 
immediately  reintroduced  my  hand  within  the  uterus  for  the  pur- 
pose of  removing  any  debris  which  might  have  been  left,  and  re- 
taining it  until  I  felt  the  organ  contracting  firmly  and  regularly, 
when  I  gently  withdrew  it,  bringing  the  placenta  and  tumor  from 
the  vagina.  The  tumor  is  of  a  dense  fibrous,  homogeneous  struc- 
ture, and  weighed  when  first  examined  nearly  ten  ounces  avoirdu- 
pois ;  under  the  knife  cutting  with  a  glistening  white  appearance 
somewhat  resembling  scirrhus.  This  patient  had  a  good  recovery 
and  has  enjoyed  good  health  ever  since.  Prior  to  marriage,  she 
told  me  (to  use  her  own  words)  she  always  had  'terrible  times' 
with  the  return  of  each  menstrual  period. 

"  Case. — July  12,  1869,  six  o'clock  A.  M.,  was  called  to  attend  a 
Mrs.  M.,  aet.  38  years,  in  her  seventh  confinement.  Upon  my  arrival 
I  found  my  patient  in  the  first  stage  of  labor  and  everything  pro- 
gressing favorably — vertex  presentation.  In  about  one  hour  labor 
was  completed,  with  the  birth  of  a  well-formed  female  child ;  the 
placenta  followed  in  twenty  minutes,  and  the  uterus  contracted  to 
its  usual  size,  with  the  ordinary  amount  of  hemorrhage.  I  remained 


Digitized  by 


Google 


COLUMBIA   AND    MONTOUE    COUNTY    MEDICAL    SOCIETY.      101 

at  the  house  about  one  hour,  when  I  left  to  visit  other  patients  on 
mj  way  homeward,  she  saying  that  she  felt  more  comfortable  than 
she  ever  had  after  confinement. 

"13/A.  Saw  her  thirty  hours  after  confinement,  doing  well,  when, 
not  deeming  farther  visits  requisite,  she  told  me  she  would  let  me 
know  '  if  anything  went  wrong.' 

''Morning  of  17th,  hve  A.  M.,  was  called  in  great  haste  by  the 
husband,  who  said  his  wife  was  taken  with  flooding  the  evening  of  the 
16th,  and  had  had  a  'fainting  fit.'  Upon  arrival  and  examination 
I  found  her  apparently  in  no  great  danger,  but  quite  weak,  counte- 
nance pallid,  pulse  100,  and  rather  weak.  Lochial  discharge  pro- 
fuse (but  no  clots),  which  had  compelled  a  change  of  napkins  every 
hour  or  two  during  the  night,  bedding  and  clothing  thoroughly 
saturated  with  a  pinkish-colored  fluid,  but  no  evidence  of  hemor- 
rhage otherwise,  and  uterus  of  proper  size,  with  no  severe  after- 
pains.  Upon  close  inquiry,  I  ascertained  that  my  patient,  in 
attempting  to  rise  from  her  bed  the  evening  previous,  was  taken 
with  a  severe  pain,  passed  a  large  clot  of  blood,  and  immediately 
became  faint.  This  passed  over  as  soon  as  she  resumed  the  recum- 
bent posture.  As  her  general  condition  indicated  more  than  ordi- 
nary drain  upon  the  system,  I  prescribed  gallic  acid  in  10  gr.  doses 
every  four  hours,  with  directions  if  faintness  came  on  again  to  give 
stimulants,  and  strictly  enjoined  the  recumbent  posture.  Diet, 
beef-tea,  milk,  etc. 

"  8^^.  Condition  about  the  same  as  previous  day,  lochial  discharge 
somewhat  diminished — continue  treatment. 

"  9/A.  Some  improvement,  substituted  acid,  sulph.  aromat.  as 
astringent  and  tonic  in  place  of  gallic  acid,  with  directions  to 
resume  the  latter  if  the  discharge  increased. 

"20/A.  Condition  apparently  improving,  so  much  so  that  she, 
deeming  further  attendance  unnecessary,  informed  me  that  she 
would  send  for  me  if  she  did  not  do  well. 

^^  2Sd.  I  was  summoned  early  in  the  morning,  the  message  being 
that  Mrs.  M.  was  supposed  to  be  dying.  Upon  reaching  her  bed- 
side I  found  her  extremely  prostrated,  pulse  120  and  very  weak, 
skin  cool,  countenance  pallid,  everything  in  fact  pointing  to  a  fatal 
isHue.  Upon  inquiry  found  that  she  had  over-estimated  her 
strength  the  evening  previous,  was  seized  with  flooding  again  and 
had  passed  several  large  blood  clots,  since  which  time  there  had 
been  a  profuse  discharge  of  a  pinkish-colored  fluid,  which  had 
saturated  the  bedding  and  run  through  upon  the  floor.  I  at  once 
made  a  digital  examination  per  vaginam,  but  discovered  no  evidence 
of  fresh  blood  or  clots.  Remained  b}'  her  bedside  one  hour,  during 
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which  time  two  napkins  thoroughl}'  saturated  with  the  discharge 
were  removed.  Convinced  that  some  abnormal  condition  of  the 
uterus  existed  the  precise  nature  of  which  I  had  no  means  of  know- 
ing, I  administered  an  injection  per  vaginam  of  persulphate  of  iron 
Oss  to  f3j),  with  directions  to  repeat  it  every  six  hours ;  resumed 
acid,  gallic,  in  large  doses,  brandy  and  strongly  concentrated  diet. 

"  2Alh,  Condition  much  the  same — discharge  suppressed,  discon- 
tinue injection. 

"  25th.  Condition  still  growing  weaker,  pulse  130,  small  but  regu- 
lar ;  discharge  returned ;  resume  injection. 

"  26/^.  Condition  seemingly  improved ;  pulse  120  and  stronger 
than  previous  day ;  somewhat  restless ;  countenance  apathetic,  but 
said  she  felt  stronger  and  better. 

"  2*lth,  On  my  way  to  visit  her  this  morning,  met  a  messenger  who 
stated  that  Mrs.  M.  died  the  night  before.  Upon  inquiry,  the 
husband  told  me  that  about  6  P.  M.  of  the  26th,  his  wife  had  sud- 
denly turned  on  her  side,  was  immediately  seized  with  a  convulsion, 
and  died  in  about  an  hour  afterwards. 

"  Autopsy  twenty-four  hours  after  death. — Assisted  by  my  friend 
Dr.  A.  B.  M'Crea  of  this  place,  I  made  a  post-mortem  examination. 
No  abnormal  appearances  until  we  laid  open  the  uterus  in  its  long 
diameter,  when  we  discovered  the  remains  of  what  appeared  to 
have  been  a  pretty  large  tumor,  evidently  highly  vascular  and 
attached  to  the  fundus  uteri.  A  network  of  vessels  three  inches  in 
diameter,  the  vessels  themselves  about  the  size  of  a  large  crow-quill, 
was  discovered  upon  the  intra-mural  surface  of  the  fundus  uteri, 
which  had  evidently  anastomosed  freely  with  the  circulation  in  the 
tumor  itself.  The  rest  of  this  organ  appeared  healthy,  but  very 
pale,  flabby,  and  easily  tearing  in  the  direction  of  the  long  diameter. 

"  The  previous  history  of  this  patient  throws  a  little  light  upon  the 
cause  of  this  tumor,  at  least  affords  plausible  grounds  for  theory. 
At  her  last  confinement,  her  husband  informed  me  she  had  adherent 
placenta,  only  a  portion  of  which  had  been  removed  by  her  medical 
attendant,  proper  efforts  having  been  made  at  extraction,  the  remain- 
ing portion  discharging  by  piecemeal,  and  for  several  weeks  attended 
with  an  offensive  discharge  from  the  vagina.  A  portion  remaining 
attached  to  uterine  walls,  probably  served  as  a  nucleus  for  the  for- 
mation of  this  tumor,  which  became  the  cause  of  her  death  in  the 
manner  above  described. 

"  Case  of  Rupture  of  the  Neck  of  Bladder  and  Urethra. — May 
12th,  1868, 1  o'clock  P.  M.,  was  called  in  great  haste  to  see  Mrs.  K., 
residing  a  few  rods  from  my  office,  in  her  8th  confinement.  Upon 
my  arrival  I  found  her  rallying  from  an  attack  of  syncope.    Was 
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informed  by  the  midwife  that  she  had  been  seized  with  labor-pains 
early  that  morning,  which  had  not  been  severe  until  about  one  hour 
prior  to  my  arrival,  when  in  the  act  of  micturition,  the  '  waters  had 
broken,'  when  she  immediately  fainted,  and  had  to  be  lifted  into 
the  bed,  when  it  was  discovered  that  she  had  flooded  fearfully;  the 
vessel  was  nearly  full  of  blood  and  water,  her  clothing  saturated, 
and  a  large  pool  of  blood  upon  the  floor.  Upon  making  an  exa- 
mination, I  discovered  a  partial  placental  presentation,  the  placenta 
or  edge  of  it  lying  between  the  arch  of  the  pubes  and  occiput, 
eflfectually  barring  the  entrance  of  the  head  into  the  superior  strait. 
The  uterine  pains  were  nearly  or  quite  suspended.  I  immedi- 
ately administered  a  dose  of  ergot  and  wine,  and  in  about  a  quarter 
of  an  hour,  strong  pains  coming  on,  I  introduced  my  left  hand  into 
the  vagina,  and  with  my  two  fingers,  in  the  absence  of  pain,  suc- 
ceeded in  pushing  the  placental  mass  upwards,  when  a  vigorous 
pain  coming  on,  forced  the  head  well  into  and  through  the  superior 
strait,  and  in  about  twenty  minutes  the  labor  was  completed,  the 
placenta  immediately  following  the  child,  which  was  a  female  well 
formed  and  vigorous.  Upon  inquiring  of  the  patient  into  the  history 
of  her  case,  I  was  informed  that  the  midwife  in  her  efforts,  as  she 
called  it,  of '  breaking  the  waters,'  had  torn  something  of  which  the 
patient  was  conscious,  or,  to  use  her  own  phrase,  she  felt  as  if 
*  something  had  given  away,'  and  soon  after  desiring  to  micturate, 
she  had  risen  from  the  bed  and  seated  herself  on  the  vessel,  when 
there  was  a  great  gush  of  water,  as  she  supposed,  when  she  at  once 
became  faint,  in  which  condition  I  found  her.  After  prescribing 
perfect  quietude  in  the  usual  position,  I  left  her  apparently  very 
comfortable,  her  system  rallying  well  under  the  circumstances. 

"But  here  comes  the  most  remarkable  features  of  this  case — I  had 
accounted  for  the  sudden  faintness,  as  due  to  the  sudden  evacua- 
tion of  the  liq.  amnii  and  hemorrhage,  the  latter  due  to  the  mal- 
position of  the  placenta,  neither  did  I  receive  any  intimation  of  the 
nature  of  the  accident,  until  about  one  week  afterwards,  when  Mrs. 
K.  sent  for  me  and  complained  that  she  had  incontinence  of  urine, 
and  that  such  had  been  the  case  ever  since  delivery ;  that  in  some 
of  her  previous  confinements  she  had  been  troubled  in  the  same 
ntianner,  though  not  so  completely ;  and  that  she  had  not  mentioned 
it  before  because  she  thought  it  was  only  a  temporary  weakness  and 
would  pass  off  as  on  other  occasions.  After  prescribing  stimulating 
diuretics  (still  thinking  it  was  temporary  paralysis  of  bladder)  for 
about  a  week,  without  benefit  of  course,  I  made  a  digital  examina- 
tion, when  I  discovered  a  fistula  over  one  inch  in  length,  beginning 
in  the  upper  third  of  the  urethra  and  terminating  in  an  oblique 
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direction  in  the  vesical  trigone  and  in  the  direction  of  the  orifice  of  the 
left  ureter,  the  fissure  being  large  enough  to  admit  the  tips  of  two 
fingers.  Considering  the  fistula  too  extensive  and  in  a  position 
which  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  close  by  other  means  than  an 
operation,  I  explained  to  my  patient  the  nature  of  the  case,  when 
she  immediately  urged  its  performance  as  soon  as  possible. 

"  Upon  the  constant  importunity  of  both  husband  and  patient,  I 
placed  her  on  preparatory  treatment  the  last  of  June,  or  about  six 
weeks  after  the  accident ;  and  on  July  9th,  assisted  by  my  friends 
Drs.  Harrison,  of  Bloom,  and  A.  B.  McCrea,  of  this  place,  I  operated 
in  the  usual  manner,  closing  the  wound  with  four  silver  wire  sutures, 
fastening  the  wire  by  compressing  shot  upon  the  extremities.  This 
operation  was  only  partly  successful,  resulting  in  closing  the 
oblique  portion  of  the  fistula,  but  still  leaving  a  straight  fissure 
about  one  inch  in  length  to  be  closed  by  a  subsequent  operation. 
The  extreme  heat  of  the  season,  and  the  ill- ventilated  apartment  in 
which  my  patient  was  compelled  to  lie,  had  much  to  do  with  the 
failure  of  the  operation.  Copious  perspiration  rendering  the  urine 
concentrated  and  irritating,  frequently  blocking  up  the  catheters 
and  irritating  the  inner  lips  of  the  wound,  although  she  was  using 
diluent  drinks  freely,  and  the  accumulating  of  urine  in  the  bladder 
was  prevented.  Consequently,  finding  a  partial  failure  inevitable, 
on  the  seventh  day  I  removed  the  sutures,  encouraging  my  patient 
to  look  for  more  complete  success  in  a  future  operation. 

"Accordingly,  on  November  24th,  five  months  having  intervened, 
I  operated  the  second  time,  assisted  by  my  friend,  Dr.  A.  B.  Mc  Crea, 
of  this  place,  closing  the  wound  with  the  clamp  suture.  Every- 
thing went  on  well  until  the  sixth  day,  union  being  complete  in  the 
entire  length  of  the  wound,  when,  through  inattention  of  the  nurse, 
the  catheter  became  blocked  up,  unnoticed  for  four  hours!  As  soon 
as  notified  of  the  mishap,  after  endeavoring  to  open  the  obstructed 
tube  (it  had  only  been  in  twelve  hours)  and  finding  it  impossible,  I 
withdrew  it  and  introduced  another,  when  fully  half  a  pint  of  urine 
escaped,  still  not  a  particle  of  leakage  through  the  wound,  but 
sufiScient  had  collected  in  the  bladder  to  cause  its  expansion  suffi- 
ciently to  draw  apart  a  portion  of  the  new  cicatrix  on  its  inner  or 
vesical  surface,  which  finally  resulted  in  a  small  leakage;  however, 
persisting  in  endeavoring  to  overcome  the  results  of  the  accident, 
I  succeeded  in  keeping  the  greater  portion  of  the  fistula  closed, 
there  still  being  a  small  fistulous  opening,  which  I  would  have 
closed  some  time  ago  had  my  patient  not  become  enceinte  in  the 
following  summer — being  delivered  the  1st  of  last  month  of  a  fine 
well-formed  male  child — ^her  confinement  being  characterized  by 
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nothing  of  interest,  except  that  it  caused  no  injury  to  the  closed 
portion  of  the  fistula. 

"  I  hope  to  operate  the  third  time  in  a  few  months,  when  I  have 
no  doubt  of  complete  success  in  closing  the  fistula  which  still 
remains.  The  point  of  the  greatest  interest  in  this  case  is  the 
mode  in  which  this  accident  occurred.  Mrs.  K.  told  me  that  she 
had  experienced  great  difficulty  in  urinating  for  twenty-four  hours 
prior  to  supervention  of  the  uterine  pains,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  her  bladder  had  been  greatly  distended  with  urine,  and  labor 
coming  on  in  that  condition,  had  caused  the  head  to  impinge  upon 
the  distended  organ,  causing  the  bas-fond  to  assume  a  pouch-like 
shape  in  the  vagina  which  the  ignorant  but  perhaps  innocent  mid- 
wife had  mistaken  for  the  '  bag  of  waters,'  and  in  her  efforts  to 
rupture  the  same,  had  actually  lacerated  the  vaginal-mucous  mem- 
brane of  the  vesico-vaginal  septum,  thereby  weakening  it  and  pre- 
disposing to  rupture  at  that  point.  In  no  other  way  can  I  account 
for  the  accident ;  there  was  certainly  no  urine  in  the  bladder  upon 
my  arrival,  and  no  loss  of  substance,  and  certainly  there  had  been 
no  cause  to  produce  sloughing. 

"Case. —  Transverse  Preseiitation  ;* Hemorrhage ;  Pedalic  Ver- 
mn — On  February  19,  1869,  7  P.M.,  I  was  summoned  J;o  attend 
Mrs.  H.,  set  26  years  (distant  four  and  a  half  miles),  in  her  second 
confinement.  Owing  to  bad  state  of  the  roads,  and  no  intimations 
of  haste  with  the  message,  I  did  not  reach  my  patient  until  8.30, 
P.  M.,  when,  to  my  amazement,  I  found  her  apparently  moribund. 
I  immediately  made  an  examination,  and  discovered  a  transverse 
presentation,  the  right  arm  protruding  externally,  and  the  shoulder 
pretty  firmly  impacted  in  the  vagina,  the  patient  flooding  and 
having  flooded  fearfully,  and  in  a  state  bordering  on  syncope,  and 
nearly  pulseless.  The  uterine  contractions  were  feeble.  Upon  in- 
quiry, I  learned  from  the  midwife  (who  had  been  with  her  for  two 
hours  only)  that  she  had  been  flooding  for  three  hours  I  and  that 
the  membranes  had  been  ruptured  since  12  M.,  or  nearly  nine  hours! 
Of  course  but  one  thing  was  to  be  done,  viz:  stimulate,  give  ergot, 
and  deliver.  I  at  once  administered  a  large  dose  of  ergot  and  brandy, 
and  as  there  was  a  constant  oozing  of  blood  from  the  vagina,  I 
as  soon  as  possible  restored  the  arm  and  shoulder  within  the  uterine 
cavity,  an  operation  of  great  difficulty,  and,  of  course,  occupying 
some  minutes.  As  the  pains  were  now  becoming  vigorous,  I  pressed 
my  hand  upward  in  search  of  the  feet,  fortunately  succeeding  in  find- 
ing both  with  but  little  delay ;  turned  and  delivered,  the  placenta 
following  the  child,  the  whole  operation  occupying  perhaps  half  an 
hour.   Although  my  patient  had  taken  fully  three  ounces  of  brandy 
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she  was  now  quite  pulseless ;  a  faint  action  of  the  heart  alone  was 
perceptible,  but  the  flooding  had  entirely  ceased  and  the  uterus 
had  contracted  to  the  proper  size.  I  hoped  by  powerful  stimulation 
to  excite  reaction,  but  all  in  vain — in  less  than  four  hours  after 
delivery,  notwithstanding  the  most  powerful  stimulation,  my  pa- 
tient died,  and  I  am  confident  nothing,  save  perhaps  the  operation 
of  transfusion,  could  have  saved  her. 

"  Case. — Prolapse  of  Funis;  Side  Presentation;  Pedalic  Version, 
— September  17, 1869,  7  P.  M.,  I  was  called  in  great  haste  to  see  Mrs. 
R.,  set.  30  years,  distant  three  miles,  in  her  second  confinement.  I 
reached  her  bedside  8.30  P.  M.,  and  found  her  apparently  verj'  com- 
fortable and  chatting  very  composedly  with  her  nurse,  an  old  lady,  set. 
70  years.  Upon  making  an  examination,  I  discovered  the  funis  pro- 
truding about  three  inches  below  the  vulva  and  pulseless  (the  mem- 
branes having  been  ruptured  since  12  M.,  and  the  child  evidently 
dead  for  some  hours),  I  could  not  reach  the  presenting  point  with  my 
fingers.  As  her  pains  were  rather  weak,  and  the  os  uteri  was  only 
partly  dilated,  I  waited  an  hour  in  hopes  a  strong  pain  would 
develop  the  position  of  the  child  more  clearly,  but  as  the  pains 
still  continued  weak  and  irregular,  I  concluded  nothing  could  be 
gained  by  waiting,  and  accordingly  placing  the  patient  on  her 
knees,  with  her  elbows  resting  on  a  pillow  (a  position  in  which  I 
have  always  succeeded  best  in  turning,  particularly  in  cases  of 
great  difl3Qulty),  and  with  my  left  hand  well  oiled,  I  slowly  and 
with  great  difficulty  introduced  it  within  the  vagina  (my  patient 
had  a  very  narrow  and  deep  pelvis),  when  upon  introducing  my 
two  fingers  within  the  os  uteri,  I  discovered  what  proved  to  be  a 
presentation  of  the  right  side  at  the  superior  strait,  and  the  funis 
embraced  between  the  arm  and  forearm  at  the  bend  of  the  elbow, 
thus  accounting  for  its  pulseless  condition.  As  the  child  had 
evidently  been  dead  for  some  hours,  I  made  no  efl'ort  to  restore  the 
funis  within  the  cavity  of  the  uterus,  but  proceeded  at  once  to  per- 
form pedalic  version.  By  persistent  and  continuous  efl'orts,  the  most 
difficult  I  had  ever  experienced  (of  course  desisting  in  the  presence 
of  uterine  contraction),  I  succeeded  in  passing  my  hand  within  the 
uterine  cavity.  Now  began  the  search  for  the  feet,  my  hand  and 
forearm  suffering  with  every  contraction  of  the  uterus,  which  was 
now  acting  vigorously ;  after  a  few  moments'  search  I  succeeded  in 
finding  both  feet,  and  by  steady  traction  with  my  left,  with  my 
right  hand  applied  over  the  abdominal  tumor,  I  succeeded  finally 
in  causing  the  child  to  rotate  from  its  side  and  gradually  brought 
both  feet  into  and  through  the  superior  strait,  when  all  difficulty 
vanished,  and  in  about  ten  minutes  more  the  breech  was  bom,  and 
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soon  after  the  shoulders  and  head,  the  whole  operation  occupying 
ahout  one  hour  and  a  half.  Some  idea  of  the  difficulty  may  be 
imagined  when  I  say  that  it  required  fully  three-quarters  of  an 
hour  of  persistent,  continuous  effort  (not  forcible)  to  introduce  my 
hand  within  the  uterine  cavity,  at  one  time  my  arm  becoming 
nearly  paralyzed,  and  for  several  days  afterwards  it  was  almost 
useless.  My  patient  had  a  good  uncomplicated  and  rapid  recovery, 
as  favorable  as  could  be  expected  after  an  ordinary  delivery. 

"In  surgery  I  have  had  but  few  cases  the  past  year,  none  of  them 
possessing  more  than  ordinary  interest,  save  perhaps  a  case  of 
hypertrophied  prostate  (middle  lobe)  in  an  old  gentleman,  set.  84 
years,  in  which  by  persistent  treatment  with  the  catheter,  I  suc- 
ceeded in  overcoming  the  obstruction,  which  had  nearly  occluded 
the  meatus  and  caused  complete  paralysis  of  the  bladder.  The 
paralysis  was  treated  with  injections  of  strychnine  and  general 
tonics,  administered  internally,  my  patient  being  now  in  compara- 
tive good  health." 

WM.  H.  BRADLEY, 

Chairman  of  Committee, 
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The  year  just  numbered  with  the  past,  I  am  pleased  to  say,  has 
been  one  marked  with  unusual  interest  to  the  members  of  this 
Society.  The  stated  meetings  have  been  well  attended,  and  matter 
of  much  interest  to  the  profession  discussed.  Good-will  pervades 
the  entire  ranks  of  its  members ;  all  seem  resolved  to  take  a  more 
elevated  stand  for  the  advancement  of  our  time-honored  and  noble 
profession. 

In  discharging  the  duty  assigned  me  as  Sanitary  Committee 
I  must  necessarily  be  brief.  Thus  far  I  have  not  succeeded  in 
getting  any  of  my  medical  brethren  to  furnish  material  for  a 
report.  I  have,  therefore,  concluded  to  write  briefly  some  per- 
sonal observations.  I  may  say  that  the  greater  portion  of  our 
county  continues  to  be  clear  of  the  common  epidemics,  and  a  state 
of  general  good  health  prevails  throughout  the  county,  with  two 
exceptions.  1st.  In  the  borough  of  Mechanicsburg  there  was  con- 
siderable scarlet  fever  and  diphtheria  prevailing  during  the  early 
part  of  the  winter  of  1869-70.  2d.  In  the  borough  of  Carlisle  and 
vicinity  we  have  quite  a  severe  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  which  set 
in  as  early  as  November,  1869,  and  still  continues  to  prevail  to 
some  extent.  Some  features  of  this  disease  I  deem  worthy  of 
notice.  1st.  The  great  diversity  of  type ;  many  cases  having 
been  of  the  most  simple  form,  while  others  were  of  the  most 
malignant  character.  But  the  majority  of  cases  assumed  the  an- 
ginose  form  in  its  various  grades,  many  of  them  of  a  highly  con- 
gestive character,  and  frequently  proving  fatal  in  from  two  to  six 
days.  2d.  The  large  number  of  dropsical  cases  being  a  sequel  to 
the  milder  form  of  the  disease.  As  there  is  no  mortuary  table 
kept  by  the  physicians  of  this  Society,  I  am  unable  to  give  the  cor- 
rect percentage  of  deaths,  except  in  my  own  practice,  which  was 
6^  per  cent. 

As  to  the  contagious  nature  of  scarlet  fever  I  have  some  doubts, 
and  base  my  opinion  on  the  following  facts :  1st.  That  one  mem- 
ber of  a  family  will  be  attacked  with  the  disease  while  others 
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will  escape,  and  that  the  disease  does  prevail  in  one  section  of  the 
town  or  county,  and  subsides,  to  appear  again  in  another  section 
of  the  town  or  county  quite  remote  from  the  first  locality,  without 
any  direct  communication  between  these  districts.  2d.  That  a 
large  proportion  of  children,  compared  with  the  population,  were 
exempt  from  the  disease.  Can  a  disease  so  distinctly  marked,  of 
such  uniform  characteristics,  except  in  type,  be  produced  from  any 
other  than  atmospheric  influence  ? 

The  treatment  I  adopted  in  the  present  epidemic  of  scarlet 
fever  is  the  following ;  keep  the  bedroom  cool  and  well  ventilated, 
sprinkle  the  floor  frequently  with  a  saturated  solution  of  chloride 
of  lime.  First,  I  give  a  mild  laxative,  if  the  bowels  have  not  already 
been  relieved,  of  castor  oil  or  other  mild  aperient.  I  then  pre- 
scribe tonics  and  stimulants  freely,  such  as  sulph.  quiniae,  tinct.  ferri 
chloridi,  and  acidi  sulph.  aromat.  as  the  case  may  suggest ;  chlorate 
of  potassa  as  a  gargle,  and  externally  to  the  throat,  spts.  terebinth. 
In  the  latter  stage  of  the  disease,  when  the  tonsils  are  much  ulce- 
rated, and  the  secretions  become  acrid,  1  use  the  argent,  nitras,  gr. 
XXX  to  f|j  aquae,  as  a  wash,  applied  with  a  camel's  hair  pencil  or 
probang,  as  the  case  may  require. 

My  obstetric  practice  has  been  an  average  one  the  last  year ; 
few  cases  of  more  than  ordinary  interest  occurred.  One  case  I 
deem  worthy  of  notice.  A  lady,  rather  below  the  medium  size, 
aged  about  thirty-eight,  was  taken  in  labor,  this  being  her  ninth 
pregnancy.  On  my  arrival  I  found  the  membranes  ruptured ;  the 
liquor  amnii  passed  ofl*,  and  the  umbilical  cord  prolapsed.  On  fur- 
ther examination  I  found  the  left  hand  and  arm  in  the  vagina,  the 
left  shoulder  completely  filling  up  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  which 
was  somewhat  rigid;  the  uterine  contractions  were  strong,  and 
almost  continuous.  With  the  assistance  of  ether  and  chloroform 
I  succeeded  in  returning  the  hand  and  arm  into  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus,  then  attempted  to  bring  down  the  feet,  in  which  I  failed, 
owing  to  the  violent  contractions  of  the  uterus,  which  rendered  my 
hand  powerless  for  a  time.  By  continuous  and  steady  pressure  on 
the  point  of  the  shoulder  I  succeeded  in  bringing  the  head  down, 
with  the  face  to  the  pubic  arch,  and  the  vertex  to  the  sacrum ;  from 
this  position  I  could  not  change  the  presentation.  With  the  aid  of 
ether,  chloroform,  and  the  forceps  I  proceeded  to  deliver  my  patient 
of  a  dead  child,  which  I  accomplished,  not  however  without  difll- 
culty.  The  patient  made  a  rapid  and  good  recovery.  Another 
case  of  interest  came  under  my  notice  I  received  a  message  five 
o'clock  P.M.  November  15th,  1869,  to  see  Mrs.  R.  in  consultation, 
under  the  care  of  Dr.  Sibbett.    The  history  of  this  case  was,  as 
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narrated  by  Dr.  Sibbett,  substantially  this :  "  I  was  called  to  see 
this  patient  ten  o'clock  P.M.  Nov.  14th,  1869;  primipara,  been  in 
labor  twelve  hours,  the  pain  recurring  at  regular  intervals,  and  in- 
creasing in  force ;  I  made  an  examination  per  vaginam,  fojind  the  os 
gradually  dilating,  and  a  head  presentation ;  narrow  pelvis,  no  de- 
formity, and  the  foetal  head  large.  I  waited  until  the  os  was  fully 
dilated,  the  pains  steadily  increasing  in  violence.  After  four  hours  of 
intense  suffering  and  anxiety  I  found  the  head  had  not  engaged  in 
the  superior  strait ;  I  then  attempted  to  deliver  with  the  long  forceps, 
in  which  I  failed,  then  concluded  the  child  could  not  be  born  alive. 
I  then  adopted  the  next  best  method  in  my  opinion,  viz.,  cranio- 
tomy. I  opened  the  integuments  of  the  head  and  removed  the 
brain,  with  a  portion  of  the  cranial  bones,  in  hope  of  speedily  re- 
lieving my  suffering  patient,  but  failed  in  accomplishing  the  desired 
end.  When  I  requested  a  consultation,  gave  the  patient  a  free  dose 
of  morph.  sulph.,  and  waited  the  arrival  of  counsel."  At  this  stage 
I  saw  the  patient,  made  an  examination,  and  found  the  case  as 
above  stated,  with  the  occiput  in  the  hollow  of  the  sacrum,  and  the 
face  under  the  pubic  arch,  the  shoulders  tightly  packed  in  the 
superior  strait.  Placing  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  ether 
and  chloroform,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Sibbett,  I  introduced  my  left 
hand  into  the  vagina,  and  slipped  it  over  the  face  to  protect  the 
soft  parts  from  the  ragged  edges  of  the  cranial  bones,  then  with 
the  right  hand  introduced  the  blunt  hook  of  my  long  forceps,  and 
forced  it  through  the  integuments  and  the  occipital  bone,  near  the 
occipital  foramen,  on  which  point  I  made  forcible  traction,  and 
with  great  effort  succeeded  in  delivering  the  child.  Profuse 
uterine  hemorrhage  followed  the  birth  of  the  child  and  removal  of 
the  placenta,  which  was  arrested  by  removing  the  coagula  and 
introducing  acetic  acid  into  the  cavity  of  the  womb,  cold  applica- 
tions externally,  and  secale  cornutum  internally ;  the  woman  made 
a  rapid  and  good  recovery. 

In  surgery  I  have  had  a  number  of  cases,  one  of  more  than  ordi- 
nary interest  to  me  on  account  of  its  rare  occurrence,  viz.,  fracture 
of  the  anatomical  neck  of  the  os  humeri.  This  occurred  to  a  man 
aged  about  sixty-eight  years,  of  intemperate  habits.  While  under 
the  influence  of  stimulants  he  fell  off  his  feet  backwards,  striking 
the  curb-stone  with  the  posterior  and  upper  part  of  the  os  humeri, 
and  caused  the  above-named  fracture ;  the  appearances  presented  to 
the  eye  were  those  of  a  luxation  of  the  head  of  the  humerus,  for- 
ward and  upward,  under  the  pectoralis  major.  But  in  carefully 
examining  the  parts,  I  discovered  the  nature  of  the  injury  to  be 
as  stated.    I  reduced  the  fracture,  flexed  the  forearm  across  the 
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chest,  applied  a  triangular  piece  of  muslin  under  the  elbow  and 
forearm,  then  made  some  turns  around  the  chest  and  fastened  it  on 
the  opposite  side ;  afterwards  applied  two  or  three  turns  of  roller 
bandage  to  hold  the  shoulder  and  arms  steady  and  keep  the  frac- 
tured ends  in  proper  position.  The  result  was  a  perfect  bony  union 
in  six  weeks,  the  motion  of  the  joint  not  the  least  impaired. 

Dr.  Wm.  W.  Dale  reports  the  case  of  a  fracture  of  the  middle 
third  of  the  humerus  in  an  old  lady  at  the  advanced  age  of  one 
hundred  years,  who,  arising  early  in  the  morning  to  arouse  a  grand- 
daughter, made  a  false  step,  was  precipitated  down  stairs,  inflicting 
an  incised  wound  upon  her  hand  and  contusions  of  her  body,  to- 
gether with  the  above-named  fracture.  The  fracture  was  reduced, 
treated  in  the  usual  way  by  splints  and  bandages.  The  gratifying 
result  was  a  firm  union  without  deformity,  the  entire  usefulness  of 
her  arm  remaining  unimpaired  for  the  remaining  three  years  of  her 
life. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  P.  ZEIGLER, 
Committee, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


112  BEPOBT    OF   THX 


REPORT  OF  THE  DELAWARE  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIEH. 


During  the  past  year,  the  monthly  meetings  of  this  Society  hav# 
been  well  attended,  and  the  lectures  and  discussions  sustained  with 
increasing  interest.  Of  the  thirty-four  reputable  physicians  of  the 
county,  to  whom  notices  of  meetings  are  sent,  there  are  few  who  have 
not  responded.  Several  worthy  gentlemen,  either  skeptical  of  any 
advantage  from  such  association,  or  from  personal  bias,  or  from 
positive  indifference,  continue  heedless  of  the  monthly  notice  regu- 
larly served  upon  them,  holding  themselves  aloof  from  an  organiza- 
tion by  union  with  which  they  might  both  give  and  receive  much 
benefit.  We  earnestly  hope  that  by  continuance  of  the  present  sys- 
tematic, instructive,  and  agreeable  meetings  of  those  regularly 
enrolled,  another  year  will  witness  the  entire  profession  of  this 
county  as  active  members  of  its  medical  society. 

Dr.  J.  M.  Allen  reports  from  Chester  City  as  follows: — 

''  Nothing  of  material  interest  has  occurred  in  this  locality  during 
the  past  year. 

"The  diseases  most  prevalent  have  been  scarlatina  maligna, 
rubeola,  diphtheria,  pertussis,  and  intermittent  fever. 

"Owing  to  the  mildness  of  the  winter,  most  of  the  diseases  occur- 
ring during  that  period  have  assumed  an  intermittent  form. 

"The  cases  of  scarlatina  and  diphtheria  tvere  unusually  severe, 
and  many  deaths  ensued. 

"  Typhoid  fever  has  not  prevailed  to  any  great  extent. 

"  Some  few  cases  of  acute  rheumatism  have  presented  themselves, 
but  yielded  readily  to  treatment ;  in  some,  this  disease  assumed  an 
intermittent  form. 

"  Diseases  of  the  bowels,  and  catarrhal  affections  have  not  occurred 
to  any  extent,  and  in  their  mode  of  treatment  presented  nothing  of 
interest. 

"  In  this  section,  the  use  of  the  lancef,  drastic  cathartics,  powerful 
diaphoretics,  and,  in  fact,  the  whole  of  what  was  once  styled  the 
'heroic  treatment'  of  diseaseh  as  given  place  to  a  much  more,  to 
say  the  least,  sensible  and  successful  method,  viz :  rest,  good  nurs- 
ing, attention  to  diet,  tonics,  and  stimulants ;  the  '  expectant  treat- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DELAWARE    OOUNTT    MEDICAL   SOCIETY.  113 

ment,'  to  give  its  true  title — by  which  our  success  will  compare  quite 
favorably  with  the  old  method  of  treatment.*' 

Dr.  J.  L.  Forwood  reports  the  following  interesting  surgical 
cases : — 

"  J.  L.,  set.  65  years,  received  a  gunshot  wound  at  the  battle  of 
Gettysburg,  July  2,  1863;  while  in  a  kneeling  position  a  Minie 
ball  struck  his  canteen,  and  glancing  inwards  and  upwards,  entered 
the  abdomen  in  the  region  of  the  pubes. 

^^  He  was  taken  to  the  hospital,  all  efforts  to  extract  the  ball 
proved  unsuccessful,  and  eighteen  months  after  the  injury  he  was 
discharged  from  the  service. 

"  Upon  his  return  home  he  resumed  his  usual  avocatiori,  but  con- 
tinually suffering  from  extreme  irritation  of  the  bladder,  accom- 
panied with  micturition  and  violent  efforts  at  straining."  This  last 
sj^mptom  became  at  last  so  severe  as  to  produce  strangulated 
femoral  hernia,  and  Dr.  F.  being  applied  to  for  its  reduction, 
operated  February  16,  1866 ;  the  patient  recovered  from  the  opera- 
tion, but  the  irritation  of  the  bladder  not  being  alleviated,  a  sound 
was  introduced,  disclosing  the  presence  of  a  calculus. 

April  12, 1866,  the  operation  of  lithotomy  was  performed  by  Dr. 
F.,  the  calculus  was  removed,  its  weight  was  one  and  a  half  ounces, 
the  nucleus  being  the  Minie  ball. 

The  patient  recovered  perfectly. 

"  T.  M.,  eet.  49,  private  of  the  1 98th  regiment  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers, while  on  duty  with  his  regiment  during  an  engagement  with 
the  enemy  (March  31, 1865),  and  in  a  sitting  position,  received  a 
gunshot  wound,  the  ball  passing  along  the  leg,  inflicting  a  slight 
wound,  and  finally  entering  the  abdomen  at  the  median  line,  a 
short  distance  above  the  pubis.  He  was  taken  to  General  Hospital, 
first  at  City  Point,  Va.,  and  thence  to  Lincoln  Hospital,  Washing- 
ton, D.  C. 

"  All  efforts  to  find  the  ball  were  unsuccessful,  and  he  was  dis- 
charged from  the  service  June  9,  1865. 

"  He  resumed  his  usual  avocation,  that  of  a  waterman,  and  ex- 
perienced no  inconvenience  from  the  injury  until  Februar^^  1869; 
from  that  period  until  the  date  of  the  operation  for  his  relief,  he 
suffered  from  constant  micturition  and  considerable  pain,  the  urine 
being  mixed  with  more  or  less  blood." 

Dr.  Forwood  performed  the  operation  of  lithotomy  April  9, 1870, 
and  removed  the  Minnie  ball,  which  had  entered  the  bladder  March 
31,  1865.  The  ball  weighed  one  and  a  quarter  ounces,  and  was 
entirely  clean  except  a  very  small  phosphatic  deposit  on  one  side. 

The  patient  entirely  recovered. 
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Dr.  C.  L.  Hey  sham  reports  from  the  upper  part  of  the  county: — 
"  Last  summer  we  had  but  little  dysentery  and  that  of  a  mild 
character.  We  have  had  epidemics  of  scarlet  fever,  measles,  whoop- 
ing-cough, and  mumps.  In  some  sections  scarlet  fever  was  very 
fatal.  A  great  deal  of  influenza  prevailed,  and  also  hepatic  disor- 
ders to  an  extraordinary  degree.  I  have  had  more  jaundice  this 
year  than  in  the  whole  of  my  practice  for  twenty  years  previous. 
Most  of  it  was  functional  derangement  rather  than  organic  dis- 
ease. I  have  had  occasion  to  use  the  forceps  in  obstetrical  practice 
more  frequently  than  formerly,  and  I  believe  the  necessity  for  their 
employment  is  increasing.  I  use  ergot  less  frequently  than  for- 
merly, and  am  better  satisfied  with  its  results.  A  resort  to  stimu- 
lants seems  to  be  more  generally  required,  and  increases  as  needed 
recourse  to  the  lancet  diminishes." 

The  following  interesting  cases  are  presented  by  Dr.  C.  C.  V. 
Crawford : — 

"Case  T.  Ascaris  Lumbricoides ;  392  passed  in  two  alvine  evacua- 
tions^ from  a  child  seven  years  old — Lizzie  B.,  aged  seven  years; 
nervo-sanguine  temperament;  fair  physical  development  and  of 
rather  full  habit ;  general  health,  up  to  within  a  short  period  prior 
to  this  attack,  good. 

"  I  was  urgently  summoned  early  on  the  morning  of  November 
7, 1869,  as  the  child  had  been  very  ill  since  midnight.  I  responded 
immediately;  found  the  patient  in  the  semi-recumbent  posture; 
body  flexed  upon  the  extremities ;  arms  drawn  closely  to  the  body  ; 
•hands  applied  firmly  to  the  epigastrium,  and  face  distorted  with 
pain,  spasmodic  in  character.  Upon  inquiry,  I  found  that  Lizzie 
had  been  unwell  for  several  days,  and  about  midhight  was  seized 
with  what  her  parents  supposed  to  be  'cramp  colic'  They  ad- 
ministered ess.  menthfle  pip.,  sp.  camph.,  tr.  op.  camph.,  etc.,  at 
intervals,  but  with  only  transient  relief.  Mustard  cataplasms  also 
were  applied  without  at  all  mitigating  the  severity  of  the  jpain. 
Pulse  92  per  minute;  considerable  general  nervous  excitement; 
face  alternately  flushing  and  paling,  and  when  not  flushed,  ex- 
hibiting a  peculiar  pufiy  or  (Edematous  appearance ;  severe  'head- 
ache; eyes  suffused,  and  marked  congestion  of  the  superficial 
vessels  from  violent,  repeated,  ineffectual  attempts  to  vomit.  Heat 
of  skin  not  very  materially  increased ;  tongue  heavily  coated ; 
breath  foul  and  offensive.  For  four  or  five  months  preceding  this 
attack,  the  child's  appetite  had  been  variable,  sometimes  voracious, 
at  others  almost  entirely  wanting.    Had  complained  occasionally 
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during  the  entire  summer  and  fall  of  feeling  unwell,  with  infrequent 
attacks  of  abdominal  pain,  followed  for  two  or  three  dajs  by  a 
condition  of  general  malais^,  and  then  apparent  restoration  to 
ordinary  health.  A  careful  physical  examination  revealed  a  some- 
what tumid  belly,  with  but  little,  if  any,  undue  sensitiveness; 
bowels  constipated,  and  represented  by  the  mother  to  have  been 
irregular  in  their  action  for  a  considerable  time;  constipation, 
which  was  general,  being  followed  by  excessive  and  sometimes 
painful  discharges  of  a  slimy  and  unhealthy  character ;  temporary 
tenesmus,  but  no  anal  itching  or  uneasiness  in  the  absence  of  the 
evacuations.  By  exclusion,  I  diagnosed  an  aggravated  verminose 
affection.  I  found  upon  inquiry,  that  the  girl  had  several  times 
through  the  summer  passed  what  she  supposed  to  be  a  worm.  She 
claimed  to  have  given  the  child  every  vermifuge  she  could  hear  of, 
but  the  expected  result  not  following,  she  wholly  discredited  the 
idea  of  their  presence.  Somewhat  shaken,  but  not  satisfied  with 
this  disclosure,  I  administered  ext.  ipecac,  fld.  f  388,  properly  diluted, 
with  the  view  of  relieving  the  stomach  of  its  source  of  irritation. 
Free  emesis  soon  followed,  and  five  large  lumbricoides  satisfied  me 
of  the 'correctness  of  my  diagnosis.  I  immediately  put  the  child 
upon  the  use  of  a  combination  of  ol.  fil.  mas.,  ol.  terebinth.,  vin. 
aloes,  and  ext.  rhei  fld. 

"From  11  o'clock  Nov.  Tth  to  8  A.  M.  Nov.  8th,  five  doses  were 
taken.  The  first  alvine  evacuation  occurred  about  8  o'clock  P.  M. 
Nov.  Uh,  bringing  away  upwards  of  one  hundred  lumbricoides.  At 
6  A.  M.  Nov.  8th,  the  second  movement  occurred,  accompanied  with 
considerable  griping  pain  and  uneasiness,  and  the  balance  of  the 
mass  shown ;  subsequent  evacuations  showed  no  lumbricoides, 
although  the  medicine  was  continued  twenty-four  hours  in  reduced 
doses.  With  the  evacuation  of  the  lumbricoides,  the  symptoms 
rapidly  abated.  A  tonic  combination  was  ordered,  her  diet  carefully 
mapped  out,  and  to-day  she  is  apparently  enjoying  perfect  health. 
During  the  subsequent  month,  she  took  every  fourteen  to  twenty. 
days,  small  doses  of  the  above  combination  for  forty-eight  hours, 
but,  with  one  exception,  no  lumbricoides  have  been  detected.  The 
^  ol.  fil.  mas.'  when  properly  administered,  has  in  my  hands  been 
so  uniformly  successful,  as  to  lead  me  to  the  belief  that  its  virtues 
and  its  powers  are  not  sufficiently  well  known  or  esteemed  by  the 
profession  generally.  I  have  rejected  all  the  other  preparations  of 
filix  mas.,  and  prefer  the  oil  because  of  its  small  dose  and  greater 
efficiency. 

"  This  native  plant  (common  as  it  is)  is  in  my  estimation  the  equal 
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of  the  boasted  Abyssinian  plant  'Kousso,'  and  I  trust  carefully 
and  conscientiously  carried  out  experiments  will  be  made,  looking 
to  a  wider  and  more  accurate  acquaintance  with  the  medicinal 
power  of  this  plant." 

"Case  II.  Tracheotomy About  6  o'clock  P.M.  June  13, 1868, 1 

was  hurriedly  summoned  to  attend  Emma  D.,  a  little  girl  about  five 
or  six  years  of  age.  Upon  my  arrival  the  mother,  pale  and  excited, 
holding  the  child  in  her  arms,  gave  me  the  following  account : — 

"  Little  Emma,  and  a  number  of  children  about  her  own  age,  had 
been  playing  together  during  the  afternoon,  and  about  five  P.  M. 
she  came  running  to  her  mother,  displaying  a  red  grain  of  corn, 
and  admiring  its  peculiar  color.  Her  mother,  looking  at  the  grain 
a  moment,  bade  her  go  and  play,  but  warned  her  not  to  put  the 
corn  in  her  mouth.  With  childish  perversity,  she  threw  the  grain 
into  her  mouth  as  she  ran ;  it  was  immediately  inhaled,  and  in- 
stantly she  was  seized  with  a  sufibcative  spasm.  The  mother  being 
quickly  summoned,  carried  her  into  the  house,  and  for  a  Ibw 
moments  thought  she  was  dead.  Between  the  receipt  of  the  injury 
and  my  arrival  (probably  about  one  hour),  three  of  these  spasms, 
severe  in  their  character,  occurred.  Between  the  spasms,  however, 
a  very  fair  share  of  physical  comfort  was  enjoyed.  The  little 
patient  presented  a  face  somewhat  congested,  eyes  suffused,  red, 
and  slightly  swollen;  the  heart  was  palpably  impressed,  and  the 
pulse  considerably  increased,  and  a  general  expression  of  fear  and 
uneasiness  pervaded  the  face.  The  child  complained  of  pain  in  the 
right  chest,  and  careful  auscultation  revealed  the  existence  of  some 
obstruction,  a  very  much  less  quantity  of  air  entering  the  right 
lung  than  the  left.  Strong  inhalation  and  exhalation  revealed  the 
presence  of  a  movable  body  in  the  right  bronchial  tube.  Every 
attempt  of  this  kind  induced  severe  suffocation,  greatly  endangering 
the  child's  life.  Although  no  reasonable  doubt  could  exist,  the 
parents  of  the  little  one  positively  refused  to  permit  any  surgical 
operation  looking  to  the  removal  of  the  offending  cause  that 
momentarily  jeopardized  the  child's  life.  A  combination  of  pulv. 
ipecac,  et  opii,  pulv.  digital,  was  prescribed,  and  proper  directions 
as  to  the  position,  etc.,  given. 

^'  Early  the  following  morning  I  visited  the  patient ;  found  she 
had  passed  a  pretty  comfortable  night ;  and  had  slept  considerably 
(with  the  shoulders  somewhat  elevated).  The  spasms  had  been  in- 
frequent, and  generally  induced  by  a  quick  inhalation  or  a  hurried 
effort  to  drink.  Pulse  reduced  in  frequency.  Auscultation  revealed 
but  little,  if  any,  change  in  the  lung,  and  pain  and  uneasiness  were 
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still  complained  of.  Matters  continued  thus  for  several  days,  the 
disposition  to  cough,  so  persistent  and  painful  at  the  outset,  being 
admirably  controlled  by  the  combination  referred  to.  About  the 
sixth  day,  a  general  aggravation  of  symptoms  became  apparent. 
The  respiration  of  the  left  or  healthy  lung  was  markedly  puerile, 
the  right  feeble  and  very  imperfect.  Increased  expansion  of  the 
chest  was  very  apparent;  percussion  revealed  extensive  dulness 
over  nearly  the  entire  lung ;  cough  increased ;  fever  marked;  tongue 
coated ;  and  the  appetite,  which  until  now  had  been  good,  failed. 
These  inflammatory  symptoms  were  promptly  combated,  but  for  a 
time  seemed  to  resist  all  treatment,  though  they  were  finally  sub- 
dued, and  to  tr.  verat.  virid.  (Norwood's),  pushed  with  due  caution, 
and  yet  without,  undue  fear,  the  largest  share  of  credit  belongs. 
At  my  invitation,  Drs.  Cardeza,  of  Delaware,  and  Emanuel,  Jr.,  of 
Delaware  County,  Pa.,  saw  the  case  with  me,  and  subsequently  Dr. 
Emanuel,  Sr.,  and  several  other  medical  friends,  not  one  of  whom 
had  ever  before  seen  a  similar  case.  After  careful  and  repeated 
examination,  all  agreed  that  tracheotomy  offered  the  only  means  of 
probable  escape  from  almost  certain  death.  The  father,  with  great 
reluctance,  yielded,  but  the  mother  persistently  refused,  and  I 
would  permit  nothing  to  be  done  surgically  without  her  assent. 
This  was  withheld  until  the  eleventh  day  after  the  accident,  and 
was  then  given  onlj'  because  of  the  urgent  symptoms  and  frequent 
suffocative  spasms  that  constantly  threatened  death  in  one  of  its 
most  painful  forms.  After  a  second  consultation  with  Drs.  Cardeza 
and  Emanuel,  Sr.,  all  agreeing  that  death  was  certain  without  an 
operation ;  that  tracheotomy,  whilst  it  offered  but  slender  hope  at 
this  late  period,  in  view  of  the  serious  results  of  inflammation,  yet 
presented  a  po^ibility,  if  not  a  very  strong  probability,  of  relief, 
and  in  any  event  would  relieve  the  little  sufferer  of  the  distressing 
cough  and  frequent  attacks  of  suffocation.  A  full  and  open  state- 
ment of  our  views,  and  of  the  dangers  to  be  apprehended,  was  made 
to  the  parents,  and  at  their  now  urgent  request  an  operation  was 
determined  upon.  At  3  P.  M.  June  24th,  I  operated.  Dr.  Cardeza 
skilfully  administered  the  anaesthetic  (ffither.  sulph.  lot.,  2  pts., 
chloroform,  1  pt.),  and  Dr.  Emanuel,  Sr.,  rendering  such  assistance 
as  was  needful.  Although  a  short,  thick  neck  presented  the  usual 
obstacles,  the  operation  was  quickly  performed,  without  a  single 
untoward  accident  happening.  As  soon  as  the  trachea  was  opened, 
atr  entered  the  aperture  freely,  and  we  all  earnestly  hoped  that  our 
little  patient  would  recover.  The  pulse,  which  had  fallen  materially 
under  the  secondary  effects  of  the  anaesthetic,  rose  in  frequency  and 
increased  in  fulness,  and  inspired  renewed  hope ;  but  in  a  short 

SIXTH  SERIES. — PART  I.  9 


Digitized  by 


Google 


118  EKPOET   or   THE  BELAWAEE   CO.  MED.  SOCIETY. 

time,  the  pnlse  fell  rapidlj,  and  despite  mil  our  united  efforts,  the 
child  died  qaietly  and  peacefully,  without  a  stroggle. 

^  On  the  following  daj,  I  made  a  post-mortem  examination ;  the 
father,  grandfather,  and  sereral  others  being  present  during  the 
entire  investigation.  The  right  lung  was  fonnd  to  be  greatly  in- 
flamed ;  hepatization  was  extensive,  and  practically  the  long  was 
useless  for  the  porpose  of  aeration.  The  offending  grain  of  com 
was  found  in  the  right  bronchial  tnbe,  considerably  swollen  from 
the  imbibition  of  moistore,  and  almost  entirely  impacting  the  tube; 
indications  of  inflammatory  action  were  very  palpable  in  the  right 
lung  also.  The  specimen  exhibited  shows  the  grain  as  it  was  found, 
great  care  having  been  taken  not  to  disturb  the  relative  relation. 

^  In  this  connection,  I  desire  to  say  a  word  in  addition  to  the 
many  that  have  already  been  said  in  favor  of  *  verat  virid.'  In  my 
hands,  combined  with  diaphoretics,  etc.,  it  has  rarely  disappointed 
my  expectations  in  lung  affections  of  an  inflammatory  type.  Pro- 
perly and  promptly  employed,  I  believe  the  necessity  for  blood- 
letting can  rarely  present  itself  In  my  estimation,  it  is  a  tower  of 
strength,  a  helper  that  will  seldom  fail  to  enable  us  to  overcome  the 
insidious  and  wily  foe,  that  presents  his  odious  front  so  frequently 
and  in  so  many  various  forms." 
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We  understand  it  to  be  the  object  of  a  sanitary  report  to  put  on 
record  the  pathological  facts  worthy  of  notice  in  each  county  of 
the  State  in  such  form  as  to  be  useful  to  a  compiler  of  statistics, 
or  any  one  desiring  to  generalize  local  cases. 

The  burials  in  our  cemeteries  amount  to  three  hundred  and  sixty. 
If  to  this  number  be  added  eighty  for  persons  interred  in  other 
places,  we  have  four  hundred  and  forty  deaths  for  a  population  of 
thirty  thousand,  or  about  forty  in  excess  of  the  year  1868,  and 
one  for  each  sixty-eight  of  the  population.  Of  these,  fourteen  per 
centum  were  phthisis  pulmonalis,  four  and  one-half  per  centum 
were  accidental,  and  four  per  centum  stillborn.  The  remaining 
seventy-seven  and  one-half  per  centum  were  divided  between 
typhoid  and  remittent  fevers,  inflammatory  attacks  with  glandular 
complications,  and  chronic  debilitating  ailments,  in  such  usual  pro- 
portions as  to  make  it  un advisable  to  lengthen  a  report  by  their 
mentioning.  In  this  connection  we  would  record  the  decease, 
within  twenty-five  (?)  years  last  past,  of  two-fifths  of  all  the  physi- 
cians who  have  been  united  with  our  Society. 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  with  protracted  chill  ending  in  death, 
or  partial  reaction  with  intense  pain  in  the  head  and  neck,  largely 
dilated  pupils,  petechiae  and  wide  purple  spots,  creamy  coated 
tongue,  and  prominent  lingual  papillae,  invaded  a  district  in  the 
southwestern  section  of  the  county.  The  attacks  were  sudden, 
and  generally  between  midnight  and  five  o'clock  A.M.  Aching 
pains  resembling  rheumatism  occurred  in  some  cases.  In  those 
that  recovered,  the  purple  spots  ulcerated.  Convalescence  was 
slow.    There  were  no  relapses. 

Hot  brandy-punch,  with  sulphate  of  quinine,  bromide  of  potassium 
forty  grains  in  twenty-four  hours,  sinapisms  over  much  of  the  sur- 
face, and  tincture  of  chloride  of  iron  freely,  were  tried  with  dili- 
gence, but  not  with  results  that  could  be  favorably  reported  on. 

This  terrible  afiliction  seized  on  one  family  in  the  city  of  Erie. 
Of  seven  children,  five  fell  victims.  There  was  no  reaction  in  these 
cases.    We  suggest  whether  in  such  cases  a  solution  of  arsenic. 
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from  its  known  power  of  endangic  stimalation,  would  not  be  likely 
to  rouse  up  the  capillary  system,  and  relieve  the  destructive  en- 
gorgement of  the  spinal  marrow  and  the  base  of  the  brain.  It 
would  require  to  be  given  in  heroic  doses.  It  was  not  ventured  on 
in  our  cases. 

We  report  the  death  of  Dr.  I.  Humphreys.  He  was  an  upright 
and  benevolent  man,  one  of  those  who  fill  well  the  difficult  and 
laborious  place  of  the  untiring,  useful  country  doctor,  a  class  less 
appreciated  and  less  esteemed  than  they  deserve.  He  died  a  martyr 
to  his  profession.  Exposure  and  loss  of  rest  brought  on  diabetes 
mellitus.  He  lived  esteemed  by  his  fellow-men,  and  yet  lives  in  the 
hearts  of  his  fellow-practitioners. 

WM.  M.  WALLACE, 
Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
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The  only  epidemic  diseases  appearing  in  Brownsville  and  vicinity, 
daring  the  last  six  months  of  the  year  1869,  were  scarlatina  and 
rubeola.  The  scarlatina  was  generally  very  mild;  the  rubeola  pre- 
sented no  peculiarities.  The  following  cases  combining  these  two 
diseases  came  under  my  observation: — 

Three  children,  aged  respectively  7  years,  5  years,  and  3  years, 
members  of  the  same  family,  all  had  scarlatina  about  the  same 
time.  Three  or  four  days  after  the  disappearance  of  the  eruption 
peculiar  to  this  disease,  the  eruption  of  rubeola  appeared,  accom- 
panied by  the  usual  catarrhal  and  bronchitic  symptoms.  The  erup- 
tion on  the  oldest  of  these  children  was  not  fully  developed,  it 
bearing  some  resemblance  to  the  maculae  of  typhus.  This  patient, 
despite  stimulating  and  supporting  treatment,  died  f^om  asthenia. 
The  eruption  in  the  other  two  presented  its  ordinary  appearance. 
The  elder  one  of  these  died  of  capillary  bronchitis  on  the  third  day 
after  the  disappearance  of  rubeola.    The  youngest  child  recovered. 

My  friend  Dr.  W.  S.  Duncan  has  kindly  furnished  me  with  the 
following : — 

"During  the  months  of  August,  September,  and  October  an  epi- 
demic of  scarlatina  simplex  prevailed  in  Brownsville ;  the  type  of 
the  disease  was  very  mild,  none  of  the  patients  requiring  little 
more  than  appropriate  hygienic  management.  One  peculiarity  of 
this  epidemic  was  its  proneness  to  attack  those  who  had  had  the  dis- 
ease previously.  While  the  epidemic  prevailed  there  was  also  an 
epidemic  pharyngitis  which  affected  a  greater  number  of  individuals 
than  the  proper  scarlet  fever.  This  affection  usually  began  with  a 
feeling  of  lassitude  followed  by  chilliness,  and,  in  many  instances, 
by  well-marked  rigor,  on  the  cessation  of  which  came  febrile  symp- 
toms, hot  dry  surface,  full,  strong,  and  frequent  pulse,  and  slightly- 
furred  tongue.  Usually  the  soreness  of  the  throat  would  be  felt 
immediately  after  and  during  the  chill.  The  febrile  symptoms 
continued  about  three  days,  after  which  there  was  a  feeling  of  stiff- 
ness in  the  limbs,  a  general  sense  of  debility,  and  a  weak  pulse. 
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At  the  outset  the  throat  and  fauces  presented  a  dark  mottled 
appearance  as  though  there  were  passive  congestion  of  the  mucous 
membrane;  about  the  second  day  the  tonsils  became  swollen,  and 
in  a  few  cases  I  observed  small  white  patches  which  could  be 
removed  by  touching  them  lightly  with  a  camel-hair  brush,  leaving 
the  surface  beneath  about  the  same  color  as  the  surrounding  parts. 
In  quite  a  number  of  cases  the  most  annoying  symptom  at  this 
period  was  a  free  secretit)n  of  tenacious  mucus  in  the  fauces,  which 
caused  great  distress  and  anxiety  to  the  patient.  In  no  case  did  I 
discern  any  ulceration ;  in  two  or  three  cases  there  was  swelling 
and  tumefaction  of  the  submaxillary  glands,  and  in  all  cases  where 
this  occurred  the  swelling  continued  after  the  other  symptoms  had 
disappeared,  gradually  subsiding  in  ten  or  twelve  days  afterwards. 
A  number  of  cases  were  followed  by  relaxation  of  the  soft  palate 
and  consequent  elongation  of  the  uvula,  and  mild  subacute  pharyn- 
gitis, from  which  condition  the  patient  would  be  three  or  four 
weeks  recovering.  The  ordinary  duration  of  the  disease  was  seven 
or  eight  days. 

"  I  saw  probably  a  hundred  or  more  cases  answering  more  or  less 
nearly  to  the  above  description,  many  of  these  occurring  in  fami- 
lies where  one  or  two  of  the  younger  members  had  well-marked 
scarlatina.  Adults  were  as  liable  to  the  disease  as  children.  I 
examined  the  urine  of  eighteen  or  twenty  of  these  patients,  and  in 
every  instance  found  that  it  contained  albumen.  This  condition, 
which  is  so  constant  in  scarlet  fever,  taken  in  connection  with  the 
general  symptoms,  which  also  closely  resemble  those  of  this  disease 
(which,  as  above  mentioned,  was  prevailing  at  the  time),  led  me  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  disease  was  owing  to  the  influence  of  the 
scarlatina  poison,  in  fact  that  it  was  scarlet  fever  without  rash. 
The  fact  of  its  affecting  only  those  who  had  previously  had  the 
disease  in  its  ordinary  form — and  I  do  not  remember  a.  single  in- 
stance of  its  occurring  in  an  individual  who  had  not  had  at  some 
former  time  scarlet  fever — may  have  something  to  do  with  this 
peculiar  modification  of  the  disease ;  yet  it  is  not  usual  to  see  so 
large  a  number  of  persons  have  scarlatina  a  second  time.  This 
view  of  the  character  of  the  disease  was  strengthened  by  the  fact 
that  four  of  the  patients,  after  having  apparently  recovered,  had 
general  dropsical  effusion.  In  one  of  these,  a  married  woman,  aged 
34  years,  the  swelling  was  quite  extensive,  there  being  general 
anasarca  and  fluid  in  the  thorax  and  abdominal  cavities ;  the  urine 
was  highly  albuminous,  and  when  placed  under  the  microscope, 
showed  numerous  casts  of  the  tubuli  uriniferi  and  some  fat  cells, 
making  it  an  acute  case  of  Bright's  disease.    She  fully  recovered 
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in  eight  weeks,  the  principal  treatment  being  four  grain  doses  of 
citrate  of  iron  and  quinine  three  times  a  day;  she  took  also  most 
of  the  time  salts  of  potash,  sometimes  acetate,  at  other  times 
bicarbonate,  and  when  a  cathartic  was  necessary,  the  bitartrate. 

"Most  of  the  patients,  during  this  epidemic,  required  but  little 
medication;  a  common  prescription  was  a  saturated  solution  of 
chlorate  of  potash ;  tablespoonful  every  three  hours  for  an  adult, 
and  to  use  every  two  or  three  hours  a  gargle  of  one  drachm  of 
tannin  to  a  pint  of  water.  In  some  cases  I  prescribed  the  internal 
use  of  the  bisulphite  of  soda,  in  others  carbolic  acid,  both  inter- 
nally and  as  a  gargle,  though  I  did  not  see  any  peculiar  or  un- 
usually beneficial  effects  from  the  use  of  either  of  these  articles. 

"The  most  persistent  epidemic  we  have  had  in  this  part  of  the 
country  is  one  which  is  still  racing  violently.  It  is  an  epidemic  of 
medical  quackery.  In  Brownsville,  there  were,  during  the  summer, 
eleven  individuals  engaged  in  the  practice  of  medicine,  only  four  of 
whom  are  eligible  to  membership  in  a  county  society.  As  an  illus- 
tration of  their  competency  I  will  cite  a  case  or  two.  A  few  months 
since  I  was  requested  to  visit  a  lady  supposed  to  be  in  a  dying 
condition.  The  history  obtained  was  as  follows:  Fourteen  days 
previously  having  attained  a  full  period  of  utero-gestation,  after  a 
number  of  slight  pains  and  a  little  nausea,  active  labor  began,  and 
her  medical  adviser  was  summoned.  After  the  lapse  of  several 
hours  of  continued  labor  without  delivery,  another  of  these  men  was 
called  in,  the  two  remaining  with  her  the  greater  part  of  the  time 
until  the  third  night  after  the  beginning  of  the  labor.  During  all 
this  time  she  was  not  for  a  single  moment  free  from  pain,  the  labor 
being  active,  and  the  expulsive  efforts  causing  the  most  intense 
and  excruciating  agony.  During  this  time  she  was  placed  in  all 
imaginable  postures — on  her  back,  then  on  one  side,  then  on  the 
other,  compelled  to  walk  rapidly  about  the  apartment,  then  to 
remain  several  minutes  in  a  stooping  or  'squatting'  position,  then 
on  her  knees,  then  down  on  the  floor  upon  her  knees  and  elbows, 
etc.  Thus  the  'performance  went  on'  through  three  %eary  days 
and  nights  of  suffering  and  anxiety,  when  another  of  these  fellows 
was  summoned,  and  some  time  during  the  night,  when  well  nigh 
exhausted,  when  worn-out  nature  was  just  ready  to  succumb  to 
ignorance,  she  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child.  During  these  three 
days  of  anguish  she  heard  the  doctors  say  frequently :  '  The  mouth 
of  the  womb  is  well  open.*  At  last  she  fondly  hoped  that  her 
sufferings  were  ended,  but  the  worst  was  not  yet.  Next  day  she 
had  diflSculty  in  urinating,  the  following  day  she  was  feverish,  with 
pain  in  the  lower  part  of  the  abdomen,  and  a  distressing  sense  of 
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fulness  and  ^bearing  down;'  on  the  third  day  the  abdomen  was 
swollen,  and  she  was  told  she  had  inflammation  of  the  womb.  Day 
by  day  the  distension  of  the  abdomen  increased,  and  so  increased 
her  sufferings ;  on  the  eighth  or  ninth  day  her  friends  were  informed 
that  she  could  only  survive  a  day  or  two,  that  her  uterus  was  terri- 
bly inflamed,  the  swelling  in  the  abdoipen  being  caused  by  a  col- 
lection of  blood  and  corruption  in  the  womb,  and  that  there  was  no 
way  to  get  it  out,  consequently  her  fate  was  sealed.  She  had 
taken  medicine  until  the  st<tknach  would  retain  it  no  longer.  A 
blister  a  foot  square  had  been  applied  over  the  offending  swelling 
in  the  abdomen,  the  skin  removed,  and  a  mercurial  plaster  put  on; 
she  was  salivated.  Thus  I  found  her  eleven  days  after  delivery. 
She  said  her  sufferings  at  this  time  were  more  intense  if  possible 
than  before  the  birth  of  her  child.  After  being  in  the  room  a  few 
minutes,  I  introduced  a  catheter  into  the  bladder,  and  drew  off 
nearly  seven  pints  of  fetid  urine  I  To  her  utter  astonishment  the 
swelling  was  gone  from  her  bowels,  and  the  exquisite  suffering 
ceased.    She  was  now  on  the  way  to  health. 

"Another  one  of  these  so-called  doctors  was  summoned  to  see  a 
lady  who  had  received  a  blow  on  the  arm.  He  diagnosed  fracture  of 
the  humerus  and  put  on  splints^  Four  days  after  I  found  her  with 
a  painful  and  swollen  hand  and  forearm,  caused  by  the  tightness  of 
the  bandage ;  the  dressing  was  carefully  removed,  but  she  had  no 
fracture.     Next  day  I  saw  her  washing  dishes." 

Meteobolooioal  Observations  mads  at  Bbownsville,  Pa. 

July, 

No.  of  days  on  which  it  rained   .    10        Max.  of  barometer  29.25  in.  on  31st. 
Max.  of  thermometer  920  on  15th.  Min.  *<         '*  28.75  in.  on  20tb. 

Min.  "  "        570  on  22d  &  30tb.        Mean  temperature  of  month  78. 650. 

August 

No.  of  days  Sk  which  it  rained    .      6        Max.  of  barometer  29.87  in.  on  5th. 
Max.  of  ther.  920  on  1 4th,  20th,  &  28th.        Min.   <<  «         28.71  in  on  4th. 

Min.  of  thermometer  51o  on  8th.  Mean  temperatnre  of  month  73. 1^. 


September. 

5        Max. 

th.  Min. 

Min."    **      40O  on  28th  and  29th.  Mean  temperatnre  of  month  65.520. 


No.  of  days  on  which  it  rained   .      5        Max.  of  barometer  29.25  on  2d  &  19th. 
Max.  of  ther.  870  on  18th  and  19th.  Min.   "         "         28.5  on  8th  &  28th. 
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October. 
No.  of  days  on  which  it  rained    .      9        Max.  of  barometer  29.3  in.  on  25th. 
Max.  of  thermometer  760  on  Ist.  Min.   '<        "     28.5  in.  on  23d  k  28th. 

Min.   "  "  250on26th.  Mean  temperature  of  month  47.040. 

November, 

No.  of  days  on  which  it  rained  -.  7        Max.  of  barometer  29.25  in.  on  24th. 

"        "  "  snowed  .  3        Min.   "        "    28.5  in.  on  16th  &  17th. 

Max.  of  thermometer  660  on  4th.  Mean  temperature  of  month  38.580. 

Min.   "  "  230  on  8th. 

December. 

No.  of  days  on  which  it  rained    .  6        Max.  of  bar.  29.3  in.  on  8th  &  24th. 

«        «  "  snowed.  3        Min.  of   "      28.62  in.  on  15th  &  18th. 

Max.  of  thermometer  520  on  llth.  Mean  temperature  of  month  36.780. 

Min.   "  "  20Oon2l8t. 

S.  6.  P.  KNOX. 
Browkstillb,  Pa.,  January,  4, 1870. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MERCER  COnTTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Mercer  County  is  situated  in  the  northwestern  part  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  being  bounded  on  the  north  by  Crawford,  east  by 
Teuango,  south  by  Butler  and  Lawrence  counties,  and  west  by  the 
State  of  Ohio — more  definitely,  by  Trumbull  County  in  the  State 
of  Ohio.  It  is  equidistant  from  Lake  Erie  on  the  north,  and  the 
Ohio  River^  at  the  mouth  of  Big  Beaver,  on  the  south,  the  distance 
between  the  two  extremes  being  about  one  hundred  miles. 

It  lies  on  the  southern  slope  and  reaches  to  the  summit  of  the 
ridge  which  divides  the  waters  of  the  lakes  from  those  which  flow 
into  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Its  principal  drainage  is  the  Shenango 
River,  which  has  two  principal  branches,  the  larger  one  rising  in . 
Ashtabula  County,  Ohio,  and  the  other  in  Crawford  County,  Penn- 
sylvania. These  two  branches  unite  at  Greenville,  Mercer  County, 
the  junction  being  six  miles  south  of  the  Crawford  County  line,  and 
the  same  distance  east  of  the  Ohio  State  line.  The  united  stream 
flows  directly  south,  and  forms  a  confluence  with  the.  Neshannock, 
at  Newcastle,  Lawrence  County,  Pa.,  thirty-five  miles  distant.  It 
has  a  fall  of  five  feet  per  mile,  and  flows  quite  rapidly. 

The  Shenango  valley  varies  from  a  few  rods  to  a  mile  in  width. 
Two  principal  ridges  run  north  and  south,  and  bound  the  valley  of 
the  Shenango.  The  western  ridge  rises  rapidly,  while  the  eastern 
is  a  gentle  slope.  Both  ridges  rise  to  nearly  the  height  of  the 
dividing  ridge. 

The  Pittsburg  and  Erie  Canal  follows  the  course  of  the  Shenango, 
and  from  the  confluence  at  Greenville  it  follows  the  Little  Shenango. 
It  has  flve  dams  and  twenty  locks,  which  hinder  the  drainage, 
causing  stagnation  of  water,  marshes,  and  extensive  wet  surfaces, 
which  are  exposed  te  the  action  of  heat  during  the  summer  season. 

Mercer  County  is  a  parallelogram  extending  east  and  west, 
containing  eight  hundred  and  fifty  square  miles.  It  is  a  gently 
undulated  plain,  the  highest  elevations  of  which  are  five  hun- 
dred feet  above  the  level  of  Lake  Erie  and  four  hundred  feet 
above  the  level  of  the  Ohio  River.  Its  population  is  about  sixty 
thousand,  who  are  descendants  of  the  Scotch,  Irish,  and  German. 
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Their  chief  employment  is  farming  and 'stock-raising.  The  principal 
towns,  naming  from  the  north  southward,  are  Greenville,  Mercer, 
Sharon,  and  Middlesex.  Greenville  contains  a  population  of  four 
thousand ;  Mercer,  eighteen  hundred  ;  Sharon,  five  thousand  ;  and 
Middlesex,  eleven  hundred.  Greenville,  Sharon,  and  Middlesex  are 
in  the  valley  of  Shenango.  Mercer  is  located  upon  one  of  the 
highest  elevations  of  the  southwestern  section  of  the  county. 
The  soil  is  mostly  alluvial,  and  all  tillable  except  some  flats  which 
are  aluminous  and  too  wet  for  cultivation.  About  three-fourths  of 
the  area  of  the  county  are  cleared  and  cultivated  or  pastured.  The 
products  ^are  the  cereals,  potatoes,  and  turnips.  The  timber  is 
chiefly  oak.  The  western  section,  embracing  about  one-third  of  the 
area  of  the  county,  is  underlaid  by  a  stratum  of  bituminous  coal 
three  feet  thick,  and  from  sixty  to  ninety  feet  beneath  the  surface 
of  the  highest  hills.  This  stratum  dips  considerably;  the  inclina- 
tion is  a  little  west  of  south.  On  this  account  the  water  is  slightly 
impregnated  with  sulphurous  acid. 

Our  county  lies  between  forty-one  and  forty-two  degrees  north 
latitude,  and  between  eighty  and  eighty-one  degrees  west  longitude 
from  London.  On  account  of  our  latitude  and  altitude  we  have 
abundance  of  snow  in  winter  and  rain  in  summer,  very  seldom  suf- 
fering from  drought  in  the  driest  season  of  the  year.  Miasmatic 
diseases  are  endemic  to  the  Shenango  valley  during  the  summer 
and  autumn,  and  catarrhal  fever  is  somewhat  epidemic  over  the 
county  during  the  winter ;  it  is  always  preceded  and  attended  by 
winds  from  the  northeast  and  east. 

We  have  had  no  severe  or  extensive  epidemics  during  the  last 
two  years.  Scarlet  fever,  measles,  and  whooping-cough,  in  circum- 
Bcribed  localities,  prevailed  in  turn  in  Sharon,  Mercer,  Middlesex, 
and  vicinities,  mostly  in  a  mild  form,  causing  very  slight  mortality 
and  requiring  very  little  treatment. 

I  had  quite  a  number  of  cases  of  catarrhal  fever  during  this  last 
winter.  My  patients  were  mostly  attacked  during  the  prevalence 
of  northeasters,  and  convalescence  was  never  fairly  established  till 
the  wind  ceased;  if  it  recurred  too  soon,  my  patients  relapsed. 
Pneumonia  supervened  the  second  or  third  day  after  inception  of 
the  fever  in  about  one-half  the  cases.  It  always  attended  a  relapse. 
Its  attacks  were  confined  to  children  from  three  months  to  ten 
years  of  age.  The  treatment  was  pulvis  antimonialis  and  hydrarg. 
chlor.  mit.  in  cathartic  doses  until  high  febrile  action  was  reduced, 
and  the  antimonial  in  smaller  doses  as  an  arterial  sedative  and  a 
diaphoretic  until  the  mucous  secretions  were  restored,  with  minute 
doses  of  morphia  at  night,  and  counter- irritation  by  sinapisms, 
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small  and  frequently  applied.  Counter-irritation  was  only  resorted 
to  when  there  was  pneumonia,  and  its  locality  upon  the  chest 
changed  with  every  application.  I  seldom  give  expectorants,  or 
medicines  merely  to  promote  expectoration,  for  they  are  but  pal- 
liatives, and  do  not  eradicate  disease.    All  my  patients  recovered. 

I  had  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever  with  inflammation  of  the  right 
lung — the  oldest  a  boy  of  twelve  years,  the  second  a  girl  of  eleven, 
and  the  third  a  girl  of  five.  The  first  was  a  mild  case,  and  yielded 
to  emulsions  of  turpentine  and  paregoric ;  in  the  third  week  the 
diarrhoea  was  controlled,  the  expectoration  purulent,  and  I  left  him 
to  the  care  of  the  nurses,  and  he  recovered  without  a  relapse.  The 
second  was  under  the  care  of  an  eclectic  physician  for  a  week,  who 
was  raising  her  with  quinine  and  prostrating  her  with  veratrum 
viride,  trying  in  the  mean  time  to  control  her  diarrhoea  with  pare- 
goric. I  put  her  upon  the  emulsion  of  turpentine,  applied  sinapisms 
without  relief  until  the  third  day,  when  I  blistered,  and  with  most 
marked  relief,  Flint  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding.  My  patient 
had  a  pulse  of  160,  subsultus,  sleeplessness,  and  was  so  delirious 
that  with  difficulty  and  only  by  constant  watching  she  could  be 
kept  in  bed.  As  soon  as  the  blister  began  to  rise  she  fell  asleep 
and  slept  soundly  for  six  hours,  waked  up  in  full  consciousness, 
coughed  less  frequently,  expectorated  freely,  and  her  pulse  fell 
twenty  beats  in  twenty-four  hours.  She  Was  discharged  in  ten 
days,  cured.  She  was  sustained  during  the  whole  time  with  boiled 
milk,  lemonade,  tinct.  ferri  ch)orid.,  and  quin.  sulph.  The  third  was 
a  mild  case  of  typhoid  fever,  and  in  two  weeks  seemed  conva- 
lescing, when  the  nurse  gave  her  a  teacupful  of  new  milk,  which 
caused  a  relapse,  with  inflammation  of  the  right  lung.  Tereblnthi- 
nates  and  opiates  controlled  the  diarrhoea.  I  used  sinapisms  and 
Flint's  remedy,  tinct.  iodine,  without  benefit ;  blistering  relieved  her. 
The  protraction  of  the  disease  (it  lasted  two  months),  and  conse- 
quent prostration,  brought  on  hepatic  engorgement.  An  icterode 
skin  and  a  pulse  of  170  admonished  me  of  Imminent  danger,  and  I 
gave  potass,  brom.  et  iodid.,  which  soon  relieved  the  hepatic  and 
Ijrmphatic  complication,  for  general  anasarca  was  well  developed. 
Her  pulse  fell  to  130  in  four  days,  after  which  convalescence  was 
rapid  and  uniform.  While  I  do  most  unqualifiedly  condemn  the 
reckless  habit  of  blistering  with  a  full  pulse  and  high  inflammatory 
action,  there  is  a  time  when,  after  sufficient  depletion  has  been 
eflTected  and  efiusion  still  remains  (Rush's  blistering  point),  a 
blister  is  indispensable  as  a  revulsive  and  to  promote  absorption. 

I  would  here  record  my  experience  in  the  use  of  bromide  of  po- 
tassium.  As  an  antispasmodic  it  has  completely  failed  in  epilepsy. 
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I  used  it  in  20  to  25  grain  doses,  without  any  benefit.  It  has 
proved  to  be  a  most  valuable  refrigerant  and  arterial  sedative  in 
my  hands,  and  perhaps  that  is  the  reason  why  it  did  not  benefit 
my  epileptic  patients ;  they  were  anaemic,  and  needed  tonics  and 
stimulants  rather  than  sedatives.  In  epilepsy  with  plethoric  habit 
I  would  expect  to  realize  its  full  benefit.  I  have  employed  it  lately, 
with  excellent  effect,  in  dysmenorrhoea  and  menorrhagia,  given  two 
or  three  days  preceding  the  catamenial  flow.  I  think  its  eflScacy 
arises  from  its  sedative  properties,  lessening  the  momentum  of  the 
circulation  and  impeding  the  afflux  of  blood  to  the  excited  uterus. 
For  the  same  reason  I  have  prescribed  it  as  an  aphrodisiac  in 
masturbation ;  for  this  it  is  the  best  remedy  I  ever  prescribed. 
'  I  had  some  thirty  cases  of  diphtheria,  and  lost  one  through 
relapse  and  resulting  ulceration  of  the  stomach,  causing  persistent 
rejection  of  all  nutriment  and  medicine.  He  also  vomited  a  good 
deal  of  pus  mixed  with  tlie  gastric  secretions.  Extreme  relaxation 
brought  on  fatal  epistaxis.  If  I  see  the  patient  early  in  the  disease, 
I  mostly  give  an  emeto-cathartic  of  ipecac,  and  calomel,  then  liq. 
potas.  chlorat.  as  a  drink,  and  sol.  acid,  carbol.  applied  to  the  fauces 
with  a  piece  of  sponge,  and  tinct.  ferri  chlor.  and  quinia  as  a  tonic. 

In  obstetrics  the  two  following  cases  were  the  most  interesting, 
chloroform  being  used : — 

March,  1868,  I  was  called  in  consultation  with  a  neighboring 
physician  to  see  a  young  mother  in  her  first  confinement.  Shp 
was  in  her  twenty-third  year,  not  well-developed,  having  a  small 
I>elvi8  and  plethoric  in  habit.  She  had  a  convulsion  about  every 
half  hour.  We  bled  her  freely,  without  producing  much  relaxation 
of  the  OS  uteri,  which  was  very  rigid,  and  only  dilated  an  inch  in 
diameter.  As  the  uterine  contractions  grew  stronger,  the  convul- 
sions increased  in  frequency  and  violence.  We  administered  chloro- 
form cautiously,  by  inhalation.  It  soon  controlled  the  paroxysms, 
and  relaxed  the  os  uteri  and  the  perineum.  Expulsive  pains  were 
less  frequent,  but  more  effective.  Progressing  dilatation  revealed 
the  first  position  of  the  vertex  presentation.  As  the  head  had 
descended  into  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis,  and  the  os  was  sufficiently 
dilated,  we  used  the  forceps  and  delivered  her  of  a  living  female 
child.  She  had  some  three  or  four  convulsions  during  the  succeed- 
ing tweiity-four  hours,  after  which  she  made  a  speedy  recovery. 

In  June,  1869, 1  was  called  to  attend  a  primipara  aged  17.  She 
was  in  the  eighth  month,  and  had  been  badly-  frightened,  about  six 
hours  previously,  by  two  dogs  fighting.  I  found  a  small  pelvis ; 
frequent,  inefficient  pains ;  os  rigid,  open  half  an  inch  in  diameter ; 
neck  not  quite  obliterated.    Most  frightful  convulsions  ensued  at 
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intervals  of  ten  to  fifteen  minutes.  The  pulse  was  irregular,  hardlj 
perceptible  at  the  wrist,  approximating  140  per  minute.  There  was 
great  bronchial  engorgement,  insensibility,  lirid  countenance,  ster- 
torous breathing,  cold  extremities,  and  lacerated  tongue.  She 
seemed  moribund.  My  first  impulse  was  to  let  her  alone,  as  beyond 
hope  both  as  to  herself  and  child ;  but  a  few  moments'  reflection 
induced  me  to  make  some  effort  to  deliver.  I  had  heat  applied  to 
her  extremities,  and  cold  to  her  head.  After  immersing  her  right 
hand  in  warm  water  for  a  short  period,  I  tied  her  arm  and  opened 
the  median  basilic ;  it  bled  but  a  few  drops.  I  found  she  could  not 
swallow,  nor  be  roused  to  consciousness.  I  administered  chloro- 
form by  inhalation,  with  very  great  caution.  Her  pulse  soon  became 
fuller,  more  regular,  and  fell  to  100,  where  it  remained  during  the* 
process  of  delivery.  Her  convulsions  were  soon  controlled,  and 
relaxation  of  the  os  and  perineum  effected ;  regular  uterine  con- 
tractions came  on,  labor  advanced  gradually,  and  in  four  hours  I 
delivered  her  with  the  forceps  of  a  living  male  child.  Convulsions 
returned  in  five  hours,  and  continued  every  half  hour  till  she  died, 
fourteen  hours  after  delivery.  The  child  was  cyanotic  when  bom, 
but  respiration  was  soon  established,  and  the  pulmonary  aeration 
of  its  blood  produced  a  good  color.  It  was  healthy  and  lived  two 
months,  and  died  of  cholera  infantum.  She  never  returned  to 
consciousness.  Chloroform  was  administered  very  lightly  by  the 
nurse,  under  my  direction,  but  not  in  sufllcient  quantity  to  arrest 
the  convulsions.  No  autopsy  was  held,  for  immediately  after  her 
delivery  I  had  gone  to  the  Medical  Society,  of  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, at  Erie. 

Is  it  not  more  than  probable  that  there  was  extrava8atiT)n  of 
blood  upon  the  brain  ?  How  else  can  we  account  for  her  persistent 
convulsions  and  insensibility?  A  mere  irritation  of  the  nerve 
centres,  produced  by  the  fright  and  kept  up  by  the  effort  to  relieve 
a  gravid  uterus,  would  surely  have  passed  away  when  parturition 
was  accomplished. 

I  record  this  as  an  encouragement  to  the  accoucheur  to  continue 
his  efforts  for  delivery  while  there  is  life ;  also  to  show  that,  how- 
ever much  we  may  be  opposed  to  anaesthesia  in  obstetrics,  our 
hands  may  be  so  tied  that  we  are  glad  to  grappl§  upon  this  last 
anchor  of  hope.  None  but  the  accoucheur  who  feels  his  responsi- 
bility can  appreciate  the  weight  that  is  lifted  from  his  breast  when 
be  sees  his  last  remedy  mooring  his  patient,  now  tossed  upon  the 
breakers  of  death,  and  rescuing  the  innocent  from  an  untimely 
grave.  These  are  the  circumstances  in  which  it  was  used  in  the 
two  cases  narrated,  and,  I  think,  with  the  happiest  results.    If  it 
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were  not  for  ansesthetics  and  the  forceps,  nothing  could  induce  me 
to  enter  the  room  of  a  patient  writhing  in  puerperal  contortions, 
one  of  the  saddest  sights  that  can  be  witnessed,  and  to  hear  the 
anxious  inquiry  of  a  grief-stricken  husband,  "Doctor,  can't  you 
relieve  my  wife,  for  she  is  dying?"  How  fearfully  the  malediction 
is  fulfilled,  "In  sorrow  shalt  thou  bring  forth"!  But  we  are  cheered 
to  know  that  there  is  a  balm  in  ansesthesia  and  the  forceps. 

In  post-partum  treatment  of  the  mother,  I  continue  the  use  of 
the  bandage  comfortably  tight  for  a  few  days,  and  always  elevate 
the  foot  of  the  bed  for  at  least  twenty-four  hours,  and  longer  in 
proportion  to  the  ansemia  of  the  patient.  This  has  always,  with 
me,  proved  one  of  the  best  hsemostatics  in  post-partum  hemorrhage, 
and  is  mostly  sufficient. 

In  the  treatment  of  the  child,  I  never  leave  an  umbilical  cord 
without  a  ligature,  and  I  always  wait  until  respiration  is  well 
established,  and  pulsation  in  the  cord  has  ceased  or  almost  ceased, 
before  I  apply  the  ligature.  Too  great  haste  cuts  off  too  much  of 
the  circulating  fluid  which  is  so  essenfial  to  the  life  of  the  child ; 
and  I  have  seen  careless  tying  occasion  exhaustive  hemorrhage, 
placing  the  child  in  imminent  danger,  and  producing  palpitations 
or  irregular  tumultuous  action,  which  troubled  the  child  till  the 
fifth  year  of  its  age. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  not  without  expressing 
my  regret  at  the  failure  of  the  other  members  of  the  County  So- 
ciety to  send  me  any  reports  of  their  experience  in  their  respective 
localities. 

S.  M.  ROSS,  Committee, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MONTGOMERY  COUyTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


There  have  been  no  epidemics  during  the  past  year  in  Montgom- 
ery County,  though  isolated  cases  of  scariet  fever,  measles,  and 
other  infectious  diseases  have  been  numerous,  and  some  of  them 
severe.  The  meetings  of  the  Society  have  been  held  with  greater 
frequency  than  formerly ;  there  has  been  a  good  and  interested 
attendance,  and  the  discussions  have  been  highly  instructive.  There 
is  no  more  valuable  means  of  professional  culture  afler  the  physi- 
cian enters  upon  his  vocation,  excepting  carefully  prepared  mono- 
graphs, and,  perhaps,  periodical  publications  in  medicine  and 
surgery,  which  give  him  the  results  of  a  more  extended  observa- 
tion and  experience ;  but  even  these  are  hardly  so  practically  useful 
as  the  discussions  of  the  Medical  Society. 

In  January  of  the  present  year,  the  attention  of  the  Society 
having  been  called  to  the  position  and  authority  of  the  medical 
officers  of  the  navy,  resolutions  were  unanimously  adopted  in 
favor  of  a  memorial  to  Congress,  designed  to  secure  the  rightful 
status  of  our  brethren  in  the  public  service. 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted  at  a  subse- 
quent meeting : — 

Whereas,  The  code  of  medical  ethics  declares  that  it  is  deroga- 
tory to  professional  character  for  a  physician  to  hold  a  patent  for 
any  surgical  instrument,  and 

Whereas,  The  Constitution  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of 
Pennsylvania  declares  that  any  physician  who  shall  procure  a 
patent  for  a  remedy  or  surgical  instrument  shall  be  disqualified 
from  becoming  or  remaining  a  member  of  such  society,  and 

Whereas,  It  is  believed  that  the  copyright  law,  which  secures  to 
an  author  a  reward  for  his  labors  during  many  years  by  preventing 
others  from  publishing  his  works,  is  just  and  proper,  calculated 
not  only  to  benefit  the  author  but  also  to  improve  medical  litera- 
ture ;  and  as  we  believe  there  is  no  difference  in  principle  between 
procuring  a  copyright  for  a  book  and  obtaining  a  patent  right  for 
a  surgical  instrument,  and  that  the  arguments  in  favor  of  the  one 
are  just  as  valid  for  the  other;  therefore, 

fiesolved^  That  the  delegates  from  this  Society  to  the  State  Society 
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be  requested  to  bring  the  subject  before  that  body,  and  ask  that  the 
prohibition  in  the  Code  of  Ethics,  and  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  against  procuring  a 
patent  for  a  surgical  instrument,  and  for  using  an  instrument  when 
patented,  be  annulled. 

The  practice  of  treating  puerperal  women  without  the  use  of  a 
bandage  after  confinement,  dwelt  upon  at  length  in  our  last  annual 
report,  has  been  pursued  with  increasing  favor  and  success.  Dr.  J. 
K.  Reid  has  treated  more  than  a  thousand  cases  in  which  it  has 
not  been  used,  and  not  a  single  one  of  these  was  followed  by  any 
untoward  results. 

The  bandage  has  been  discarded  by  Dr.  W.  Corson,  in  the  opera- 
tion of  paracentesis  abdominis,  and  he  has  on  a  former  occasion 
published  cases  illustrating  this  point.  At  a  recent  meeting  of  the 
Society,  he  narrated  the  case  of  a  man  who  had  been  tapped  for  the 
relief  of  abdominal  dropsy  when  a  bandage  was  applied  from  the 
hips  to  the  shoulders  causing  intense  suffering — six  gallons  of  fluid 
had  been  drawn  off.  This  patient  subsequently  coming  under  the 
care  of  Dr.  Corson,  it  was  found  necessary  to  repeat  the  operation 
twice,  and  it  was  done  each  time  without  the  use  of  a  bandage,  to 
the  great  comfort  of  the  patient  and  without  any  ill  effects,  show- 
ing the  hurtfulness  and  uselessness  of  this  adjunct.  The  patient  felt 
weak  after  the  operation,  it  is  true,  but  no  unpleasant  results  fol- 
lowed, as  were  at  one  time  thought  inevitable. 

The  ice  treatment  in  cases  of  scarlatina  and  diphtheria,  spoken 
of  in  our  last  report,  continues  to  be  employed  by  the  members  of 
our  Society  with  much  success.  It  is  regarded  as  often  quite  indis- 
pensable as  an  internal  and  external  remedy,  though  of  little  value 
externally  unless  employed  continuously ;  an  instance  is  related  by 
one  of  the  members  in  which  after  it  was  used  six  hours,  it  was  set 
aside,  the  condition  of  the  patient  having  much  improved.  But  a 
relapse  occurred,  and  the  patient  became  extremely  feeble,  when 
the  ice  was  reapplied  for  forty-eight  hours  and  the  patient  recovered* 
The  vapor  arising  from  hot  water  poured  over  fresh  lime  and  used 
by  inhalation  has  been  employed  with  benefit  in  diphtheria  and 
croup.  In  obstetric  cases  it  is  deemed  very  important  to  use  opiates 
during  the  progress  of  the  labor  as  well  as  after  confinement,  even 
if  there  exist  no  considerable  pain,  irritation,  or  disquiet.  It  is 
thought  that  in  an  ordinary  dose  opium  does  not  retard  the  progress 
of  the  labor,  but  rather  assists  it,  that  peritonitis  is  often  averted  by 
its  timely  use,  hemorrhage  prevented,  and  distressing  after-pains,, 
which  are  sometimes  more  severe  than  those  of  the  labor^  Its 
beneficial  effect  in  a  case  of  convulsions  occurring  before  confine* 
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roent  is  related  by  Dr.  J.  K.  Reid.  The  patient  had  eight  convul- 
sions before  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Reid,  who  finding  the  os  uteri  hard, 
dry,  and  unyielding,  administered  half  a  grain  of  sulphate  of  mor- 
phia hypodermically.  Only  one  slight  convulsion  occurred  subse- 
quently, the  08  uteri  became  soft  and  yielding,  and  in  a  few  hours 
the  patient  was  delivered  and  the  labor  safely  terminated. 

Alcoholic  liquors  are  not  used  so  much  as  formerly,  it  being 
thought  that  their  use  induces  often  a  habit  of  drinking  to  excess, 
and  that  their  employment  in  disease  may  be  dispensed  with  in 
many  instances,  perhaps  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten.  Hoff's  extract 
of  malt  is  used  by  some  as  a  substitute,  others  rely  upon  ammonia 
and  other  drugs  for  a  stimulant  effect.  A  man  fifty-five  years  of 
age,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  W.  Corson,  who  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
drinking  two  gallons  of  whiskey  a  week  for  a  period  of  six  months, 
was  treated  by  him  for  pneumonia.  This  attack  culminated  in 
abscess  of  the  lung ;  he  was  suddenly  deprived  of  his  accustomed 
stimulus  at  the  commencement  of  the  disease,  and  notwithstanding 
the  great  prostration  occasioned  by  the  discharge  of  purulent 
matter,  the  stimulant  was  still  withheld.  His  illness  continued 
several  months,  but  he  convalesced  rapidly  at  the  end  of  that  time, 
and  fully  recovered. 

Bromide  of  potassium  has  been  found  very  reliable  in  quieting 
the  excitoment  of  nervous  derangement  as  in  hysteria,  mania-a-pota, 
etc.  It  is  a  useful  agent  in  epilepsy,  as  well  as  in  chorea  and  croup. 
In  the  dose  of  ten  grains  three  times  a  day  it  seems  to  act  as  an 
alterative  very  much  after  the  manner  of  iodide  of  potassium ; 
wonderful  results  are  ascribed  to  its  use  in  the  irritation  of  teething 
in  children,  but  we  think  these  good  effects  have  been  exaggerated. 
In  the  dose  of  forty  grains  three  times  a  day,  it  produces  no  very 
perceptible  effect  in  most  cases,  even  when  continued  for  several 
months,  th(^gh  it  sometimes  induces  purging.  The  patient  may 
sleep  more  profoundly,  and  be  less  easily  roused,  but  he  is  often 
not  more  inclined  to  sleep  than  usual,  and  there  is  not  the  soporific 
effect  derived  from  morphia.  It  appears  to  be  a  general  sedative  to 
the  nervous  system,  and  is  useful  whenever  such  an  agent  is  desired. 

Chloral  hydrate  has  been  employed  with  some  satisfaction,  often 
inducing  sleep  when  opium  fails,  relieving  cough,  headache,  etc. 

We  append  meteorological  observations  made  by  Marcus  H. 
Corson,  junior^  member  of  the  Montgomery  County  Medical  Society, 
at  Plymouth  meeting,  Montgomery  County,  Pa.,  for  the  year  ending 
May  31, 1870- 
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Meteorological  Observations  made  at  Plymouth  Meeting^  Montgomery 
County^  Pa.<^for  the  year  ending  May  31, 1870. 

By  Marcus  H.  Corson. 

June,  1869. 
No.  of  clear  days        •        .        .19        Max.  of  barometer  30.31  in.  on  9th. 

"      cloudy  days     ...     11        Min.   "  "         29.60  in.  on  14th. 

*'     days  on  which  it  rained  .    16        Mean  height  of  barometer  29.986  in. 
Max.  of  therm.  870  on  20th  &  28th.  "     temperature  of  month  70O.4, 

Min.         "         630  on  9th.  Amount  of  rain  4.H7  in. 

From  the  20th  till  the  close  of  the  month  there  were  frequent  showers,  Tivid 
lightning,  heavy  thunder,  and  little  wind. 

July^  1869. 
No.  of  clear  days        .        .        .22        Max.  of  barometer  30.34  in.  on  31st. 

"      cloudy  days     ...       9        Min.   «  «         29.75  in.  on  3d. 

**     days  on  which  it  rained  .    11        Mean  height  of  barometer  29.995. 
Max.  of  thermometer  920  on  16th.  "     temperature  of  month  73O.08. 

Min.   "  "  690  on  2d.  Amount  of  rain  2.33  in. 

August^  1869. 

Na  of  clear  days        .        •        .25  Max.  relative  humidity  100  on  25th. 

"     cloudy  days     ...      6  Min.        "  "  .68  on  3l8t. 

"     days  on  which  it  rained  .      6  Max.  of  barometer  30.39  in.  on  Ist. 

Max.  of  thermom.  940  on  20th  &  2l8t.  Min.  "  "  29.79  in.  on  5th. 

Min.   "        "         660  on  6th  and  7th.  Mean  height  of  barometer  30.068  in. 
Max.  force  of  vapor  1.133  in.  on  21st.  *'     temperature  of  month  720.2. 

Min.     «     "      «     0.291  in.  on  31st.  Amount  of  rain  1.33  in. 

September^  1869. 
No.  of  clear  days        .        •        .19        Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 

«*      cloudy  days     ...    11        Min.        "  "  .45  on  let. 

**  days  on  which  it  rained  .  8  Max.  of  barometer  30.39  in.  on  29th. 
Max.  of  thermometer  840  on  20th.  Min.   "  "^  29.56  in.  on  8th. 

Blln.   "  "  410  on  29th.  Mean  height  of  barometer  30.175  in. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.931  in.  on  8th.  "     temperature  of  month  650.3. 

Min.      "     «      «      0.242  in.  on  Ist.  Amount  of  rain  3.82  in. 

During  the  forepart  of  the  month  the  weather  was  cool  and  very  dry.  The 
drought  ended  with  a  copious  rain  on  the  17th.  There  was  a  slight  frost  on 
the  morning  of  the  3d ;  also  frosts  on  the  mornings  of  the  28th,  29th,  and  30th. 

October^  1869. 

No.  of  clear  days        .        .        .18  Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 

"      cloudy  days     ...    13  Min.        "            "           .51  on  16th. 

"      days  on  which  it  rained  .     12  Max.  of  barometer  30.37  in.  on  25th. 

«        "        "        "      snowed .      2  Min.   "          "          29.40  in.  on  4th. 

Max.  of  thermometer  760  on  2d.  Mean  height  of  barometer  29.960  in. 

Min.  "           "           270  on  26th.  "     temperature  of  month  480.6. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.731  in.  on  2d.  Amount  of  rain  7.69  in. 
Min,      "     "      "     0.137  in.  on  3l8t. 
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Six  inches  of  rain  fell  on  the  3d  and  4th  in  twentj-fonr  honrs,  oansing  a 
destructive  freshet  along  the  Schujlkill  River,  resalting  in  the  loss  of  four  lives 
and  manj  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  property.  The  water  was  fifteen  inches 
higher  than  it  was  in  the  great  ice  freshet  of  January  26,  1839.  The  first  snow 
of  the  season  fell  on  the  28th.  There  was  ice  everj  morning  after  the  ^th. 
The  27th  was  the  coldest  Octoher  night  in  several  years.  There  was  frost  on 
seventeen  and  ice  on  ten  mornings  during  the  month. 


18 
8 
6 


No.  of  clear  days 
"      cloudy  days    •. 
'*      days  on  which  it  rained 
"        "        "        «*       snowed 

Max.  of  thermometer  60o  on  4th. 

Min.   "        "  260  on  13th,  25th,  26th. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.418  in.  on  20th. 

Min.      "     «      "     0.129  in.  on  lOth. 


November^  1869. 
.    12        Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 

Min.        "  "  .41  on  12th. 

Max.  of  barom.  30.33  on  3d  and  25th. 
Min.  "       "       29.33  on  20th. 
Mean  height  of  barometer  29.974  in. 

"     temperature  of  month  38^.2. 
Ami,  of  rain  and  melted  snow  4.06  in. 
Depth  of  snow  4.60  in. 


The  month  was  unusually  cold.  2.5  inches  of  snow  fell  on  the  14th,  and 
2.1  inches  on  the  16th.  There  were  violent  rain-storms  on  the  17th  and  20th. 
There  was  ice  every  morning  but  five  during  the  month. 

December  y  1869. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .14 
"  cloudy  days  .  .  .  17 
"  days  on  which  it  rained  .  10 
«        "        «'        "      snowed.      8 

Max.  of  thermometer  580  on  22d. 

Min.   "  "  30  on  10th. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.482  in.  on  22d. 

Min.      "      "      "     0.050  in.  on  10th. 


Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 
Min.        "  **  .62  on  24th. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.62  in.  on  9th. 
Min.   <<  **  29.18  in.  on  18th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  30.125. 
"     temperature  of  month  34P.2. 
Amt.  of  rain  and  melted  snow  5.55  in. 
Depth  of  snow  8.71  in. 


A  heavy  snow-storm  occurred  on  the  6th,  during  which  7}  inches  fell.  There 
was  sleighing  from  the  6th  to  the  12lh.  The  latter  half  of  the  month  was  mild. 
There  was  no  frost  in  the  ground  after  the  25th. 


January  y  18T0. 

.     11        Max.  relative  humidity  100  on  13th, 
17th,  and  25th. 
Min.  relative  humidity  .43  on  30th. 
Max.  of  barometer  30.54  in.  on  19th. 
Min.   "  "  28.96  in.  on  2d, 

Mean  height  of  barometer  30.060  in. 

*'     temperature  of  month  38^.0. 
Amount  of  rain  3.89  in. 
Depth  of  snow  0.10  in. 

This  is  the  mildest  January  since  1858.  On  the  2d  the  mercury  rose  to  580, 
on  the  13th  to  580,  on  the  17th  to  64P,  on  the  23d  to  620,  and  on  the  26th  to  56©. 
The  snowdrop  was  in  bloom  in  the  open  air  on  the  29th.  The  barometer  was 
lower  on  the  afternoon  of  the  2d  than  ever  before  observed.    On  the  same 


No.  of  clear  days 

"  cloudy  days  .  .  .20 
"  days  on  which  it  rained  .  10 
**        "        "        "       snowed.      4 

Max.  of  thermometer  640  on  17th. 

Min.    "  "  170  on  9th. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.497  in.  on  17th. 

Min.     "     "      "      0.063  in.  on  9th. 
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afternoon  there  was  tempestnons  wind  from  the  sonthwest,  followed  on  the 
morning  of  the  3d  by  a  crimson  aurora,  the  light  of  which  was  brighter  than 
that  of  the  fall  moon.    There  was  no  frost  in  the  ground  after  the  14th. 


February^  1870. 


No. 


,  of  clear  dajs  .  .  .13 
"  cloudy  days  •  •  .15 
"  days  on  which  it  rained  .  6 
**  "  "  "  snowed.  9 
"        "        «        "      hailed   .      4 

Max.  of  thermometer  590  on  18th. 

Min.   «  "  10Oon22d. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.469  in.  on  18th. 

Min.     «      "      "      0.020  in.  on  21st. 


8th, 


Max.  relative  humidity  100  on 

15th,  and  18th. 
Min.  relative  humidity  .25  on  21st. 
Max.  of  barometer  30.43  in.  on  17th. 
Min.   "  "  29.15  in.  on  8ih. 

Mean  height  of  l)arometer  29.864  in. 

"     temperature  of  month  32O.02. 
Amt.  of  rain  and  melted  snow  2.89  in. 
Depth  of  snow  8.45  in. 


March,  1870. 


No.  of  clear  days  •  .  .12 
"  cloudy  days  .  .  .19 
"  days  on  which  it  rained  .  4 
«  "  "  "  snowed.  8 
"         "        "        "      hailed  .       1 

Max.  of  thermometer  61o  on  21st. 

Min.    "  "  210  on  3d. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.354  in.  on  21st. 

Min.      "     "      "      0.065  in.  on  3d. 


Max.  relative  humidity  100  on  13th, 

16th,  27th,  and  28th. 
MiiK  relative  humidity  .43  on  23d. 
Max.  of  barom.  30.44  in.  on  25  th,  26th. 
Min.  "      "       29.07  in.  on  13th. 
Mean  height  of  barometer  29.914  in. 

**     temperature  of  month  34^.7. 
Amount  of  rain  4.64  in. 
Depth  of  snow  9.41  in. 


Snow  fell  for  thirty  consecutive  hours  on  the  6th  and  7th.  Depth,  7  inches. 
Sleighing  from  7th  till  10th.  Severe  sleet-storm  on  the  13th.  Ground  frozen 
till  the  20th.  Violent  wind  and  rain  on  the  27th.  Winter  snow-fall,  31.27 
inches.  * 

April^lSIO. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  •  .14 
**  cloudy  days  .  .  .16 
"  days  on  which  it  rained  .  11 
"  "  "  "  snowed.  2 
«*         "        «        «      hailed  .      2 

Max.  of  thermom.  80O  on  14th  &  28th. 

Min.   "         "         340  ou  4th  and  5th. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.843  in.  on  28th. 

Min.      "     "     "      0.171  in.  on  4th. 


Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 
Min.        "  "  .34  on  12th. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.30  in.  on  16th 

and  26th. 
Min.  of  barometer  29.48  in.  on  18th. 
Mean  height  of  barometer  29.918  in. 

"     temperature  of  month  50O.5. 
Amt.  of  rain  and  melted  snow  5.36  in. 
Depth  of  snow  3.00  in. 


May,  1870. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .13 
"  cloudy  days  .  .  .  18 
"  days  on  which  it  rained  .  18 
"         "        "        "      hailed   .      1 

Max.  of  thermometer  830  on  16th. 

Min.    "  "  480  on  11th. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.829  in.  on  2l8t. 

Min.      "     "      '*     0.266  in.  on  1st. 


Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 
Min.        «  "  .34onl8t. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.27  in.  on  19th. 
Min.   «  "  29.40  in.  on  7th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.926  in. 

*'     temperature  of  month  610. 6. 
Amount  of  rain  6.66  in. 
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During  the  year  there  were  1095  observations  made  on  the 
direction  of  the  wind.     Of  these  there  were — 

.  119 

.  124 

.  210 


1095 


North  winds      . 

178 

Southwest  winds 

Northeast  winds 

151 

West  winds 

East  winds 

114 

Northwest  winds 

Southeast  winds 

94 

Sonth  winds 

105 

The  mean  force  of  the  wind  was  as  follows : — 

7  AM. 

2  P.M. 

9  P.M. 

Jane  . 

1.8 

2.6 

1.5 

January 

July   . 

2.2 

3.3 

1.7 

February    . 

August 

2.0 

3.1 

2.2 

March 

September  . 

2.1 

3.3 

1.8 

April . 

October 

2.0 

3.0 

2.0 

May    .        .        . 

Norember  . 

2.4 

3.3 

2.3 

December  • 

2.2 

2.8 

2.0 

7  A.M. 

2.5 
2.8 
30 
2.8 
2.5 


2  P.M.  9  P.M. 

3.0        2.3 


4.0 
4.0 
3.5 
3.0 


2.3        3.2 


2.9 
2.7 
2.6 
1.9 

2.1 


Summary  for  the  year 

No.  of  clear  days  .  .  •  192 
"  cloudy  days  .  .  .173 
**  days  on  which  it  rained  .  120 
"  **  "  "  snowed  39 
«         "        "        "     hailed  .        8 

Maximnm  of  thermometer  940  on  Aug. 
20  and  21, 1869. 

Minimum  of  thermometer  30  on  Dec. 
10, 1869. 

Maximum  force  of  vapor  1.133  in.  on 
Aug.  21,1869. 


ending  May  31, 1870. 

Minimum  force  of  vapor  0.020  in.  on 

Feb.  21,  1870. 
Maximum  humidity  100  often. 
Miu.  humidity  .25  on  Feb.  21, 1870. 
Maximum  of  barometer  30.62  in.  on 

Dec.  9, 1869. 
Minimum  of  barometer  28.96  in.  on 

Jan.  2, 1870. 
Mean  height  of  barometer  29.997  in. 

"  teoaperature  of  the  year  510.56. 
Amt.  of  rain  and  melted  snow  52.59  in. 
Depth  of  snow  34.27  inches. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


At  a  regular  meeting  of  the  Northampton  County  Medical  So- 
ciety, held  April  16th,  a  committee  was  appointed  to  prepare  a 
sanitary  report  of  said  county. 

As  chairman  of  said  committee,  I  regret  to  announce  the  want 
of  material  for  a  complete  report.  Efforts  were  made  to  procure 
the  co-operation  of  members  of  the  County  Medical  Society,  and 
with  that  view,  letters  were  addressed.  May  11th,  to  every  active 
member  of  that  body,  soliciting  a  report  of  the  sanitary  condition' 
of  their  respective  localities  for  the  past  year.  The  reports  of  the 
few  responding  to  the  solicitation  are  herein  subjoined. 

I  am  not  in  possession  of  any  mortuary  tables  of  any  place, 
either  as  to  the  number  or  cause  of  deaths. 

The  southern  part  of  the  county,  known  as  the  Saucon  Valley,  a 
well  drained,  rolling,  limestone  district  has  been  unusually  healthy 
during  the  summer  months. 

Scarlatina  and  rubeola  prevailed  to  some  extent  during  the  winter 
and  spring  months ;  and  in  consequence  of  the  mild  open  winter, 
pneumonia,  rheumatism,  and  catarrhal  affections  were  more  preva- 
lent than  during  the  previous  year. 

Drs.  Breinig  and  Harris,  Hellertown,  report  having  treated  less 
diarrhcea  the  past  year  than  the  year  previous;  only  twenty  cases 
worthy  of  note  occurring  during  July,  August,  and  September,  all 
readily  yielding  to  the  usual  astringent  remedies. 

Typhoid  Fever  occurred  during  the  months  of  August,  Septem- 
ber, October,  January,  and  March.  Eight  cases  in  all,  one  of  which, 
with  cerebral  complications,  proved  fatal.  There  was  nothing  un- 
usual in  any  of  the  cases  worthy  of  record ;  all  being  sporadic 
cases. 

Scarlatina Twenty-two  cases  of  scarlatina  were  treated ;  three 

in  October,  two  in  February,  sixteen  in  March,  and  one  in  April, 
of  which  number  two  died  in  October,  and  two  in  March  of  the 
grave  form  of  the  disease. 

Treatment The  milder  form  of  the  disease  was  treated  by  con- 
fining the  patient  to  a  dietetic  and  moderate  antiphlogistic  course ; 
ft  moderately  cool  temperature  and  refreshing  mucilaginous  drink. 
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Scarlatina  anginosa  and  Scarlatina  maligna,  after  appro- 
priate evacuants,  were  treated  with  potassae  chlorat.  and  tr.  ferri 
chloridi  with  good  results. 

Sequelae  followed  in  six  cases,  all  of  which  readily  yielded  to 
remedies,  with  the  exception  of  one  case,  a  little  boy  of  some  six 
summers,  who,  by  undue  exposure  was  attacked  with  acute  dropsy 
resulting  in  effusion  into  the  serous  cavities,  followed  by  convulsions, 
coma,  and  death. 

Rubeola  occurred  in  six  cases  in  November,  ten  in  December, 
twelve  in  January,  twelve  in  February,  sixteen  in  March,  and  eight 
in  April,  sixty-four  cases  in  all,  of  which  number  two  died,  one  in 
February  and  one  in  March,  both  complicated  with  pneuTnonia. 
Five  of  the  number  in  addition  to  the  two  that  died  suffered  with 
complicated  pneumonia,  all  of  whom  recovered. 

Treatment. — The  ordinary  treatment  of  measles  consisted  of 
regimen,  repose,  moderately  cool  temperature,  diluents,  and  muci- 
laginous drinks,  with  care  to  protect  the  eyes  from  strong  light, 
whilst  the  graver  cases  required  antiphlogistic  measures,  with  ex- 
pectorants suitable  to  the  catarrhal  affection. 

Pneumonia. — Twenty-eight  cases  were  treated  dtiring  the  winter 
and  spring  months,  all  of  whom  recovered. 

Treatment. — Actively  antiphlogistic  in  the  first  -stage,  and  sup- 
portive in  the  second  stage  of  the  disease. 

Mrs.  S.  B.,  aet.  63  years,  presented  herself  for  treatment  last  spring, 
and  stated  that  for  years  past  her  eyes  had  suffered  from  granular 
conjunctivitis,  the  right  in  particular ;  she  had  been  under  the  treat- 
ment of  several  doctors.  She  further  stated  the  phj'sician  in  whom 
she  had  the  most  confidence  had  (as  she  expressed  it)  "  burned"  her 
eyelids  repeatedly.  The  excessive  use  of  the  cautery  had  disor- 
ganized the  tissues  of  the  right  lower  lid  to  such  an  extent  as  to 
produce  considerable  entropion  and  obstruction  of  the  lachrymal 
duct.  The  conjunctiva  of  the  superior  lid,  as  well  as  that  deflected 
over  the  globe  and  cornea,  exhibited  a  good  deal  of  vascularity. 
The  cornea  presented  a  dull,  hazy  appearance ;  and  a  considerable 
intolerance  of  light  was  manifested.    Her  general  health  was  bad. 

The  treatment  was  commenced  with  a  mild  antiphlogistic  course, 
and  soothing  applications  to  the  eyes  of  cold  starch  poultices. 

After  the  inflammation  had  subsided,  a  No.  2  Bowman's  probe 
was  introduced  into  the  obstructed  lachrymal  duct,  after  which, 
applications  were  made  of  ferro-glycerin,  3j  to  f  3j,  to  the  inflamed 
conjunctiva  of  the  lids,  by  means  of  a  camel-hair  pencil. 

The  constitutional  treatment  was  now  changed  from  an  antiphlo- 
gistic to  quinifle  sulph.  combined  with  iron  by  hydrogen  and  cod- 
liver  oil. 
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May  17.  Reported  herself  improved.  A  No.  4  probe  was  in- 
troduced in  the  duct.     Treatment  continued. 

June  2.  Reported  herself  greatly*  improved  constitutionally, 
though  there  was  considerable  irritation  in  the  eye,  in  consequence 
of  entropion.  The  patient  was  urged  (as  on  former  visits)  to 
submit  to  an  oi)eration,  which  was  declined.  A  No.  5  probe  was 
introduced  into  the  duct. 

August  27.  Reported  herself  completely  relieved  from  lachry- 
mal obstruction,  and  on  this  occasion  submitted  to  an  operation  for 
entropion,  which  resulted  successfully  in  rectifying  the  malposition 
of  her  eyelid,  and  thereby  removing  the  great  source  of  irritation 
to  her  eye.  When  she  again  presented  herself,  September  14th,  the 
dolnesB  of  the  cornea  had  almost  entirely  disappeared,  and  she 
expressed  herself  quite  relieved  from  her  suflTerings. 

Dr.  Traill  Green,  Easton,  reports  that  no  epidemics  have  oc- 
curred in  Northampton  County,  in  the  vicinity  of  Easton,  during 
the  past  year. 

He  adds  his  testimony  to  that  of  the  numerous  articles  which 
have  appeared  in  recent  numbers  of  the  medical  journals  as  to  the 
properties  of  chloral. 

He  reports  that  he  has  used  it  freely  during  the  past  four 
months,  and  in  a  variety  of  diseases  has  obtained  pleasant  hypnotic 
results^  in  no  instance  has  he  observed  any  unpleasant  effects  as 
with  opium. 

A  nervous  female,  who  has  suffered  from  wakefulness  for  many 
years,  and  has  taken  the  usual  narcotics  and  bromides,  has  used 
chloral  nightly  for  three  months  without  any  unpleasant  effects ; 
and  the  dose  has  not  been  increased  beyond  twenty  or  twenty-five 
grains. 

Dr.  Green  calls  the  attention  of  practitioners  in  the  rural  districts, 
where  poisoning  by  rhus  toxicodendron  is  common,  to  the  use  of 
chlorate  of  soda  in  the  treatment  of  the  cutaneous  inflammation 
produced  by  this  plant.  This  season  he  has  directed  a  solution  of 
SDd»  chloras  (three  drachms  to  a  pint  of  cold  water)  to  be 
applied  frequently  to  the  inflamed  parts,  or  cloths  wet  with  it 
kept  upon  the  inflamed  surface.  The  effect  has  been  prompt  and 
pleasant,  more  so  than  that  of  the  remedies  hitherto  proposed  in 
the  treatment  of  this  very  unpleasant  inflammation  with  its  intense 
itching  and  heat. 

This  salt,  from  its  greater  solubility,  commends  itself  above  the 
corresponding  salt  of  potassa  in  making  a  pleasant  prescription  for 
children  as  well  as  adults.    It  is  soluble  in  three  parts  of  water, 
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while  chlorate  of  potassa  requires  sixteen  parts  to  dissolve  it.  He 
states  that  he  has  been  successful  in  curing  many  cases  of  inflamed 
throat  and  mouth  where  the  potassa  salt  has  failed  to  produce  its 
usual  effects. 

Dr.  J.  Mixsalo,  Easton,  reports  an  interesting  case  of  phthisis 
occurring  in  a  twelve  year  old  child,  whose  mother  had  died  from 
pulmonary  hemorrhage  (first  exhibiting  the  tuberculous  diathesis 
at  the  age  of  six  years,  in  the  form  of  coxalgia,  resulting  in  com- 
plete anchylosis) ;  the  disease  manifesting  itself  by  an  attack  of 
haemoptysis,  originating  from  the  presence  of  tubercular  matter 
in  the  superior  lobe  of  the  right  lung.  After  a  series  of  hemor- 
rhages extending  over  a  period  of  six  weeks,  each  one  causing  the 
loss  of  from  one  to  four  ounces  of  blood,  the  bronchitis  previously 
local  and  circumscribed,  extended  over  the  whole  of  the  lung; 
debility  increased  and  epistaxis  ensued,  which  proved  unmanage- 
able. Injections  of  alum,  then  of  sol.  subsulph.  iron  checked  the 
bleeding,  but  the  coagula  filling  both  nares,  caused  intense  dyspnoea, 
almost  apncea,  to  such  an  extent  that  he  was  obliged  to  desist 
from  their  use,  and  the  patient  succumbed  from  exhaustion. 

The  rarity  of  pulmonary  hemorrhage  under  the  age  of  puberty 
caused  him  to  report  this  case. 

*'  I  have  under  treatment  the  following  cases,  viz : — 

"  One  case  of  endo-cervicitis,  with  retroflexion.  Treated  for  dis- 
placement alone — Hoffman's  pelvic  pessary  and  vaginal  injections 
of  tannin.    Greatly  improved. 

"  One  case  endo-cervicitis,  with  granulated  ulceration  of  the  os 
during  lactation.  Used  the  speculum ;  applied  acid  nitrate  of  mer- 
cury, and  solid  cupri  sulph.  after  dilatation ;  daily  vaginal  injections 
of  zinci  acetas.    Very  much  benefited. 

"  One  case  endo-cervicitis,  with  external  mural  fibroma.  Locally 
— ^use  of  argent,  nit.  by  Leuter's  caustic  probe :  ioduretted  glycerine 
to  cervical  portion;  ammon.  muriat.;  ter  in  die.    Slowly  improving. 

"  One  case  engorgement,  with  retroversion.  Hodge's  closed  lever 
pessary;  ext.  ergotse  fl.  in  drachm  doses ;  enemata  of  pure  water  for 
the  accompanying  constipation.     Improvement  slight." 

Dr.  C.  L.  Gross,  Freemansburg,  reports  that  "  borough  with  a 
population  of  about  one  thousand  inhabitants,  and  the  country 
surrounding  it,  to  have  been  unusually  healthy  the  past  year ;  no 
epidemic  of  any  kind  having  prevailed  for  years.  This  Avas  attri- 
buted to  the  purity  of  the  atmosphere  in  consequence  of  the  rapid 
drainage  of  the  river  Lehigh,  upon  which  the  town  is  located,  and  the 
tri-weekly  burning  of  coal-tar  by  the  respective  boat-building  estab- 
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lishments  located  there.  Three  miles  north  of  the  river  (at  a  place 
called  '  Dry-land*)  scarlatina  has  been  prevalent  for  the  past  five 
months,  within  an  area  of  ten  miles;  the  disease  occurring  in 
a  very  malignant  form,  many  cases  proving  fatal,  among  them 
some  adults.  In  my  own  practice  only  three  cases  occurred,  all  of 
whom  recovered  under  the  use  of  small  doses  of  tinct.  <jf  belladonna. 
Roseola  occurred  in  my  practice  in  four  cases,  all  recovering  by  the 
use  of  tinct.  aconite.  Tincture  of  aconite  is  my  favorite  remedy  in 
febrile  and  inflammatory  affections." 

The  following  was  interesting:  "  McG.,  cet.  55,  married,no  children. 
For  years  past  suflTered  from  difficult  micturition.  Advice  was 
sought  from  different  medical  men,  who  having  made  a  very  super- 
fical  examination  failed  to  discover  the  true  cause  of  his  suffering, 
attributed  his  ailment  to  gravel,  and  prescribed  accordingly  without 
any  apparent  benefit.  When  I  was  called,  I  found  retention  of 
urine  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  true  cause  of  his  long-standing 
troubles  '  congenital  phimosis.'  In  due  course  of  time  circumcision 
was  performed,  which  exposed  the  glans  penis  for  the  first  time  in 
his  life,  and  rid  him  effectually  of  his  supposed  gravel." 

Dr.  John  Sands,  Stockertown,  reports  Stockertown  and  vicinity 
as  having  been  remarkably  healthy  during  the  past  year.  No  epi- 
demic occurred;  diarrhoea  and  dysentery  prevailed  to  a  limited 
extent  in  the  summer  months.  Typhoid  fever  occurred  in  the  fall 
and  winter. 

"  I  treated  several  families  suffering  with  typhoid ;  which  attacked 
all  the  members  of  the  family  about  the  same  time.  I  could  not 
assign  a  cause.  In  one  family  the  members  were  scattered  about  in 
three  different  neighborhoods  (some  of  the  children  working  out)  at  a 
distance  of  from  six  to  eight  miles,  yet  they  came  home  complain- 
ing, and  in  a  few  days  were  down  with  the  disease.  Some  of  those 
who  assisted  in  this  family  in  waiting  on  the  sick,  were  also 
attacked. 

"  During  the  spring  months  a  few  cases  of  measles  occurred ;  one, 
complicated  with  pneumonia,  died. 

"  In  the  fall,  I  was  called  to  a  married  woman  aged  about  30 
years ;  suffering  with  strangulated  femoral  hernia  of  twenty  hours' 
duration,  which  I  could  not  reduce  by  taxis  under  the  influence  of 
chloroform.  The  case  was  ten  miles  from  my  place,  and  I  not  being 
at  home  when  the  messenger  came,  accounted  for  my  not  seeing  the 
case  sooner.  The  symptoms  were  very  severe.  No  other  physician 
being  near,  and  the  case  urgent,  I  proceeded  to  opjerate  by  putting 
thepatlent  under  the  influence  of  chloroform,  and  making  the  neces- 
sary dissections.    When  the  bowel  was  exposed,  it  was  found  con- 
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gested  and  the  peritoneum  quite  black.  I  was  apprehensive  of  a 
bad  result,  but  the  patient  made  a  good  recovery.  Pneumonia  and 
pleurisy  were  treated  to  some  extent  during  the  spring.  I  still  use 
the  lancet  in  all  inflammations  of  the  serous  membranes,  and  blisters 
where  the  symptoms  are  urgent. 

"  A  number  of  cases  of  facial  neuralgia  occurred  in  my  practice 
lately,  of  a  periodic  type,  all  of  which  readily  yielded  to  quinise 
sulph.    I  assigned  atmospheric  influences  as  the  cause." 


NECROLOOICAL  NOTICE  OF  DR.  EDWARD  SWIFT.     1805—1869. 

Dr.  Edward  Swift  was  born  in  Bustleton,  Philadelphia  County, 
Pennsylvania,  on  the  15th  day  of  January,  1805,  and  died  in  Easton 
on  the  6th  day  of  November,  1869. 

He  was  descended  from  an  intelligent  parentage,  and  enjoyed  such 
opportunities  for  education  as  were  offered  in  the  place  of  his  birth. 
He  was  a  member  of  his  brother's  family  in  Easton  for  a  time,  and 
there  completed  his  literary  and  classical  education.  He  pursued 
his  medical  studies  under  the  direction  of  his  brother,  Dr.  Joseph 
K.  Swift,  who  at  that  time  was  extensively  engaged  in  medical  and 
surgical  practice — eminent  as  a  teacher  of  his  profession,  and  since 
widely  known  by  his  surgical  inventions. 

Dr.  Edward  Swift  afterwards  became  a  pupil  of  the  Medical 
Department  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania ;  and  received  his 
medical  degree  from  that  institution,  in  1826. 

He  entered  immediately  upon  a  successful  practice  in  his  native 
place,  where  he  continued  to  reside  till  1838,  when  he  removed  to 
South  Easton.  In  1841,  he  opened  an  ofl^ce  in  Easton,  where  he 
followed  his  profession  till  his  death,  which  was  caused  by  "  angina 
pectoris." 

Dr.  Swift's  mind  was  well  stored  with  historical,  literary,  and 
classical  learning,  and  he  continually  added  to  it  by  reading.  He 
was  fond  of  books  and  improved  his  leisure  from  professional  labor 
in  their  perusal ;  and  like  a  true  physician,  he  loved  the  study  of 
the  natural  world.  He  was  widely  known  for  his  attainments  in 
mineralogy,  and  left  a  fine  collection  of  minerals^  and  a  collection 
of  Indian  antiquities. 

Dr.  Swift  devoted  two  sons  to  the  service  of  his  country  during 
the  rebellion ;  and  received  from  Secretary  Barrett  the  appointment 
of  examining  surgeon  for  this  district  without  solicitation  on  his 
part,  and  continued  to  perform  the  duties  of  the  oflSce  to  the  close 
of  his  life.  To  this  oflSce,  his  son  Edward  was  appointed  to  suc- 
ceed his  father  by  the  successor  of  Secretary  Barrett. 

Dr.  Swift  abhorred  all  forms  of  quackery,  and  was  honorable  in 
all  his  professional  relations.  He  gave  a  son  to  each  of  the  learned 
professions,  and  two  are  successful  machinists,  having  inherited 
their  father's  skill  and  taste  in  the  same  direction,  which  were  so 
advantageous  to  him  in  his  surgical  practice. 

Dr.  Swift  expressed  his  faith  in  the  religion  of  the  Redeemer  in 
the  Episcopal  Church. 

P.  B.  BREINIG,  Chairman. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PERRY  COMH  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


In  making  our  annual  report  to  the  State  Medical  Society,  we 
are  as  usual  at  a  loss  for  information  from  the  dififerent  parts  of  the 
county.  Our  members  are  too  indilferent  to  the  interests  of  the 
Society.  As  to  our  own  section  we  have  not  been  visited  by  any 
of  the  common  epidemics,  such  as  measles,  scarlet  fever ^  smallpox, 
etc.  Whooping-cough  has  made  its  appearance  lately,  but  the  cases 
are  mild,  not  requiring  much  medical  treatment,  and,  as  far  as 
we  can  learn,  it  is  the  case  throughout  the  county.  Even  typhoid 
fever,  which  prevailed  to  some  extent  a  few  years  ago,  became 
milder.  It  abated  so  gradually  that  scarcely  a  case  has  been  seen 
during  the  last  year.  We  have  had  a  few  cases  of  inflammatory 
rheumatism,  some  being  very  lingering  and  shifting  very  much 
from  one  part  to  another;  the  stomach  and  bowels  being  very 
much  disturbed. 

From  what  we  can  learn  from  the  different  parts  of  the  county 
we  have  been  blest  with  better  health  than  usual  for  the  last  few 
years  and  more  particularly  during  the  last  year. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIEH. 


The  number  of  deaths  in  Philadelphia  in  1869  was  14,786  in  a 
population  of  about  800,000;  one  death  in  54,  or  1.84  per  cent. 

The  deaths  at  the  different  periods  of  life,  and  in  the  various 
months  of  the  year,  are  shown  in  Table  A. 

The  deaths  from  consumption  of  the  lungs  are  shown  in  Table  B. 

The  deaths  from  scarlatina  are  shown  in  Table  C. 

Tables  are  also  appended  representing  the  deaths  from  various 
classes  of  diseases  in  1869.  These  tables  fail  to  account  for  846 
deaths  which  were  found  difficult  or  impossible  to  classify,  as  for 
example — gangrene  (of  what  not  stated)  36  deaths ;  hemorrhage 
(of  what  not  stated)  54 ;  ulcers,  abscess,  and  boils  (of  what  part 
not  stated)  87  ;  congestion  (of  what  not  stated)  7  ;  unknown  90  ; 
old  age  480 ;  tumors  21. 
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TABLE  B. 
Deaths  from  Phthisis  Pulmonalis. 


• 

1 

s 

S 

8 
S 

K 

o 

oa 

Under  1  year. 

1  to  2  years. 

2  to  5  years. 

il 

s 

2 

• 
t 

2 

2 

i 
§ 

o 

o 

50  to  60  years. 
60  to  70  years. 

• 

2 

o 

i 

s 

o 

i 

Kb 1       J      1      1 

llllllllllll 

166 
185 
215 
187 
144 
169 
144 
171 
123 
132 
166 
173 

86 
86 
106 
107 
77 
79 
73 
80 
69 
73 
82 
74 
932 

80 
99 
109 
80 
67 
90 
71 

»U 
64 

69 

84 

99 

993 

16 
7 

12 

12 
9 

10 
6 

13 
8 
7 
8 

11 
119 

12 

8 

13 

8 

14 

19 

12 

20 

7 

6 

15 

17 

151 

4 
3 

34 

3 
2 
2 

1 

1 
3 
2 

1 

1 

2 
3 

2 

i 

1 
1 

2 
2 
3 

1 

: 

2 
2 

16 
7 
16 
10 
10 
19 
13 
19 
7 
4 
15 
15 

61 
62 
64 
59 
41 
54 
48 
63 
41 
39 
49 
54 

47 

66 
41 
25 
46 
42 
41 
26 
38 
33 
43 

20 
31 
30 
31 
20 
22 
11 
27 
22 
23 
26 
21 

12 
11 
21 
16 
19 
9 
9 
10 
9 
14 
20 
13 

7 
12 
12 
16 

8 
6 
9 
5 

5 

3| 

»| 
12  : 

1 
2 

7 
1 

'1 

4 

1 
5 

1 

5  , 

2  \ 

5 

1 

1 

1 
1 

2 

1 

1 

Totals 

1975 

.a 

27, 

,. 

26  j 

,M| 

62d 

47.5  ; 

1 

2S9  j 

- 

,03  1 

39 

« 

2 

TABLE  C. 

Deaths  from  Scarlatina  in  1869. 


^  I 


2  a  §5 

2     2  '  2 


S  I  S 


Jannary  . 
Febmary 
March.  . 
April  .  . 
May  .  . 
Jane  .  . 
July  .  . 
August 
September 
October  . 
NoTember 
December 
ToUls  . 


22 

81 

29 

23 

37 

35 

33 

36 

34 

40 

47 

37 

SB 

30 

18 

34 

16 

26 

82 

23 

46 

43 

62 

49 

403 

396 

396 


45 


128 


179     22 


1 
4  .  1 
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Zymotic  Diaeases, 


Typhoid  fever  . 

.    383 

Scariatina 

.    799 

Typhus  (spotted,  &o.) 

.      88 

Pertussis  . 

.        .      74 

Malarial    .        .        .        . 

50 

Diphtheria 

.     175 

Paerperal . 

.      18 

Croup 

.        .    237 

Variola      . 

6 

Erysipehis 

.      50 

Varicella  .        .        .        . 

2 

Cholera     • 

9 

Rubeola    .        .        .        . 

85 

ToUl 

.  1891 

Results  of  Poisoning. 

Syphilis  (adults')      . 

8 

Mania-^-pota    . 

.      48 

Hydrophobia     . 

.       7 

Alooholic  iutozioatioQ 

.      42 

Total 

.     105 

Alteration 

of  the  Blood. 

An»mia  and  ohlorosis 

.      22 

Scurvy      .    •    . 

1 

Pyemia    .        .        .        . 

.      39 

— 

Total 


Constitutional  Diseases. 


Rheumatism     ....      24 

Gout 3 

Tuberculosis  of  brain  (including 
dropsy  of  brain)    .        .        ,     174 

Tuberculosis  of  lungs  (includ- 
ing hemorrhage  from  lungs)  .  2040  Total 


Tubercles  of  mesentery    .        .  631 

Cancer 232 

Scrofula 85 

Syphilis,  constitutional  (minors)  13 


Diseases  of  the  Nervous  System, 


Insanity 5 

Disease  of  brain  (kind  not  stated)  72 
Meningitis  ....  367 
Apoplexy  and  effusion  on  brain    231 

Paralysis 206 

Congestion  of  brain  .  .  .316 
Softening  of  brain  .  •  .57 
Inflammation  of  spine      .        .        3 


Softening  of  spinal  cord 
Epilepsy   . 
Tetanus    . 
Convulsions      ; 
Puerperal  convulsions 
Hysteria  • 


Total 


Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. 


Inflammation  of  heart       .        .  34 

Fatty  degeneration  of  heart      •  11 

Dropsy  of  heart         ...  35 

Neuralgia  of  heart    ...  24 


Other  diseases  of  heart 
Syncope    • 
Aneurism  • 


Total 


3202 


2 

25 

28 

647 

25 

1 

1985 


474 
4 
5 

587 


1  The  minors  who  died  of  syphilis  are  classified  among  those  who  died  of 
constitutional  diseases. 

SIXTH  SERIES— PART  I.  11 
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Diseases 

of  the  Respiratory  System. 

Pneumonia 

.    808 

Dropsy  of  glottis 

1 

Congestion  of  longs  • 

.     151 

Obstruction  of  trachea 

1 

Dropsy  of  chest 

.       68 

Emphysema 

.       10 

Pleurisy   .... 

.      16 

Bronchitis 

.     165 

Empyema 

1 

Catarrhal  fever 

22 

Laryngitis 

.      30 

Asthma     .... 

.       31 

Ulceration  of  larynx 

2 

Total 


1296 


Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System, 


Sore  mouth 

11 

Tonsillitis 

.      12 

Inflammation  of  throat 

4 

Pharyngitis 

1 

Ulcer  of  mouth 

1 

«        throat 

1 

"       oesophagus  . 

1 

Stricture  of  cesophagus 

3 

Enlargement  of  parotid  gland 

1 

Diarrhoea . 

.     176 

Congestion  of  bowels 

2 

Dysentery 

93 

Cholera  infantum      . 

885 

Cholera  morbus 

.      62 

Ulceration  of  stomach  and  bowel 

s     19 

Inflammation  and  disease  (not 

specified)  of  stomach  and  bowels  235 
Hemorrhage  from  stomach  and 

bowels 13 

Dropsy  (abdominal,  and  varie- 
ties not  specified)           .        .  259 
Dyspepsia         ....  1 
Obstruction  of  bowels       .        •  38 

Worms 2 

Hernia 18 

Peritonitis         ....  100 

Hepatitis  and  congestion  of  liver  58 

Other  diseases  of  liver      .        .  50 

Jaundice 27 


Total 


2064 


Diseases  of  the  Oenito-urinary  Apparatus, 

Nephritis 23  Stone        .         .        .        . 

Diabetes 21  Disease  of  prostate  gland 

Degeneration  of  kidney    .        .  35  Stricture  of  urethra  . 

Disease   of   kidney   (kind    not  Diseases  of  uterus    . 

stated) 66                 "          ovary      . 

Ur»mia 17  Childbed  .        .        .        , 

Suppression  of  urine         •        •  2 

Diseases  of  bladder  ...  19                 Total 


1 
3 

1 
30 

8 
20 

246 


Eczema 


Diseases  of  the  Skin. 


Diseases  of  the  Bones. 

Inflammation  of  bones      •        .        1        Necrosis    . 
Caries  of  spine  .        .        .16 

Total 


5 
22 
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Congenital  Debility  and  Malformation. 
Malformation     .        .        .        .15        Inanitions  (nnder  1  jear) 
Debility*  (under  1  year)   .        •     374        Cyanosis  and  asphyxia     . 


Soioide 

Gunshot  wounds 
Other  wounds   . 
Burns  and  scalds 
Suffocation 
Murder     . 
Poisoning 
Drowned  . 
Casualties 


Violent  Deaths. 
45       Shock 


7 
5 

68 
20 
18 
Iff 
103 
187 


Exposure  . 
Rupture  of  spleen 
Fractures 
Strangulation    . 
Heat  fever 
Hanging   , 


Total 


217 
124 


4 
7 
1 

31 
6 

12 
1 

531 


StillVom  .        .        .        .        .790 


Unclassified 


846 


For  the  Committee, 

W.  L.  WELLS. 


Debility  (over  1  year),  262. 


s  Inanition  (over  1  year),  65. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHUYLKILL  CODNH  MEDICAL  SOCIEH. 


In  making  its  annual  report  to  the  State  Medical  Society  for 
1869,  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society  records  a  year  of  pro- 
gress and  prosperity  to  its  organization. 

Our  membership  has  increased  from  twenty-two  to  thirty — six 
new  members  having  been  recently  elected. 

Regular  and  harmonious  sessions,  with  papers  and  discussions 
of  interest,  liave  rendered  the  Medical  Society  more  useful  to  its 
members,  and  have  increased  its  influence.  Among  the  more  im- 
portant measures  taken  to  extend  that  influence  is  a  rule  which 
forbids  our  members  from  holding  consultations  with  any  physicians 
of  the  county  who  decline  or  who  are  disqualifled  from  membership 
in  this  Society.  As  far  as  known,  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical 
Society  is  the  flrst  of  all  our  affiliated  county  organizations  to 
have  taken  this  step.  As  yet  it  is  an  experiment,  undertaken  with 
no  doubtful  intentions,  the  success  of  which  (if  accomplished)  will 
consolidate  the  profession  within  our  limits,  by  making  member- 
ship an  indispensable  requisite  to  comfortable  practice,  and  by 
establishing  a  fraternal  union  among  all  who  share  in  the  benefits 
of  medical  organization.  Wi  trust  that  our  experience  (which  we 
shall  feel  it  a  duty  to  put  upon  record  in  future  reports)  shall  be 
such  as  to  encourage  other  county  societies  to  similar  action. 
Should  that  experience  prove  disastrous,  it  will,  perhaps,  still  be 
of  use  as  a  warning.  At  all  events,  the  step  is  taken  with  the  con- 
fident hope  that  it  may  bring  all  reputable  regular  physicians  in 
this  county  into  professional  fellowship,  and  bind  them  together 
harmoniously  in  one  organization. 

Among  measures  of  personal  protection  to  our  members  has 
been  the  adoption  of  a  uniform  rate  of  fees  for  the  post-mortem 
examinations  made  for  the  civil  authorities.  Heretofore  the 
county  commissioners  have  fixed  the  compensation  at  an  inade- 
quate sum,  and  even  attempted  to  force  its  acceptance  by  special 
legislation  at  Harrisburg.  The  Medical  Society  has  now  interfered, 
and  its  members  will  refuse  to  perform  any  professional  duties  for 
the  county  authorities  until  they  comply  with  our  terms. 
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Similar  action  taken  some  years  ago  with  regard  to  life  insurance 
companies  was  entirely  successful  in  fixing  the  rate  of  charges  at 
a  aniform  and  sufQcient  amount. 

The  general  excellent  sanitary  condition  of  this  county  during 
the  year,  the  absence  of  any  epidemics,  and  the  remarkable  rarity 
of  surgical  cases  (owing  to  the  frequent  "strikes"  among  the 
miners)  will  render  the  year's  report  less  interesting  than  usual. 

Dr.  George  W.  Brown,  of  Port  Carbon,  writes  as  follows: — 

"The  early  part  of  the  past  year,  within  the  limits  of  my  field  of 
ob&ervation,  was  marked  by  extreme  gravity  in  the  symptoms  of 
all  diseases,  and  in  very  many  cases  they  proved  beyond  the  reach 
of  medicine,  and  resulted  fatally  in  spite  of  the  best  directed  ef- 
forts of  our  art.  During  the  first  quarter,  measles  and  scarlet 
fever  both  prevailed  epidemically  among  children,  and  while  one 
was  pursuing  its  course  in  one  street  of  the  place,  the  other 
would  have  possession  of  an  adjoining  one ;  but  I  think  I  have 
never  seen  them  both  in  the  same  house  at  the  same  time,  although 
I  have  had  one  to  follow  the  other  so  quickly  as  to  prove  fatal  by 
the  debility  produced  by  the  exhaustion  of  the  vital  powers  alone. 
The  fever  accompanying  both  diseases  was  of  a  low  typhoid  form, 
the  rash  being  nearly  black  or  of  a  dark  mahogany  color,  accom- 
panied by  a  sufibcative  loose  cough,  and  a  great  difficulty  of 
breathing.  The  face  was  swollen  and  purple,  the  skin,  at  first  dry 
and  hot,  soon  became  cool  and  bathed  with  a  clammy  perspiration, 
and  while  the  head  was  very  hot,  the  extremities  would  be  very 
cold,  unless  kept  warm  by  artificial  heat.  The  pulse  was  always 
weak  (easily  compressed),  rapid,  and  irritable,  and  in  fatal  cases 
soon  ran  beyond  the  powers  of  computation. 

"The  expectoration  was  white  and  tough,  and  would  stick  to  the 
fauces  like  birdlime.  In  many  cases  the  lungs  gave  a  clear  sound 
throughout  on  percussion,  in  others  there  was  mbre  or  less  dulness 
of  one  or  both,  and  the  danger  was  generally  in  proportion  to  its 
extent.  Auscultation  usually  revealed  the  existence  of  mucous  and 
crepitant  r&led  in  all  parts  of  the  lungs  except  where  the  dulness 
existed,  and  there  it  was  more  or  less  circumscribed. 

"  Delirium  was  a  prominent  symptom  from  the  beginning  in  many 
cases,  in  others  it  did  not  come  on  till  three  or  four  days  had 
elapsed.  Sometimes  the  disease  was  ushered  in  by  a  violent  con- 
vulsion which  continued  to  recur  at  longer  or  shorter  intervals, 
thus  increasing  the  congestion  of  both  lungs  and  brain  until  as- 
phyxia closed  the  scene.    In  other  cases  it  never  recurred  after  the 
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first  attack.  The  younger  the  patient,  the  more  liable  was  it  to 
convulsions,  and  the  less  likely  to  recover. 

"  In  some  cases  there  was  a  total  loss  of  voice,  which  continued 
during  the  entire  course  of  the  disease,  and  for  a  long  time  after 
convalescence  was  established,  gradually  passing  away  by  the  un- 
aided powers  of  nature.  In  other  cases  the  tightness  in  the  larynx, 
and  indeed  of  the  whole  mucous  surfaces  of  the  bronchia  and  trachea 
increased  rapidly  till  it  ran  into  membranous  croup  and  carried 
the  little  patient  quickly  away. 

"  Sometimes  there  was  aphthous  ulceration  of  the  entire  inside  of 
the  mouth,  tongue,  and  pharynx ;  in  others,  simple  ulceration  of 
the  tonsils,  and  again  in  others,  diphtheria  thrust  itself  in  to  carry- 
away  your  patient  just  at  the  time  you  were  congratulating  yourself 
on  your  success  in  having  extricated  it  from  so  fearful  a  complication 
of  dise'ases.  Oftentimes  the  disease  was  ushered  in  by  vomiting 
and  a  severe  attack  of  diarrhoea,  accompanied  by  tympanitis,  tenes- 
mus, and  all  the  symptoms  of  inflammation  of  the  bowels.  The 
discharges  were  dark,  thin,  and  fetid  at  first,  and  after  a  longer 
or  shorter  time  became  mixed  with  blood  and  mucus. 

^^All  my  cases  that  recovered,  did  so  under  the  stimulating 
plan  of  treatment  perseveringly  employed,  accompanied  by  such 
treatment  as  was  necessary  to  subdue  local  congestions  and  inflam- 
mations, and  to  restore  the  natural  secretions.  I  think  I  have 
found  the  bromide  of  potassium  and  the  syrup  of  lactucarium  of 
a  good  deal  of  assistance  in  the  treatment  of  children,  in  allaying 
irritation  and  afibrding  relief  from  pain,  especially  where  there 
was  a  tendency  to  the  brain  and  spinal  cord. 

^^  Rheumatism,  that  scourge  of  all  changeable  climates,  has  pre- 
vailed to  a  'greater  extent  during  the  first  and  last  quarters  of  the 
year  than  ever  before  in  this  locality.  In  nearly  all  my  cases  it 
was  accompanied  by  en  do-pericarditis,  and  in  many  cases  it  had 
produced  so  much  local  mischief  as  to  require  several  months  of 
careful  attention  to  bring  about  even  partial  restoration.  The  saline 
treatment  with  the  alkalies  and  vapor-baths,  followed  after  the  in- 
flammatory stage  had  been  subdued,  by  iron  and  quinine,  was  that 
which  afibrded  the  most  prompt  and  permanent  relief  in  my  hands. 

"  We  have  had  some  cases  of  typhoid  fever  scattered  through  the 
year,  an  occasional  one  of  which  proved  fatal,  but  in  no  case  that 
came  under  my  notice  was  there  seen  anything  so  peculiar  in  either 
the  symptoms  or  treatment  as  to  entitle  them  to  particular  notice 
here.  The  stimulating  and  nutrient  plan  was  necessary  in  all 
cases  to  insure  a  favorable  termination. 

"In  surgery  I  have  had  less  in  the  way  of  capital  operations  than 
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in  any  one  of  the  twenty-five  years  preceding  it,  and  also  fewer  acci- 
dents in  the  mines,  all  of  which  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  dulness 
of  the  coal  trade,  which  allowed  the  men  more  time  to  perform 
their  duties,  and  gave  them  the  night  for  sleep.  I  had  one  case  of 
amputation  of  the  leg  at  the  place  of  election  below  the  knee,  and 
it  recovered  in  a  very  short  time  without  any  untoward  symptoms. 
I  amputated  immediately  after  the  accident  (as  I  always  do),  without 
waiting  for  reaction,  which  in  my  experience  is  always  attended 
with  by  far  the  best  results. 

"  In  my  attendance  upon  women  in  labor,  I  have  had  very  little 
trouble  indeed ;  out  of  the  154  cases  I  did  not  lose  a  patient ;  neither 
have  I  had  any  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  and  but  few  cases  of  metritis, 
and  they  were  mild  and  easily  managed.  Of  the  whole  number  of 
children,  68  were  males  and  IS  females ;  8  were  premature,  and  con- 
sequently the  sex  was  not  determined.  I  do  not  use  either  ether 
or  chloroform,  except  where  medical  assistance  is  required,  as  I 
think  my  patients  always  get  up  best  where  nature  is  least  inter- 
fered with." 

Dr.  Geo.  B.  H.  Swayze,  of  Mahanoy  City,  contributes  the  fol- 
lowing : — 

"  Scarlatina^  rubeola^  and  pertussis  have  prevailed  to  an  unusual 
extent  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mahanoy  City  during  the  past  year. 
Previous  to  the  advent  of  cold  weather  these  affections  presented 
symptoms  of  no  particular  severity,  but  as  the  winter  progressed 
a  graver  type  of  disease  was  developed,  and  deaths  were  somewhat 
frequent. 

"In  my  own  practice  there  occurred  two  deaths  from  scarlatina 
maligna,  one  a  little  boy  aged  about  four  years,  the  other  a  babe  at 
the  breast.  The  progress  of  the  disease  was  rapid  in  both  cases,  the 
former  dying  on  the  third,  and  the  latter  on  the  fourth  day  of  the 
attack.  In  both  cases  the  pharyngeal  symptoms  were  peculiarly 
grave,  and  attended  with  diphtheritic  exudation ;  while  the  cerebral 
complications,  as  manifested  by  coma,  subsultus,  and  convulsions, 
seriously  aggravated  the  severity  of  the  disease. 

"  As  a  novelty  in  my  practice,  there  occurred  a  case  of  scarlatina 
(anginosa)  in  a  male  adult  about  thirty-four  years  of  age. 

"The  treatment  I  have  been  in  the  habit  of  adopting  in  scarlatina 
is  by  no  means  peculiar.  Of  the  febrifuges,  preference  is  given  to 
liquor  potasssB  citratis,  liquor  ammonisB  acetatis,  spiritus  setheris 
nitrici,  tinctura  digitalis,  and  tinctura  gelsemini.  One  or  more  of 
these,  variously  combined,  with  the  extract  or  fluid  extract  of  tarax- 
acum, and  the  syrup  of  squill,  ipecac,  garlic,  cimicifu^a,  or  wild- 
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cherry  bark  added  according  to  indications,  usually  complete  the 
mixture,  and  is  employed  in  all  cases  where  a  simple  febrifuge  and 
expectorant  effect  is  desired.  It  is  my  habit  to  avoid  the  use  of  all 
the  more  depressing  expectorants  as  much  as  possible.  Chlorate 
of  potassa  is  always  freely  administered,  either  in  powder  or  solu- 
tion, for  both  its  local  and  constitutional  effects ;  and  the  bromide 
of  potassium  is  resorted  to  if  there  presents  any  undue  nervous 
excitement.  My  favorite  gargle  consists  of  sulphate  of  zinc — six 
to  eight  grains  to  the  fluidounce  of  liquid — suspended  in  glycerine 
and  rose-water  variously  proportioned,  and  moderately  sweetened 
with  honey.  In  small  children,  that  cannot  successfully  manage  a 
gargle,  and  where  it  is  unnecessary  to  interfere  with  the  swab,  I 
direct  a  small  portion  of  the  mixture,  sufficient  to  completely  wet 
the  fauces  and  throat,  to  be  administered  every  four  to  six  hours, 
according  to  the  severity  of  the  case.  Where  tonics  are  indicated, 
principal  reliance  is  placed  on  the  use  of  the  tincture  of  chloride  of 
iron,  on  quinine,  cinchona,  and  gentian  in  their  more  convenient 
and  agreeable  forms  of  administration.  Moderately  stimulating 
anodyne  applications  are  generally  employed  on  the  outside  of  the 
throat,  the  skin  over  the  principal  parts  of  the  body  occasionally 
anointed  with  lard  or  rubbed  with  a  piece  of  fat  bacon  to  allay 
itching,  and  warm  pediluvia  sometimes  used  when  the  eruption  of 
the  rash  is  defective. 

"  Of  the  cases  of  rubeola^  of  which  I  made  note,  there  was  one  of 
a  little  boy,  two  and  a  half  years  of  age,  in  whom  a  sudden  retro- 
cession of  the  rash  had  occurred.  He  had  been  under  treatment 
about  a  week  when  my  first  visit  was  made.  I  found  him  suffering 
with  bronchial  and  laryngeal  complications,  with  high  fever,  labo- 
rious and  painful  respiration,  and  soreness  of  the  throat.  There  were 
coma,  tossing  of  the  arms  and  legs,  staring  of  the  eyes  when  rousecl 
by  the  distressingly  ineffectual  efforts  to  cough  that  harassed  him, 
and  a  total  loss  of  voice.  Passing  any  account  of  the  treatment 
adopted  in  this  case,  it  will  suffice  to  say  that  the  patient  gradually 
recovered ;  but  the  aphonia  proved  so  obstinate  that  when  I  sa w 
him  last,  which  was  nearly  two  weeks  after  my  first  visit,  the  child 
could  give  audible  expression  to  but  two  words. 

"  Some  very  severe  cases  of  pertussis  have  recently  come  under  my 
observation.  In  one  case,  a  little  child  about  a  year  old,  the  power 
of  inspiration  was  frequently  suspended  by  the  paroxysms,  until  a 
physician  could  be  brought  the  distance  of  a  square,  who  on  several 
occasions  relieved  the  spasm  of  the  larynx  by  the  application  of 
ether  to  the  child's  nostrils.  On  being  called  to  the  case,  I  pre- 
scribed the  following  mixture:  Potass,  bromid.  5j ;  acaciae  Su ;  ext. 
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hyoscyam.  gr.  iv ;  ext.  valerian,  fluid,  f  3ij ;  tr.  lobel.  fol.  f 3ij ;  infiis. 
gent.  comp.  f  3ij ;  syr.  prun.  virg.  f 5x ;  to  be  given  in  doses  of  a  tea- 
spoonful  four  times  a  day.  In  addition,  I  directed  a  liniment  con- 
sisting of  ol.  succini  f5j,  ol.  sassafras,  f 5j,  ol.  olivse  fjvj,  to  be 
rubbed  on  the  spine.  These  remedies  had  the  effect  of  entirely 
preventing  a  recurrence  of  the  much-dreaded  and  frightful  parox- 
ysms of  suspended  respiration,  and  produced  a  rapid  suppression 
of  the  more  ordinary  characteristics  of  the  original  disease. 

^^  One  day  recently  a  citizen  called  on  me  and  stated  he  had  a  child 
four  months  of  age  that  had  been  ill  with  hooping-cough  about 
two  months.  Although  the  case  had  excited  no  apprehensions 
previously,  it  had  that  day  been  attacked  with  some  kind  of  a 
'struggling  spell,'  and  he  desired  me  to  see  it.  As  I  entered  the 
bouse,  the  child  was  seized  with  a  general  convulsion,  as  it  lay  in 
the  cradle.  After  waiting  some  minutes  for  the  spasm  to  yield, 
during  which  the  little  one's  face  and  lips  became  purple  in  hue,  I 
was  about  to  take  it  up  to  endeavor  to  ameliorate  its  condition, 
when  it  commenced  to  cough.  With  the  occurrence  of  the  paroxysm 
of  cough,  the  duskiness  of  the  child's  face*  increased  until  it  was 
nearly  black,  breathing  was  suspended,  and  all  convulsive  struggling 
ceased.  Hastily  taking  up  the  child,  I  felt  for  the  pulse  at  the 
wrist,  but  not  finding  any,  placed  my  ear  to  the  chest,  and  dis- 
covered that  the  heart  was  yet  throbbing  feebly  and  slowly.  Be- 
lieving the  infant  was  about  to  expire  upon  my  lap,  I  determined 
to  at  least  make  an  effort  to  prevent  the  catastrophe  before  life  was 
extinct  Ordering  the  door  to  be  thrown  open,  that  a  rush  of  fresh 
air  might  reach  the  patient,  I  commenced  rubbing  its  spine  and 
extremities,  at  the  same  time  directing  one  person  present  to  bring 
me  cold  water,  and  another  person  to  bring  a  bucket  of  warm  water. 
By  the  time  these  directions  were  fulfilled,  the  contractions  of  the 
heart  were  scarcely  audible.  I  briskly  dashed  a  little  of  the  cold 
water  iato  its  face,  quickly  wiping  off  the  same,  that  no  chilling  of 
the  body  might  be  caused  by  it,  and  immediately  set  the  child 
into  the  bucket  of  warm  water.  Directing  others  to  continue 
friction  to  the  extremities,  I  employed  several  minutes  in  alter- 
nately administering  brisk  dashes  of  cold  water  into  its  face  with 
my  hand,  quickly  removing  the  same  with  the  rapid  use  of  a 
towel,  and  applying  dry  friction  to  the  spine.  These  efforts  were 
rewarded  presently  by  the  child  making  a  slight  effort  to  gasp. 
In  about  five  minutes  more,  respiration  was  pretty  well  re-estab- 
lished. Sinapisms  were  then  applied  to  the  wrists  and  ankles; 
and  there  being  present  evidences  of  bronchial  congestion,  a  poul- 
tice of  onions,  fried  in  lard  and  placed  in  flannel,  was  applied  to 
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the  breast.  Subsequently  the  spine  was  frequently  rubbed  with  a 
liniment  consisting  of  ol.  succinii,  ol.  sassafras.,  spt.  terebinth.,  tr. 
belladon.,  and  tr.  camphor.;  and  a  mixture  of  bromid.  potasa,  tr. 
gelsem.  semp.,  syr.  allii,  syr.  prun.  virg.,  freely  administered,  result- 
ing in  the  immediate  arrest  of  the  spasmodic  paroxysms  and  a 
gratifying  amelioration  of  all  the  accompanying  symptoms. 

"  In  the  treatment  of  hooping-cough  during  the  winter  and  spring 
I  have  made  a  free  use  of  the  bromide  of  potassium  and  syrup  of 
wild-cherry  bark,  with  very  satisfactory  results.  In  two  cases  in 
my  own  family,  a  liberal  employment  of  these  remedies  subdued 
the  violence  of  the  paroxysms  in  a  few  days,  rapidly  diminished 
their  frequency,  and  in  about  fourteen  days  the  'kink*  was  so 
nearly  controlled  that  a  hoop  was  scarcely  ever  heard.  The  dose 
of  the  salt  usually  prescribed  is  four  grains  to  twelve  grains, 
according  to  the  age  of  the  child,  repeated  every  three  to  six  hours, 
according  to  the  severity  of  the  disease. 

"  The  past  year  has  been  characterized  by  a  marked  diminution  of 
the  ordinary  forms  of  rheumatism;  but  a  peculiar  type  of  neuralgia 
of  the  head,  especially  affecting  the  supra-orbital  and  temporal 
regions,  with  a  weak  and  painful  state  of  the  eyes,  soreness  of  the 
sensorium,  and  vertigo,  has  prevailed  to  a  considerable  extent. 
The  treatment  that  has  proved  most  satisfactory  in  my  hands  was 
quinine  and  iron  internally,  and  equal  quantities  of  tr.  capsici,  tr. 
aconit.  rad.,  and  chloroform  applied  externally  with  a  camePs-hair 
pencil. 

"  Sloughing  of  the  Scrotum  and  Urethra. — On  the  13th  of  October 
I  was  called  to  a  little  German  boy,  two  years  and  seven  months 
old,  who  had  for  several  days  been  under  treatment  by  another 
physician.  I  found  the  child  suffering  with  the  constitutional  and 
local  effects  of  phlegmonous  erysipelas  of  the  scrotum,  which  was 
greatly  distended,  hard,  and  painful,  with  a  glistening,  deep  purple 
aspect  of  the  skin  on  the  left  side.  The  patient  had  not  urinated 
for  nearly  three  days.  Feeling  satisfied  from  my  examination  that 
the  extreme  distension  of  the  scrotal  sac  was  caused  by  an  accumu- 
lation of  fluid  in  its  cavity,  an  incision  was  promptly  and  cautiously 
made,  resulting  in  the  evacuation  of  nearly  a  teacupful  of  fluid 
resembling  urine,  with  an  occasional  admixture  of  pus.  Appro- 
priate  remedies  were  prescribed,  including  febrifuges  and  tonics ; 
and  tepid  lead- water  and  laudanum,  and  also  carbolic  acid,  glycerine, 
and  camphor  were  applied  externally.  Next  day  I  found  the  patient 
considerably  better ;  he  had  rested  very  well,  the  tumefaction  was 
somewhat  diminished,  but  a  portion  of  the  surface  remained 
ecchymosed  and 'purple.    The  discharge  of  fluid  resembling  urine 
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continued  through  the  incision  made  the  day  previous.  On  the 
following  day  a  portion  of  the  scrotal  walls  had  sloughed,  making 
an  aperture  into  the  sac  about  the  size  of  a  silver  quarter-dollar. 
It  was  then  discovered  beyond  all  doubt  that  when  the  child 
attempted  to  urinate,  his  water  flowed  off  freely  through  the  scrotal 
opening — positively  confirming  my  opinion  that  the  urethra  had 
been  invaded  by  the  disease,  and  an  opening  sloughed  through  it 
before  my  first  visit.  A  salve  composed  of  glycerine  ointment  and 
carbolated  glycerine,  stiffened  with  a  little  simple  cerate,  was  then 
applied.  In  fourteen  days  the  opening  through  the  walls  of  the 
urethra  closed,  the  urine  passed  by  the  natural  channel,  the  small 
hole  in  the  nearly  healed  scrotum  also  closed  in  a  short  time,  and 
the  child  was  well. 

^^Synchronous  Double  Amputation, — R.  G.,  aged  about  twenty- 
three  years,  Welsh,  married,  carpenter  by  trade,  on  November  22d, 
in  attempting  to  get  on  a  loaded  coal  car  while  the  train  was  in 
motion,  slipped,  and  falling  with  his  lower  extremities  across  the 
rail,  the  car-wheel  passed  over  the  left  foot  at  the  instep,  and  over 
the  right  leg  above  the  ankle,  completely  crushing  the  parts  passed 
over.  The  unfortunate  man  was  taken  to  his  home,  where  I  saw 
him  within  an  hour  after  the  accident.  Found  him  pale  and  com- 
plaining of  feeling  cold ;  however,  reaction  was  pretty  well  estab- 
lished, the  pulse  tolerably  full,  and  some  hemorrhage  of  the  wounds 
in  progress.  Finding  it  impracticable  to  ameliorate  the  sufferer's 
condition  by  any  rational  means  without  amputation,  preparations 
for  the  operation  were  immediately  made.  The  anaesthetic  used  on 
the  occasion  consisted  of  three  parts  sulphuric  ether  to  one  part 
chloroform.  On  commencing  the  operation  on  the  foot,  I  desired 
to  retain  a  portion  of  the  calcaneum,  according  to  Pirogoff's  modi- 
fication, but  after  making  some  progress,  a  clearer  development  of  the 
nature  of  the  injury  caused  me  to  abandon  my  original  intention,  and 
the  foot  was  amputated  squarely  at  the  ankle-joint  after  the  method 
of  Syme. 

"The  amputation  of  the  right  leg  was  performed  at  the  middle, 
"which  was  as  low  as  practicable  to  obtain  ample  and  sound  covering 
for  the  stump  by  the  anterior  and  posterior  flap  method.  The  flaps 
of  both  stumps  were  adjusted  and  retained  in  place  by  strips  of 
adhesive  plaster,  and  a  roller  loosely  applied,  sutures  of  all  kinds 
being  avoided. 

"The  operations  were  necessarily  somewhat  tedious ;  but  at  their 
completion,  although  the  pulse  was  feeble  and  the  patient  low,  he 
soon  rallied,  took  some  gruel,  conversed  with  his  friends,  and  ex- 
hibited a  spirit  of  cheerfulness  and  fortitude.    During  the  night 
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the  pulse  rose  very  considerably,  accompaiiied  by  pain  and  restless- 
ness, which  continued  until  my  visit  next  morning,  but  was  readily 
controlled  by  the  adminiatration  of  an  anodyne  in  proper  quantity, 
a  matter  that  had  been  neglected  by  the  attendants.  Very  little 
hemorrhage  had  oozed  through  the  dressings  during  the  night,  the 
stumps  were  warm  to  the  touch,  the  pulse  one  hundred,  full,  and 
soft,  and  he  had  considerable  appetite.  A  little  cool  water  was  then 
occasionally  applied  to  the  wounds,  and  the  patient  obtained  rest. 
From  this  time  forward  no  untoward  symptoms  or  circumstance 
interfered  with  his  recovery.  The  healing  of  the  stumps  was  at- 
tended with  an  unusually  small  amount  of  suppuration,  which 
circumstance  doubtless  greatly  facilitated  recovery.  It  is  also 
worthy  of  particular  note  that  the  patient  was  a  total-abstinence 
man,  not  only  prior  to  the  accident,  but  also  during  the  whole  of 
his  transition  to  convalescence. 

"  Shortly  after  the  amputations,  some  of  my  professional  competi- 
tors raised  a  question  of  propriety  in  regard  to  the  operations,  alleg- 
ing that  it  was  contrary  to  rule  to  make  so  much  diversity  in  the 
length  of  the  two  stumps,  and  affirmed  that  there  was  eminent  au- 
thority on  record  to  prove  that  the  stumps  should  have  been  made  of 
equal  length  that  there '  might  be  equal  leverage*  in  the  use  of  artifi- 
cial limbs.  The  justness  of  such  a  criticism  I  am  prepared  to  con- 
cede in  all  cases  where  the  necessity  for  the  amputations  affects  both 
limbs  about  evenly ;  but  no  surgeon,  even  the  most  eminent,  when 
he  performs  the  operation,  certainly  knows  how  well  his  case  will 
progress,  or  what  complications  may  ensue  to  retard  or  prevent  a 
cure.  Erysipelas  may  attack,  a  process  of  sloughing  may  be  es- 
tablished, and  re-amputation  may  be  necessitated.  What  then  ?  If 
the  theory  that  4n  cases  of  double  amputations  the  stumps  should 
be  made  of  equal  length'  must  be  adopted  as  the  rule  of  action, 
then  in  the  case  of  a  necessary  re-amputation  of  one  extremity,  the 
surgeon  would  be  obliged  to  re-amputate  the  other  extremity  also 
for  the  sake  of  a  fancied  '  uniformity  of  leverage'  and  theoretical 
consistency — a  practice  that  would  be  as  hazardous  as  it  would  be 
absurd — and  a  practice  that  no  power  on  earth  can  ever  cause  me 
to  pursue." 

Record  of  a  Case  of  Eyperostosis  after  Amputation.  By  Dr.  John* 
T.  Carpenter,  of  Pottsville. 

James  Norris,  set.  twenty-three,  was  injured  in  the  mines,  August 
27,  1869,  by  a  fall  of  coal  upon  the  right  thigh,  causing  compound 
and  comminuted  fracture  of  the  femur  into  the  knee-joint,  compli- 
cated by  rupture  of  the  femoral  vein.    The  external  injuries  were 
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of  SO  slight  a  character  as  to  deceive  the  physician  first  called,  and 
he  attempted  to  save  the  limb.  The  next  day,  however,  on  con- 
sultation with  Dr.  Theo.  B.  Castle,  a  more  thorough  examination 
under  chloroform  was  made,  which  resulted  in  an  invitation  for  my. 
assistance  and  advice.  Immediate  amputation  was  decided  upon, 
and  I  removed  the  limb  at  the  junction  of  the  middle  with  the 
upper  third,  by  the  circular  operation. 

The  patient,  who  was  almost  in  a  moribund  condition,  rallied 
slowly  and  surely.  Dressings  of  carbolic  acid  were  applied  to  the 
wound,  stimulants  and  nourishment  freely  administered,  and  under 
the  attention  and  skilful  direction  of  Dr.  Castle,  in  about  ten  days 
he  was  apparently  well.  The  wound  healed  without  any  suppura- 
tion whatever,  almost  by  the  first  intention,  and  the  patient's 
general  cpndition  was  admirable. 

In  two  weeks,  however,  after  the  date  of  the  operation,  Norris 
began  to  suffer  from  intense  neuralgia  and  twitching  of  the  stump, 
and  I  visited  him  in  consultation  with  Dr.  Castle,  on  the  14th  of 
September.  No  cause  for  his  extreme  suffering  was  apparent,  and 
I  recommended  hypodermic  morphine  injections,  quinine  and  bella- 
donna internally,  etc  etc.  The  various  means  employed  only 
palliated  to  a  slight  degree  his  intense  pain,  and  I  therefore  advised 
that  the  stump  be  laid  open  and  search  made  for  the  cause  of  the 
mischief,  presuming  from  the  severity  and  persistence  of  the  symp- 
toms, that  the  nerve  must  be  adherent  to  the  cicatrix  of  the  wound. 

Accordingly,  on  the  26th  of  October,  accompanied  by  Dr.  G.  W. 
Brown,  of  Port  Carbon,  who  kindly  afforded  me  his  valuable  aid 
and  counsel,  I  met  Dr.  Castle  for  the  purpose  of  operating  as 
proposed. 

An  examination  of  the  stump  disclosed  a  knobby,  uniform  en- 
largement of  the  end  of  the  bone,  which  extended  around  it  like  a 
shelf.  On  the  inside  of  the  femur,  in  the  situation  of  the  nerve 
and  vessels,  a  thickening  could  be  discovered,  and  the  least  touch 
in  that  direction  gave  rise  to  pain  and  twitching  of  the  stump.  The 
cicatrix  was  divided  and  the  entire  muscular  covering  dissected 
from  the  femur,  involving  the  division  of  the  femoral  artery  and 
considerable  difiSculty  in  the  course  of  the  operation. 

About  three-fourths  of  an  inch  of  the  bone  was  removed,  so  as  to 
include  (as  is  seen  in  the  specimen)  the  newly-formed  ridge  of 
osseous  tissue,  which  made  a  shelf  on  the  face  of  the  femur  of  a 
half-inch  in  thickness.  This  bony  deposit  was  principally  on  the 
inner  side  of  the  femur,  and  to  it  were  united  several  newly-formed 
spiculse  of  bone  running  up  alongside  the  femoral  vessels.  It  was 
in  removing  these  (one  of  them  nearly  an  inch  in  length)  that  the 
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femoral  artery  was  divided,  and  so  intimately  was  the  artery  con- 
nected to  the  bone  that  some  difficulty  was  found  in  securing  it. 

Norris  recovered  rapidly,  the  wound  being  entirely  closed  in 
thirteen  days.  At  this  date  (March  6,  1870)  there  has  been  no 
further  difficulty  with  the  stump. 

The  remarkable  feature  of  this  case  is  the  hyperplastic  action 
set  up,  not  only  was  the  ordinary  reparative  process  carried  on  with 
unusual  rapidity,  but  an  excessive  growth  of  new  bone  was  estab- 
lished, resulting  very  unfortunately  for  the  patient.  No  diseased 
condition  whatever  was  found ;  no  inflammation  had  left  any  trace 
of  its  existence.  Simply,  an  outgrowth  of  healthy,  normally-con- 
stituted bone  by  involving  the  nerve,  produced  a  series  of  atrocious 
sufferings  that  could  only  be  relieved  by  operative  interference. 

Case  of  Fibrous  Polypus  of  the  Uterus,  By  Dr.  John  T.  Car- 
penter, of  Pottsville. 

Mrs.  W.,  aged  46  years,  consulted  me  in  October,  1869,  for  men- 
orrhagia. 

She  had  been  treated  by  homoeopathic  methods  for  prolapsus, 
pessaries  had  been  applied,  and  a  supporter  worn. 

She  has  had  severe  hemorrhages  for  over  four  years,  especially 
at  each  menstrual  period ;  has  an  offensive  vaginal  discharge  when- 
ever free  from  hemorrhage ;  is  exsanguine,  feeble,  exhausted. 

On  examination  per  vaginam,  I  discovered  a  solid  mass  blocking 
up  the  passage,  its  pedicle  could  be  traced  with  difficulty  to  the  os 
uteri. 

An  operation  was  proposed,  and  November  25th,  accompanied  by 
Dr.  J.  S.  Carpenter  and  Dr.  Swaving,  I  attempted  to  ligate  the 
pedicle  of  the  tumor  in  order  to  divide  it  below  the  ligature.  The 
great  size  of  the  tumor  baffled  my  efforts,  and  it  became  necessary 
to  drag  the  mass  down  as  far  as  possible  in  order  to  place  the  liga- 
ture. In  doing  this,  so  much  force  was  used  that  the  whole  mass 
was  torn  free  from  its  attachment  to  the  uterus,  and  neither  liga- 
ture nor  knife  was  used  as  contemplated. 

The  tumor  was  found,  as  previously  diagnosed,  to  be  one  of  the 
fibrous  variety.  Its  size  had  begun  to  interfere  with  its  own 
vitality,  and  the  process  of  ulcerative  disintegration  had  been  set 
up  on  one  side  of  the  mass.  From  this  came  the  fetid  discharge 
which  was  constantly  present  in  the  intervals  of  hemorrhage. 

It  was  difficult  to  tell  where  the  pedicle  ended  and  where  the  os 
uteri  began,  as  the  tissues  were  blended  very  intimately  together. 

An  examination  of  the  specimen  shows  very  distinctly  the  fibrous 
structure  and  the  investing  capsule. 
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The  specimen  seems  to  be  of  identical  character  with  one  de- 
scribed by  Dr.  Agnew  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Philadelphia  Ob- 
stetric Society  for  September  2,  1869. 

Since  the  removal  of  the  tumor  Mrs.  W.  has  enjoyed  uninter- 
rupted health,  having  recovered  without  a  bad  symptom. 

Case  of  Monstrosity.  Reported  by  Dr.  Chas.  E.  Quail,  of  Auburn* 
January  8, 1869, 1  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  W.,  aged  26,  who  was  in 
her  first  labor.  Oa  examination  I  found  very  little  dilatation,  and 
pains  slow  and  irregular;  left  at  11  A.  M.,  but  returned  at  1  P.M. 
and  found  much  the  same  condition,  until  3  P.  M.  when  the  os  became 
fully  dilated,  but  labor-pains  very  slow  and  of  no  eflfect.  I  then  gave 
thirty  drops  of  fluid  extract  of  ergot,  that  assisted  materially  in  effect- 
ing an  advance  of  the  head.  By  careful  examination  I  touched  a 
soft  pulpy  tumor  at  the  posterior  fontanelle  which  seemed  con- 
stricted. I  then  surmised,  what  afterwards  proved  true,  that  I  had 
to  deal  with  a  case  of  malformation.  After  persistent  use  of  ergot 
I  effected  delivery  at  5  P.  M. ;  the  mother  refusing  the  use  of  for- 
ceps. The  head  showed  an  appearance  of  the  hemispheres  existing ; 
in  fact  the  head  went  off  at  an  obtuse  angle  from  the  eyebrows,  and 
gave  the  appearance  of  a  child  with  a  face  but  no  head.  At  the 
posterior  fontanelle  was  a  circular  opening  through  which  pro- 
truded what  I  believed  to  be  the  two  lobes  of  the  cerebellum  very 
mnch  congested,  and  already  offensive.  The  child,  a  male,  seemed 
to  he  at  full  time,  and  indeed  must  have  been,  from  the  mother's 
own  statement.  The  genital  organs  were  the  only  parts  of  the 
child  not  well  developed,  except  as  above  noted.  It  lived  thirty- 
six  hours  with  stertorous  breathing,  rolling  of  eyes,  and  constant 
twitchingsof  the  legs  and  arms.  I  was  refused  an  autopsy,  and  the 
mother  gave  as  her  opinion  that  the  deformity  was  caused  by  her 
head  having  been  pressed  against  the  wall  while  endeavoring  to 
move  a  bureau,  she  being  then  at  three  months. 

I  give  this  freak  of  nature  as  of  rare  occurrence  within  my  imme- 
diate sphere  of  knowledge. 
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MEDICAL  SOCIEn  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


ARTICLE  I. 

TITLE  OP  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  name  and  title  of  this  Association  shall  be  "  The  Medical 
Society  op  the  State  op  Pennsylvania." 

ARTICLE  IL 

objects  of  the  society. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  advancement  of  medical 
knowledge;  the  elevation  of  professional  character;  the  protection 
of  the  professional  interests  of  its  members ;  the  extension  of  the 
bounds  of  medical  science;  and  the  promotion  of  all  measures 
adapted  to  the  relief  of  suffering,  the  improvement  of  the  health, 
and  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  the  community. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

MEMBERS  OP  THE  SOCIETY. 

Sect.  1.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  delegates  and  permanent 
members. 

Sect.  2.  The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointments  from  the 
county  societies ;  Provided^  however,  that  the  officers  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  the  Chairmen  of  all  committees  who  have  reports  to  pre- 
sent, shall  be  delegates  ex-officio;  and  to  them  and  to  the  perma- 
nent members  shall  be  intrusted  the  management  of  the  business 
and  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Sect.  3.  Every  delegate,  before  admission  to  a  seat  in  the  Society, 
shall  produce  a  certificate  of  delegation  s%ned  by  the  president  or 
secretary  of  his  county  society,  and  shall  sign  the  rules  and  regula- 
tions, on  the  payment  of  the  assessment  due  from  such  society. 
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Sect.  4.  Every  delegate  shall  hold  his  appointment  for  ope  year, 
or  until  another  is  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  6.  Every  member  of  a  county  society  having  once  served 
as  delegate,  shall  thereafter  be  a  permanent  member  of  this  Society, 
80  long  as  he  conforms  to  its  regulations,  continues  to  reside  in 
the  county  from  which  he  was  originally  delegated,  and  is  in  good 
standing  in  his  county  society,  from  which,  before  he  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  at  the  sessions  of  this  Society,  he  shall  produce  a 
certifieate  setting  forth  these  facts. 

Sect.  6.  Permanent  members  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  participate 
in  discussions  and  elections,  and  have  all  the  privileges  of  delegates. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

OP  THE  OPPlCEES. 

Sect.  1.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  four 
Vice-Presidentsi  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  two  Recording  Secre- 
taries (one  of  whom  shall  be  styled  Permanent  Secretary),  a  Treas- 
urer, and  five  Censors  for  each  of  the  six  censorial  districts. 

Sect.  2.  Each  officer  shall  be  elected  by  vote  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  on  a  general  ticket,  and  shall  serve  for  one  year, 
except  the  Permanent  Secretary,  who  shall  serve  five  years,  or  until 
another  is  elected  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  3.  None  but  delegates  and  permanent  members,  who  are  in 
actual  attendance,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  offices  of  President,  Tice- 
Presidents,  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  or  Delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association  or  to  the  medical  societies  of  other  States ;  but 
permanent  members,  not  present,  may  be  chosen  Censors,  and  ap- 
pointed upon  committees  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  y. 

OP    THE   COUNTY   SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  L  The  members  of  the  profession  in  any  county  of  this 
State,  who  desire  so  to  do,  may  form  themselves  into  a  county 
society :  Provided^  That  public  notice  of  the  proposed  meeting  for 
tlie  purpose  be  given,  and  that  all  the  regular  members  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  county  be  invited  to  join  therein.  The  said  society 
may  adopt  rules  for  its  government,  provided  the  same  do  not  con- 
travene those  of  this  Society ;  may  elect  officers,  and  do  such  other 
matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  their  asso- 
ciation :  Provided  also^  Wat  in  any  county  where  no  society  exists, 
the  members  of  the  profession  in  such  county  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  uniting  with  the  Association  of  any  adjoining  city  or  county ; 
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"which  membership  shall  continue  during  the  time  that  no  organized 
society  shall  exist  in  the  county  in  which  they  reside. 

Sect.  2.  No  one  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  a  county 
society,  unless  he  is  either  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  some  respect- 
able medical  school,  or  has  a  license  to  practise  from  some  board 
recognized  by  this  Society,  or  has  been  a  practitioner  for  at  least 
fifteen  years ;  and  who,  moreover,  is  in  good  moral  and  professional 
standing  in  the  place  where  he  resides,  and  is  a  regular  practitioner. 

Sect.  3.  Any  physician  who  shall  procure  a  patent  for  a  remedy, 
or  instrument  of  surgery,  or  who  sells  or  deals  in  or  uses  or  pre- 
scribes patent  remedies  or  nostrums,  or  who  shall  enter  into  a 
collusive  agreement  with  an  apothecary  to  receive  pecuniary  com- 
pensation or  patronage,  for  sending  his  prescriptions  to  said  apothe- 
cary, or  who  prescribes  a  remedy  without  knowing  its  composition, 
or  who  shall  hereafter  give  a  certificate  in  favor  of  a  patent  remedy 
or  instrument,  shall  be  disqualified  from  becoming  or  remaining  a 
member  of  a  county  society. 

Sect.  4.  Every  county  society  shall  enforce  the  observance  by  its 
members  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  this  Society ;  and  shall 
be  authorized  to  censure,  suspend,  or  expel  any  member  convicted 
of  violating  its  provisions. 

Sect.  6.  Any  member  of  a  county  society  who  is  censured,  sus- 
pended, or  expelled,  shall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  censors  of 
the  district ;  Provided^  the  said  appeal  he  filed  within  three  months 
after  the  date  of  said  act  of  censure^  suspension^  or  expulsion.  The 
decision  of  the  censors  shall  be  final.  Three  censors  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum. 

Sect.  6.  Members  of  this  Society  shall  be  debarred  from  consult- 
ing or  aflbrding  the  privileges  of  professional  intercourse  with  any 
member  who  has  been  expelled  from  his  county  society  for  profes- 
sional misconduct,  or  violation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics. 

Sect.  7.  Each  county  society  shall  have  a  right  to  make  a  fee-bill 
for  regulating  the  charges  of  its  members  for  professional  services. 

Sect.  8.  The  county  societies  shall  hold,  at  least,  two  meetings 
in  each  year. 

Sect.  9.  If  any  county  medical  society  shall  neglect  to  pay  the 
assessment  for  the  Transactions  of  any  preceding  year,  or  to  per- 
form all  such  acts  as  maybe  required  to  be  done  by  the  laws  of  this 
Society^  or  shall  commit  any  act  which  may  be  considered  deroga- 
tory to  the  honor  of  the  medical  profession,  such  county  society 
shall,  during  such  delinquency,  have  its  privileges  suspended  and 
its  delegates  shall  not  be  entitled  to  seats  at  the  sessions  of  this 
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Society.     Neither  shall  any  permanent  member,  connected  with 
such  county  society,  during  its  delinquency,  be  entitled  to  a  seat. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

MEETINGS  OP  THE   SOCIETY. 

The  Society  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting. 
ARTICLE  VIL 

OP  THE   PUNDS. 

Funds  for  defraying  the  expenses  of  the  annual  meetings,  and 
current  expenses  of  the  Society,  shall  be  raised  by  an  assessment 
on  the  county  societies,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  del^ates  to 
which  said  societies  may  be  entitled ;  and  each  permanent  member, 
who  is  in  attendance  as  such,  shall,  before  admission  to  a  seat,  pay 
an  assessment  of  three  dollars.  The  annual  income  of  this  Society, 
other  than  from  real  estate,  however,  shall  not  exceed 'the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars. 

ARTICLE  YIIL 

ON  DISCIPLINE. 

The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
the  regulations  contained  in  Article  Y.  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
the  rules  for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  members  of  this 
Society,  and  of  the  respective  county  societies  connected  with  it. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

OF  THE  CBNSOEIAL  DISTRICTS. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  into  Six  Censorial  Districts. 
ARTICLE  X. 

TENURE  OP  OPPICE. 

The  present  officers  of  the  Society  shall  continue  in  office  until 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  until  their  successors 
shall  be  lawfully  chosen. 
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ARTICLE  XL 

AMENDMENTS. 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  this  Constitution  shall 
be  made  in  writing ;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted ; 
but  if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over 
until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when  it  may  be  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  voters  present. 
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ARTICLE  I. 

DUTIES  OP  OPPIOEBS,    .    7 

Sect.  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  preserve 
order,  perform  such  other  duties  as  custom  and  parliamentary  usage 
may  require,  and  shall  open  the  annual  session  with  an  address. 
He  shall  not  be  eligible  two  terms  in  succession. 

Sect.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents,  when  called  upon,  shall  assist  the 
President  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  during  his  absence, 
or  at  his  request,  one  of  them,  in  the  order  of  their  seniority,  shall 
officiate  in  his  place. 

Sect.  3.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  corres- 
pondence, and  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually  appertain  to 
that  office. 

Sect.  4.  The  Recording  Secretaries  shall  keep  correct  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Society.  They  shall,  in  all  cases,  notify  the 
chairmen  of  committees  of  their  appointments,  and  request  them  to 
answer  in  writing  whether  or  not  they  accept.  They  shall  also 
give  due  notice  of  the  annual  meetings.  /  The  Permanent  Secretary 
shall  take  charge  of  the  minute  books  and  other  documents  of  the 
Society  immediately  after  the  close  of  each  session,  and  keep  them 
during  the  intervals ;  he  shall  also  have  charge  of  all  other  papers 
belonging  to  the  Society,  other  than  those  appertaining  to  the 
Treasurer  and  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Sect.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belonging  to  the 
Society,  and  disburse  them  as  directed,  preserving  vouchers  for  the 
same.  He  shall  annually  present  a  statement  of  the  finances  of  the 
Society,  which  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  delegates, 
to  be  audited.  He  shall  give  security  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  duties,  whenever  the  Society  shall  judge  it  requisite. 

Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Censors  of  each  district  to 
examine  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  county  societies ;  and  if 
they  find  nothing  in  the  said  laws  and  regulations  contrary  to  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  those  of  this  Society,  the  Censors  shall  indorse 


Digitized  by 


Google 


MEDICAL   SOCIETY    OP    THE    STATE    OP   PENNSYLVANIA.      173 

on  them  the  word  "  approved,"  with  their  signatures  and  the  date 
of  such  approval,  and  transmit  one  copy  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  this  Society,  and  another  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
County  Society. 

Sect.  7.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty,  in  case  of  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  a  county  society  by  a  member  who  may  conceive  him- 
self aggrieved  thereby,  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
to  give  their  decision  thereon.  They  shall  report  their  decisions 
through  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  annually. 

ARTICLE  II. 

OP  THE  MEETINGS. 

The  time  of  the  meeting  shall  be  the  second  Wednesday  in  the 
month  of  June  of  each  year.  The  place  shall  be  determined,  for 
each  succeeding  year,  by  a  vote  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

OP  THE  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Sect.  1.  A  Standing  Committee  of  five  members  shall  be  appointed 
annually,  a  majority  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  be  taken  if  possible, 
from  the  county  in  which  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society  is  to  be 
held ;  which  Committee  shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  annual  meeting,  and  report  their  proceedings  in  writing  to  the 
Society.  This  Committee  shall  also  act  as  the  Committee  on 
Credentials. 

Sect.  2.  The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  consist  of  seven 
members,  of  which  the  Recording,  the  Permanent,  and  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretaries,  and  the  Treasurer,  for » the  time  being,  shall 
form  part,  the  remainder  to  be  selected  from  the  body  of  the  Society. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  to  arrange  for 
publication,  in  conjunction  with  the  proceedings  of  the  Society,  all 
reports  and  other  documents  referred  to  them ;  to  publish,  as  far 
as  possible,  all  reports  in  full,  as  presented ;  but  to  exercise  a  discre- 
tion ary  power  as  to  what  portion  or  portions  of  the  addenda  accom- 
panying the  said  reports  shall  be  published. 

Sect.  3.  The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  issue  the  Trans- 
actions in  parts^  to  be  paged  continuously ;  and,  when  as  many  are 
issued  as  will  form  a  volume  of  about  500  pages,  shall  append  an 
index  and  title  to  the  last  part. 

Sect.  4.  The  Committee  of  Nomination  shall  designate  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  who  shall  be  a  resident  of  the 
place  at  which  the  Transactions  are  to  be  published. 
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Sect.  5.  A  Standing  Committee  of  three  members  shall  be  ap- 
pointed annually,  who  shall  examine  all  such  papers  as  may  be 
referred  to  them  by  county  societies  during  the  interim  of  the  ses- 
sions of  this  Society,  recommend  such  as  they  may  deem  worthy 
for  publication  in  the  Transactions,  and  sele6t  one  or  more  to  be 
read  and  discussed  by  the  Society ;  provided,  that  the  papers  to 
be  read  and  discussed  shall  not  exceed  in  length  three  pages  of 
foolscap. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

OP  THE  CENSORIAL  DISTRICTS. 

Sect.  1.  The  first  Censorial  District  shall  comprise  the  counties  of 
Philadelphia,  Delaware,  Chester,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  Lehigh, 
Berks,  Schuylkill,  Lebanon,  Dauphin,  and  Lancaster. 

Sect.  2.  The  second,  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Carbon,  Mon- 
roe, Pike,  Wayne,  Susquehanna,  Wyoming,  Luzerne,  Columbia, 
Montour,  Northumberland,  and  Bradford. 

Sect.  3.  The  third,  of  Lycoming,  Tioga,  Potter,  Cameron,  Clinton, 
Sullivan,  Centre,  and  Union. 

Sect.  4.  The  fourth,  of  Mifflin,  Snyder,  Juniata,  Huntingdon, 
Perry,  Cumberland,  Adams,  York,  Franklin,  Fulton,  Blair,  and 
Bedford. 

Sect.  5.  The  fifth,  of  Beaver,  Alleghany,  Washington,  Greene, 
Fayette,  Westmoreland,  Somerset,  Cambria,  Indiana,  Armstrong, 
and  Butler. 

Sect.  6.  The  sixth,  of  Mercer,  Lawrence,  Yenango,  Clarion, 
Jefierson,  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren,  Forest,  Elk,  McKean,  and  Clear- 
field ;  and  such  counties  as  have  been,  or  may  be  formed  of  the 
above  counties  in  each  district. 

Sect.  7.  For  the  present,  the  Censors  for  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Districts  shall  be  elected  conjointly,  and  shall  have  full  and  com- 
plete jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  in  either  of  these  districts. 

ARTICLE  Y. 

OF  THE  COUNTY  SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  1.  As  soon  as  a  county  society  is  organized,  the  Secretary 
thereof  shall  transmit  to  the  Censors  of  the  district  two  copies  of 
its  rules  and  regulations,  with  the  names-  of  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers ;  and  as  soon  as  one  of  the  said  copies  is  returned  with  the 
approval  of  the  said  Censors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  the  Society 
shall  be  authorized  to  elect  one  delegate  to  this  Society  for  every 
five  of  its  members,  and  one  additional  delegate  for  every  fractional 
part  over  one-half,  and  one  delegate  where  the  society  does  not 
consist  of  five  members. 
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Sect.  2.  The  county  societies  shall  report  annually  to  this  Society 
a  list  of  their  officers  and  members,  any  new  rules  which  they  may 
adopt,  and  such  other  matters  as  they  may  deem  interesting. 

Sect.  3.  Each  county  society  shall  have  full  authority  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  it  may  deem  most  efficient  for  mutual  improvement, 
for  exciting  a  spirit  of  emulation,  for  facilitating  the  dissemination 
of  useful  information,  for  promoting  friendly  intercourse  among  its 
members,  and  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science. 

Sect.  4.  Each  report  from  a  county  society  which  exceeds  three 
pages  of  foolscap  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  brief  abstract,  which 
latter  only  shall  be  read  before  this  Society. 

Sect.  5.  Each  county  society  shall  append  to  its  annual  report 
brief  notices  of  such  of  its  members  as  may  have  died  during  the 
year. 

Sect.  6.  The  secretaries  of  the  county  societies,  at  least  two 
weeks  before  each  annual  session  of  this  Society,  shall  forward 
certified  lists  of  their  respective  delegates  to  the  Permanent  Secre- 
tary, who  shall  therefrom  prepare  a  list  of  all  the  delegates  to  be 
handed  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

Sect.  7.  County  societies  shall  encourage  the  preparation  of  brief 
papers  by  their  members,  communicating  the  results  of  their  obser- 
vations and  experiments  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and  particularly 
in  regard  to  new  remedies,  and  the  new  application  of  old  remedies, 
or  notes  of  rare  and  interesting  cases ;  and  refer  such  of  these  plipers 
as  they  may  deem  meritorious  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  this 
Society  for  examination,  discussion,  or  publication,  as  the  latter 
may  direct. 

ARTICLE  YI. 

DELEOATES. 

Sect.  1.  The  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
to  the  several  State  societies  shall  report  briefly  in  writing,  such 
items  of  general  interest  as  may  have  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
bodies  to  which  they  were  respectively  delegated. 

Sect.  2.  Should  any  representative  from  this  Society  to  a  sister 
society,  or  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  find  that  he  shall 
not  be  able  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  he  shall,  in 
due  time,  notify  the  President  of  this  Society,  who,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Censors  of  the  district  to  which  the  representative  belongs, 
shall  appoint  some  member  to  supply  his  place. 
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ARTICLE  VIL 

OP  THE  ORDER  OF  BUSINESS. 

1.  The  President,  or,  in  bis  absence,  one  of  the  Yice-Presidents, 
shall  call  to  order;  or  in  case  of  the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  a 
chairman  shall  be  appointed  pro  tempore. 

2.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  Credentials, 

3.  Calling  the  rolL 

4.  President's  address. 

5.  Reading  the  minutes. 

6.  Any  business  which  requires  early  consideration  may,  by  per- 
mission, be  introduced. 

7.  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

8.  Reports  from  the  county  societies. 

9.  The  correspondence  shall  be  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary. 

10.  Reports  from  the  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation and  State  societies. 

11.  Written  communications  on  medical  subjects  may  be  read 
and  discussed.  , 

12.  Oral  communications  may  be  made  and  discussed. 

13.  Resolutions  introducing  new  business. 

1^  The  selection  of  a  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  So<5iety. 

15.  Election  of  officers. 

16.  Unfinished  and  miscellaneous  business. 

17.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

PROVISIONS  FOR  AMENDMENTS. 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  these  By-Laws  shall  be 
made  in  writing;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted ;  but 
if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over 
until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when,  if  it  receive  the  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  voters  present,  it  shall  be  adopted. 
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STANDING  RESOLUTIONS. 


The  Society  ordered  fifty  copies  of  the  Transactions,  over  the 
number  requisite  for  distribution  by  the  Society,  to  be  published. 
(Yide  Transactions  for  1863,  p.  174.) 

Resolved,  That  the  members  of  this  Society  deem  it  unadvisable 
to  send  their  students  to  schools  whose  teachers  do  not  become 
members  of  a  county  society.  (Vide  Transactions  of  1866,  page 
18.)   , 

Resolved,  That  this  Society  earnestly  recommends  to  the  county 
societies  the  annual  registration  of  all  the  regular  practitioners  of 
the  State,  and  that  the  names  and  residences  of  such  practitioners, 
with  the  names  of  the  schools  in  which  they  may  have  graduated 
and  the  date  of  their  diplomas,  be  annually  reported  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  each  new  year,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  reported  by  him  at  each  annual  meet- 
ing.    (Yide  Transactions  for  1869,  page  276.) 

Whereas,  The  meetings  of  this  Society  are  a  cause  of  great 
troujble  and  expense  to  the  physicians  of  the  place  where  they  are 
held,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  all  public  entertainments  on  their  part 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  instead  thereof  there  shall  be  an  annual 
dinner,  towards  the  payment  of  whiqh  each  member  subscribing  to 
it  shall  contribute  an  equal  sum.  (Yide  Transactions  1870,  page 
23.) 

Resolved,  That  this  provision  is  not  designed  to  conflict  in  any 
manner  with  the  acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  Society  of  private 
entertainments  by  physicians  and  citizens  of  the  place  of  meeting. 
(Ibid.) 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  omit  from  the  roll 
of  permanent  members,  according  to  the  Constitution,  all  names  in 
regard  to  which  they  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  are  no 
longer  retained  on  the  roll  of  members  of  the  county  society  from 
which  they  were  originally  delegated,  or  through  which  they^  ob- 
tained their  permanent  membership  in  this  Society.  (Yide  Trans- 
actions 1870,  page  26.) 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  be  also  instructed  to  print  here- 
after for  convenient  reference,  the  names  of  the  ofllcers  and  mem- 
bers of  all  the  county  societies,  together,  at  the  end  of  each  number 
of  the  Transactions,  in  alphabetical  order,  the  officers  of  said  socie- 
ties to  be  designated  by  their  appropriate  initials.     (Ibid.) 

Resolved,  That  in  order  that  the  Transactions  may  serve  more 
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fully  as  a  directory  for  learning  the  names  and  residences  of  the 
respectable  practitioners  in  the  counties  in  which  county  organiza- 
tions exist,  the  societies  be  again  urged  to  carry  out  more  faithfully 
the  law  of  this  Society,  requiring  each-  county  society  to  furnish 
annually  for  publication  a  correct  list  of  its  officers  and  members. 

Resolved^  That  since  many  numbers  of  the   Transactions  are 
entirely  out  of  print,  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  exchange  any  numbers  of  the  Transactions  of  which 
there  are  on  hand  more  than  five  copies  for  any  number  of  which 
the  Society  has  none.    (Ibid.) 

Resolved^  That  in  the  future  a  business  committee  of  three  [shall] 
be  appointed  [at  the  beginning  of  each  annual  session  (?)'],  to 
whom  all  matters  shall  be  referred  before  being  brought  before  the 
Society  for  action.    (Yide  Transactions  1870,  page  27.) 

■  Chairman  of  Com.  of  Pab. 
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OP  THE  DUTIES  OP  PHYSICIANS  TO  THEIR  PATIENTS  AND  OP  THE 
OBLIGATIONS  OF  PATIENTS  TO  THEIR  PHYSICIANS. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  physicians  to  their  patients. 

§  1.  A  physician  should  not  only  be  ever  ready  to  obey  the  calls 
of  the  sick,  but  his  mind  ought  also  to  be  imbued  with  the  greatness 
of  his  mission,  and  the  responsibility  he  habitually  incurs  in  its  dis- 
charge. Those  obligations  are  the  more  deep  and  enduring,  because 
there  is  no  tribunal  other  than  his  own  conscience  to  adjudge  penal- 
ties for  carelessness  or  neglect.  Physicians  should,  therefore,  min- 
ister to  the  sick  with  due  impressions  of  the  importance  of  their 
office ;  reflecting  that  the  ease,  the  health,  and  the  lives  of  those 
committed  to  their  charge  depend  on  their  skill,  attention,  and  fide- 
lity. They  should  study,  also,  in  their  deportment,  so  to  imite  ten- 
derness with  firmness  J  and  condescension  with  authority  ^  as  to  inspire 
the  minds  of  their  patients  with  gratitude,  respect,  and  confidence. 

§  2.  Every  case  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  physician  should 
be  treated  with  attention,  steadiness,  and  humanity.  Reasonable 
indulgence  should  be  granted  to  the  mental  imbecility  and  caprices 
of  the  sick.  Secrecy  and  delicacy,  when  required  by  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, should  be  strictly  observed;  and  the  familiar  and 
confidential  intercourse  to  which  physicians  are  admitted  in  their 
professional  visits,  should  be  used  with  discretion,  and  with  the 
most  scrupulous  regard  to  fidelity  and  honor.  The  obligation  of 
secrecy  extends  beyond  the  period  of  professional  services  ; — ^none 
of  the  privacies  of  personal  and  domestic  life,  no  infirmity  of  dispo- 
sition or  flaw  of  character  observed  during  professional  attendance, 
should  ever  be  divulged  by  the  physician  except  when  he  is  impera- 
tively required  to  do  so.  The  force  and  necessity  of  this  obligation 
are  indeed  so  great,  that  professional  men  have,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, been  protected  in  their  observance  of  secrecy  by  courts 
of  justice. 
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§  3.  Frequent  visits  to  the  sick  are  in  general  requisite,  since  they 
enable  the  physician  to  arrive  at  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
disease — to  meet  promptly  every  change  which  may  occur,  and  also 
tend  to  preserve  the  confidence  of  the  patient.  But  unnecessary 
visits  are  to  be  avoided,  as  they  give  useless  anxiety  to  the  patient, 
tend  to  diminish  the  authority  of  the  physician,  and  render  him  lia- 
ble to  be  suspected  of  interested  motives. 

§  4.  A  physician  should  not  be  forward  to  make  gloomy  prognos- 
tications, because  they  savor  of  empiricism,  by  magnifying  the  import- 
ance of  his  services  in  the  treatment  or  cure  of  the  disease.  But  he 
should  not  fail,  on  proper  occasion's,  to  give  to  the  friends  of  the 
patient  timely  notice  of  danger  when  it  really  occurs;  and  even  to 
the  patient  himself,  if  absolutely  necessary.  This  office,  however,  is 
so  peculiarly  alarming  when  executed  by  him,  that  it  ought  to  be  de- 
clined whenever  it  can  be  assigned  to  any  other  person  of  sufficient 
judgment  and  delicacy.  For,  the  physician  should  be  the  minister 
of  hope  and  comfort  to  the  sick;  that,  by  such  cordials  to  the  droop- 
ing spirit,  he  may  smooth  the  bed  of  death,  revive  expiring  life,  and 
counteract  the  depressing  influence  of  those  maladies  which  often 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  most  resigned  in  their  last  moments. 
The  life  of  a  sick  person  can  be  shortened  not  only  by  the  acts,  but 
also  by  the  words  or  the  manner  of  a  physician.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
sacred  duty  to  guard  himself  carefully  in  this  respect,  and  to  avoid 
all  thmgs  which  have  a  tendency  to  discourage  the  patient  and  to 
depress  his  spirits. 

§  5.  A  physician  ought  not  to  abandon  a  patient  because  the  case 
is  deemed  incurable  ;  for  his  attendance  may  continue  to  be  highly 
useful  to  the  patient,  and  comforting  to  the  relatives  around  him, 
even  in  the  last  period  of  a  fatal  malady,  by  alleviating  pain  and 
other  symptoms,  and  by  soothing  mental  anguish.  To  decline  at- 
tendance, under  such  circumstances,  would  be  sacrificing  to  fanciful 
delicacy  and  mistaken  liberality,  that  moral  duty,  which  is  independ- 
ent of,  and  far  superior  to,  all  pecuniary  consideration. 

§  6.  Consultations  should  be  promoted  in  difficult  or  protracted 
cases,  as  they  give  rise  to  confidence,  energy,  and  more  enlarged 
views  in  practice. 

§  7.  The  opportunity  which  a  physician  not  unfrequently  enjoys 
of  promoting  and  strengthening  the  good  resolutions  of  his  patient, 
suff*ering  under  the  consequences  of  vicious  conduct,  ought  never 
to  be  neglected.  His  counsels,  or  even  remonstrances,  will  give 
satisfaction,  not  offence,  if  they  be  proffered  with  politeness,  and 
evince  a  genuine  love  of  virtue,  accompanied  by  sincere  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  person'to  whom  they  are  addressed* 
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Aet.  II. — Obligations  of  patients  to  their  physicians. 

§  K  The  members  of  the  medical  profession,  upon  whom  is  en- 
foined  the  performance  of  so  many  important  and  arduous  duties 
towards  the  community,  and  who  are  required  to  make  so  many 
sacrifices  of  comfort,  ease,  and  health,  for  the  welfare  of  those  who 
avail  themselves  of  their  services,  certainly  have  a  right  to  expect 
and  require,  that  their  patients  should  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the 
duties  which  they  owe  to  their  medical  attendants. 

§  2.  The  first  duty  of  a  patient  is  to  select  as  his  medical  adviser 
one  who  has  received  a  regular  professional  education.  In  no  trade 
or  occupation  do  mankind  rely  on  the  skill  of  an  untaught  artist ; 
and  in  medicine,  confessedly  the  most  difficult  and  intricate  of  the 
sciences,  the  world  ought  not  to  suppose  that  knowledge  is  intuitive. 

§  3.  Patients  should  prefer  a  physician  whose  habits  of  life  are 
regular,  and  who  is  not  devoted  to  company,  pleasure,  or  to  any 
pursuit  incompatible  with  his  professional  obligations.  A  patient 
should,  also,  confide  the  care  of  himself  and  family,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  one  physician;  for  a  medical  man  who  has  become 
acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  constitution,  habits,  and  pre- 
dispositions of  those  he  attends,  is  more  likely  to  be  successful  in 
his  treatment  than  one  who  does  not  possess  that  knowledge. 

A  patient  who  has  thus  selected  his  physician  should  always 
apply  for  advice  in  what  may  appear  to  him  trivial  cases,  for  the 
most  fatal  results  often  supervene  on  the  slightest  accidents.  It  is 
of  still  more  importance  that  he  should  apply  for  assistance  in  the 
forming  stage  of  violent  diseases ;  it  is  to  a  neglect  of  this  precept 
that  medicine  owes  much  of  the  uncertainty  and  imperfection  with 
which  it  has  been  reproached. 

§  4.  Patients  should  faithfully  and  unreservedly  communicate  to 
their  physician  the  supposed  c&use  of  their  disease.  This  is  the 
more  important,  as  many  diseases  of  a  mental  origin  simulate  those 
depending  on  external  causes,  and  yet  are  only  to  be  cured  by 
ministering  to  the  mind  diseased.  A  patient  should  never  be  afraid 
of  thus  making  his  physician  his  friend  and  adviser ;  he  should 
always  bear  in  mind  that  a  medical  man  is  under  the  strongest 
obligations  of  secrecy.  Even  the  female  sex  should  never  allow* 
feelings  of  shame  or  delicacy  to  prevent  their  disclosing  the  seat, 
symptoms,  and  causes  of  complaints  peculiar  to  them.  However 
commendable  a  modest  reserve  may  be  in  the  common  occurrences 
of  life,  its  strict  observance  in  medicine  is  often  attended  with  the 
most  serious  consequences,  and  a  patient  may  sink  under  a  painful 
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and  loathsome  disease  which  might  have  been  readily  prevented 
had  timely  intimation  been  given  to  the  physician. 

§  5.  A  patient  should  never  weary  his  physician  with  a  tedious 
detail  of  events  or  matters  not  appertaining  to  his  disease.  Even 
as  relates  to  his  actual  symptoms,  he  will  convey  much  more  real 
information  by  giving  clear  answers  to  interrogatories,  than  by 
the  most  minute  account  of  his  own  framing.  Neither  should  he 
obtrude  upon  his  4)hysician  the  details  of  his  business  nor  the 
history  of  his  family  concerns. 

§  6.  The  obedience  of  a  patient  to  the  prescriptions  of  his  phy- 
sician should  be  prompt  and  implicit.  He  should  never  permit  his 
own  crude  opinions  as  to  their  fitness  to  influence  his  attention  to 
them.  A  failure  in  one  particular  may  render  an  otherwise  judicious 
treatment  dangerous,  and  even  fatal.  This  remark  is  equally  appli- 
cable to  diet,  drink,  and  exercise.  As  patients  become  convalescent, 
they  are  very  apt  to  suppose  that  the  rules  prescribed  for  them 
may  be  disregarded,  and  the  consequence,  but  too  often,  is  a  relapse. 
Patients  should  never  allow  themselves  to  be  persuaded  to  take 
any  medicine  whatever,  that  may  be  recommended  to  them  by  the 
self-constituted  doctors  and  doctresses  who  are  so  frequently  met 
with,  and  who  pretend  to  possess  infallible  remedies  for  the  cure  of 
every  disease.  However  simple  some  of  their  prescriptions  may 
appear  to  be,  it  often  happens  that  they  are  productive  of  much 
mischief,  and  in  all  cases  they  are  injurious,  by  contravening  the 
plan  of  treatment  adopted  by  the  physician. 

§  7.  A  patient  should,  if  possible,  avoid  even  the  friendly  visits 
of  a  physician  who  is  not  attending  him — and  when  he  does  receive 
them,  he  should  never  converse  on  the  subject  of  his  disease,  as  an 
observation  may  be  made,  without  any  intention  of  interference, 
which'  may  destroy  his  confidence  in  the  course  he  is  pursuing, 
and  induce  him  to  neglect  the  directions  prescribed  to  him.  A 
patient  should  never  send  for  a  consulting  physician  without  the 
express  consent  of  his  own  medical  attendant.  It  is  of  great  im- 
portance that  physicians  should  act  in  concert ;  for,  although  their 
modes  of  treatment  may  be  attended  with  equal  success  when  em- 
ployed singly,  yet  conjointly  they  are  very  likely  to  be  productive 
pf  disastrous  results. 

§  8.  When  a  patient  wishes  to  dismiss  his  physician,  justice  and 
common  courtesy  require  that  he  should  declare  his  reasons  for  so 
doing. 

§  9.  Patients  should  always,  when  practicable,  send  for  their 
physician  in  the  morning,  before  his  usual  hour  of  going  out ;  for, 
by  being  early  aware  of  the  visits  he  has  to  pay  during  the  day. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


OODE    or    MEDICAL   ETHl'OS.  183 

the  physician  is  able  to  apportion  his  time  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  an  interference  of  engagements.  Patients  should  also 
avoid  calling  on  their  medical  adviser  unnecessarily  during  the 
hours  devoted  to  meals  or  sleep.  They  should  always  be  in  readi- 
ness to  receive  the  visits  of  their  physician,  as  the  detention  of  a 
kw  minutes  is  often  of  serious  inconvenience  to  him. 

§  10.  A  patient  should,  after  his  recovery,  entertain  a  just  and 
enduring  sense  of  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  him  by  his 
physician;  for  these  are  of  such  a  character,  that  no  mere  pecuniary 
acknowledgment  can  repay  or  cancel  them. 

OF  THE  DUTIES  OP  PHYSICIANS  TO  EACH  OTHER,  AND  TO  THE 
PROFESSION  AT  LARGE. 

Art.  I. — Duties  for  the  support  of  professional  character, 

§  1.  Every  individual,  on  entering  the  profession,  as  he  becomes 
thereby  entitled  to  all  its  privileges  and  immunities,  incurs  an  obli- 
gation to  exert  his  best  abilities  to  maintain  its  dignity  and  honor, 
to  exalt  its  standing,  and  to  extend  the  bounds  of  its  usefulness. 
He  should,  therefore,  observe  strictly  such  laws  as  are  instituted 
for  the  government  of  its  members ; — should  avoid  all  contume- 
lious and  sarcastic  remarks  relative  to  the  faculty  as  a  body ;  and 
while,  by  unwearied  diligence,  he  resorts  to  every  honorable  means 
of  enriching  the  science,  he  should  entertain  a  due  respect  for  his 
seniors,  who  have,  by  their  labors,  brought  it  to  the  elevated  con- 
dition in  which  he  finds  it. 

§  2.  There  is  no  profession,  from  the  members  of  which  greater 
purity  of  character,  and  a  higher  standard  of  moral  excellence  are 
required,  than  the  medical ;  and  to  attain  such  eminence,  is  a  duty 
every  physician  owes  alike  to  his  profession  and  to  his  patients. 
It  is  due  to  the  latter,  as  without  it  he  cannot  command  their  re- 
spect and  confidence,  and  to  both  because  no  scientific  attainments 
can  compensate  for  the  want  of  correct  moral  principles.  It  is  also 
incumbent  upon  the  faculty  to  be  temperate  in  all  things,  for  the 
practice  of  physic  requires  the  unremitting  exercise  of  a  clear  and 
vigorous  understanding;  and,  on  emergencies  for  which  no  profes- 
sional man  should  be  unprepared,  a  steady  hand,  an  acute  eye,  and 
an  unclouded  head  may  be  essential  to  the  well-being,  and  even  to 
the  life,  of  a  fellow-creature. 

§  3.  It  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession  to  resort  to 
public  advertisements,  or  private  cards,  or  handbills,  inviting  the 
attention  of  individuals  affected  with  particular  diseases — publiclj' 
offering  advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor  gratis,  or  promising  radi- 
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cal  cures ;  or  to  publish  cases  and  operations  in  the  daily  prints,  or 
suffer  such  publications  to  be  made ;  to  invite  laymen  to  be  present 
at  operations,  to  boast  of  cures  and  remedies,  to  adduce  certificates 
of  skill  and  success,  or  to  perform  any  other  similar  acts.  These 
are  the  ordinary  practices  of  empirics,  and  are  highly  reprehensible 
in  a  regular  physician. 

§  4.  Equally  derogatory  to  professional  character  is  it  for  a  phy- 
sician to  hold  a  patent  for  any  surgical  instrument  or  medicine ;  or 
to  dispense  a  secret  noatrum^  whether  it  be  the  composition  or  ex- 
clusive property  of  himself  or  of  others.  For,  if  such  nostrum  be 
of  real  efiScacy,  any  concealment  regarding  it  is  inconsistent  with 
beneficence  and  professional  liberality ;  and  if  mystery  alone  give  it 
value  and  importance,  such  craft  implies  either  disgraceful  igno- 
rance or  fraudulent  avarice.  It  is  also  reprehensible  for  physicians 
to  give  certificates  attesting  the  efiScacy  of  patent  or  secret  medi- 
cines, or  in  any  way  to  promote  the  use  of  them. 

Abt.  U.-^ Professional  services  of  physicians  to  each  other. 

§  1.  All  practitioners  of  medicine,  their  wives,  and  their  children 
while  under  the  paternal  care,  are  entitled  to  the  gratuitous  ser- 
vices of  any  one  or  more  of  the  faculty  residing  near  them,  whose 
assistance  may  be  desired.  A  physician  afiSicted  with  disease  is 
usually  an  incompetent  judge  of  his  own  case ;  and  the  natural 
anxiety  and  solicitude  which  he  experiences  at  the  sickness  of  a 
wife,  a  child,  or  any  one  who,  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  is  ren- 
dered peculiarly  dear  to  him,  tend  to  obscure  his  judgment,  and 
produce  timidity  and  irresolution  in  his  practice.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, medical  men  are  peculiarly  dependent  upon  each  other, 
and  kind  ofSces  and  professional  aid  should  always  be  cheerfully 
and  gratuitously  afforded.  Visits  ought  not,  however,  to  be  ob- 
truded oflaciously;  as  such  unasked  civility  may  give  rise  to 
embarrassment,  or  interfere  with  that  choice  on  which  confidence 
depends.  But,  if  a  distant  member  of  the  faculty,  whose  circum- 
stances are  afifluent,  request  attendance,  and  an  honorarium  be 
offered,  it  should  not  be  declined;  for  no  pecuniary  obligation 
ought  to  be  imposed,  which  the  party  receiving  it  would  wish  not 
to  incur. 

Art.  III. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  as  respects  vicarious  offices. 

§  1.  The  affairs  of  life,  the  pursuit  of  health,  and  the  various 
accidents  and  contingencies  to  which  a  medical  man  is  peculiarly 
exposed,  sometimes  require  him  temporarily  to  withdraw  from  his 
duties  to  his  patients,  and  to  request  some  x>f  his  professional 
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brethren  to  oflBciate  for  him.  Compliance  with  this  request  is  an 
act  of  courtesy,  which  should  always  be  performed  with  the  utmost 
consideration  for  the  interest  and  character  of  the  family  physician, 
and  when  exercised  for  a  short  period,  all  the  pecuniary  obligations 
for  such  service  should  be  awarded  to  him.  But  if  a  member  of 
the  profession  neglect  his  business  in  quest  of  pleasure  and  amuse- 
ment, he  cannot  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  the 
frequent  and  long-continued  exercise  of  this  fraternal  courtesy, 
without  awarding  to  the  physician  who  officiates,  the  fees  arising 
from  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties. 

In  obstetrical  and  important  surgical  cases,  which  give  rise  to 
unusual  fatigue,  anxiety,  and  responsibility,  it  is  just  that  the 
fees  accruing  therefrom  should  be  awarded  to  the  physician  who 
officiates. 

Art.  TV, — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  consultations. 

§  1.  A  regular  medical  education  furnishes  the  only  presump- 
tive evidence  of  professional  abilities  and  acquirements,  and  ought 
to  be  the  only  acknowledged  right  of  an  individual  to  the  exercise 
and  honors  of  his  profession.  Nevertheless,  as  in  consultations 
the  good  of  the  patient  is  the  sole  object  in  view,  and  this  is  often 
dependent  on  personal  confidence,  no  intelligent  regular  practitioner, 
who  has  a  license  to  practise  from  some  medical  board  of  known 
and  acknowledged  respectability,  recognized  by  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  and  who  is  in  good  moral  and  professional  standing 
in  the  place  in  which  he  resides,  should  be  fastidiously  excluded 
from  fellowship,  or  his  aid  refused  in  consultation,  when  it  is 
requested  by  the  patient.  But  no  one  can  be  considered  as  a  regular 
practitioner  or  a  fit  associate  in  consultation,  whose  practice  is  based 
on  an  exclusive  dogma,  to  the  rejection  of  the  accumulated  ex- 
perience of  the  profession,  and  of  the  aids  actually  furnished  by 
anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  organic  chemistry. 

§  2.  In  consultations,  no  rivalship  or  jealousy  should  be  in- 
dulged ;  candor,  probity,  and  all  due  respect  should  be  exercised 
towards  the  physician  having  charge  of  the  case. 

§  3.  In  consultations,  the  attending  physician  should  be  the  first 
to  propose  the  necessary  questions  to  the  sick;  after  which  the  con- 
sulting physician  should  have  the  opportunity  to  make  such  further 
inquiries  of  the  patient  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  him  of  the 
true  character  of  the  case.  Both  physicians  should  then  retire  to  a 
private  place  for  deliberation ;  and  the  one  first  in  attendance  should 
communicate  the  directions  agreed  upon  to  the  patient  or  his  friends, 
as  well  as  any  opinions  which  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  express. 
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But  no  statement  or  discussion  of  it  should  take  place  before  the 
patient  or  his  friends,  except  in  the  presence  of  all  the  faculty  at- 
tending, and  by  their  common  consent ;  and  no  opinions  or  prognos- 
tications should  be  delivered  which  are  not  the  result  of  previous 
deliberation  and  concurrence. 

§  4.  In  consultations,  the  physician  in  attendance  should  deliver 
his  opinion  first;  and  when  there  are  several  consulting,  they  should 
deliver  their  opinions  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been  called 
in.  No  decision,  however,  should  restrain  the  attending  physician 
from  making  such  variations  in  the  mode  of  treatment  as  any  sub- 
sequent unexpected  change  in  the  character  of  the  case  may  demand. 
But  such  variation,  and  the  reasons  for  it  ought  to  be  carefully  de- 
tailed at  the  next  meeting  in  consultation.  The  same  privilege 
belongs  also  to  the  consulting  physician  if  he  is  sent  for  in  an  emer- 
gency, when  the  regular  attendant  is  out  of  the  way,  and  similar 
explanations  must  be  made  by  him  at  the  next  consultation. 

§  5.  The  utmost  punctuality  should  be  observed  in  the  visits  of 
physicians  when  they  are  to  hold  consultation  together,  and  this  is 
generally  practicable,  for  society  has  been  considerate  enough  to 
allow  the  plea  of  a  professional  engagement  to  take  precedence  of 
all  others,  and  to  be  an  ample  reason  for  the  relinquishment  of  any 
present  occupation.  But,  as  professional  engagements  may  some- 
times interfere,  and  delay  one  of  the  parties,  the  physician  who  first 
arrives  should  wait  for  his  associate  a  reasonable  period,  after  which 
the  consultation  should  be  considered  as  postponed  to  a  new  ap- 
pointment. If  it  be  the  attending  physician  who  is  present,  he  will 
of  course  see  the  patient  and  prescribe ;  but  if  it  be  the  consulting 
one,  he  should  retire,  except  in  case  of  emergency,  or  when  he  has 
been  called  from  a  considerable  distance,  in  which  latter  case  he 
may  examine  the  patient,  ana  give  his  opinion  in  writing^  and  under 
seal^  to  be  delivered  to  his  associate. 

§  6.  In  consultations,  theoretical  discussions  should  be  avoided^ 
as  occasioning  perplexity  and  loss  of  time.  For  there  may  be  much 
diversity  of  opinion  concerning  speculative  points,  with  perfect 
agreement  in  those  modes  of  practice  which  are  founded,  not  oa 
hypothesis,  but  on  experience  and  observation. 

§  7.  All  discussions  in  consultation  should  be  held  as  secret  and 
confidential.  Neither  by  words  nor  manner  should  any  of  the 
parties  to  a  consultation  assert  or  insinuate  that  any  part  of  the 
treatment  pursued  did  not  receive  his  assent.  The  responsibility 
must  be  equally  divided  between  the  medical  attendants — ^they 
must  equally  share  the  credit  of  success  as  well  as  the  blame  of 
failure. 
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§  8.  Should  an  irreconcilable  diversity  of  opinion  occur  when 
several  physicians  are  called  upon  to  consult  together,  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  should  be  considered  as  decisive ;  but  if  the  num- 
bers be  equal  on  each  side,  then  the  decision  should  rest  with  the 
attending  physician.  It  may,  moreover,  sometimes  happen,  that 
two  physicians  cannot  agree  in  their  views  of  the  nature  of  a  case, 
and  the  treatment  to  be  pursued.  This  is  a  circumstance  much  to 
be  deplored,  and  should  always  be  avoided,  if  possible,  by  mutual 
concessions,  as  far  as  they  can  be  justified  by  a  conscientious  regard 
for  the  dictates  of  judgment.  But  in  the  event  of  its  occurrence,  a 
third  physician  should,  if  practicable,  be  called  to  act  as  umpire;  and 
if  circumstances  prevent  the  adoption  of  this  course,  it  must  be  left 
to  the  patient  to  select  the  physician  in  whom  he  is  most  willing  to 
confide.  But,  as  every  physician  relies  upon  the  rectitude  of  his 
judgment,  he  should,  when  left  in  the  minority,  politely  and  consist- 
ently retire  from  any  further  deliberation  in  the  consultation,  or 
participation  in  the  management  of  the  case. 

§  9.  As  circumstances  sometimes  occur  to  render  a  special  con- 
suUation  desirable,  when  the  continued  attendance  of  two  physicians 
might  be  objectionable  to  the  patient,  the  member  of  the  faculty 
whose  assistance  is  required  in  such  cases,  should  sedulously  guard 
against  all  future  unsolicited  attendance.  As  such  consultations 
require  an  extraordinary  portion  both  of  time  and  attention,  at 
least  a  double  honorarium  may  be  reasonably  expected. 

§  10.  A  physician  who  is  called  upon  to  consult,  should  observe 
the  most  honorable  and  scrupulous  regard  for  the  character  and 
standing  of  the  practitioner  in  attendance ;  the  practice  of  the  lat- 
ter, if  necessary,  should  be  justified  as  far  as  it  can  be,  consistently 
with  a  conscientious  regard  for  truth,  and  no  hint  or  insinuation 
should  be  thrown  out  which  could  impair  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him,  or  affect  his  reputation.  The  consulting  physician  should 
also  carefully  refrain  from  any  of  those  extraordinary  attentions  or 
assiduities,  which  are  too  often  practised  by  the  dishonest  for  the 
base  purpose  of  gaining  applause,  or  ingratiating  themselves  into 
the  favor  of  families  and  individuals. 

Art.  V. — Duties  of  physicians  in  cases  of  interference. 

§  1.  Medicine  is  a  liberal  profession,  and  those  admitted  into  its 
ranks  should  found  their  expectations  of  practice  upon  the  extent 
of  their  qualifications,  not  intrigue  or  artifice. 

§  2.  A  physician  in  his  intercourse  with  a  patient  under  the  care 
of  another  practitioner,  should  observe  the  strictest  caution  and 
reserve.    No  meddling  inquiries  should  be  made — ^no  disingenuous 
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bints  given  relative  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  his  disorder;  nor 
any  course  of  conduct  pursued  that  may  directly  or  indirectly  tend 
to  diminish  the  trust  reposed  in  the  physician  employed. 

§  3.  The  same  circumspection  and  reserve  should  be  observed 
when,  from  motives  of  business  or  friendship,  a  physician  is 
prompted  to  visit  an  individual  who  is  under  the  direction  of 
another  practitioner.  Indeed,- such  visits  should  be  avoided  except 
under  peculiar  circumstances ;  and  when  they  are  made,  no  particu- 
lar inquiries  should  be  instituted  relative  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  or  the  remedies  employed,  but  the  topics  of  conversation 
should  be  as  foreign  to  the  case  as  ^circumstances  will  admit. 

§  4.  A  physician  ought  not  to  take  charge  of  or  prescribe  for  a 
patient  who  has  recently  been  under  the  care  of  another  member  of 
the  faculty  in  the  same  illness,  except  in  cases  of  sudden  emergency^ 
or  in  consultation  with  the  physician  previously  in  attendance,  or 
when  the  latter  has  relinquished  the  case,  or  been  regularly  notified 
that  his  services  are  no  longer  desired.  Under  such  circumstances, 
no  unjust  and  illiberal  insinuations  should  be  thrown  out  in  relation 
to  the  conduct  or  practice  previously  pursued,  which  should  be 
justified  as  far  as  candor  and  regard  for  truth  and  probity  will 
permit ;  for  it  often  happens  that  patients  become  dissatisfied  when 
they  do  not  experience  immediate  relief,  and  as  many  diseases  are 
naturally  protracted,  the  want  of  success,  in  the  first  stage  of 
treatment,  affords  no  evidence  of  a  lack  of  professional  knowledge 
and  skill. 

§  5.*  When  a  physician  is  called  to  an  urgent  case  because,  the 
family  attendant  is  not  at  hand,  he  ought,  unless  his  assistance  in 
consultation  be  desired,  to  resign  the  care  of  the  patient  to  the  latter 
immediately  on  his  arrival. 

§  6.  It  often  happens  in  cases  of  sudden  illness,  or  of  recent 
accidents  and  injuries,  owing  to  the  alarm  and  anxiety  of  friends, 
that  a  number  of  physicians  are  simultaneously  sent  for.  Under 
these  circumstances,  courtesy  should  assign  the  patient  to  the  first 
who  arrives,  who  should  select  from  those  present  any  additional 
assistance  that  he  may  deem  necessary.  In  all  such  cases,  however, 
the  practitioner  who  officiates  should  request  the  family  physician, 
if  there  be  one,  to  be  called,  and,  unless  his  further  attendance  be 
requested,  should  resign  the  case  to  the  latter  on  his  arrival. 

§  7.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  the  patient  of  another  practi- 
tioner, in  consequence  of  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the  latter,  he 
ought,  on  the  return  or  recovery  of  the  regular  attendant  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  patient,  to  surrender  the  case. 

[The  expression,  "  patient  of  another  practitioner,"  is  understood 
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to  mean  a  patient  who  may  have  been  under  the  charge  of  another 
practitioner  at  the  time  of  the  attack  of  sickness,  or  departure  from 
home  of  the  latter,  or  who  may  have  called  for  his  attendance  dur- 
ing his  absence  or  sickness,  or  in  any  other  manner  given  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  regarded  the  said  physician  as  his  regular  medi- 
cal attendant.] 

§  8.  A  physician,  when  visiting  a  sick  person  in  the  country, 
may  be  desired  to  see  a  neighboring  patient  who  is  under  the  regu- 
lar direction  of  another  physician,  in  consequence  of  some  sudden 
change  or  aggravation  of  symptoms.  The  conduct  to  be  pursued 
on  such  an  occasion  is  to  give  advice  adapted  to  present  circum- 
stances ;  to  interfere  no  further  than  is  absolutely  necessary  with 
the  general  plan  of  treatment ;  to  assume  no  future  direction,  unless 
it  be  expressly  desired ;  and,  in  this  last  case,  to  request  an  imme- 
diate consultation  with  the  practitioner  previously  employed. 

§  9.  A  wealthy  physician  should  not  give  advice  gratis  to  the 
affluent;  because  his  doing  so  is  an  injury  to  his  professional 
brethren.  The  office  of  a  physician  can  never  be  supported  as  an 
exclusively  beneficent  one  ;  and  it  is  defrauding,  in  some  degree, 
the  common  funds  for  its  support,  when  fees  are  dispensed  with 
which  might  justly  be  claimed. 

§  10.  When  a  physician  who  has  been  engaged  to  attend  a  case 
of  midwifery  is  absent,  and  another  is  sent  for,  if  delivery  is  accom- 
plished during  the  attendance  of  the  latter,  he  is  entitled  to  the  fee, 
but  should  resign  the  patient  to  the  practitioner  first  engaged. 

Art.  YI. — Of  differences  between  phyisicians. 

§  1.  Diversity  of  opinion  and  opposition  of  interest  may,  in  the 
medical  as  in  other  professions,  sometimes  occasion  controversy 
and  even  contention.  Whenever  such  cases  unfortunately  occur, 
and  cannot  be  immediately  terminated,  they  should  be  referred  to 
the  arbitration  of  a  sufficient  number  of  physicians  or  a  court- 
medical^  or,  where  both  parties  are  members  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  their  county,  to  the  Censors. 

§  2.  As  peculiar  reserve  must  be  maintained  by  physicians 
towards  the  public,  in  regard  to  professional  matters,  and  as  there 
exist  numerous  points  in  medical  ethics  and  etiquette  through 
which  the  feelings  of  medical  men  may  be  painfully  assailed  in 
their  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  which  cannot  be  understood 
or  appreciated  by  general  society,  neither  the  subject-matter  of  such 
differences  nor  the  adjudication  of  the  arbitrators  should  be  made 
public,  as  publicity  in  a  case  of  this  nature  may  be  personally 
injurious  to  the  individuals  concerned,  and  can  hardly  fail  to  bring 
discredit  on  the  faculty. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


190  '  OODE    OF    MEDICAL    ETHI08. 

Art.  VII. — Of  pecuniary  acknowledgments. 

Some  general  rules  should  be  adopted  by  the  faculty,  in  every 
town  or  district,  relative  to  pecuniary  acknowledgments  from  their 
patients ;  and  it  should  be  deemed  a  point  of  honor  to  adhere  to 
these  rules  with  as  much  uniformity  as  varying  circumstances  will 
admit. 

OP  THE  DUTIES  OP  THE  PROPESSION  TO  THE  PUBLIC,  AND  OP  THE 
OBLIGATIONS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  TO  THE  PROFESSION. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  the  profession  to  the  public. 

§  1.  As  good  citizens,  it  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  be  ever 
vigilant  for  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  to  bear  their  part 
in  sustaining  its  institutions  and  burdens  ;  they  should  also  be  ever 
ready  to  give  counsel  to  the  public  in  relation  to  matters  especially 
appertaining  to  their  profession,  as  on  subjects  of  ioaedical  police, 
public  hygiene,  and  legal  medicine.  It  is  their  province  to  en- 
lighten the  public  in  regard  to  quarantine  regulations — ^the  location, 
arrangement,  and  dietaries  of  hospitals,  asylums,  schools,  prisons, 
and  similar  institutions — ^in  relation  to  the  medical  police  of  towns, 
as  drainage,  ventUation,  etc. — and  in  regard  to  measures  for  the 
prevention  of  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases ;  and  when  pesti- 
lence prevails,  it  is  their  duty  to  face  the  danger,  and  to  continue 
their  labors  for  the  alleviation  of  the  suffering,  even  at  the  jeopardy 
of  their  own  lives. 

§  2.  Medical  men  should  also  be  always  ready,  when  called  on 
by  the  legally  constituted  authorities,  to  enlighten  coroners'  in- 
quests and  courts  of  justice,  on  subjects  strictly  medical — such  as 
involve  questions  relating  to  sanity,  legitimacy,  murder  by  poisons 
or  other  violent  means,  and  in  regard  to  the  various  other  subjects 
embraced  in  the  science  of  Medical  Jurisprudence.  But  in  these 
cases,  and  especially  where  they  are  required  to  make  a  post-mx)rtem 
examination,  it  is  just,  in  consequence  of  the  time,  labor,  and  skill 
required,  and  the  responsibility  and  risk  they  incur,  that  the  public 
should  award  them  a  proper  honorarium. 

§  3.  There  is  no  profession  by  the  members  of  which  eleemo- 
synary services  are  more  liberally  dispensed  than  the  medical,  but 
justice  requires  that  some  limits  should  be  placed  to  the  perform- 
ance of  such  good  offices.  Poverty,  professional  brotherhood,  and 
certain  of  the  public  duties  referred  to  in  the  first  section  of  this 
article,  should  always  be  recognized  as  presenting  valid  claims  for 
gratuitous  services ;  but  neither  institutions  endowed  by  the  public 
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or  by  rich  individuals,  societies  for  mutual  benefit,  for  the  insurance 
of  lives  or  for  analogous  purposes,  nor  any  profession  or  occupation 
can  be  admitted  to  possess  such  privilege.  Nor  can  it  be  justly 
expected  of  physicians  to  furnish  certificates  of  inability  to  serve 
on  juries,  to  perform  militia  duty,  or  to  testify  to  the  state  of  health 
of  persons  wishing  to  insure  their  lives,  obtain  pensions,  or  the  like, 
without  a  pecuniary  acknowledgment.  But  to  individuals  in  indi- 
gent circumstances,  such  professional  services  should  always  be 
cheerfully  and  freely  accorded. 

§  4.  It  is  the  duty  of  physicians,  who  are  frequent  witnesses  of 
the  enormities  committed  by  quackery,  and  the  injury  to  health 
and  even  destruction  of  life  caused  by  the  use  of  quack  medicines, 
to  enlighten  the  public  on  these  subjects,  to  expose  the  injuries 
sustained  by  the  unwary  from  the  devices  and  pretensions  of  artful 
empirics  and  impostors.  Physicians  ought  to  use  all  the  influence 
which  they  may  possess,  as  professors  in  Colleges  of  Pharmacy 
and  by  exercising  their  option  in  regard  to  the  shops  to  which 
their  prescriptions  shfell  be  sent,  to  discourage  druggists  and  apothe- 
caries from  vending  quack  or  secret  medicines,  or  from  being  in  any 
way  engaged  in  their  manufacture  and  sale. 

Art.  II. — Obligations  of  the  public  to  physicians: 

The  benefits  accruing  to  the  public,  directly  or  indirectly,  from 
the  active  and  unwearied  beneficence  of  the  profession,  are  so 
numerous  and  important,  that  physicians  are  justly  entitled  to 
the  utmost  consideration  and  respect  from  the  community.  The 
public  ought  likewise  to  entertain  a  just  appreciation  of  medical 
qualifications ;  to  make  a  proper  discrimination  between  true  science 
and  the  assumptions  of  ignorance  and  empiricism — ^to  aflbrd  every 
encouragement  and  fecility  for  the  acquisition  of  medical  edu- 
cation— ^and  no  longer  to  allow  the  /Statute-books  to  exhibit  the 
anomaly  of  exacting  knowledge  from  physicians,  under  a  liability 
to  heavy  penalties,  and  of  making  them  obnoxious  to  punishment 
for  resorting  to  the  only  means  of  obtaining  it. 
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Clarke,  Rowan 
Claudy,  J.  C. 
Clemens,  Henry  S. 
Clover,  W.  M. 
♦Coad,  Joseph  R. 
Coates,  B.  H. 
Coffey,  H.  T. 
Cohen,  J.  Soils  » 
Collins,  Benj.  M. 
Comfort,  J.  J. 
Compton,  Wm. 
Condie,  D.  Francis 
Cook,  Jos.  L. 
Cooley,  Orrin 
Coover,  J.  H. 
Corson,  Hiram 


POBT-OrFIOB. 

Erie, 

Mechanicsburg, 

Hellertown, 

Reesville, 

Reading, 

Port  Carbon, 

Greensburg, 

Pittsburg, 

Harrisburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Frankford, 

Meadville, 

Alexandria, 

Lancaster, 

Pottsville, 

Philadelphia, 
Liverpool, 
Halifax, 
Philadelphia, 
Troy, 
Chester, 
Hollidaysburg, 
Meadville, 
Ickesburg, 
Antistpwn, 
Newvule, 
Friedensville, 
Lamartine, 
Philadelphia, 
u 

Pittsburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Penn's  Park, 

Conshohocken, 

Lancaster, 

Philadelphia, 

New  Alexandria, 

Media, 

Harrisburg, 

Conshohocken, 


COiniTT.  DATE  OF 

MEM^SHIP. 

Erie,  1869. 

Cumberland,  1867. 

Northampton,  1864. 

Chester,  1862. 

Berks,  1868. 

Schuylkill,  1867. 

Westmoreland,  1864. 

Alleghany,  1870. 

Dauphin,  1869. 

Philadelphia,  1865. 

"  1863. 

Crawford,  1868. 

Huntingdon,  1^64. 

Lancaster,  1865. 

Schuylkill,  1867. 

"  1866. 

Phaadelphia,  1862. 

Perry,  1866. 

Dauphin,  1869. 

Philadelphia,  1870. 

Bradford,  1866. 

Delaware,         .  1868- 

Blair,  1862. 

Crawford,  186T. 

Perry,  1868. 

Blair,  1864. 

Cumberland,  1869. 

Lehigh,  1866. 

Clarion,  1870. 

PhQadelphia,  1865. 

"  1864. 

Alleghany,  1867. 

Philadelphia,  1866. 

Bucks,  1868. 

Montgomery,  1864. 

Lancaster,  ** 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Westmoreland,  1867. 

Delaware,  1870. 

Dauphin,  1868. 

Montgomery,  1862. 
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NAMES. 

POST-OFFICE. 

COUNTY.     • 

1 

DATE  OP 
tfEM'SHlP. 

Corson,  Wm. 

Norristown, 

Montgomery, 

18T0. 

Corss,  Frederick 

Kingston, 

Luzerne, 

1869. 

Cotton,  John  C. 

Meadville, 

Crawford, 

«( 

Coulter.  G.  W. 

Slippery  Rock, 

Butler, 

1868. 

Cowden,  W.  R. 

Portersville, 

u 

1867. 

Coxe,  T.  C. 

Chatham, 

Chester, 

1870. 

Craig,  Alex. 

Columbia, 

Lancaster, 

1869. 

Crawford,  J.  B. 

Wyoming, 

Luzerne, 

1867. 

Crawford,  J.  S. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1864. 

Crawford,  Robert 

Cooperstown, 

Venango, 

1868. 

Cressler,  A.  L. 

Conyngham, 

Luzerne, 

1866. 

Crouch,  D.  0. 

Curwinsville, 

Clearfield, 

1865. 

Cummins,  J.  M. 

Industry, 

Beaver, 

1869. 

Cummins,  S.  P. 

u 

u 

1865. 

Cummisky,  James 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1866. 

Cunningham,  0.  S. 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

1867. 

Curtis,  Geo.  B.  * 

Hawley, 

Wayne, 

1866. 

Curtis,  Levi 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Curwen,  Jno. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Dale,  Wm.  W. 

Carlisle, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

♦Darrach,  William 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Davis,  F.  F. 

*  Venango  City, 

Venango, 

1870. 

Davis,  S.  T. 

Millersville, 

Lancaster, 

1869. 

*Day,  Ira 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

Dennis,  W.  F. 

Wilkesbarre, 

Luzerne, 

1866. 

Detwiler,  B.  H. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1865. 

De  Witt,  W.  R. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1869. 

Dickeson,  Wm.  T.  W. 

Media, 

Delaware, 

1863. 

Dickson,  Jno. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 

Dock,  George 

Harrisburg. 

Dauphin, 

1868. 

Donges,  J.  W. 

Donaldson, 

Schuylkill, 

1870. 

Drysdale,  Thomas  M. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

Duncan,  Jos.  L. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Duncan,  W.  S. 

Brownsville, 

Fayette, 

a 

Dunglison,  Richard  J. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1867. 

Dunlap,  J.  M. 

Manheim, 

Lancaster, 

1866. 

Dyer,  John 

Doylestown, 

Bucks, 

1864. 

Edge,  John  P. 

Downingtown, 

Chester, 

1862. 

Edwards,  C.  C. 

Harford, 

Susquehanna, 

1866. 

Egbert,  T.  W. 

Oil  City, 

Venango, 

1869. 
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Egle,  Wm.  H. 
Ehler,  J.  Augustus 
Emanuel,  Manly 
Erdman,  W.  B. 
Evans,  Isaac  Newton 
Fahnestock,  H.  A. 
Fay,  John 
Feicht,  B. 
Findley,  Wm.  M. 
Findley,  Wm.  R. 
Fish,  A.  H. 
Forwood,  J.  S. 
Foster,  W.  S. 
Fonlke,  Richard  C. 
Foulke,  Joseph 
Freyman,  A.  A. 
Frick^,  Albert 
Galbraith,  D.  C. 
Galbraith,  James 
Gallaher,  T.  J. 
Gates,  E.  H. 
Gebhard,  L.  P. 
Gemmill,  J.  M. 
♦Gilbert,  David 
Gillett,  B. 
Gilmore,  W.  J. 
Goodell,  Wm. 
Green,  Traill 
Greenlee,  D.  R. 
Grier,  J.  W. 
Griffin,  J.  K. 
Griffiths,  Amos  W. 
Gross,  A.  H. 
Gross,  S.  D. 
Grove,  George 
Halberstadt,  A.  H. 
Ualdeman,  Geo.  W. 
Halsey,  Calvin  C. 
Hamilton,  George 
Hamilton,  W.  R. 
Harrison,  F.  C. 


POST-OFFICB. 

Harrisburg, 

Lancaster, 

Linwood, 

Macungie, 

Hatborough, 

Annville, 

Altoona, 

Beaver, 

Altoona, 

Philadelphia, 
Chester, 
Pittsburg, 
New  Hope, 
Buckingham, 
Coopersburg, 
Philadelphia, 
Waterloo, 
Landisburg, 
Pittsburg, 
Erie, 

PhUadelphia, 
Altoona, 
Philadelphia, 
Franklin, 
Moorhead, 
Philadelphia, 
Easton, 
Meadville, 
Adamsville, 
North-East, 
Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg, 
Philadelphia, 
.  Springfield, 
Pottsville, 
Newville, 
Montrose, 
Philadelphia, 
Pittsburg, 
Bloomsburg, 


couktt.  datr  op 

mim'ship. 

Dauphin  1869. 

Lancaster,  1864. 

Delaware,  1862. 

Lehigh,  1865. 

Montgomery,  1862- 

Lebanon,  1863. 

Blair,  1870. 

Beaver,  1868 

Blair,  1870. 

"  1863. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Delaware,  1864. 

Alleghany,  1868. 

Bucks,  1870. 

"  1864. 
Lehigh,  " 

PhUadelphia,  1862. 

Yenango,  1869. 

Perry,  1863. 

Alleghany,  1865. 

Erie,  1869. 

Philadelphia,  1863. 

Blair,  1866. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Yenango,  1868. 

Alleghany,  1866. 

Philadelphia,  1870. 

Northampton,  1 863. 

Crawford,  1868. 

"  186Y. 
Erie,  " 

Philadelphia,  1864. 

Alleghany,  1867. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Cumberland,  1868. 

Schuylkill,  1866. 

Cumberland,  1867. 

Susquehanna,  1862. 
Philadelphia,  " 

Alleghany,  1867. 

Columbia,  1862. 
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Harvey,  EUwood 
Hatfield,  Nathan 
Hatfield,  N.  L. 
Hay,  Thomas 
Hays,  Robert  C. 
♦Helffenstein,  Abm. 
Hellyer,  Edwin 
Helsb}',  Thos.  H.       , 
Herbst,  Wm. 
Heysham,  Charles  F. 
Hezlep,  Wm.  B. 
Hinkle,  A.  G.  B. 
Hodge,  H.  Lenox 
Hornet,  Volney 
Horton,  Geo.  P. 
Hosack,  J.  P. 
Hottens'tein,  E.  H. 
Howell,  Wm.  H. 
Huckel,  Jacob 
Hughes,  J.  W. 
Hull,  Thomas  R. 
Hull,  W.  R. 
Humphrey,  Wm.  T. 
Huselton,  W.  S. 
Irish,  Franklin 
Irwin,  Crawford 
Jack,  Wm. 
James,  Oliver  P. 
*Jewell,  Wilson 
Jillson,  Benj.  C. 
^Johnson,  W.  N. 
Jordan,  A.  S. 
Keller,  D.  C. 
Kennedy,  Alfred  L. 
Kerlin,  Isaac  N. . 
King,  James 
Kline,  Wm.  J.  K. 
Klotz,  Charles 
Knight,  William  L. 
Knox,  S.  B.  P. 
Knox,  Wm.  F. 


P08T-0PFICB. 

COUNTY.                     DATE  OF 

kbm'ship. 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

1862. 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1809. 

u 

(( 

1862. 

u 

(( 

1866. 

Shippensburg, 

Cumberland, 

1869. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

(( 

u 

1866. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1869. 

Trexlertown, 

Lehigh, 

1866. 

Newtown  Square, 

Delaware, 

1870. 

Alleghany  City, 

Alleghany, 

(( 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1865. 

u 

(( 

1870. 

Camptown, 

Bradford, 

(( 

Terrytown, 

(( 

1862. 

Mercer, 

Mercer, 

1870. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1865. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1869. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Blairsville, 

Indiana, 

1869. 

Melton, 

North  umberla'c 

1,1870. 

Cogan  Station, 

Lycoming, 

1864. 

Osceola, 

Tioga, 

1869. 

Alleghany  City, 

Alleghany, 

1870. 

Pittsburg, 

u 

1866. 

HoUidaysburg, 

Blair, 

1867. 

Jacksonville, 

Indiana, 

1870. 

Doylestown, 

Bucks, 

1864. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1866. 

Germantown, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Riegelsville, 

Bucks, 

1868. 

Union  Depot, 

Dauphin, 

1869. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Media, 

Delaware, 

1869. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1865. 

Irwin, 

Westmoreland, 

1866. 

Lamartine, 

Clarion, 

1870. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Brownsville, 

Fayette, 

1870. 

McKeesport, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 
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NAMES. 

POST-OFFICB. 

COUKTr.                    DATE  OP 

mbm'ship. 

Ladd,  Horace 

Scranton, 

Luzerne, 

1868. 

Laidley,  L.  H. 

Carmichaels, 

Green, 

1870. 

*Lamb,  John  F. 

Frankford, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Lane,  Samuel  G. 

Chambersburg, 

Franklin, 

1870. 

Langfitt,  G.  W. 

New  Scottsville, 

Beaver, 

1868. 

Langfitt,  W.  J. 

u 

(( 

1864. 

Laross,  John  A. 

Coopersburg, 

Lehigh, 

1866. 

Lauman,  Wm.  H. 

Mt.  Holly  Springs, 

Cumberland, 

1870. 

Leaman,  H. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

(( 

Lee,  Benjamin 

(( 

(( 

1867. 

Leidy,  Joseph 

u 

(( 

1862. 

Leinbach,  A.  N. 

Bethlehem, 

Northampton, 

1864. 

Lenher,  L.  H. 

Allen, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

Leonard,  R. 

Mauch  Chunk, 

Carbon, 

1866. 

Lewis,  J.  R. 

Kingston, 

Luzerne, 

1865, 

Linderman,  R.  J. 

Quakertown, 

Bucks, 

1867. 

Linnenbrink,  J. 

Rochester, 

Beaver, 

(( 

Little,  Joseph  H. 

West  Alexander, 

Washington, 

1869. 

Livingston,  J.  B. 

Butler, 

Butler, 

4( 

Loop,  D.  D. 

North-East, 

Erie, 

1868. 

Lowman,  John 

Johnstown, 

Cambria, 

1867. 

Lusk,  Amos 

Zelienople, 

Butler, 

(( 

McCann,  James 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

(( 

McChesney,  R. 

Sholocts, 

Indiana, 

1868. 

McConaughy,  D.  W. 

Latrobe, 

Westmoreland, 

1867. 

McConaughy,  F.  M. 

Blairsville, 

Indiana, 

1869. 

McConaughy,  James 

Mount  Pleasant, 

Westmoreland, 

1865. 

McCoy,  G.  R. 

Doylestown, 

Bucks, 

1869. 

McCulloch,  T.  C. 

Kittanning, 

Armstrong, 

1863. 

McDonald,  Nesbit 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

McGowan,  H.  F. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1870. 

McKennan,  Thos. 

Washington, 

Washington, 

1868. 

McKenny,  Jr.,  D. 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

4( 

McMuUen,  Thomas 

Greenville, 

Indiana, 

1865. 

McMullin,  James 

Brush  Valley, 

u 

1867. 

McMurray,  A.  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

McNeil,  John 

Salem  Cross  Roads 

,  Westmoreland, 

1867. 

McPherson,  T.  S. 

Beaver  Falls, 

Beaver, 

1870. 

McReynolds,  H.  W. 

Buckhorn, 

Columbia, 

1862. 

McVicker,  J.  P. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1870. 

McWilliams,  J.  C. 

Broad  Mountain, 

SchuylkUl, 

1863. 
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NAMBS. 

POST-OFFICE. 

COUNTY.                 DATE  OF 

mem'ship. 

Mabon,  Thos. 

Alleghany, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Maggini,  J.  C. 

Port  Perry, 

(( 

18t0. 

Magill,  Wm.  H. 

Danville, 

Montour, 

(( 

Marquis,  David  S. 

Rochester, 

Beaver, 

1863. 

♦Marr,  Charles 

Scranton, 

Luzerne, 

1862. 

MarshaU,  N.  S. 

Chester  Springs, 

Chester, 

1863. 

Martin,  Alfred  J. 

Allentown, 

Lehigh, 

1870. 

Martin,  E.  G. 

u 

(( 

1866. 

Martin,  W.  D. 

Baldwin, 

Dauphin, 

1870. 

Mason,  E.  H. 

Towanda, 

Bradford, 

1867. 

Matter,  Geo.  F. 

Markleville, 

Perry, 

1868. 

Maurer,  J.  G.  L. 

Wiconisco, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Maxwell,  J.  Gordon 

Montgomery, 

1869. 

Mayburry,  William 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Mayer,  E.  R. 

Wilkesbarre, 

Luzerne, 

1866. 

Meigs,  Jas.  Aitken 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Mensch,  James  G. 

Sellersville, 

Bucks, 

1867. 

MiUer,  J.  A. 

Lancaster, 

Lancaster, 

1868. 

Miller,  James  M. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1870. 

Miller,  John  A. 

Ligonier, 

Westmoreland, 

1868. 

Miller,  0.  L. 

Alleghany  City, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 

Miller,  W.  N. 

Alleghany, 

« 

1869. 

Milliken,  D.  B. 

Landisburg, 

Perry, 

1864. 

Mais,  Edward 

Ulster, 

Bradford, 

1869. 

Montgomery,  D.  W. 

0  range  vllle. 

Columbia, 

1866. 

Moody,  George  0. 

Titusville, 

Crawford, 

1869. 

Moody,  H.  Mont 

Bradford, 

Bradford, 

u 

Moore,  William 

Womelsdorf, 

Berks, 

1862. 

Morris,  J.  Cheston 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Morris,  S.  R. 

"< 

(( 

1869. 

Mosser,  M.  B. 

Shiremantown, 

Cumberland, 

1870. 

Mossman,  B.  E. 

Greenville, 

Mercer, 

u 

Mowry,  R.  B. 

Alleghany  City, 

Alleghany, 

1865. 

Murphey,  A. 

Parkesburg, 

Chester, 

1862. 

Myers,  T.  D. 

William  sport. 

Lycoming, 

1870. 

Nagle,  Hiester  M. 

Fleetwood, 

Berks, 

1862. 

Nebinger,  Andrew 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

u 

Newberry,  Milton 

Whitemarsh, 

Montgomery, 

1863. 

Neyman,  A.  M. 

Butler, 

Butler, 

1867. 

Norman,  John  P. 

Rimersburg, 

Clarion, 

a 

Nye,  Hiram 

.  Homewood, 

Beaver, 

1870. 
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VAXBA. 

posT-orricB. 

COUHTT.                    DATE  OF 

xem'sbip. 

Cakes,  T.  Fletcher 

Titusville, 

Crawford, 

1869. 

♦Oliver,  Joseph  L. 

Coatesville, 

Chester, 

1864. 

Orth,  H.  L. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1868. 

Otto,  L.  M. 

Linden, 

Lycoming, 

186?. 

Pancoast,  Wm.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

u 

Parker,  X. 

Wellsboroogh, 

Tioga, 

1870. 

Parrish,  Joseph 

Media, 

Delaware, 

1868. 

Perchment,  John,  Jr. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Phelps,  B.  E. 

Corry, 

Erie, 

fc( 

Phelps,  W.C. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

u 

Phillips,  T.  H. 

West  Middleton, 

Washington, 

186T. 

Pollock,  A.  M. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

u 

Pollock,  Samuel 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1869. 

Price,  Jacob 

West  Chester, 

Chester, 

1864. 

Rahter,  C.  A. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1868. 

Ramsay,  J. 

Bloomsburg, 

Columbia, 

1862. 

Rankin,  D.  N. 

Alleghany  City, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 

Rankin,  Wm. 

Shippensburg, 

Cumberland, 

u 

Raub,  J.  A. 

Richmond, 

Northampton, 

1863. 

Ray,  John  T. 

Meadville, 

Crawford, 

1869. 

Reagan,  G.  L. 

Shenandoah, 

SchuylkUl, 

i8ro. 

Ream,  John 

Lancaster, 

Lancaster, 

1863. 

Reeser,  Howard  S. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1870- 

Reichard,  P.  S. 

Allentown, 

Lehigh, 

1868. 

Reid,  J.  K. 

Conshohocken, 

Montgomery, 

1867. 

Reiter,  W.  C. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Reynolds,  Washington 

Kit  tanning, 

Armstrong, 

1865- 

Rhoads,  T.  C. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1870. 

Rich,  James  S. 

Richborough, 

Bucks, 

1864. 

Richardson,  Wm.  L. 

Nesquehoning, 

Carbon, 

i( 

Robinson,  M.  F. 

Newville, 

Cumberland, 

1868 

Rockwell,  R.  C. 

Troy, 

Bradford, 

1864. 

Roebuck,  P.  J. 

Derry  Church, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Rogers,  R.  E. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Roller,  W.  C. 

Hollidaysburg, 

Blair, 

1869. 

Ross,  James 

Clarion, 

Clarion, 

1867. 

Ross,  John  D. 

Williamsburg, 

Blair, 

1863. 

Ross,  J.  Frank 

Clarion, 

Clarion, 

1870. 

Ross,  S.  M. 

Darlington, 

Beaver, 

1864. 

Row,  H. 

Indiana, 

Indiana, 

1868. 

Rutherford,  W.  W. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1867. 
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NAMBB. 

P08T-OFFICB. 

COUNTY.                  1 

DATE  OP 

XEM'8HIP« 

Sargent,  G.  P. 

Radnor, 

Delaware, 

1870. 

Sargent,  Winthrop 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Sarver,  William 

Noblestown, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Schlemm,  C.  W.  G. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1864. 

♦Schneck,  B.  F. 

Lebanon, 

Lebanon, 

1863. 

Scholfield,  E. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

Schrack,  David 

Norristown, 

Montgomery, 

1867. 

Schrack,  John 

Shannonville, 

(( 

1862. 

Schultz,  S.  S. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1867. 

Seem,  A.  K. 

Martin's  Creek, 

Northampton, 

1870. 

Seiler,  Jeremiah 

Grantville, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Seiler,  J.  Pierre 

(( 

u 

1868. 

Seiler,  R.  H. 

Harrisburg, 

u 

1869. 

Seip,  Amos 

Easton, 

Northampton, 

1863. 

Seiple,  W.  G.  M. 

Orefield, 

Lehigh, 

1870. 

Semple,  John 

Wilkinsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1866. 

Shaw,  Thos.  W. 

Pittsburg, 

(( 

(( 

Shearer,  Jas.  Y. 

Sinking  Spring, 

Berks, 

1868. 

Sheller,  Adam 

Mount  Joy, 

Lancaster, 

(( 

Shive,  Peter  C. 

Plainsville, 

Luzerne, 

1867. 

Shoemaker,  Charles 

Jenkintown, 

Montgomery, 

1863. 

Short,  R.  N. 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1867. 

Shrawder,  Jno.  S. 

(?) 

Montgomery,' 

1870. 

Shurloek,  Wm.  C. 

Darlington, 

Beaver, 

1869. 

Sibbet,  R.  L. 

New  Kingston, 

Cumberland, 

1870. 

Simington,  R.  S. 

Danville, 

Montour, 

1868. 

Singer,  J.  E. 

Newport, 

Perry, 

1866. 

Slocum,  A.  M. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Smaltz,  J.  Henry 

4( 

(( 

1862. 

Smith,  G.  W. 

Hollidaysburg, 

Blair, 

1866. 

Smith,  H.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Smith,  L.  A. 

New  Milford, 

Susquehanna, 

1864. 

Snodgrass,  J.  H. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Snowden,  S.  G. 

Franklin, 

Yenango, 

u 

♦Somers,  Lewis  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Spencer,  H.  A. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869. 

Stanton,  David 

New  Brighton, 

Beaver, 

1867. 

Stearly,  J.  B. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1869. 

Stebbins,  Sumner 

Chester, 

Chester, 

1863. 

Stetler,  John  G. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1868. 

Stevenson,  J.  M. 

Adamsburg, 

Westmoreland, 

1862. 
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Stewart,  Alex. 

Shippensburg, 

Cumberland, 

1867. 

Stewart,  J.  L. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

(4 

Still^,  Alfred 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Stites,  Samuel 

Millerstown, 

Perry, 

1863. 

Strickland,  D.  H. 

Fairview, 

Erie, 

1868. 

Swartz,  Joseph 

Duncannon, 

Perry, 

1862. 

Swayze,  G.  B.  H. 

Mahanoy  City, 

Schuylkill, 

1810. 

Thayer,  A. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869. 

Thomas,  Isaac 

West  Chester, 

Chester, 

1862. 

♦Thomas,  R.  P. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

u 

Thompson,  Benjamin 

Landenberg, 

Chester, 

1870. 

Townsend,  W.  W. 

Marshalton, 

i( 

1864. 

Treichler,  Jacob  F. 

McKeansburg, 

Schuylkill, 

(( 

Trevor,  M.  R. 

Alleghany  City, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 

Troth,  Samuel  N. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Trout,  H.  S. 

Marietta, 

Lancaster, 

1368. 

Turnbull,  Laurence 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

*Tutt,  Charles  P. 

(( 

u 

1863. 

Ulrich,  Daniel  A. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1862. 

Ulrich,  Wm.  B. 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

1870. 

XJmberger,  J.  R. 

Dauphin, 

Dauphin, 

u 

Underwood,  Gideon 

Pittston, 

Luzerne, 

u 

Tan  Artsdalen,  F.  V. 

Lower  Merlon, 

Montgomery, 

u 

Tan  Kirk, 

McKeesport, 

Alleghany, 

a 

Yanvoorhis,  J.  S, 

Bellevemon, 

Fayette, 

1869. 

Tarian,  Wm. 

Titusville, 

Crawford, 

1870. 

Walker,  R.  S. 

Mansfield, 

Alleghany, 

u 

Wallace,  Edward 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1862. 

Wallace,  W.  M. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1868. 

Webb,  W.  W. 

Wellsboro, 

Tioga, 

1869. 

Wehner,  Jacob  H. 

Germantown, 

Philadelphia, 

1868. 

Weidman,  W.  Murray 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1867. 

Welch,  Wm.  M. 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1870. 

Wells,  Wm.  L. 

t( 

(( 

1869. 

Wells,  J.  Ralston 

a 

u 

«( 

Whann,  W.  Lowrie 

Franklip, 

Venango, 

1870. 

Whitney,  M.  G. 

Kingston, 

Luzerne, 

1868. 

Wiley,  Penrose 

Leesport, 

Berks, 

1863. 

Wilson,  John  R. 

Washington, 

Washington, 

1867. 

Wilson,  Robert  V. 

Clearfield, 

Clearfield, 

1865. 

Winans,  Isaac 

New  Brighton, 

Beaver, 

1862. 
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Witman,  Henry  0. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Wittig,  Charles  F. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Wood,  B.  A. 

McKeesport, 

Alleghany, 

186T. 

Worrell,  J.  Pyle 

Media, 

Delaware, 

1870, 

Wortbington,  Wilmer 

West  Chester, 

Chester, 

1863, 

Yarrow,  T.  J. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

♦Zeigenfuss,  A.  A. 

Buek«Moimtain, 

Carbon, 

1866. 

Zeigler,  J.  L. 

Mount  Joy, 

Lancaster, 

1865; 

Ziegler,  S.  P. 

Carlisle, 

Cumberland, 

1870, 

Zitzer,  John  I. 

(( 

(( 

1868. 
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Explanation. — p.  President ;  v.  p.  Vioe-President ;  b.  s.  Recording  Secretary;  A.  8. 
Assistant  Secretary;  o.  s.  Corresponding  Secretary;  t.  Treasurer;  o.  Censor;  cur. 
Curator;  l.  Librarian. 


Adler,  John  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Agnow,  D.  Hayes,  Philadelphia. 
Ahl,  D.,  NewTille,  Cumberland. 
Ainey,  A.  J.,  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna. 
Ake,  J.  H.,  Williamsburg,  Blair. 
Alba,  E.  M.,  c,  Williamsport,  Lycoming. 

Albright,  F.  G., ,  Lancaster. 

Alcorn,  J.  P.,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 
Alexander,  J.  W.,  p.,  Canonsburg,  Wash. 
Allen,  £.  P.,  R.  8.,  Athens,  Bradford. 
Allen,  J.  M.,  Chester,  Delaware. 
Allen,  L.  H.,  Bakerstown,  Alleghany. 
Amberson,  J.  B.,  Waynesboro',  Franklin. 
Ammons,  J.  S.,  y.  p.,  Stouchburg,  Berks. 
Anderson,  D.,  FinleyTille,  Washington. 
Anderson,  Joseph  W.,  Cabinet,  Montg*y. 
Anderson,  Wm.,  t.  p.,  Indiana,  Indiana. 
Andrews,  J.  P.,  — — ,  Lancaster. 
Andrews,  Thos.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Annsborongh,  L.  F.,  Pittsburg,  Alleg'y. 
Arel,  W.  D.,  Bloomfield,  Perry. 
Amholts,  M.  A.,  Buchanan,  Alleghany. 
Arter,  J.  R.,  Oil  City,  Venango. 
Asdale,  W.  J.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Ash,  H.  St.  Clair,  Philadelphia. 
Ashhurst,  Samuel,  Philadelphia. 
Ashley,  C.  D.,  Guy's  Mills,  Crawford. 
Ashmead,  Wm.,  Germantown,  Phlla. 
Ash  ton,  S.  K.,  Germantown,  Phila. 
Atchison,  J.  W.,  Washington,  Wash. 
Atkinson,  Wm.  B.,  b.  s.,  Philadelphia. 
Atlee,  John  L.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 
Ailee,  John  L.,  Jr.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 
Atlee,  Washington  L.,  Philadelphia. 
Axtell,  A.  R.,  0.,  Troy,  Bradford. 


Bacon,  W.  C,  Upper  Darby,  Delaware. 
Baker,  A.,  Reedsburg,  Clarion. 
Barber,  J.,  Sharon,  Mercer. 
Barber,  J.  H.,  Strattonville,  Clarion. 
Barr,  A.  M.,  Wilkins,  Alleghany. 
Barr,  Dayid  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Barr,  G.  W.,  c,  Titus ville,  Crawford. 
Barr,  Robert,  p.,  Indiana,  Indiana. 
Barrett,  P.  G.,  b.  s.,  Erie,  Erie. 
Barrett,  W.  E.,  Cambria,  Luzerne. 
Bartelson,  S.  P.,  Kellyville,  Delaware. 
Bartholomew,  H.  8.,  Warren,  Warren. 
Barton,  Ira,  Waterford,  Erie. 
Barton,  Theo.  W.,  Waterford,  Erie. 
Bashore,  D.  W.,  West  Fairriew,  Cumb. 
Bates,  S.  8.,  Titusyille,  Crawford. 
Batten,  John  M.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Baxter,  H.  F.,  Philadelphia. 
Bayles,  R.  M.,  Burllsville,  Clarion. 
Beach,  Wm.  T.,  Minersville,  Schuylkill. 
Beaver,  D.  R.,  Conshohocken,  Montg'y. 
Beayer,  D.  L.,  Reading,  Berks. 
Bell,  John,  Philadelphia. 
Benham,  Silas  N.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Benner,  Henry  D.,  Philadelphia. 
Bennett,  Geo.  C,  p.,  Erie,  Erie. 

Bemtheisel,  Geo.  W., ,  Lancaster. 

Best,  David,  V.  p.,  t.,o.,  Mead  ville,  Crawf 
Betz,  Israel,  Oakville,  Cumberland.  • 
Bickley,  W.  M.,  Danville,  Montour. 
Bigelow,  C.  P.,  Great  Bend,  Susq. 
Bigham,  Clinton,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 
Birch,  Geo.  F.,  c,  Greensboro*,  Greene. 
Bird,  J.  F.,  Philadelphia. 
Bird,  Joseph  W.,  Tremont,  SchuylkiU. 
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Birdsall,  S.,  Sasqaehanna  Depot,  Susq. 

Bishoff,  U.  W.,  Halifax,  Dauphin. 

Blaohly,  B.  M.,  Wajoesbarg,  Greene. 

Bland,  D.  W.,  t.,  Pottayille,  SchnylkilL 

Blatchly,  S.  L.,  Sparta,  Washington. 

Bloom,  F.  G.,  Martinaburg,  Blair. 

Boals,  G.  Y.,  c,  Baden,  Beayer. 

Boggs,  8.  W.,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 

Boker,  Chas.  S.,  o.-,  Philadelphia. 

Bolles,  Lucius  S.,  Philadelphia. 

Bomberger,  Geo.  L.,  Philadelphia. 

Bonebreak,  D.  W.,  Martinsburg,  Blair. 

Boumonville,  Aug.  G.,  Philadelphia. 

Bowman,  E.  J.,  ,  Lancaster. 

Bowman,  J.  D.,  White  Hall,  Cumberrd. 

Boyer,  D.  P.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Boyle,  W.  H.,  a.  s.,  Chambersburg,  Fr. 

Braden,  D.  W.,  c,  Waynesburg,  Greene. 

Bradford,  *G.  W., ,  Perry. 

Bradley,  W.  H.,  B.8.,  Bloomsburg,  Colum. 

Brakeslee,  A.  C.,  Nicholson,  Susqueh. 

Brandes,  C,  Erie,  Erie. 

Brant,  E.  B.,  o.,  Mechanicsburg,  Cumb. 

Brehm,  8.  H.,  Newrille,  Cumberland. 

Brehman,  G.  E.,  Altoona,  Blair. 

Breinig,  P.  B.,  c,  Hellertown,  Northamp. 

Brendle,  Geo.  P.,  Mahanoy  City,  SohuyL 

Briener,  H.,  Beer  P.  0.,  Alleghany. 

Brinton,  John  B.,  Marshalton,  Chester. 

Brinton,  William  B.,  o.  s.,  West  Chester, 
Chester. 

Brobst,  Edward, ,  Berks. 

Brobst,  J.  A.,  Bemville,  Berks. 

Brooke,  J.  B.,  o.  s.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Brownson,  Robert  S.,  v.  p.,  c,  Mercers- 
burg,  Franklin, 

Brown,  F.  M.,  Clarksyille,  Mercer. 

Brown,  Geo.  W.,  Port  Carbon,  8chuylkill. 

Bruce,  George  D.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Brunner,  Daniel,  Jr.,  p., ,  Lanc'r. 

Buehler,  H.  B.,  r.  s.,  Harrisburg,  Dauph. 

Buck,  F.  J.,  Philadelphia. 

Bulkley,  J.  E.,  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne. 

Bunn,  B.  F.,  Birdsboro',  Berks. 

Bunn,  Wm.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Burchfield,  J.  P.,  Wilkins,  Alleghany. 

Burns,  Robert,  Frankford,  Philadelphia. 

Burpee,  David,  Philadelphia. 

Butler,  8amuel  W.,  Philadelphia. 

Byerle,  M.  Geo.,  Beruville,  Berks. 


Calderwood,  A.  P.,  Tyrone,  Blair. 

Caldwell,  J.R.,  B.8.,  Johnstown,  Cambria. 

Calvin,  D.  M.,  o.,  Meadville,  Crawford. 

Cantrell,  J.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Carey,  E.,  Prosperity,  Washington. 

Carey,  John,  Uniontown,  Fayette. 

Carpenter,  Henry,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Carpenter,  Jas.  8.,  P.,  Pottsville,  SchuyL 

Carpenter,  John  T.,  Pottsville,  Schuyl. 

Carr,  A.  P.,  St  Clair,  SchuylkiU. 

Carroll,  C.  C, ,  Crawford. 

Carroll,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 

Carson,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 

Case,  J.  H.,  Liverpool,  Perry. 

Caslow,  H.  R.,  Halifax,  Dauphin. 

Caslow,  J.  F.,  Halifax,  Dauphin. 

Castle,  Theodore  B.,  New  Philadelphia, 
Schuylkill. 

Chalfant,  H.  8.,  Greenfield,  Washington. 

Chapin,  8.  F.,  Girard,  Erie. 

Cheston,  D.  Murray,  Philadelphia. 

Chilson,  8.  L.,  Troy,  Bradford. 

Christ,  Theodore  Q.,  Chester,  Delaware. 

Christie,  W.  L.,  Petroleum  Centre,  Ve- 
nango. 

Christy,  R.  W.,  Hollidaysburg,  Blair. 

Church,  Wm.,  Meadville,  Crawford. 

Cisna,  W.  R.,  p.,  Ickesburg,  Perry. 

Clagett,  W.  L.,  c.  Standing  Stone,  Bradf. 

Clark,  A.  T.,  t.,  Greenfield,  Mercer. 

Clark,  D.  D..  Philadelphia. 

Clark,  M.  H.,  t.,  Washington,  Wash. 

Clark,  Rowen,  p.,  Antistown,  Blair. 

Claudy,  J.  C,  r.  s.,  Newville,  Cumberrd. 

Cleery,  Geo.,  Upton,  Franklin. 

Clemens,  H.  8.,  Friedensville,  Lehigb. 

Clin*ger,  P.  S., ,  Lancaster. 

Clover,  W.  M.,  p.,  Lamartine,  Clarion. 

Coates,  Benj.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Coates,  Isaac  T.,  Chester,  Delaware. 

Coblentz,  Jos.,  cur.,  Reading,  Berks. 

CoflFey,  H.  T.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Cohen,  J.  Soils,  Philadelphia. 

Collins,  B.  M.,  Doylestown,  Bucks. 

Collins,  James,  Philadelphia. 

Compton,  W.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Condie,  D.  Francis,  Philadelphia. 

Conklin,  B.  F.,  Fayette  City,  Fayette. 

Conklin,  G.,  v.  p.,  Orwell.  Bradford. 

Conklin,  S.  A.,  c,  Bellevernon,  Fayette* 
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Conrad,  J.  A.,  - 

Cooley,  OrriD,  Media,  Delaware. 

Cooper,  J.  C,  Philadelphia. 

Coover,  J.  H.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Corbit,  W.  B.,  Philadelphia. 

Cornman,  D.,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 

Corson,  El  wood  M.,  p.,  Norristown, 
Montgomery. 

Corson,  Hiram,  o.  s.,  Conshohocken, 
Montgomery. 

Corson,  Jos.  K.,  Norristown,  Montg'y. 

Corson,  Wm.,  Norristown,  Montgomery. 

Corss,  Fred.,  Kingston,  Luzerne. 

Coryell,  R.  H.,  St.  Clair,  Schuylkill* 

Cotton,  John  C,  Meadville,  Crawford. 

Coxe,  Samuel  C,  Chatham,  Chester. 

Craig,  Alex.,  Columbia,  Lancaster. 

Crain,  J.,  Hoguestown,  Cumberland. 

Crass,  A.  G.,  Waynesburg,  Qreene. 

Crawford,  C.  V.,  Village  Green,  Delaw'e. 

Crawford,  John  B.,  c,  s.,  t.,  Wilkes- 
barre,  Luzerne. 

Crawford,  J.  L.,  b.s.,  Saltsburg,  Indiana. 

Crawford,  J.  8.,  v.  p.,  Williamsport,  Ly- 
coming. 

Crawford,  Robert,  p.,  Cooperstown,  Ve- 
nango. 

Cressler,  Alonio  L.,  t.  p.,  Conyngham, 
Luzerne. 

Criswell,  John,  New  Bethlehem,  Clarion. 

Crowley,  T.  Stanton,  Philadelphia. 

Cummins,  J.  M.,  Industry,  Beaver. 

Cummiskey,  Jas.,  Philadelphia. 

Curran,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 

Curtis,  Levi,  v.  p.,  Philadelphia. 

Curwen,  John,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Dale,  W.  W.,  p.,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 
Daly,  W.  H.,  b.  s.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Darlington,  H.,  Concord,  Delaware. 
Darrach,  Jas.,  Germantown,  Phila. 
Dayidson,  Jas.  K.,  p.,  Greencastle,  Frank. 
Davis,  A.  J.,  Wilkins,  Alleghany. 
Davis,  F.  F.,*o.,  Oil  City,  Venango. 
Davis,  R.,  Le  Raysville,  Bradford. 
Davis,  Samuel  T.,  Millersville,  Lancaster. 
Day,  A.,  Mechanicsburg,  Cumberland. 
Dayton,  S.  W.,  Great  Bend,  Susquehanna. 
De  La  Cossitt,  H.,  p.,  Greenville,  Mercer. 
Demmd,  Theo.  A.,  Philadelphia. 


Dennis,  W.  F.,  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne. 

Denny,  B.  W.,  Whitely,  Greene. 

Detwiler,  B.  H.,  c,  WilUamsport,  Ly- 
coming. 

Detweiler,  Sam*l  B.,  Evansburg,  Montg. 

Devereauz,  Robert,  Summit,  Cambria. 

De  Witt,  W.  R.,  p.,  Harrisbutg,  Dauphin. 

Dewey,  E.  H.,  Meadville,  Crawford. 

De  Young,  Philip,  Philadelphia. 

Dickenson,  Wm.  T.  W.,  Media,  Delaware. 

Dickson,  John,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Dickson,  J.  G.,  Canonsburg,  Wash. 

Dickson,  Joseph  N.,  Pittsburg,  Allegh'y. 

Dock,  Geo.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Dodd,  E.  F.,  Van  Buren,  Washington. 

Dodd,  Thad.,  Amity,  Washington. 

Donaldson,  D.,  Upper  St.  Clair,  Allegh^y. 

Donges,  J.  W.,  Donaldson,  Schuylkill. 

Donnelly,  A.  J.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Dougherty,  G.  A.,  r.  s.,  Washington, 
Washington. 

Drysdale,  Thos.  M.,  Philadelphia. 

Duncan,  J.  A.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Duncan,  J.  L.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Duncan,  W.  S.,  o.s.,  Brownsville,  Fayette. 

Dundore,  A.  B.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Dunglison,  Richard  J.,  Philadelphia. 

Dunk,  T.  A.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Dunlap,  John  M.,  Manheim,  Lancaster. 

Dunn,  J.  L., ,  Crawford. 

Dyer,  John,  Doylestown,  Bucks. 

Eagleson,  D.  S.,  West  Alexander,  Wash. 
Eagleton,  Jas.  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Eastman,  Henry,  Merrittstown,  Fayette. 
Edge,  John  P.,  p.,  Downingtown,  Chester. 
Egbert,  T.  W.,  v. p.,  c.  Oil  City,  Venango. 
Egle,  Wm.  H.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 
Ehler,  J.  Augustus,  t.,  l.,  Lancaster, 

Lancaster. 
Elliott,  J.  8.,  Beaver  Falls,  Beaver. 
Elliott,  Thos.  H.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg'y 
Ely,  Elwood,  Fitzwatertown,  Montg'y. 
Emanuel,  Manly,  Linwood,  Delaware. 
Emmerling,  C,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Emory,  Boyd,  Dunningsville,  Wash. 
Engler,  G.  S.,  Bethlehem,  Northampton. 
Enoch,  H.  D.,  c,  Washington,  Wash. 
Eppley,  G.  W.,  b.  s.,  Bloomfield,  Perry. 
Erdman,  Wm.  B.,  Macungie,  Lehigh. 
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Eshlemao,  Isaac  S.,  Philadelphia. 
Eyans,  Horace,  Philadelphia. 
Byans,  Horace  T.,  o.  s.,  Philadelphia. 
Eyans,  I.  Newton,  Hatborongh,  Montg'y. 
Eyans,  J.  R.,  Bloomsbarg,  Colambia. 
Eyerett,  E.  E.,  Linden,  Lycoming. 
Eyeritt,  E.  A.,  T.  p.,  Burlington,  Bradf  d. 
Eves,  Wm.,  Newberry,  Lycomiiig. 

Fay,  John,  Altoona,  Blair. 

Feicht,  C,  Alleghany  City,  Beayer. 

Fetherolf,  A.  P.,  c, ,  Lehigh. 

Findley,  Wm.  M.,  v.  p.,  Altoona,  Blair. 
Findley,  Wm.  R.,  Altoona,  Blair. 
Finley,  J.  H.,  Cook's  Mill,  Fayette. 
Finley,  S.  M.,  o.,  Harrisborg,  Daaphin. 
Finn,  Wm.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Fischer,  Emil,  Philadelphia. 
Fish,  A.  H.,  c,  Philadelphia. 
Fisher,  C.  H.,  Scranton,  Laseme. 
Fleming,  A.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghanj. 
Fleming,  Wm.  J.,  Philadelphia. 
Flickinger,  J.  H.,  Dry  Run,  Franklin. 
Floyd,  Samuel,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Foerstige,  Chas.,  o.,  Rochester,  Beayer. 
Forwood,  J.  L.,  p.,  Chester,  Delaware. 
Forwood,  J.  M.,  Chester,  Delaware. 
Forwood,  J.  M.  F.,  Chester,  Delaware. 
Foster,  J.  W.,  c,  Clintonville,  Venango. 
Foster,  W.  S.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Foulke,  Chas.,  t.  p..  New  Hope,  Backs. 
Foulke,  Jos.,  B.  8.,  Buckingham,  Bucks. 
Foulke,  J.  L.,  Philadelphia. 
Foulke,  R.  C,  0.  s.,  New  Hope,  Bucks. 
Frick,  Wm.  S.,  Philadelphia. 
Frick4,  Albert,  Philadelphia. 
Frischkom,  C,  Moscow,  Luzerne. 
Fuller,  Smith,  p..  Union  town,  Fayette. 

Galbraith,  D.  C,  c.  s.,  Polk,  Venango. 
Galbraith,  Jas.,  T.,  Landisburg,  Perry. 
Gallaher,  T.  J.,  p.,  c,  Pittsburg,  Alleg*y. 
Gamble,  G.  M.,  Harford,  Susquehanna. 
Gardner,  E.  L.,  b.  8.,  Montrose,  Susq'a. 
Garretson,  Jas.  E.,  Darby,  Delaware. 
Gates,  E.  H.,  Girard,  Erie. 
Gayley,  Jas.  P.,  Philadelphia. 
Gebhard,  Lewis  P.,  Philadelphia. 
Geibuer,  E.,  Sandy  Lake,  Mercer. 
Gelwix,  J.  M.,  Upper  Strasburg,  Frank'n. 
Gemmill,  J.  M.,  Altoona,  Blair. 


Gerhard,  A.  8.,  Philadelphia. 

Gerhart,  J.  Z., ,  Lancaster. 

Getchell,  J.  A.,  Blair,  Perry. 
Gibba,  J.  W.,  Hyde  Park,  Luzerne. 
Giddings,  W.  C,  Pittston,  Luierne. 
Gilbert,  J.  A.,  Carmichaers,  Greene. 
Gilbert,  Wm.  Kent,  Philadelphia. 
Gilfillan,  W.,  West  Alexander,  Wash. 
Gillett,  B.,  T.,  Franklin,  Venango. 
Gilmore,  W.  J.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Ginrin,  Hobt  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Gittings,  J.  H.  B.,  Philadelphia. 
Goheen,  B.  F.,  Greenyille,  Clarion. 
Goodell,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 
Graham,  F.  R.,  Chester,  Delaware. 
Graham,  T.  P.,  Fayette  P.  0.,  Alleghany. 
Grayel,  Geo.,  Danville,  Montour. 
Grayson,  W.,  Dauphin,  Dauphin. 
Grayson,  Wray,  Dixmont,  Alleghany. 
Green,  Traill,  p.,  Easton,  Northampton. 
Green,  W.N.,  Hop  Bottom,  Susquehanna. 

Grey,  8.  G., ,  Lancaster. 

Griffin,  J.  E.,  North  East,  Erie. 
Griffiths,  Amos  W.,  Philadelphia. 
Grissimer,  E.  E.,  Oley,  Berks. 
Griswold,  E.,  Sharon,  Mercer. 
Gronard,  J.  H.,  Manchester,  Alleghany. 
Groomes,  J.  B.,  Brownsville,  Fayette. 
Gross,  A.  H.,  Wilkins,  Alleghany. 
Gross,  C.  S.,  Freemansburg,  Nortbamp'n. 
Gross,  Samuel  D.,  Philadelphia. 
Grove,  G.,  Big  Spring,  Cumberland. 
Grove,  John  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Gunkle,  Wm.  H., ,  Chester. 

Haberacker,  E.  0.  M.,  Tyrone,  Blair. 
Haggarty,  W.,  Scranton,  Luzerne. 
Haldeman,  G.  W.,  Newville,  Cumberland. 
Hall,  L.  G.,  North  East,  Erie. 
Hallock,  W.  H.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Halsey,  C.  C,  P.,  MonU*08e,  Susqueh'a. 

Hamilton, ,  Emlenton,  Venango. 

Hamilton,  Geo.,  Philadelphia. 
Hamilton,  John,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg'y. 
Hamilton,  W.  R.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Hammett,  C.  J.,  Surgeons'  Hall,  Alleg'y. 
Harlow,  Lewis  D.,  Philadelphia. 
Harper,  Andrew,  Bakerstown,  Alleghany. 
Harris,  A.  J.,  Hellertown,  Northampton. 
Harrison,  T.  C,  Lewisburg,  Union. 
Harry,  David  W.,  Conshohocken,  Montg. 
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Hanrey,  El  wood,  Chester,  Delaware. 

Hassler,  Jas.  P.,  CoohraDton,  Crawford. 

Hatfield,  Nathan,  a.  s.,  Philadelphia. 

Hatfield,  N.  L.,  Philadelphia. 

Hay,  Thomas,  Philadelphia. 

Hayes,  D.  D.,  Shippensburg,  Cnmberrd. 

Hayes,  R.  C,  Shippensburg,  Cumberl'd. 

Hays,  D.  S.,  Hollidaysburg,  Blair. 

Hays,  M.  P.,  TemperanoeTille,  Allegh*y. 

Hayward,  H.,  Qreason,  Camberland. 

Hadett,  J.  C,  0.,  New  Salem,  Fayette. 

Heckel,  Chas., ,  Berks. 

Heokman,  S.  B.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Heenan,  Thos.  E.,  Chester,  Delaware. 

Hcllyer,  Edwin,  Philadelphia. 

Helsby,  Thos.  H.,  p.,  Williamsport,  Ly- 
coming. 

Helwig,  Theo.  A.,  Minersyllle,  Schuylk. 

Hendrie,  Wm.  S.,  Doylestown,  Backs. 

Herbine,  J.  S.,  Sinking  Spring,  Berks. 

Herbst,  Wm.,  o.  8.«  Trexlertown,  Lehigh. 

'Bering,  E.  A.,  Waynesboro*,  Franklin. 

Heritage,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 

Herman,  A.  J.,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 

Hermany,  P.,  Mahanoy  City,  Schuylkill. 

Herr,  A.  J.,  o.  s., ,  Lancaster. 

Herr,  Elias  B., ,  Lancaster. 

Herr,  J.  A., ,  Lancaster. 

Herr,  M.  L., ,  Lancaster. 

Hewson,  Addinell,  Philadelphia. 

Heysham,  C.  S.,  o.,  Newtown  Square, 
Delaware. 

Hezlep,  W.  P.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg'y. 

Hickman,  N.,  Philadelphia. 

Hill,  S.  E.,  DunningSYille,  Washington. 

Hillier,  J.  W.,  Middlesex,  Mercer. 

Hine,  E.  C,  Philadelphia. 

Hinkle,  A.  G.  B.,  Philadelphia. 

Hodge,  Hugh  L.,  Philadelphia. 

Hodge,  H.  Lenox,  Philadelphia. 

Holt,  J.  F.,  Philadelphia. 

Homet,  Yolney,  o.,  Camptown,  Bradford. 

Hooke,  B.  P.,  Oeyesfille,  Perry. 

Hooper,  Wm.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Hooyer,  Geo.  L, ,  Lancaster. 

Hopkins,  E.,  b.  s.,  ,  Chester. 


Hombeck,  M.  E.,  - 


-,  Lehigh. 


Homer,  Caleb  W.,  Philadelphia. 
Horton,  Geo.  P.,  t.,  Terrytown,  Bradfd. 
Hosack,  J.  P.,  Mercer,  Mercer. 
Hottenstein,  E.,  Eutztown,  Berks. 


Howell,  Wm.  M.,  Cogan  Station,  Lycom. 
Howland,  C.  A.,  v.  p.,  Shippensburg, 

Cumberland. 
Huckel,  Jacob,  Philadelphia. 
Huebner,  A.  L.,  Bethlehem,  Northarap. 
Huffman,  D.  C,  McKeesport,  Alleghany. 
Hughes,  F.,  Blairsyille,  Indiana. 
Hulings,  M.  S.,  Buchanan,  Alleghany. 
Hull,  Thos.  R.,  p.,  Milton,  Columbia. 
Hull,  Wm.  R.,  T.,  Williamsport,  Lycom. 
Hunt,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 
Hunsberger,  W.  £.,  Temple,  Berks. 
Hunter,  Wm.  A.,  o.,  Upper  Strasburg^ 

Franklin. 
Hunter,  W.  S.,  Turtle  Creek,  Alleghany. 
Huntzinger,  Edward,  Schuylkill  Hayen, 

SchuylkiU. 
Huselton,  W.  8.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg*y. 
Hutchinson,  J.  F.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 
Hutchinson,  Jas.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Iddings, ,  Greenfield,  Mercer. 

Irwin,  Crawford,  Hollidaysburg,  Blair. 

Jack,  Wm.,  t.,  Kent,  Indiana. 
Jackson,  James  E.,  p.,  Fallston,  Beayer. 
James,  J.  Y.,  Sharon,  Mercer. 
James,  0.  P.,  v.  p.,  Doylestown,  Bucks. 
Jillson,  B.  C,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Johnson,  F.,  Shamburg,  Venango. 
Johnson,  Thomas,  Duncannon,  Perry. 
Jones,  M.  0.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Jordan,  A.  S.,  Reigelsyille,  Bucks. 
Junkin,  John  M.,  &.  s.,  Easton,  North'n. 

Ealbach,  J.  G.,  Reading,  Berks. 
Eeely,  Chas.,  Reading,  Berks. 
Eeichline,  C.  P.,  Philadelphia. 
Keller,  D.C.,  c.  Union  Depot,  Dauphin. 
Kennedy,  Alfred  L.,  Philadelphia. 
Kennedy,   Thomas^  M.,   Chambersburg, 

Franklin. 
Kerlin,  Isaac  N.,  B.  s.,  Media,  Delaware. 
Kerr,  Jas.,  Buchanan,  Alleghany. 
Kieffer,  S.  B.,  o.  s.,  Carlisle,  CumberlM. 
King,  C.  B.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleghany. 

King,  Geo.  A.,  b.  s., ,  Lancaster. 

King,  Jas.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
King,  W.,  Monongahela  City,  Wash. 
Kirkbride,  Thos.  8.,  Philadelphia. 
Kirker,  John,  Alleghany  City,  AUeg'y. 
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Elapp,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 

Eleine,  L.  B.,  Catawissa,  Columbia. 

Kline,  Wm.  0.,  Philadelphia. 

Klotz,  C,  T.,  LamartiDe,  Clarion. 

Knight,  Wm.  L.,  Philadelphia. 

Knipe,  J.  0.,  V.  p.,  Norristown,  Hontg. 

Knox,  S.  B.  P.,  E.  8.,  Brownsville,  Fay. 

Knox,  W.  F.,  McKeesport,  Alleghany. 

Koehl,  J.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Koeller,  Frank,  Buchanan,  Alleghany. 

Kohler,  Wm.  8., ,  Lehigh. 

Krecker,  Fred.,  c.s.,  Cressona,  Schuylk. 
Kuhn,  John  S.,  McKeesport,  Alleghany. 
Kuhn,  L.  DeB.,  c,  Reading,  Berks. 
Kurtz,  S.  L.,  c,  Reading,  Berks. 

Ladd,  C.  R.,  Towanda,  Bradford. 
Ladd,  Horace,  o.,  Soranton,  Luzerne. 
Laidley,  J.  B.,  c,  CarmichaePs,  Qreene. 
Laidley,  L.  H.,  c.s.,  Carmichaers,  Qreene. 
Laidley,  Thos.  H.,  CarmichaePs,  Qreene. 
Lambert,  John,  Chambersburg,  Franklin. 
Landis,  Henry, v.p..  Marietta,  Lancaster. 
Landis,  Joseph  A.,  Philadelphia. 

Landis,  J.  B., ,  Lancaster. 

Lane,  Samuel  Q.,  o.  s.,  Chambersburg, 

Franklin. 
Lane,  Wm.  B.,  Philadelphia. 
Lange,  C.  C,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Langfitt,  Q.  W.,  New  Scottsvjlle,  Beaver. 
Langfitt,  W.  J.,  Alleghany  City,  AUeg'y. 
Lauman,  W.  H.,  c,  Mt.  Holly  Springs, 

Cumberland. 
Laverty,  T.  C,  Middletown,  Dauphin. 
Lawton,  Jr.,  S.,  Pittston,  Luzerne. 
Leaman,  Henry,  Philadelphia. 
Lee,  Benjamin,  Philadelphia. 
Lee,  R.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Leedom,  E.  C,  Plymouth  Meeting,  Mont. 
Leet,  F.  H.,  Qreenville,  Mercer. 

Lehman,  B., ,  Lancaster. 

Leidy,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 
Leinbach,  A.  N.,  Be^lehem,  Northamp. 
Leiser,  J.  J.,  Lightstreet, 
Le  Moyne,  F.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Lenher,  L.  H.,  Churchtown,  CumberUd. 
Levan,  J.  R.,  Leesport,  Berks. 
Levis,  Mahlon  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Levis,  Richard  J.,  Philadelphia. 
Lewis,  D.  W.,  Wilkins,  Alleghany. 
Lewis,  Jas.  R.,  v.  p.,  Truxville,  Luzerne. 


Llnderman,  R.  J.,  Quakertown,  Bucks. 
Lindley,  H.  8.,  Perry ville,  Alleghany. 
Lindley,  L.,  Connellsville,  Fayette. 

Lineaweaver,  J.  K., ,  Lancaster. 

Linn,  Qeo.  A.,  Monongahela  City,  Wash. 
Linnenbrink,  J.,  Rochester,  Beaver. 
Little,  J.  H.,  West  Alexander,  Wash. 

Livingston, ,  Middlesex,  Mercer. 

Logan,  O.,  Albion,  Erie. 
Longsdorf,  W.  H.,  v.  p.,  Dickinson,  Cum. 
Longstreth,  M.  Fisher,  Darby,  Delaware. 
Loop,  D.  D.,  c.  North  East,  Erie. 
Loose,  C.  G.,  Mechanicsburg,  CumberPd. 
Lowman,  John,  t.,  o.,  Johnstown,  Camb. 
Lowman,  W.  B.,  v.  p.,  Johnstown,  Camb. 
Lukens,  A.,  Plymouth  Meeting,  Montg. 
Luther,  Martin,  Reading,  Berks. 
Lyon,  Chas.  L.,  c,  Montoursville,  Lyc*g. 
Lyon,  Edward,  Williamsport,  Lycoming. 
Lyon,  Thomas,  Williamsport,  Lycoming. 
Lyons,  Wm.,  Philadelj^ia. 

McAdam,  Alex.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

McCandless,  A.  G., ,  Alleghany. 

McCandless,  J.  Guy, ,  Alleghany. 

McCann,  Jas.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
McCarroll,  Jas.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg*y. 
McChesney,  Robert,  Shalocta,  Indiana. 
McConaughey,  F.  M.,  Blairsville,  Ind. 
McCook,  Geo.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
McCook,  Geo.  L.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
McCoy,  Gilbert  R.,  T.,  Doylestown,  Bucks. 
McDonald,  Nesbit,  t.,  Pittsburg,  Alleg'y. 
McDonough,  J.,  o.,  Hillsborough,  Wash. 
McDonough,  John,  Reading,  Berks. 
McElree,  A.  S.,  Washington,  Washington. 
McFarland,  John,  Saltsburg,  Indiana. 
McGirr,  John  £.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
McGowan,  H.  R.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 
McQowan,  H.  F.,  t.,  Harrisburg,  Dauph. 
McHenry,  Geo.  F.,  Brady,  Indiana. 
McKelvy,  J.  B.,  Bloomsburg,  Columbia. 
McKelvey,  W.  H.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
McKennan,  T.,  Washington,  Washington. 
McKibben,  David  J.,  Ashland,  Schuylk. 
McKinney,  D.,  Beaver,  Beaver. 
McLanahan,  T.  J.,  Chambersburg,  Frank. 
McLean,  G.  M.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg'y. 
McLean,  H.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

McMillin,  J.  J., ,  Crawford. 

McMorris,  N.  C,  Duncannon,  Perry. 
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McMullen,  Thos.,  Penn  Run,  Indiana. 

MoMolUo,  Jas.,  Brushvalley,  Indiana. 

McMarraj,  Andrew  S.,  Philadelphia. 

McPhereon,  T.  G.,  v.  p.,  Beaver  Falls, 
Beaver. 

MoRejnolds,  H.  W.,t.,  Buckhom,  Colum. 
'  McVicker,  J.  P.,  b.  s.,  Williamsport,  Ly- 
coming. 

Mc Williams,  John  C,  New  Castle,  Schayl. 

Mabon,  Thos.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg'y. 

Magill,  W.  H.,  Danville,  Montonr. 

Maggini,  J.  C,  v.p.,  Port  Perry,  Alleg*y. 

Magoffin,  M.  M.,  Mercer,  Mercer. 

Malany,  Wm.  S., ,  Chester. 

Mansfield,  R.  S.,  Philadelphia. 

Marbourg,  H.  W.,  Johnstown,  Cambria. 

Marquis,  D.  S.,  v.  p.,  Rochester,  Beaver. 

Marsh,  £.  G.,  South  Gibson,  Susqueh'a. 

Marshall,  Nathan  S.,  Chester  Springs, 
Chester. 

Martin,  A.  J.,  v.  p.,  Allen  town,  Lehigh. 

Martin,  E.  G.,  t.,  Allentown,  Lehigh. 

Martin,  W.  D.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Mason,  £.  H.,  Towanda,  Bradford. 

Massey,  Isaac,  t.,  West  Chester,  Chester. 

Mathiot,  J.  B.,  Smithfield,  Fayette. 

Matlack,  J.  M.,  Turtle  Creek,  Alleghany. 

Matter,  G.  F.,  Markleville,  Perry. 

Matthews,  Jas.  M.,  v.  p.,  Temple,  Berks. 

Manrer,  A.  G.  L.,  Wiconisco,  Dauphin. 

Maxwell,  J.  Gordon, ,  Montg*y. 

Maybmrry,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 

Mayer,  Edw.R.,  p.,Wilke8barre,  Luzerne. 

Mays,  G.,  — — ,  Lancaster. 

Meals,  S.  D.,  Callensburg,  Clarion. 

Mease,  J.  W.,  Shippensville,  Clarion. 

Meekly, ,  Jersey  Shore,  Lycoming. 

Mehard,  S.  S.,  Mercer,  Mercer. 

Meigs,  James  Aitken,  Philadelphia. 

Meigs,  John  Forsythe,  Philadelphia. 

Mellinger,  Henry, ,  Lancaster. 

Mensch,  Jas.  G.,  p.,  Sellersville,  Bucks. 

Merritt,  David,  Philadelphia. 

Meschter,  G.  K.,  Fairview  Village,  Mont. 

Metagar,  L.  R.,  New  Texas,  Alleghany. 

Miller,  J.  A.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Miller,  J.  M.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Miller,  0.  L.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleghany. 

Miller,  W.  H.  H.,  Willia^nsport,  Lycom. 

Miller,  W.  N.,  Alleghany  City,  AUeg^y. 

Milliken,  D.  B.,  Landisburg,  Perry. 
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Mills,  Edward,  Ulster,  Bradford. 
Mish,  G.  F.,  Middletown,  Dauphin. 

Mitchel,  G.  W., ,  Perry. 

Mitchell,  W.,  Buffalo,  Washington. , 
Mixsell,  Jos.,  Easton,  Northampton. 
Montanye,  L.  D.,  v.  p.,  Towanda,  Bradf. 
Montgomery,  D.,  Catawissa,  Columbia. 
Montgomery,  J.,  T.,  Chambersburg, 

Franklin. 
Moody,  Benj.,  Rome,  Bradford. 
Moody,  G.  0.,  p.,  Titusville,  Crawford. 
Moody,  H.  Mont.,  p.,  Smithfield,  Bradf. 
Moon,  Wm.,  Womelsdorf,  Berks. 
Moore,  W.  M.,  Wesley ville,  Erie. 
Morris,  J.  Cheston,  Philadelphia. 
Morris,  Sydney  R.,  Philadelphia. 
Morrison,  M.  P.,  v.p.,  Monongahela  City, 

Washington. 
Morton,  C.  J.,  Chester,  Delaware. 
Moss,  G.  W.,  Kirby,  Greene. 
Mosser,  N.  B.,  Shiremanstown,  Cumb. 
Mossman,  B.  E.,  e.s.,  Greenville,  Mercer. 
Mower,  H.,  Boiling  Springs,  Cumberl'd. 
Mowry,  R.  B.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg'y. 

Musser,  Beig., ,  Lancaster. 

Myers,  T.  D.,  Williamsport,  Lycoming. 

Nagle,  H.  M.,  Reading,  Berks. 
Napheys,  Geo.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Neal,  H.,  Manchester,  Alleghany. 
Nebinger,  Andrew,  c,  Philadelphia. 
Nevin,  W.  W.,  c,  Shippensburg,  Cumb. 
Newberry,  Milton,  Whitemarsh,  Montg. 
Newcomet,  H.  W.,  Philadelphia. 
Newcomet,  J.  W.,  Stouchburg,  Berks. 
Nichols,  A.  Wm.,  Shiremanstown,  Cumb. 
Nisley,  S.  R.,  Hummelstown,  Dauphin. 
Norman,  J.  P.,  o.,  Rimersburg,  Clarion. 
Nugent,  W.  G.,  Pittston,  Luzerne. 
Nutt^  Geo.  D.,  c,  Williamsport,  Lycom'g. 
Nye,  Hiram,  Homewood,  Beaver. 

Oakes,  T.  Fletcher,  v.p.,  Titusville,  Craw. 
O'Brien,  J.  H.,  Carrick  P.  0.,  Alleghany. 
O'Connor,  M.,  v.  p.,  Harrisburg,  Dauph. 
O'Hara,  Michael,  Philadelphia. 
0*Malley,  P.  J.,  Pittston,  Luzerue. 
O'Neill,  Arthur,  o.  s.,  Meadville,  Crawf. 
Orris,  H.  0.,  Newport,  Perry. 
Orth,  H.  L.,  c,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 
Osier,  Owen,  Philadelphia. 
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Otto,  L.  M.,  Williamsport,  Lycoming. 
Owen,  J.  J.,  Chester,  Delaware. 

Palmer,  Chas.  T.,  R.8.,  Pottsville,  Schuyl. 
Pancoast,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 
Pancoast,  Wm.  H.,  p.,  Philadelphia. 
Parker,  8am ael,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 
Parker,  W.  C,  Kent,  Indiana. 
Parrish,  Jos.,  v.  P.,  o..  Media,  Delaware. 
Patten,  F.  H.,  o.,  Smithfield,  Fayette. 
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MmUTES  OF  THE  PEOOEEDINQS 


OP  THI 


tbial  Sonets  of  i\t  $hU  of  ^tnn$slhnia, 

AT  ITS  TWENH-SECOND  ANNUAL  SESSION, 

HBLD  AT 

WILLIAMSPORT,  JUNE,  1871. 


The  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  met  in  the 
Court-House  at  Williamsport,  June  14th,  1811,  at  11  o'clock  A.M. 

The  President,  Dr.  Samuel  D.  Gross,  of  Philadelphia  County, 
occupied  the  chair,  supported  by  Vice-Presidents  Dr.  Joseph  Par- 
RiSH,  of  Delaware,  and  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Hull,  of  Northumberland. 

The  Permanent  Secretary,  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  Assistant  Secretary,  Dr.  J.  P.  McVickbr,  of  Lycoming, 
were  also  present. 

The  meeting  was  opened  with  prayer  by  the  Rev.  T.  E.  Clapp, 
of  Williamsport. 

Dr.  Samuel  Pollock,  of  Lycoming,  welcomed  the  delegates  in 
the  following  address : — 

With  your  permission,  Mr.  President,  and  Gentlemen  op  the 
State  Medioal  Society  :  As  the  representative  of  the  Lycoming 
County  Medical  Society,  and  in  their  behalf,  I  have  much  pleasure 
in  extending  to  you  such  a  greeting  and  such  a  welcome  as  shall 
not  only  evince  our  respect  for  you  personally,  but  manifest,  at  the 
same  time,  our  sense  of  the  high  estimation  we  entertain  for  the 
profession,  to  the  advancement  of  which  we  have  consecrated  our 
lives. 

We  greet  you,  gentlemen,  in  a  spirit  of  the  most  fraternal  re- 
gard, and  we  thank  you  for  the  opportunity  you  have  given  us  of 
extending  to  you  the  hospitalities  of  our  city. 

For  the  first  time  in  our  history,  the  State  Medical  Society  has 
met  within  the  limits  of  Lycoming  County,  a  county  abounding  in 
rich  and  varied  scenery,  and  panoramic  beauty,  so  profusely  spread 
around  us  as  to  please  the  eye  and  gratify  the  taste  of  the  most 
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exacting  observer ;  and,  next  to  that  of  Saginaw  Valley,  the  most 
important  lumbering  mart  in  the  United  States.  We  hope,  ere  you 
leave,  to  give  you  ocular  demonstration  of  the  truth  of  this  state- 
ment. 

At  its  last  meeting  in  the  metropolis  of  our  good  old  Common- 
wealth, this  Society  had  reached  its  twenty-first  anniversary,  and 
it  was  meet  and  proper  that  the  same  city  which  had  witnessed  its 
natal  hour  should  also  witness  the  majority  of  its  age,  and  the  full 
and  matured  expansion  of  its  powers;  and  although  it  is  true  that^ 

"  Iq  tlie  gad  aiithmetio  of  jeais — 
Whose  snm  is  sorrow,  and  the  sjnbol  tears— 
Mnltiply  Dumbers,  add  all  figures  knowD, 
We  reach  bat  once  the  magio  twentj-one," 

yet,  upon  a  retrospect  of  the  past,  we  have  every  reason  to  con- 
gratulate you  upon  the  bright  anticipations  which  surround  the 
future  of  our  Society. 

Launched,  as  we  now  are,  upon  a  higher,  nobler,  grander  path 
than  we  have  ever  trodden  before,  let  it  be  our  aim  to  make  each 
succeeding  session  of  our  organization,  a  mile-stone  along  the  great 
highway  of  civilization,  indicating  our  advance  toward  that  great 
ultimate  consummation  we  so  ardently  desire  to  see  accomplished 
— the  amelioration  of  the  mental,  moral,  and  physical  condition  of 
humanity. 

The  mental  history  of  the  world  has  never  yet  been  written ;  and 
should  the  true  progress  of  human  opinion  ever  receive  from  com- 
petent hands  that  attention  which  its  importance  so  richly  merits, 
it  will  form  one  of  the  most  interesting  and  extraordinary  branches 
of  modem  literature. 

Our  own  profession  fhmishes  some  striking  illustrations  of  the 
truth  of  this  proposition.  And  first,  it  is  a  singular  fact  that  our 
profession  has  not  only  kept  abreast,  but  almost  always  in  advance^ 
of  the  moral,  religious,  and  intellectual  revolutions  of  the  world. 
From  our  present  stand-point,  let  us  for  one  moment  look  back, 
and,  from  authentic  records  of  the  past,  ascertain  the  teachings  of 
history  upon  this  point.  Oreat  events  are  contemporaneous,  and 
the  ^^  coincidences  between  certain  great  political  and  intellectual 
periods,  and  the  appearance  of  illustrious  medical  reformers  and 
teachers,"  cannot  have  escaped  the  attention  of  the  most  superficial 
reader.  In  the  days  of  greatest  Grecian  intellectual  activity,  it 
was  Hippocrates  who  impressed  upon  medical  science  the  character- 
istic marks  which  it  retained  for  nearly  two  thousand  years.  And 
who  were  his  contemporaries?  Need  I  mention  the  names  of  Soc- 
rates, Plato,  and  other  crowned  monarchs  of  mind,  who  gave  an 
impetus  to  the  development  of  thought,  projected  their  influence 
far  into  many  succeeding  centuries,  and  almost  compelled  destiny 
to  bow  to  their  will  ? 

And  who  does  not  know  that  the  great  Macedonian,  whose  reign 
and  epoch  form  one  of  the  pivots  of  the  world's  history,  was  the 
pupil  of  Aristotle,  the  first  observer,  anatomical  dissector,  and 
physiological  describer  of  animals,  and  whose  medical  opinions, 
down  to  the  revival  of  learning  in  the  fifteenth  century,  remained 
an  undisputed  authority. 
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Once  more:  soon  after  its  foundation,  Alexandria,  in  Egypt, 
became  the  centre  of  science  and  learning.  Immediately  the  restric- 
tions upon  human  dissections  were  removed,  and  while  the  names 
of  Euclid,  the  father  of  scientific  geometry,  and  Nichomachus,  the 
first  scientific  arithmetician,  shine  as  stars  of  the  first  magnitude 
in  the  literary  firmament  of  that  country,  those  of  Herophilus  and 
Eristratus,  as  eminent  physicians  and  surgeons,  glow  with  no  less 
brilliancy  as  disciples  of  that  celebrated  school. 

Again:  when  the  sturdy  monk,  far  off  amid  the  tangled  swamps 
and  forests  of  Germany,  was  heard  whispering  to  the  world  man's 
equality  in  the  sight  of  God,  and  his  duty  to  recognize  no  god 
but  the  God  of  the  Bible,  and  to  obey  no  dictates  but  those  of 
common  sense,  Yesalius,  the  youthful  and  intrepid  professor  of 
Padua,  surrounded  by  the  luxuries  and  refinements  of  the  court  of 
Charles  V.,  founded  the  modern  system  of  anatomy,  and,  at  the 
age  of  twenty-eight,  published,  at  the  risk  of  life  and  limb,  his 
great  work  on  anatomy,  which  Haller  pronounced  immortal,  and 
Senac  the  discovery  of  a  new  world. 

Take  another  illustration  of  the  striking  coincidences  which  we 
see  in  the  intellectual  and  medical  epochs  of  the  world. 

Lord  Bacon,  the  founder  of  the  inductive  or  experimental  philo- 
sophy, in  his  day  revolutionized  the  whole  world  of  thought,  and 
laying  broad  and  deep  the  foundations  of  the  great  temple  of  truth, 
assuming  grander  and  grander  proportions,  and  rising  higher  and 
higher,  until  from  its  summit  he  could,  without  effort,  ^^  sweep  all 
the  domains  of  science,  all  the  past,  the  present,  and  the  future,  all 
the  errors  of  two  thousand  years,  all  the  encouraging  signs  of  the 
passing  times,  all  the  bright  hopes  of  the  coming  age." 

And  who  was  his  contemporary  f  Could  the  medical  profession 
of  the  same  period  furnish  an  intellect  of  as  vast  a  capacity  ? 

We  are  proud  to  say  it  was  equal  to  the  emergency. 

William  Harvey  had  sat  an  enraptured  pupil  at  the  feet  of  Lord 
Bacon,  and  had  learned  lessons  of  practical  wisdom  as  they  fell 
from  his  lips,  and  it  was  reserved  for  Bacon's  illustrious  pupil  to 
publish  to  the  world,  in  1628,  his  discovery  of  the  circulation  of  the 
blood ;  not  the  result  of  accident,  not  the  freak  of  fortune,  not  an 
inspiration  of  genius — the  train  leading  to  the  discovery  had  been 
laid  long  before — it  was  the  culminating  point  of  patient  labor,  long 
study,  and  earnest  investigation. 

Well  does  this  discovery  of  Harvey  deserve  to  stand  pre-eminently 
conspicuous  with  the  use  of  those  new  and  better  methods  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  truth  introduced  by  Bacon,  and  which  has  conferred 
immortality  upon  his  name. 

The  name  of  Bichat,  who  gave  the  first  impulse  to  the  study  of 
histology,  so  important  a  department  of  medical  knowledge  in  its 
application  to  pathology  and  practical  medicine,  threw  a  brighter 
lustre  around  the  government  of  Napoleon  I.  than  all  the  glory  re- 
flected upon  France  from  the  fields  of  Jena  and  Austerlitz. 

And  last,  though  not  least,  contemporary  with  Washington, 
whose  name  will  forever  illumine  the  path  of  the  down-trodden  and 
oppressed  of  every  nation  to  freedom  aijd  to  law — contemporary 
with  Franklin,  Adams,  Warren,  and  other  master-spirits  who  rode 
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upon  the  whirlwind  and  directed  the  storm  of  the  Beyolution  of 
'76 — was  Dr.  Benjamin  Rush,  whom  to  name  is  to  praise. 

He  has  been  well  designated  the  ^^  intellectual  offspring  of  that 
glorious  era  pregnant  with  the  whole  destiny  of  man."  I  have 
seen  his  name  attached  by  his  own  hand  to  that  important  Declara- 
tion which  forever  absolved  us  from  allegiance  to  the  British  crown ; 
at  the  same  time  he  stands  forth  the  fearless  and  intelligent  phy- 
sician, emancipating  the  medical  mind  of  America  from  the  shackles 
of  those  perplexing  and  erroneous  systems  of  medicine  so  prevalent 
at  that  day  on  the  continent  of  Europe  and  in  the  British  Isles. 

Thus  across  the  interval  of  ages  are  wafted  to  us  the  thoughts  of 
those  ^^  colossal  minds,  whose  altitude  is  to  be  measured  not  by  feet, 
but  furlongs ;  minds  whose  horizon  is  their  coeval  hemisphere ;  or 
higher  still,  prophetic  minds,"  who  from  their  high  eminence  saw  the 
summits  of  far  distant  thoughts  gilded  by  the  unrisen  sun  of  some 
future  century.  We  are  the  contemporaries  of  those  thoughts.  We 
live  in  the  midst  of  their  realization.  As  if  the  earth  were  a  great 
whispering  gallery,  and  the  swiftly  gliding  centuries  were  but  the 
telegraphic  wires  which  convey  to  modern  minds  the  thoughts  of 
former  ages. 

At  one  end  sits  the  19th  century,  and  down  the  long  line  are 
transmitted  lessons  from  the  first,  which  are  valuable  in  moulding 
its  character  for  good  or  for  evil — omnipotent  for  good  when  well 
directed — omnipotent  for  evil  when  basely  perverted. 

There  is  a  subtle  and  potent  influence  pervading  these  products  of 
former  minds  which  time  cannot  weaken  nor  long  ages  hardly  di- 
lute.   Progress  and  development  are  God's  universal  law. 

We  are  reaping  to-day  the  harvest  sprung  from  seed  sown  long 
ago.  Knowledge  is  necessarily  progressive.  Step  by  step  we  have 
seen  medicine  keeping  pace  with  its  sister  arts,  in  the  "advancement 
of  civilization,  and  the  development  of  thought. 

Throwing  aside  the  traditional  and  fanciful  empiricism  which 
encumbered  its  progress,  it  has  "  become  a  science  founded  on  re- 
corded facts,  on  enlightened  experience,  and  solid  methods  of  ob- 
servation." It  shrinks  from  no  encounter,  it  i^ecoils  from  no  as- 
sault. Too  noble  in  its  nature  to  be  identified  with  the  emasculated 
systems  of  modern  times,  it  investigates  carefully  the  nature  of 
every  disease  with  which  it  comes  in  contact,  the  changes  it  assumes 
as  modified  by  structure  and  functions,  and  scrutinizes  rigidly  the 
peculiar  features  by  which  it  is  distinguished.  To  attain  this  know- 
ledge, how  many  and  how  various  are  the  ingenious  scientific  instru- 
ments and  appliances  in  every  department  of  medicine  and  surgery, 
now  placed  in  our  hands  1  These  need  not  here  be  enumerated.  The 
microscope  has  achieved  the  most  brilliant  triumphs,  and  in  the 
domain  of  pathological  anatomy  I  can  cordially  adopt,  in  reference 
to  it,  the  language  of  our  venerated  President,  ^^  although  the  field  is 
still  open,  inviting  further  research,  the  clouds  which  so  long  over- 
shadowed it  have  been  effectually  dispersed,  and  have  reached  a 
glorious  sunlight,  the  rays  of  which  have  pierced  every  recess  of  the 
healing  art  with  their  benign  and  renovating  infiuence." 

Questions  of  absorbing  and  exciting  interest  may  arise  during 
the  sessions  of  this  Society;  let  us  consider  them  calmly^  meet  them 
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manfully^  and  decide  them  yu8%.    Then  will  be  fulfilled  the  quaint, 
bat  true  sentiment — 

Softly,  ]tfinX\j  toaoh  the  nettle, 

And  it  stings  70a  for  jour  pains  ; 
Seize  it  like  a  man  of  mettle, 

And  it  soft  as  silk  remains. 

Permit  me,  gentlemen,  again  to  assure  you  of  the  pleasure  we 
feel  in  meeting  with  you,  and  tender  to  you  once  more  a  warm  and 
cordial  welconie. 

The  President,  on  behalf  of  the  Society,  accepted  the  hospitali- 
ties thus  offered. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Crawford,  of  Lycoming,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
of  Arrangements,  announced  the  following  programme : — 

Wednesday,  June  14th. — The  Society  to  meet  at  11  A.  M.  and 
adjourn  at  1  P.  M. ;  meet  again  at  3  P.  M.  and  adjourn  at  6  P.  M. 

Thursday,  June  15th. — Meet  at  9  A.  M.  and  adjourn  at  12  M.; 
meet  again  at  2  P.  M.  and  adjourn  at  5  P.  M. 

Friday,  June  16th. — Meet  at  8  A.  M.  and  adjourn  at  9^  A.M. 

Entertainments  and  Receptions  during  the  Session. 
Wednesday,  June  14. 
Annual  Address  of  President,  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  at  the  Academy  of 
Music,  at  7^  P.  M. 
Reception  by  the  Mayor,  Hon.  James  Perkins. 
Beception  by  Hon.  Wm.  H.  Armstrong. 

Thursday,  June  15. 
Banquet  at  the  Herdic  House,  at  8  P.  M. 

Friday,  June  16. 

Excursion  to  and  entertainment  at  Minnequa  Springs,  by  Hon. 
Peter  Herdic. 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements,  acting  as  a  Committee  on  Cre- 
dentials, reported  progress,  and  were  granted  permission  to  report 
when  ready. 

On  motion,  the  calling  of  the  roll  was  omitted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Ceawpobd,  of  Lycoming,  the  reading  of 
the  Annual  Address  by  the  President  was  postponed  until  T^P.M. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  of  Philadelphia,  the  reading 
of  the  minutes  of  the  last  session  was  dispensed  with. 

Dr.  John  Cubwen,  of  Dauphin,  presented  the  following  resolu- 
tions, which  had  been  adopted  by  the  Association  of  Medical  Super- 
intendents of  American  Institutions  for  the  Insane,  June  8th,  1871, 
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and  directed  to  be  sent  to  each  State  Medical  Society  in  the 
country : — 

Resolved^  That  in  view  of  the  frequency  of  mental  disorders 
among  all  classes  and  descriptions  of  people,  and  in  recognition  of 
the  fact,  that  the  first  care  of  nearly  all  these  cases  necessarily  de- 
Tolves  apon  physicians  engaged  in  general  practice,  and  this  at  a 
period  when  sound  views  of  the  disease  and  judicions  modes  of 
treatment  are  specially  important, — ^it  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of 
this  Association,  that  in  every  school  conferring  medical  degrees 
there  should  be  delivered,  by  competent  professors,  a  complete 
course  of  lectures  on  insanity,  and  on  medical  jurisprudence  as 
connected  with  disorders  of  the  mind. 

Resolved^  That  these  courses  of  lectures  should  be  delivered  before 
all  the  students  attending  these  schools,  and  that  no  one  should  be 
allowed  to  graduate  without  as  thorough  an  examination  on  these 
subjects,  as  on  the  other  branches  taught  in  the  schools. 

Resolved^  That  in  connection  with  these  lectures,  whenever  prac- 
ticable, there  should  be  clinical  instruction  so  arranged,  that  while 
giving  the  student  practical  illustrations  of  the  different  forms  of 
insanity  and  the  effects  of  treatment,  it  should  in  no  way  be  detri- 
mental to  the  patients. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  CubweN|  these  resolutions  were  unanimously 
adopted. 

Dr.  S.  M.  Ross,  of  Mercer,  read  the  details  of  a  case  of  fracture 
of  the  pelvic  bones. 

On  motion,  the  paper  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lication. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Crawford,  of  Lycoming,  offered  the  following,  which, 
after  an  amendment  by  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlse,  of  Philadelphia,  was 
adopted: — 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  the  Lycoming  County  Medical 
Society,  and  members  of  other  county  societies,  here  present,  who 
are  not  delegates,  be  invited  to  seats  in  this  Society,  and  to  parti- 
cipate in  its  discussions. 

Dr.  John  Curwen  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : — 

Resolved^  That  at  thi  future  meetings  of  this  Society,  the  first 
day  shall  be  devoted  to  miscellaneous  business;  that  the  second 
day  shall  be  given  to  the  reading  of  papers  on  medical,  surgical, 
obstetrical,  and  hygienic  subjects,  and  the  members  are  specially 
requested  to  prepare  such  papers:  and  that  all  unfinished  miscella- 
neous business  be  transacted  on  the  third  day. 

The  report  of  the  Standing  Committee  having  been  called  for.  Dr. 
Traill  Orsin,  of  Northampton,  announced  that  they  had  nothing 
to  present,  as  nothing  had  been  offered  for  their  consideration. 

On  motion,  the  committee  was  continued. 
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Reports  Trere  received  Arom  the  following  counties,  and  seyerally 
referred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication :  Allegheny,  Beaver,  Brad- 
ford, Butler,  Blair,  Columbia  and  Montour,  Clearfield,  Dauphin, 
Delaware,  Fayette,  Franklin,  Lancaster,  Lycoming,  Luzerne,  Mer- 
cer, Montgomery,  Northampton,  Philadelphia,  Schuylkill,  Susque* 
hanna,  and  Westmoreland. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary,  Dr.  L.  Turnbull,  of  Philadelphia, 
read  his  report,  which,  on  motion,  was  received  and  entered  on  the 
minutes. 

PmLADKiPHTA,  Jtiiie  14, 1871. 
To  the  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Penntyhania : 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  would  respectfhlly  report,  that  he 
has  attended  to  numerous  letters,  etc.,  in  regard  to  transactions 
and  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  interests  of  the  Society.  He 
received  the  "  Constitution  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  County 
of  Berks;*'  also,  the  "Constitution  and  By-Laws  of  the  Schuyl- 
kill County  Medical  Society" — the  first  approved  by  the  Board  of 
Censors  of  the  First  District,  February  2,  1811,  and  the  latter 
March  7, 1871.  There  are  also  two  reports  from  the  "Board  of 
Censors  to  the  Society."  The  first  is  in  relation  to  the  complaint 
of  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Egle  against  the  action  of  the  Dauphin  County 
Medical  Society ;  the  second  was  a  protest  of  physicians  against 
the  action  of  those  who,  as  they  say,  attempted  to  destroy  the 
Berks  County  Medical  Society,  and  asking  the  Board  of  Censors  to 
refuse  their  approval  of  their  constitution  and  by-laws. 
Very  respectfully, 

LAURENCE  TURNBtTLL. 

Dr.  J.  O.  STSTLBB,of  Philadeli^ia^  having  asked  for  information 
as  to  the  case  of  the  Berks  County  Medical  Society,  the  Permanent 
Secretary  read  the  papers  on  that  subject  as  presented  by  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary. 

Dr.  W.  R.  FiNDLEY,  of  Blair,  objected  to  a  further  consideration 
of  the  subject,  as  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Censors  was  final. 

The  President  decided  the  point  of  order  as  well  taken,  and  on 
motion  of  Dr.  W.  Wobthington,  of  Chester,  the  report  of  the 
Board  was  approved. 

Dr.  Jos.  Parbish,  of  Delaware,  offered  the  following,  which  Was 
adopted  :— 

Whereas^  It  is  a  fact  that  opium  and  its  preparations,  and 
numerous  advertised  and  patented  alcoholic  compounds,  as  sold  by 
druggists  and  others,  are  used  as  common  intoxicants ;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  one  mem- 
ber from  each  County  Society  here  represented,  or  entitled  to  repre- 
sentation in  this  body,  to  be  known  as  a  Committee  on  Opium 
and  Alcoholic  Intoxicants,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  collect  such 
facts  and  statistics  as  may  be  within  their  reach,  and  make  report 
thereon  next  year. 
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Resolved^  That  the  committee  have  power  to  fill  vacancies  in 
their  own  body,  and  to  add  to  their  number  in  localities  where  it 
may  seem  to  be  called  for. 

In  accordance  with  the  standing  resolution  adopted  at  the  last 
session  (vuf^p.  178,  Transactions  iov  18T0),the  President  appointed 
as  the  Business  Committee,  Drs.  A.  M.  Pollook,  of  Allegheny,  J. 
O.  Stetleb,  of  Philadelphia,  and  John  Cubwen,  of  Dauphin. 

Dr.  H.  S.  Chubbuck,  of  New  York,  was  received  as  a  represen- 
tative from  the  New  York  State  Medical  Society. 

Drs.  T.  H.  Squibe  and  W.  H,  Davis,  of  New  York,  were  also 
presented  and  welcomed  by  the  President. 

On  'motion  of  Dr.  Stetleb,  it  was  resolved  that  the  Delegates 
from  the  various  County  Societies  be  requested  to  meet  immediately 
after  this  morning's  adjournment,  to  agree  upon  a  Delegate  to  re- 
present them  in  the  Committee  on  Nominations. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Daly,  of  Allegheny,  the  following  was 
adopted : — 

Whereas^  The  law  which  prevails  locally,  to  some  extent,  in  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania,  requiring  the  registration  of  births,  mar- 
riages, and  deaths,  is  found  to  work  advantageously  for  statistical 
information,  and  to  be  useful  as  a  record  of  important  social  events; 
therefore,  be  it 

Resolved^  That  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania request  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  to  enact  a  law 
making  the  registration  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths  obligatory 
throughout  the  State. 

Resolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  frame  such  a  law. 

The  President  appointed  as  the  Committee,  Drs.  W.  H.  Daly, 
of  Allegheny,  W.  Wobthington,  of  Chester,  A.  M.  Pollock,  of 
Allegheny,  W.  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  Edw.  Lyon,  of  Lycoming, 
W.  M.  Wallace,  of  Erie,  and  Joseph  Pabbish,  of  Delaware. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  till  3  P.  M. 

Aflemoon^  3  o^clock. 
The  President,  Dr.  Gboss,  in  the  chair. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  read  the  following  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Credentials : — 

The  Committee  of  Arrangements  report  the  following  names  as 
registered : — 

Allegheny  County. 

RAMI.  P08T-0FFI0B. 

W.  H.  Daly,  Pittsburg. 

W.  F.  Knox,  McKeesport. 

A.  M.  Pollock,  Pittsburg. 
Thos.  W.  Shaw,  " 

Jos.  H.  Snodgbass,  ^^ 
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Beaver  County. 

C.  FoEBSTiGB,  Rochester. 
J.  E.  Jackson,                              Fallston. 

Berks  County. 
J.  A.  Bbobst,  Bernville. 

L.  DeBabth  Kuhn,  Reading. 

D.  A.  Ulrich,  '' 
W.  M.  Wbidman,                               '* 

Blair  County. 
R.  M.  Christy,  HoUidaysburg. 

J.  M.  QEMBnLL,  Jr.,  Tyrone. 

D.  S.  Hayes,  HoUidaysburg. 
J.  D.  W.  Henderson,                   Altoona. 

W.  C.  Roller,  " 

Bradford  County. 

E.  P.  Allen,  Athens. 

R.  H.  Ely,  Burlingtonboro. 

E.  A.  EvBRiTT,  Wellsburg,  N.  Y. 

Geo.  F.  Horton,  Terrytown. 

Edward  Mills,  Ulster. 

Chester  County. 
WiLMER  WoRTHiNGTON,  West  Chester. 

Clearfield  County. 
D.  O.  Crouch,  Curwensville. 

R.  V.  Wilson,  Clearfield. 

Columbia  and  Montour  Counties. 
W.  M.  BiOKLY,  Danville,  Montour  Co. 

W.  H.  Bradley,  "  " 

W.  H.  Magill,  «  " 

Jos.  R.  Priestley,     Northumberland,  Northumberland  Co. 
P.  M.  Sendebling,     Berwick,  Columbia  Co. 
J.  D.  Strawbridgb,  Danville,  Montour  Co. 
Thos.  J.  Swisher,     Jerseytown,  Columbia  Co. 

Crawford  County. 
James  P.  Hassler,  Cochranton. 
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Cumberland  County. 

E.  B.  Brandt,  Mechanicsburg. 
S.  B.  EBIFFS&,  Carlisle. 

Wh.  H.  Lonqsdorv,  Dickinson. 

Dauphin  County. 
John  Curwen,  Harrisbnrg. 

H.  D.  Keller,  Union  Depot 

W.  D.  Martin,  Harrisburg. 

J.  H.  R(EBUOK,  Derry  Church. 

Delaware  County. 
Jacob  Boon,  Darby. 

J.  F.  M.  FoRWOOD,  Chester. 

F.  RiDGBLT  OrAHAM,  " 

Joseph  Parrish,  Media. 

Erie  County. 
Wu.  M.  Wali^oe,  Erie. 

Franklin  County. 
8.  G.  Lane,  Chambersburg. 

John  Montgomery,  " 

Oreene  County. 
W.  S.  Throckmorton,  Day's  Store. 

Indiana  County. 
J.  W.  Hughes,  Blairsville. 

Lancaster  County. 
Alex.  Craig,  Columbia. 

Brainard  Leaman,  Leaman  Place. 

A.  C.  Treichler,  Elizabethtown. 

Luzerne  County. 
Herbert  D.  Bixbt,  Plymouth. 

J.  E.  BuLKELET,  Wilkesbarre. 

J.  B.  Crawford,  " 

Lycoming  County. 
J.  S.  Crawford,  Williamsport. 

Edw.  Lyon,  " 

W.  H.  H.  Miller,  " 

Samuel  Pollock,  " 

S.  S.  Smith,  Driftwood  (Cameron  Co.) 
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Mercer  County. 

A.  T.  Claek,  Worth. 

H.  Db  La  C08SETT,  Greenville. 

J.  B.  Livingston,  West  Middlesex. 

S.  S.  MsHABDy  Mercer. 

Montgomery  County. 

Hiram  Corson,  Conshohocken. 

Wm.  Corson,  Norristown. 

John  Sohraok,  Shannonville. 

Northampton  County. 

Traill  Oresn,  Easton. 

Isaac  Ott,  ** 

John  Sandt,  Stockertown. 

Perry  County. 

Wm.  R.  Cisna,  Ickesburg. 

Jos.  SwARTZ,  Duncannon. 

Philadelphia. 

Washington  L.  Atlee,  Philadelphia. 

L.  K.  Baldwin,  " 

C.  S.  BOKER,  " 

L.  S.  B0LLE8,  " 

W.  H.  BUNN,  " 

J.  SoLis  Cohen,  " 

T.  M.  Drysdale,  " 

H.  Y.  Evans,  " 

A.  H.  Pish,  '* 

Albert  Frick£,  ^^ 

N.  Hatfield,  '* 

Edwin  Hellybb,  " 

A.  G.  B.  HiNKLE,  '* 

J.  A.  Landis,  " 

BsNj.  Lee,  ^^ 

Andrew  Nebinger,  ^^ 

W.  H.  Panooast,  " 

W.  C.  Phelps,  " 
WiNTHROP  Sargent, 
John  G.  Stetler, 
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Schuylkill  Couniy. 

A.  H.  Halberstadt,  Pottsville. 
Uriah  Long,  Tamaqua. 
G.  L.  Reaqan,                               Shenandoah. 
Jacob  F«  Tbeiohleb,  McEeansburg. 

Susquehanna  County. 
Samuel  Bibdsall,  Susquehanna  Depot. 

S.  W.  Dayton,  Great  Bend. 

W.  L.  RioHABDSON,  Montrose. 

Tioga  County. 
Hendebson  a.  Philips,  Knoxville. 

RoBEBT  B.  Smith,  Tioga. 

C.  K.  Thompson,  Wellsboro. 

W.  W.  Webb,  "    , 

Venango  County. 
J.  R.  Abteb,  Oil  City. 

Robt.  Crawford,  Cooperstown. 

T.  W.  Egbert,  Oil  City. 

B.  GiLLETT,  Franklin. 

Warren  County. 
H.  L.  Bartholomew,  Warren. 

A.  C.  Blodqet,  Youngville. 

Washington  County. 
S.  L.  Blaohlt,  Sparta. 

M.  P.  Morrison,  Monongahela  City. 

Representative  from  New  York  State  Medical  Society. 
H.  S.  Chubbuok,  Elmira. 

Ex' Officio  Delegates. 
Thos.  R.  Hull,  Vice-President^  Milton,  Northumberland  Co. 

W.  R.  Hull,  Censor^  Wiliiamsport,  Lycoming  Co. 

J.  P.  McVicKER,  Recording  Secretary^  "  " 

H.  St.  Clair  Ash,  Censor^  Philadelphia. 

Wm.  B.  Atkinson,  Permanent  Secretary^      " 
Saml.  D.  Gross,  President^  " 

Laurence  Turnbull,  Corresponding  Secretary^  Philadelphia. 
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Permanent  Members. 
John  Fay,  Altoona,  Blair  Co. 

Wm.  R.  Findlby,  "  " 

Crawford  Irwin,  Hollidaysburg,  Blair  Co. 

S.  M.  Ross,  Greenville,  Mercer  Co. 

W.  R.  Findlby,  f^om  Blair  County,  registers  as  Permanent  Mem- 
ber, against  which  a  protest  has  been  presented. 

J.  S.  CRAWFORD, 
THOS.  H.  HELSBY, 
W.  R.  HULL, 

Committee, 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  the  report  was  received. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt  read  a  full  history  of  his  difficulty  with 
the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Traill  Oreen,  of  Northampton,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  of  Publication,  for  publication  with  the 
minutes. 

Dr.  Wm.  R.  Findlby,  of  Blair,  called  up  the  protest  against  his 
admission. 

Dr.  Crawford  Irwin,  of  Blair,  made  a  statement  from  the  Blair 
County  Medical  Society,  which  the  President  ruled  out  of  order. 

Dr.  S.  M.  Ross,  of  Mercer,  asked  that  the  Society  now  decide  the 
matter,  when  the  President  decided  that  the  whole  matter  had 
already  been  disposed  of. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  read  the  following  names  as  consti- 
tuting the  Committee  on  Nominations,  who  were,  on  motion,  per- 
mitted to  retire  immediately. 

Allegheny,  T.  W.  Shaw;  Beaver,  C.  Foerstige;  Berks,  L.  DeB. 
Kuhn;  Blair,  R.  W.  Christy;  Bradford,  E.  P.  Allen;  Chester, 
W.  Worthington;  Columbia  and  Montour,  W.  H.  Magill;  Craw- 
ford, J.  P.  Hassler;  Cumberland,  E.  B.  Brandt;  Dauphin,  J.  H. 
R(EBUOK ;  Delaware,  F.  R.  Qraham;  Erie,  W.  M.  Wallace  ;  Frank- 
lin, John  Montgomery  ;  Greene,  W.  S.  Throckmorton  ;  Lancaster, 
B.  Leaman  ;  Luzerne,  J.  E.  Bulkeley  ;  Lycoming,  W.  H.  H.  Miller  ; 
Mercer,  A.  T.  Clark  ;  Montgomery,  John  Sohraok  ;  Northamp- 
ton, John  Sandt  ;  Philadelphia,  H.  St.  Clair  Ash  ;  Perry,  Jos. 
Swartz  ;  Schuylkill,  A.  H.  Halberstadt  ;  Susquehanna,  S.  Bird- 
ball;.  Tioga,  H.  A.  Phillips;  Venango,  R.  Crawford;  Washing- 
ton, S.  L.  Blachly. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Benj.  Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  it  was 

Eesolvedy  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Business  Committee 
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to  provide  and  place  in  a  conBiMcaoas  position,  at  the  opening  of 
each  annual  session,  a  blank  or  bulletin  on  which  members  or  visi- 
tors desiring  to  present  communications  on  scientific  subjects  may 
record  their  names,  the  titles  of  their  communications,  and  the 
length  of  time  that  they  will  occupy ;  and  that  such  communica- 
tions shall  be  heard  by  the  Society  in  the  order  of  their  entrance 
on  the  bulletin,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Committee. 

Tbe  report  of  the  Committee  of  PuUication  was  read  by  the 
Permanent  Secretary,  and,  <m  motion,  accepted  and  ordered  to  be 
entered  on  the  minutes. 

The  Committee  of  Publication  respectfully  report  that  they  had 
printed  of  the  Transactions  of  1870,  eleven  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  (1125)  copies,  at  an  expense  of  seven  hundred  and  thirty-two 
dollars  and  forty-two  cents  ($732  42). 

Of  these  there  were  distributed — 

To  County  Societies 973  copies. 

To  Medical  Journals 19      ** 

To  representatives  from  other  State  Societies  .^        .  2     ^ 

To  J.  B.  Ullersperger,  M.  D.,  Munich,  Bavaria         .  2     ^ 

Remaining  on  hand 129      ^^ 

1125  copies. 

WM.  MAYBURRY,  Chairman. 
WM.  B.  ATKINSON, 
LAURBNCB  TURNBULL, 
A.  H.  PISH, 
WM.  H.  PANC0A8T, 
June,  1871.  THOS.  LYON. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Squire,  of  New  York,  exhibited  a  new  prostatic 
catheter. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  J.  P.  MoYioksr,  of  Lycoming,  a  vote  of  thanka 
was  tendered  Dr.  S.,  and  he  was  requested  to  fbmish  a  deseriptioa 
of  the  instrument,  with  a  wood-cut,  for  publication  in  the  IVon^oc- 
tions  of  the  Society. 

Dr.  L.  TuRNBULL,  of  Philadelphia,  read  a  statistical  detail  of 
cases  of  diseases  of  the  ear.  On  moUoa  of  Dr.  Ststler,  it  was  re- 
ferred  to  the  Committee  of  Publication. 

Dr.  Benj.  Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  exhibited  and  explained  a  modi- 
fied apparatus  for  the  treatment  of  angular  curvature  of  the  spine. 

On  motion,  he  was  requested  to  furnish  an  abstract  of  his  re- 
marks for  publication. 

Dr.  Gross  having  retired,  Vice-President  Dr.  Jos.  Parrish,  occa- 
pied  the  chair. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  read  an  invitation  from  the  Mayor  of 
Williamsport  to  an  entertainment  at  his  house,  this  evening,  which 
was  accepted  with  thanks. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  until  ^\  P.  M. 
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Evening,  1^  o^clock. 

The  Society  assembled  at  the  Academy  of  Music,  Vice-President 
Dr.  Jos.  Parbish  in  the  chair. 

The  President,  Dr.  S.  D.  Gboss,  was  introduced  by  Dr.  J.  S. 
Cbawfobd,  and  delivered  the  Annual  Address. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Worthington,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were 
tendered  to  Dr.  Gboss  for  his  able  and  interesting  address,  and  a 
copy  was  requested  for  publication. 

On  motion,  the  Society  ac^oumed  until  9  A.  M.  Thursday. 

Thubsdat  Mobnino,  June  15. 

The  Society  assembled  at  9  A.  M.,  President  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross  in  the 
chair. 

The  minutes  of  Wednesday's  session  were  read  and  approved. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  called  the  roll. 

The  President  having  requested  Vice-President  Dr.  Jos.  Parrish 
to  take  the  chair,  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : — 

Whereas,  The  meetings  of  our  Society  have  hitherto  been,  in  great 
degree,  barren  of  scientific  and  literary  papers,  and,  therefore,  de- 
ficient in  actual  interest :  Therefore, 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  annually  ta 
appoint  some  member  to  deliver  an  address  in  Medicine,  an  addi*e8a 
in  Surgery,  and  an  address  in  Obstetrics,  reviewing  the  progress, 
during  the  previous  year,  of  these  respective  branches  of  medicine 
and  the  collateral  sciences. 

Dr.  John  Cubwsn  called  up  the  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
as  offered  last  year  by  Dr.  Stetleb  {vide  p.  23),  which  was  adopted 
unanimously. 

Abt.  XI. — Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  this  Consti- 
tution shall  be  made  in  writing ;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amend- 
ment  receive  the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall 
be  adopted ;  but  if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amend- 
ment shall  lie  over  until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when  it  may  be 
adopted  by  a  majority  of  two-thirds  of  the  voters  present. 

The  jamendment  to  Art.  III.,  Sea.  2,  offered  by  Dr.  Gboss,  was 
next  called  up. 

Dr.  Wm.  B.  Atkinson  moved  that  it  be  indefinitely  postponed. 

After  much  discussion,  participated  in  by  Drs.  Atlee,  Atkinson, 
Stetleb,  Cohen,  Gboss,  Parrish,  Pollock,  and  Nebinoer,  the 
motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  was  adopted. 

President  Gross  now  to<^  the  chair. 

The  amendment  to  the  Code  of  Ethics  was  next  called  up  {vide 
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p.  26),  when  the  President  decided  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Code  was 
not  made  by  this  Society,  it  had  no  power  to  amend  it, 

Dr.  H.  Corson,  of  Montgomery,  moved  that  our  delegation  to 
the  next  session  of  the  American  Medical  Association  be  instructed 
to  bring  this  amendment  before  that  body  for  their  consideration. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  R.  Findlbt,  the  whole  subject  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

Dr.  J.  G.  Stbtlee  offered  the  following: — 

Whereas^  The  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  has 
recognized  the  new  Medical  Society  of  Berks  County :  Therefore, 

Besolved^  That  all  the  Permanent  Members  of  this  Society  iVom 
the  old  Medical  Society  of  Berks  County  be  erased  from  the  list  of 
its  Permanent  Members. 

The  President  decided  this  motion  not  to  be  in  order. 

Dr.  B.  Lee  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair.  The  appeal 
was  taken,  and  the  chair  was  sustained. 

The  amendment  to  the  By-laws  (vide  p.  27),  as  offered  by  Dr. 
CuMMiSKEY,  was  Called  up.  *'  Amendment  to  By-laws  (p.  527,  art. 
3,  sec.  2,  line  5) :  after  Committee  of  Publication,  insert '  to  prepare 
from  the  reports  of  the  county  societies  a  statistical  State  report, 
which  shall  present,  in  brief  and  together,  all  the  points  of  interest 
contained  in  said  reports,  and  that  the  committee  shall  have  dis- 
cretionary power  to  publish  or  not,  any  or  all  of  the  papers  referred 
to  it,  excepting  only  those  recommended  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee.' " 

On  motion,  the  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  presented  their  report,  which 
was,  on  motion,  received. 

Vice-President  Dr.  Thomas  R.  Hull  now  took  the  chair. 

The  Treasurer's  report  was  read  by  Dr.  L.  S.  Bolles,  of  Phila- 
delphia, and,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Atkinson,  was^  referred  to  an 
Auditing  Committee. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  H.  St.  C.  Ash,  of  Philadelphia,  B. 
P.  Allen,  of  Bradford,  and  Traill  Oreen,  of  Northampton,  as 
Auditors. 

Dr.  Traill  Green,  of  Northampton,  moved  to  rescind  the  reso- 
lution adopted  at  the  session  in  1860,  as  follows : — 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Society,  that  members  of 
the  regular  profession  cannot,  consistently  with  sound  medical 
ethics,  consent  to  hold  professional  intercourse  with  the  professors 
or  graduates  of  female  medical  colleges  as  at  present  constituted, 
inasmuch  as  some  of  the  professors  are  irregular  practitioners,  and 
all  of  these  colleges  are  ineligible  to  representation  in  the  American 
Medical  Association. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HELD    IN    WILLIAMSPOBT,  JUNE    1871.  237 

Dr.  J.  Sous  Cohen,  of  Philadelphia,  moved  a  proviso — that 
nothing  in  the  passage  of  this  resolution  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  commit  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  to 
acknowledging  the  right  of  Women's  Medical  Colleges  and  Asso- 
ciations of  Female  Physicians  to  representation  in  this  Society. 
After  some  discussion  by  Drs.  Atlee,  Nebinger,  and  others, 
Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee  again  took  the  floor,  and  the  hour  of  12  having 
arrived,  the  Society  adjourned  until  3  P.  M. 

Thursday  Afternoon. 

The  Society  met  at  3  P.  M.,  President  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross  in  the 
chair. 

Dr.  W.  L.  Atlee  claimed  the  floor,  and  was  followed  by  Drs. 
WoRTHiNGTON,  Nebinger,  Kibpper,  and  Parrish. 

A  vote  by  ayes  and  nays  having  been  demanded,  the  Permanent 
Secretary  caUed  the  roll,  and  the  motion  to  rescind  was  adopted 
with  the  proviso  by  the  following  vote : — 

Ayes.— W.  H.  Daly,  T.  W.  Shaw,  J.  E.  Jackson,  J.  A.  Brobst,  L. 
DeB.  Kuhn,  D.  A.  Ulrich,  J.  D.  W.  Henderson,  John  Fay,  W.  R. 
Pindley,  E.  P.  Allen,  R.  H.  Ely,  W.  Worthington,  J.  P.  Hassler,  J. 
R.  Priestley,  J.  D.  Strawbridge,  W.  M.  Bickly,  W.  H.  Magill,  T.  J. 
Swisher,  P.  M.  Senderling,  John  Curwen,  J.  E.  Bulkeiey,  J.  B. 
Crawford,  Jos.  Parrish,  J.  Boon,  F.  R.  Graham,  S.  G.  Lane,  B.  Lea- 
man,  J.  S.  Crawford,  E.  Lyon,  Saml.  Pollock,  S.  S.  Smith,  J.  P. 
McVicker,  J.  B.  Livingston,  S.  M.  Ross,  J.  Schrack,  Wm.  Corson, 
Hiram  Corson,  Traill  Green,  W.  R.  Cisna,  W.  L.  Atlee,  C.  S.  Boker, 
T.  M.  Drysdale,  C.  Foerstige,  Benj.  Lee,  Winthrop  Sargent,  A.  H. 
Halberstadt,  U.  Long,  G.  S.  Reagan,  S.  Birdsall,  W.  L.  Richardsou, 
C.  K.  Thompson,  W.  W.  Webb,  J.  R.  Arter,  T.  W.  Egbert,  B. 
GUlett— 65. 

Nays.— A.  M.  Pollock,  W.  F.  Knox,  J.  H.  Snodgrass,  W.  M. 
Weidman,  D.  S.  Hays,  S.  B.  Kieffer,  E.  B.  Brandt,  W.  M.  Wallace, 
W.  8.  Throckmorton,  J.  W.  Hughes,  W.  D.  Martin,  J.  H.  Roebuck, 
J.  F.  M.  Forwood,  A.  Craig,  A.  C.  Treichler,  M.  P.  Morrison,  W.  H. 
H.  Miller,  A.  F.  Clark,  H.  D.  LaCossett,  S.  S.Mehard,  J.  Swaitz,  L. 
K.  Baldwin,  L.  S.  Bolles,  W.  H.  Bunn,  H.  Y.  Evans,  A.  H.  Fish, 
A.  Frick^,  N.  Hatfield,  D.  0.  Crouch,  S.  L.  Blachley,  J.  A.  Landis, 
A.  G.  B.  Hinkle,  W.  H.  Pancoast,  W.  C.  Phelps,  J.  G.  Stetler,  S.  D. 
Gross,  W.  B.  Atkinson,  H.  St.  C.  Ash,  A.  Nebinger,  J.  F.  Treichler, 
S.  W.  Dayton,  H.  A.  Phillips,  R.  B.  Smith,  R.  Crawford,  R.  V. 
Wilson— 46. 

The  Auditors  presented  the  following : — 

The  Auditors  appointed  to  examine  the  report  and  vouchers  of 
the  Treasurer,  report  that  they  have  performed  that  duty,  that 
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they  found  the  report  and  Touchers  correct,  and  that  there  is  a 

balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  $455.07. 

H.  ST.  CLAIR  ASH,  - 
E.  P.  ALLEN, 
T.  QRBBN. 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received  and  the  Auditors  were  dis- 
charged. 

In  accordance  with  the  resolution  adopted  at  the  morning  ses- 
sion, the  President  appointed  Dr.  W.  M.  Wallace,  of  Erie,  to  pre- 
pare the  Address  in  Medicine ;  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Allegheny, 
the  Address  in  Surgery ;  and  Dr.  W.  L.  Atlbe,  of  Philadelphia,  the 
Address  in  Obstetrics. 

The  Permanent  Secretary  read  a  communication  from  Dr.  Ja& 
Kino,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Education  of  Nurses,  re- 
questing the  discharge  of  that  committee,  which  request  was 
granted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  H.  Pancoast,  of  Philadelphia,  the  follow^ 
ing  resolutions  were  adopted  :— 

Besolved^  That  each  county  medical  society  shall  be  requested 
to  furnish  one  or  more  scientific  papers,  to  be  read  at  the  annual 
meeting  of  the  State  Medical  Society. 

Resolved^  That  no  scientific  paper  shall  be  read  before  the  State 
Medical  Society,  unless  it  shall  first  have  been  presented  to  the 
county  medical  society  to  which  the  author  may  belong. 

Resolved^  That  honorable  mention  may  be  made  of,  or  a  medal 
may  be  given  by  the  State  Medical  Society  to,  the  author  of  the 
best  paper  presented  at  the  annual  meeting. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  E.  P.  Allen,  of  Bradford,  the  following  was 
adopted : — 

Whereas^  Certain  men  are  known  to  be  travelling  through  this 
State,  purporting  to  be  teachers  in  certain  medical  colleges,  and  are 
representing  themselves  competent  to  examine  candidates  for 
graduation,  and  offer  to  examine  such  persons  and  fill  out  blank 
diplomas  that  they  carry  with  the  names  of  those  purporting  to 
be  the  professors  of  said  medical  colleges  attached :  Therefore, 

Resolved^  That  this  Society  ask  our  legislature  to  pass  some  act 
making  it  penal  to  sell  such  diplomas. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Cubwbn,  it  was 

Resolved^  That  the  expenses  incurred  by  the  Permanent  Secre- 
tary in  attending  the  meetings  of  this  Society  be  paid  by  the 
Treasurer. 

Dr.  T.  H.  Helsbt,  of  Lycoming,  offered  the  following,  which 
the  President  decided  not  to  be  in  order: — 

Whereas^  The  object  of  this  Society  is  to  cultivate  the  interests 
of  medical  science,  as  well  as  fVaternal  intercourse  among  the  mem- 
bers of  the  profession  in  the  State :  Therefore, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


HBLD   IN    WILLIAMSPORT,  JUNE    1871. 

Sesolved^  That  an  invitation  be  extended  to  the  recognized  medi- 
cal colleges,  universities,  hospitals,  and  institutions  of  the  State 
to  send  each  one  representative  to  this  Society,  provided  that  they 
are  not  entitled  to  vote. 

Dr.  Oboss  offered  the  following,  which,  being  an  amendment  to 
the  Constitution,  failed  for  want  of  a  unanimous  vote,  and  laid 
over  till  next  year : — 

Resolved^  That  a  change  qf  residence  of  a  Permanent  Member  of 
this  Society,  in  good  standing,  and  of  advanced  age,  shall  not 
vitiate  his  membership  of  this  body,  but  that  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  hold  his  seat  as  if  no  such  change  had  taken  place. 

Dr.  Jos.  Pabribh  offered  the  following,  which  was  unanimously 
adopted : — 

Whereas^  Our  esteemed  fellow-member.  Dr.  D.  P.  Condte,  having, 
on  account  of  infirm  health,  removed  his  residence  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society,  and  thus  lost 
his  legal  relation  to  that  Society :  Therefore, 

Besolved^  That  his  right  to  permanent  membership  in  the  Penn. 
sylvania  State  Medical  Society  shall  not  on  this  account  be  dis. 
turbed,  and  his  name  shall  be  continued  as  a  Permanent  Member, 

Dr.  Hiram  Corson  presented,  from  the  Board  of  Censors  of  the 
First  District,  a  report  relative  to  the  case  of  Dr.  J.  Augustus 
Ehleb,  of  Lancaster,  which,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Atleb,  was  referred 
back  to  the  Board  for  further  adjudication. 

Dr.  Bbnj.  Lee,  of  Philadelphia,  read  a  "  History  of  a  Case  of 
Thyroid  Dislocation  of  the  Hip-Joint  in  the  Earlier  Stage  of  Cox- 
algia." 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Ourwen,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Publication. 

Dr.  Lee,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  on  Meteorology,  etc.,  of 
Philadelphia,  presented  the  following  resolutions: — 

Resolved^  That  it  is  the  unanimous  conviction  of  this  Society, 
Ist.  That  the  comparative  immunity  which  our  country,  and  the 
civilized  world  generally,  now  enjoy  from  the  once  decimating 
scourge  of  smallpox,  is  due  entirely  to  the  protective  and  modify- 
ing influence  of  vaccination. 

2d.  That  the  danger  of  transmitting  other  constitutional  diseases 
through  the  medium  of  vaccination  is  so  infinitesimally  small  that 
it  does  not  deserve  to  be  placed  in  the  scale  as  opposed  to  the  im- 
mense benefit  which  the  operation  confers. 

3d.  That  a  subjection  of  the  entire  population  to  its  protective 
agency  would  result  in  the  complete  stamping  out  of  this  dread 
disease  in  its  fatal  and  loathsome  form. 

4th.  That  the  wide  prevalence  of  the  disease  at  the  present  time, 
in  certain  cities  of  Europe  and  America,  traceable  in  considerable 
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degree  to  a  neglect  of  the  above-mentioned  preventive  measure, 
conveys  a  warning  which  it  would  be  most  unwise  to  disregard ; 
and,  therefore, 

Eesolved^  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  memorialize  the  State 
legislature,  at  its  next  session,  upon  the  importance  pf  adopting 
and  enforcing  by  legislative  enactment  a  system  of  compulsory 
vaccination. 

On  motion,  the  resolutions  were  referred  to  the  Committee  of 
Publication. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  Nebingee,  of  Philadelphia,  a  committee  was 
appointed  to  present  the  matter  before  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Committee,  Drs.  John  Curwen  and  W.  R.  DeWitt,  of  Dauphin, 
and  B.  Lee,  of  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Stetleb  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion, which  was  laid  over  till  next  year. 

Insert  after  '^permanent  member," in  Art.  Y.,  sect. 9, last  line  but 
one,  "  or  delegate  ex-officio.^^ 

Dr.  Gboss  made  some  remarks  on  the  subject  of  suits  for  mal- 
practice, after  which  the  Society  adjourned  until  Friday,  at  8  A.  M. 

Fbidat  Mobntno,  June  16. 
The  Society  met  at  8  A.  M.,  the  President,  Dr.  Gboss,  in  the 
chair. 

On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  minutes  was  dispensed  with. 
On  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M.  Pollock,  of  Allegheny,  it  was 

Besolvedj  That  the  President  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  Presidents  of  the  County  Societies,  be 
authorized  to  sign  in  their  official  capacities  the  resolutions  and 
memorial  adopted  by  the  College  of  Physicians  of  Philadelphia,  on 
Wednesday,  the  7th  of  June  of  the  present  3'ear,  with  a  request  to 
the  members  of  the  State,  as  well  as  the  County  Societies,  to  use 
their  influence  with  their  members  of  the  legislature  for  the  passage 
of  a  law  in  accordance  with  the  request  of  said  memorial. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  B.  Atkinson,  the  following  were  unani- 
mously adopted : — 

Eesolvedj  That  we  hereby  tender  our  thanks  to  the  Medical  So- 
ciety of  Lycoming  County,  to  his  Honor,  Mayor  Perkins,  to  the 
Hon.  William  H.  Armstrong,  and  other  public-spirited  citizens,  for 
the  handsome  manner  in  which  they  have  entertained  us  during  our 
session  in  Williamsport. 

Besolvedj  That  our  thanks  are  specially  due  to  the  Commission- 
ers of  Lycoming  County  for  the  use  of  the  court-house  during  our 
session. 

Besolved,  That  we  warmly  thank  the  ladies  of  Williamsport  for 
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tbeir  cheering  presence  at  the  organization  of  our  twenty-second 
annual  meeting. 

It  having  been  announced  that  Dr.  Wm.  Mayburrt  had  declined 
a  renomination  to  the  office  of  Treasurer,  on  motion  of  Dr.  A.  M. 
Pollock,  it  was  unanimously 

Besolved^  That  the  thanks  of  the  Society  be  tendered  to  Dr.  Wm. 
Matbubbt  for  his  long  and  faithful  services  as  Treasurer  of  the 
Society,  and  that  we  hereby  express  to  him  and  his  family  our 
sympathy  in  his  present  indisposition,  whereby  he  is  unable  to  con- 
tinue his  services  in  the  office  which  he  has  so  ably  occupied. 

The  Permanent  Secretarj'  then  read  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Nominations. 

WlLLIAMBPORT,  Pa.,  JoDe  14, 1871. 

The  Committee  on  Nominations  met  and  organized  by  calling 
Dr.  W.  M.  Wallace  to  the  chair,  and  appointing  Dr.  J.  P.  Hassleb 
Secretary.  By  unanimous  consent  the  Committee  report  the  fol- 
lowing nominations  for  the  year  18Y2: — 

PreisidenL 
J.  S.  Cbawford,  Lycoming  County. 

Vice-Presidents. 

B.  Gillett,  Yenango  County. 

Henrt  Db  La  Cossett,  Mercer     *     " 

J.  F.  Tbbiohlbb,  Schuylkill      " 

W.  L.  Richardson,  Susquehanna  County. 

Corresponding  Secretary. 
Laurence  Turnbull,  Philadelphia  County. 

Permanent  Secretary. 
W.  B.  Atkinson,  Philadelphia  County. 

Recording  Secretary, 
F.  F.  Davis,  Yenango  County. 

Treasurer. 
A.  H.  Fish,  Philadelphia  County. 

Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association. 
J.  B.  Crawford,  Luzerne  County. 

S.  BiRDSALL,  Susquehanna  County. 

W.  F.Knox,  Allegheny 
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F.  R.  Oraham, 

S.  S.  MSHABD, 

S.  D.  Oaoss, 

S.  B.  KlEFFER, 

W.  H.  Magill, 
Edward  Mills, 
Traill  Grekn, 
S.  6.  Lank, 
J.  E.  Jackson, 
W.  W.  Webb, 
E.  P.  Allen, 
D.  A.  Ulrich, 


Delaware  Coantj. 
Mercer  " 

Philadelphia  County. 
Gomberland        ** 
Montour  " 

Bradford  " 

Northampton      " 
Franklin  " 

Beaver  " 

Tioga  " 

Bradford  " 

Berks  " 


Censors — First  DislricL 
Hiram  Corson,  Montgomery  County. 

W.  W.  Rutherford,  Dauphin  " 

W.  MuRRAT  Weidman,  Berks  " 

Wm.  H.  Pancoast,  Philadelphia       " 

Henrt  Carpenter,  Lancaster  ^^ 

Second  District, 
E.  P.  Allen,  Bradford  County. 

W.  H.  McGiLL,  Columbia  and  Mont.  Co. 

Fred.  Corss,  Luzerne  County. 

C.  C.  Halset,  Susquehanna  County. 

P.  B.  Breiniq,  Northampton      ^ 

Third  and  Fourth  Districts. 
L.  B.  KiEFFER,  Cumberland  County. 

W.  R.  Hull,  Lycoming  " 

J.  Montgomery,  Franklin  *' 

J.  M.  Gemmill,  Blair  " 

Joseph  Swartz,  Perry  '* 


Fifth  District. 


W.  S.  Huselton, 
G.  W.  Coulter, 
W.  S.  Duncan, 
W.  J.  Langpitt, 
Wm.  Anderson, 


S.  G.  Snowden, 
J.  C.  Cotton, 


Allegheny  County. 
Butler  " 

Fayette  " 

Beaver  " 

Indiana  " 


Sixth  District, 


Venango  County. 
Crawford       " 
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G.  C.  Bennett,  Erie  County. 

B.  E.  Phblps,  "         " 

James  Ross,  Clarion  '^ 

Committee  of  Arrangements, 
R.  Crawford,  Yenango  County. 

T.  W.  Egbert,  "  " 

B.  GiLLBTT,  "  " 

S.  G.  Snowdbn,  "  ** 

W.  S.  Welsh,  "  « 

Committee  of  Publication. 

A.  H.  Fish,  Chairman^  Philadelphia  County. 

W.  B.  Atkinson,  "  " 

W.  H.  Panooast,  "  « 

Laurence  Turnbull,  "  " 

Winthrop  Sargent,  "  " 

L.  S.  Bolles,  "  '* 

J.  P.  McYiOKER,  Lycoming  " 

Delegates  to  New  Jersey  Medical  Society. 
A.  S.  Jordan,  Bucks  County. 

J.'A.  Brobst,  Berks        " 

W.  Sargent,  Philadelphia  County. 

Delegates  to  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York. 
A.  H.  Halberstadt,  Schuylkill  County. 

E.  P.  Allsn,  Bi-adford  " 

J.  Sous  Cohen,  Philadelphia    " 

Delegates  to  Medical  Society  of  Ohio. 
Samuel  Ross,  Mercer  County. 

J.  E.  Jackson,  Beaver        " 

W.  H.  Daly,  Allegheny  " 

Delegates  to  Connecticut  State  Medical  Society. 
J.  E.  Bulkeley,  Luzerne  County. 

Geo.  P.  Horton,  Bradford      " 

J.  B.  Livingston,  Mercer         " 

Delegates  to  Delaware  State  Medical  Society. 
J.  M.  P.  PoRWooD,  Delaware  County. 

L.  De  B.  Kuhn,  Berks  " 

H.  D.  Bixby,  Luzerne         " 
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Delegates  to  West  Virginia  Medical  Society, 
S.  L.  Blatchlt,  Washington  County. 

W.  S.  Duncan,  Fayette  '^ 

Nathan  Hatfield,  Philadelphia       '* 

Delegates  to  Indiana  Medical  Society. 
R.  W.  Christy,  Blair  County.  , 

J.  H.  RcEBUCK,  Dauphin  " 

John  G.  Stetler,  Philadelphia  County. 

Place  of  next  meeting,  Franklin,  Venango  County,  11  o'clock, 
second  Wednesday  of  June,  18T2. 


Committee  on  Opium 

and  other  Intoxicants, 

Allegheny  County, . 

James  King. 

Beaver 

(( 

Isaac  Winans. 

Berks 

u 

Edward  Wallace. 

Blair 

(( 

RowEN  Clark. 

Bradford 

(( 

G.  F.  HORTON. 

Bucks 

u 

A.  S.  Jordan. 

Chester 

u 

Jacob  Price. 

Clarion 

u 

James  Ross. 

Crawford 

u 

Jas.  p.  Hassler. 

Columbia  and  Montour  Co. 

R.  L.  SiMINGTON. 

Cumberland  < 

County, 

E.  B.  Brandt. 

Dauphin 

(4 

Geo.  Dock. 

Delaware 

(( 

Jos.  Parrish,  Chairman 

Erie 

(( 

J.  L.  Stewart. 

Fayette 

(( 

S.  B.  P.  Knox. 

Franklin 

U 

S.  G.  Lane. 

Greene 

4( 

John  B.  Laidley. 

Juniata 

(( 

Abraham  Ruthrauff. 

Lancaster 

U 

J.  L.  Zeioler. 

Lehigb 

.  U 

E.  G.  Martin. 

Lycoming 

(4 

Samuel  Pollock, 

Luzerne 

44 

W.  F.  Dennis. 

Mercer 

44 

J.  P.  HOSACK. 

Montgomery 

44 

Hiram  Corson. 

Northampton 

I          " 

Isaac  Ott. 

Perry 

44 

James  Galbraith. 

Philadelphia 

44 

H.  Y.  Evans. 

Schuylkill 

44 

D.  W.  Bland. 
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Susquehanna  County,  Calvin  C.  Halsby. 

Tioga  "  RoBT.  B.  Smith. 

Venango  "  J.  R.  Abteb. 

Washington        "  Thos.  MoKbnnan. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  S.  D.  Gross,  the  delegates  to  the  Massachu- 
setts Medical  Society  were  stricken  out,  inasmuch  as  that  Society 
has  irregular  practitioners  among  its  members. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  W.  R.  Findley,  as  two  of  the  Censors  of  the 
3d  and  4th  District  were  from  Blair  County,  Dr.  C.  Irwin  was 
stricken  out,  and  Dr.  S.  B.  Kibffer,  of  Cumberland,  substituted. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  L.  Turnbull,  in  order  that  the  Constitution 
may  be  obeyed.  Dr.  R.  H.  Ely  was  removed  from  the  Committee  of 
Publication,  to  make  room  for  Dr.  J.  P.  MoYioker,  Recording  Sec- 
Teinry. 

After  these  amendments,  the  report  was  unanimously  adopted. 

The  President  appointed  Drs.  S.  Pollock,  of  Lycoming,  and 
W.  L.  Atlee,  of  Philadelphia,  to  conduct  the  President  elect  to 
the  chair.  ^ 

In  retiring  from  the  chair.  Dr.  Gross  welcomed  the  new  incum- 
bent, and  returned  his  thanks  to  the  Society  for  the  honor  conferred 
upon  hini  one  year  ago. 

Dr.  J.  S.  Crawford,  President  elect,  upon  taking  the  chair,  spoke 
as  follows : — 

OerUlemen :  For  me  to  say  that  I  feel  highly  complimented  by 
the  honor  you  have  conferred  upon  me  by  electing  me  to  preside 
over  your  deliberations,  would  be  but  words  that  might  proceed 
from  the  lips  only,  but  I  can  assure  you  that  it  comes  from  a  deeper 
source,  far  down  in  the  recesses  of  my  heart.  Under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances it  would  be  a  very  high  compliment,  but  to  be  elected 
to  fill  the  chair  so  honorably  and  efficiently  filled  by  him  who  has 
just  vacated  it,  increases  the  honor  greatly.  And  yet  I  cannot 
imagine,  for  a  moment,  that  the  compliment  was  designed  for  me 
personally,  but  for  the  Lycoming  County  Medical  Society,  which  I 
have  had  the  pleasure  to  represent  in  this  body  for  a  number  of 
years.  One  more  reason  why  I  feel  flattered  is  that  the  result  was 
brought  about,  not  by  my  efforts,  but  by  those  of  the  fellow-mem- 
bers of  my  own  local  society.  I  say  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to 
know  that  I  have  won  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  those  with  whom 
I  have  been  thrown  in  almost  daily  intercourse  for  years,  some  of 
them  for  more  than  twenty. 

Gentlemen,  I  sensibly  feel  my  incompetency  to  dischafge  the  high 
and  responsible  duties  yon  have  imposed  upon  me,  but  if  I  err,  I 
pray  you  attribute  that  error  to  the  head,  and  not  the  heart,  for  I 
say  to  you  that  it  has  been  the  one  grand  object  of  my  life  to  ad- 
vance the  interests  and  protect  the  honor  of  the  profession  which  I 
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SO  ardently  love,  and  I  promise  faithfully  that  this^  shall  be  my  aim 
while  I  am  your  humble  servant. 

On  motion  of  Dr.  Findlet,  the  thanks  of  the  Society  were  ten- 
dered the  retiring  President  for  the  able  and  efficient  manner  in 
which  he  had  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Dr.  A.  H.  Fish,  Chairman  of  Committee  of  Publication,  desired 
information  as  to  the  permanent  members  from  Berks  County. 

On  motion,  the  matter  was  left  discretionary  with  the  Committee 
of  Publication. 

On  motion,  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  Franklin,  at  11 
A.M.,  on  2d  Wednesday  in  June,  1812. 

WM.  B.  ATKINSON, 

Permanent  Secretary. 
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PRESIDENT,  S.  D.  GROSS,  M.D.,  ILD., 

OF  PHILADBLPHIA. 


The  medical  profession  is  intimately  interwoven  with  the  in- 
firmities of  our  race.  Its  origin,  traceable  to  the  wound  that  was 
inflicted  by  Cain  upon  his  brother  Abel  in  Paradise,  began  in  the 
sorrows  and  sufferings,  physical  and  mental,  of  mankind. 

Science  is  advancing  with  giant  strides.  No  bounds  can  be  set 
to  its  conquests.  Its  progress  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  history 
of  the  human  race.  Its  outcroppings  are  visible  in  every  direction. 
Chemistry  has  unlocked  the  great  storehouse  of  Nature,  and  laid 
every  form  of  matter,  living  and  dead,  organic  and  inorganic,  under 
contribution.  The  use  of  steam  has  revolutionized  the  world,  and 
annihilated  space  and  time.  We  look  around  us,  and  feel  amazed 
at  the  changes  wrought  in  the  economy  of  every-day  life  within  the 
last  third  of  a  century.  We  instinctively  stop,  and  ask  ourselves, 
"Can  this  be?" 

When  it  was  announced  to  me,  some  time  ago,  that  it  was  the 
wish  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  of  the  Medical  Society  of 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  that  the  annual  address  of  the  President 
should  be  delivered  in  public,  I  experienced  a  mingled  feeling 
of  gratification  and  annoyance ;  of  gratification,  that  I  should 
have  the  pleasure  of  speaking  a  few  words  to  the  refined  and  culti- 
vated citizens  of  Williamsport,  as  it  were,  at  their  own  fireside ; 
and  of  annoyance,  because  it  compelled  me  to  strike  out  in  a  new 
direction,  in  pursuit  of  topics,  in  great  degree,  foreign  to  those  it 
had  been  my  intention  to  discuss  in  the  presence  of  my  learned 
associates.  How  glad  I  am  to  meet  you  here  this  evening,  it  is 
needless  for  me  to  say.  It  is  well  that  the  people  and  the  ^'  doc- 
tors" should  occasionally  assemble  in  public,  to  interchange  friendly 
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feelings,  and  to  talk  over  matters  which  are  of  such  vital  interest 
to  both.  No  one  will  deny  that  we  do  not  come  together  often 
enough  in  private,  in  the  sick  chamber,  where  the  physician,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  peculiar  vocation,  sustains  such  responsible,  indeed 
I  had  almost  said,  such  sacred  relations.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted 
that  we  do  not  meet  more  frequently  in  public,  as  it  would  thus 
afford  us,  who  have  so  long  been  regarded  as  the  servants  of  the 
people,  an  opportunity  of  explaining  many  things  that  must  other- 
wise be  as  sealed  letters,  much  to  the  detriment  of  all  concerned. 
A  great  deal  of  the  hard  feeling  that  exists  between  medical  men 
and  the  community  is  due  to  this  very  circumstance — to  the  fact 
that  the  people  at  large  know  little  or  nothing  of  the  duties  they 
owe  to  the  guardians  of  their  health  and  lives. 

The  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  whose  organ  I 
am  this  evening,  has  a  brief,  uneventful  history.  Instituted  in  1848 
by  an  act  of  incorporation,  it  held  its  first  meeting  at  Lancaster,  under 
the  Presidency  of  Dr.  Humes,  and  now  embraces  nearly  four  hundred 
permanent  members.  Its  objects,  as  set  forth  in  the  constitution, 
are,  the  advancement  of  medical  knowledge,  the  elevation  of  medical 
character,  the  protection  of  the  professional  interests  of  its  members, 
the  extension  of  the  bounds  of  medical  science,  and  the  promotion 
of  all  measures  adapted  to  the  relief  of  suffering,  the  improvement 
of  the  health,  and  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  the  community. 
Among  all  these  objects  there  is  not  one  of  a  selfish  character,  not 
one  that  has  not  an  important  bearing,  directly  or  indirectly,  upon 
the  welfare  of  the  public.  The  month  of  June  has  been  wisely 
selected  for  the  time  of  our  meetings,  when  all  nature  is  redolent 
with  life,  when  the  air  is  perfumed  with  the  odors  of  myriads  of 
fiowers,  and  when  the  birds  vie,  as  it  were,  with  each  other  in  sing- 
ing night  and  morning  hymns  in  praise  of  the  great  Creator.  In 
its  character  the  Society  is  migratory,  never  assembling  at  the  same 
place  two  consecutive  years.  Not  the  least  among  its  great  objects, 
as  of  every  similar  institution,  is  the  cultivation  of  good  feeling  on 
the  part  of  its  members  by  bringing  them  into  more  frequent  and 
intimate  relationship.  Its  code  of  ethics  is  that  of  the  American 
Medical  Association,  whose  duties  are  as  clearly  defined  as  those 
of  the  Decalogue,  and  any  infraction  of  which  is  punishable  by  cen- 
sure and  even  expulsion,  except  when  it  can  be  shown  that  the 
individual  has  sinned  ignorantly,  when  proper  leniency  is  of  course 
exercised  on  the  principle  of  the  law  of  brotherly  love  and  Christian 
charity. 

At  the  present  day  the  world  abounds  in  all  kinds  of  societies, 
associations,  or  unions.    Some  of  these  date  back  to  a  very  remote 
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period.  The  most  ancient,  as  well  as  the  most  renowned,  is  the 
society  of  Freemasonry,  whose  history,  sanctified  by  deeds  of  charity 
and  good  fellowship,  is  coeval  with  the  building  of  the  Temple  of 
Solomon ;  nay,  indeed,  many  assert  that  it  had  an  existence  long 
pricn*  to  that  event,  '^  ever  since,  in  fact,  symmetry  began,  and  har- 
mony displayed  her  charms."  Associations  of  scholars  have  ex- 
isted from  time  immemorial.  Plato  and  his  disciples  carried  on 
their  disputations  at  the  Academy ;  Epicurus  and  his  sect  in  the 
garden.  The  learned  men  who  were  attracted  to  Alexandria  in  the 
reign  of  the  Ptolemies  were  leagued  together  for  the  extension  and 
perfection  of  human  knowledge.  Their  labors  formed  the  crowning 
glory  of  those  illustrious  monarchs.  The  Royal  Society  of  London 
was  founded  in  1645,  and  chartered,  soon  after,  under  Charles  II. 
It  is  said  that  the  Novum  Organon  of  Bacon,  published  in  1620, 
by  giving  a  new  impulse  to  philosophical  pursuits,  paved  the  way 
to  its  formation.  The  American  Philosophical  Society  of  Phila- 
delphia was  instituted  in  1169,  and  embraces  nearly  all  the  dis- 
tinguished men  of  science  in  this  country,  as  well  as  many  of  those 
abroad. 

How  long  medical  societies,  properly  so  called,  have  existed,  is  a 
question  we  have  no  means  of  solving.  Probably  the  earliest  was 
that  of  the  Asdepiad®,  the  children  of  -^sculapius,  as  they  were 
called,  priests  who  had  charge  of  the  temples  of  the  founder  of  the 
healing  art,  and  who  were  the  only  accredited  practitioners  of  anti- 
quity. The  medical  societies  of  London,  Vienna,  Paris,  Edin- 
burgh, Berlin,  Stockholm,  Amsterdam,  and  of  some  of  the  other 
European  cities,  are  all  old  institutions,  which  long  ago  acquired 
a  world-wide  celebrity  by  their  labors  and  their  contributions  to  the 
literature  of  the  profession.  Not  a  few  of  these  societies  bear  the 
name  of  "Royal"  or  "Imperial,"  to  indicate  that  they  are,  or  had 
been,  under  the  special  protection  of  the  sovereigns  of  the  States  in 
which  they  were  founded. 

In  our  own  country,  where  everything  is  comparatively  young, 
there  are  of  course  no  very  old  medical  societies.  The  Philadelphia 
College  of  Physicians,  however,  was  instituted  nearly  one  hundred 
years  ago ;  and  there  is  at  least  one  State  Medical  Society — that  of 
New  Jersey — which  has  attained  even  a  more  venerable  age,  having 
celebrated  its  one  hundred  and  fifth  anniversary  last  month.  The 
Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  New  York  is  nearly  seventy-five 
years  old,  while  our  own,  as  we  have  seen,  is  scarcely  out  of  its 
teens.  In  some  sections  of  the  Union  there  is  hardly  a  county  in 
which  there  is  not  a  medical  society.  With  the  history  and  char- 
acter of  the  American  Medical  Association,  which  held  its  last 
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meeting  only  a  few  weeks  ago  at  San  Francisco,  every  one  is  familiar. 
Its  great  purpose  is  to  protect  the  interests  of  the  profession  throngh- 
out  the  Union,  to  foster  friendly  feeling  among  its  members,  and 
to  exercise  a  wholesome  influence  oyer  medical  education.  Thas 
far,  howerer,  it  has,  it  must  be  confessed,  accomplished  much  less, 
in  all  these  respects,  than  might  have  been  expected  from  its  high 
pretensions.  Its  deliberations  have,  of  late  years,  been  more  befit- 
ting the  arena  of  a  political  assembly  than  the  sacred  temple  of 
medicine.  Its  transactions,  comprised  in  twenty-one  bloated  octavo 
volumes,  embody,  amidst  some  precious  documents,  an  immense 
amount  of  matter  utterly  unworthy  of  criticism — a  few  live  cinders 
hidden  in  loads  of  ashes. 

A  wise  man  never  fails  to  profit  by  experience.  It  would  be  well 
for  our  profession  if  the  veil  of  oblivion  could  be  thrown  over  much 
of  what  occurred  at  the  meeting  of  the  American  Medical  Associa- 
tion at  Washington  City  last  year,  and,  let  me  add  in  the  spirit  of 
the  kindliest  feeling,  over  the  proceedings  of  our  Society  at  its 
meeting  twelve  months  ago.  Whenever  objects  of  an  illegitimate 
character,  outgrowths  of  the  social  and  political  fanaticisms  of  the 
day,  are  allowed  to  obtrude  themselves  upon  our  deliberations,  they 
cannot  fail  to  cause  exciting,  if  not  angry,  discussions  and  bitter 
animosities,  unworthy  of  the  intercourse  of  professional  brethren. 
All  outside  issues  should  be  lost  sight  of  in  the  general  welfare,  and 
every  member,  having  at  heart  the  good  of  the  Association,  should 
do  all  he  can  to  promote  harmony  and  kindly  feeling.  We  can 
never  enjoy  the  confidence  and  esteem  of  our  fellow-citizens  if  we 
do  not  respect  ourselves.  "  Self-respect,"  says  a  wise  man,  "  is  the 
basis  of  the  respect  of  others."  We  cannot  advance  the  dignity  of 
the  profession  if  we  ourselves  are  not  dignified.  We  are  here  not 
to  quarrel  or  to  indulge  in  angry  discussions,  but  to  work,  and  to 
deliberate  how  we  can  best  promote  the  interests  of  a  profession 
which,  in  point  of  usefulness,  is  inferior  to  none  under  heaven,  a 
profession  which  has  received  the  sanction  of  God  himself,  a  pro- 
fession which  can  only  be  degraded  when  it  is  unworthily  exercised 
by  those  who  profess  it.  Such  a  profession  should  be  a  unit.  Every 
man  who  practises  under  its  banner  should  stand  up  for  its  inte- 
rests, for  the  protection  of  his  own  rights,  and  for  the  promotion  of 
the  general  welfare.  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  of  the  sixty^five  coun- 
ties of  which  this  great  Commonwealth  is  composed,  only  thirty- 
five  are  represented  in  the  State  Medical  Society.  Eleven  others, 
that  were  formerly  represented,  are,  from  some  cause  or  other,  no 
longer  so.  This  is  not  as  it  should  be.  The  entire  profession  of 
the  State  should  have  a  voice  in  the  Society.    All  its  members 


Digitized  by 


Google 


DR.  gross's  address.  251 

should  be  banded  together  as  if  they  were  one.  The  guerilla  war- 
fare that  has  been  so  long  maintained  only  inflicts  injury,  and 
brings  disgrace.  A  united  profession  is  the  surest  antidote  to  the 
poison  of  quackery  and  charlatanism.  The  physician  who  stands 
aloof  ft'om  such  an  association  has  either  a  very  erroneous  conception 
of  his  duty  as  a  member  of  a  great  profession,  or  he  purposely 
shuns  it  because  he  knows  that  there  is  some  defect  in  his  charac- 
ter as  a  man  or  a  practitioner  which  would  disqualify  him  for  mem- 
bership. There  should  be  no  apathy  where  there  is  need  of  so 
much  activity  and  concert  of  action,  no  mill-stones  hanging  around 
the  neck  of  the  more  elevated  members  of  our  profession,  weigh- 
ing them  down  to  the  common  level.  Fraternity  should  be  the  first 
principle  of  medicine  as  it  is  of  Masonry,  and  every  physician,  I 
repeat  it,  should  take  a  deep  interest  in  everything  which  tends 
to  bind  more  closely  together  the  cords  of  good-fellowship.  I  know 
of  nothing  more  sad,  more  pitiable,  or  more  humiliating  than  to  see 
men  of  the  same  profession  abuse,  revile,  and  vilify  each  other, 
when  they  should  stand  by  and  protect  each  other  like  a  band  of 
brothers. 

Having  thus  spoken,  in  perhaps  no  very  complimentary  manner, 
of  what  I  conceive  to  be  our  duty,  as  a  great  profession,  let  us  see 
what  we  are  and  whence  we  came. 

It  would  be  out  of  place,  in  an  assembly  like  this,  to  eulogize  a 
profession  whose  character  is  so  well  known  as  ours.  Its  humane 
objects  and  pursuits  require  no  comment.  All  mankind,  civilized 
and  savage,  render  it  willing  homage.  The  monarch  upon  his 
throne,  and  the  peasant  in  his  hovel,  alike  acknowledge  its  benefi- 
cence. It  derives  a  sacredness,  peculiar  to  itself,  from  its  oppor- 
tunities and  power  of  doing  good.  If  God  imparts  life,  the  physi- 
cian, with  His  gracious  assistance,  preserves  it  when  assailed  by 
disease  and  accident.  ^He  alone  can  open  the  eyes  of  the  blind, 
reanimate  the  palsied  limb,  invigorate  the  decaying  frame,  cool  the 
burning  brow,  and  render  the  sick  man's  couch  a  thrice  driven 
bed  of  down."  What  will  not  a  man  give  for  his  life  ?  When  pesti 
lence  walketh  about  at  noon-day,  seeking  whom  it  may  devour,  the 
people  gather  around  the  physician  with  a  confidence  and  an  anxiety 
which  seem  almost  to  say:  ^If  I  may  but  touch  his  garment,  I 
shall  be  whole." 

If  we  inquire  into  our  origin,  we  have  great  reason  to  be  proud,  for 
we  may  justly  boast  of  an  ancestry  to  which  no  other  profession,  not 
ev^i  that  of  theology,  can  lay  claim.  Every  child  knows  that 
jEsculapius  was  the  god  of  medicine,  and  that  the  healing  art  was 
primitively  exercised,  in  great  degree,  if  not  exclusively,  by  the 
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priests.  Legitimate  medicine  dates  back  to  oar  great  progenitor, 
Hippocrates,  who  flourished  nearly  five  hnndred  years  before  the 
birth  of  Christ.  Of  this  wonderful  man,  who  has  been  venerated 
in  all  ages  as  the  '^  Father  of  Medicine,"  we  are  the  direct  lineal 
descendants.  Bom  in  the  island  of  Cos,  he  lived  in  the  best  epoch 
of  Greece,  famous  for  its  statesmanship,  its  philosophy,  its  fine  arts, 
its  morals,  and  its  general  intellectual  development ;  standing  side 
by  side  with  Socrates  and  Plato,  Pericles,  ^schylus,  Sophocles, 
and  Pindar,  Phidias,  and  Herodotus.  Influenced  by  such  associ- 
ations and  such  examples,  he  devoted  himself  earnestly  and  unre» 
servedly  to  his  studies,  and  rose  rapidly  into  distinction  as  a  great 
and  skilful  physician*  Deriving  his  principles  from  careful  obser- 
vation, he  referred  all  maladies  to  two  leading  causes,  climate  and 
diet,  the  latter  of  which  he  regulated  to  suit  the  changes  of  the 
former  as  well  as  the  state  of  the  patient.  He  had  great  confidence 
in  the  power  of  nature  in  healing  disease,  and  employed  for  the 
most  part  simple  remedies.  He  wielded  a  remarkable  influence 
over  his  countrymen,  was  often  invited  to  foreign  courts,  left  behind 
him  imperishable  works,  celebrated  for  their  graphic  delineation  of 
disease,  and  raised  medicine  from  the  degraded  system  of  super- 
stitious rites  to  the  dignity  of  a  learned  profession.  His  Aphor- 
isms, as  they  are  called,  embodying  the  results  of  the  life-long  ob- 
servations of  the  most  sagacious,  patient,  and  laborious  of  investi- 
gators, have  won  the  admiration  of  all  time,  and  earned  for  their 
author  the  title  of  the  first  great  medical  philosopher  of  antiquity, 
a  man  who  may  justly  be  regarded  as  one  of  the  precursors  of  the 
inductive  philosophy,  so  happily  expounded  2000  years  later  by 
Bacon.  The  respect  paid  to  Hippocrates,  during  his  lifetime,  by 
the  good  and  wise,  and  the  veneration  in  which  his  memory  has 
been  held  ever  since,  are  the  best  proofs  of  his  genius  and  scientific 
attainments,  of  his  skill  as  a  practitioner,  and  of  the  services  he 
rendered  to  mankind. 

The  moral  character  of  this  great  man  was  as  pure  as  his  medical 
character  was  exalted.  ^'  He  had  formed,"  remarks  Mr.  Adams, 
the  English  editor  of  his  works,  ^^  a  very  exalted  notion  of  the 
dignity  and  usefulness  of  his  profession,  which  is  only  lowered,  he 
said,  in  the  public  estimation,  by  the  ignorance  of  its  professors  ; 
and  he  supported  this  dignity  in  his  own  person  by  the  most  rigid 
attention  to  the  morality  of  private  life,  by  great  simplicity,  candor, 
and  benevolence,  in  all  his  intercourse  with  the  sick,  and  by  unwearied 
zeal  in  investigating  the  nature  and  progress  of  diseases,  and  in 
administering  to  their  cure.    He  is  said  to  have  admitted  no  one  to 
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his  instrtictions  without  the  solemnity  of  an  oath,  the  form  of  which 
is  transmitted  in  his  writings." 

Such,  then,  is  onr  aneestrj.  In  this  country  we  are  generally 
known  as  the  '*  regular"  profession  in  contra-distinction  to  the 
"irregular,"  Or  that  which  has  set  up  systems  of  medicine  of  its  own. 
The  Homoeopathists  call  us  AUopathists,  because,  as  the  term  im^ 
plies,  we  avail  ourselves  of  every  remedy  and  of  every  means  cal- 
culated to  mitigate  suffering,  cure  disease,  and  prolong  life.  The 
medicine  of  the  homoeopathists  its  essentially  an  expectant  medicine, 
in  which  nature  does  all  th^  work  without  the  aid  of  drugs ;  ours 
is  both  expectant  and  heroie,  according  to  the  exigencies  of  each 
individual  case,  each  Case  being  supposied  to  be  governed  by  its  own 
peculiar  laws. 

The  number  of  Hippocratic  physicians  In  America,  Europe,  and 
India,  is  not  fitr  short  of  a  quarter  of  a  million.  In  the  United 
States  and  Cailada  alone  there  are  at  this  moment  nearly  75,000  in 
active  practice,  with  neaily  fifty  medical  schools,  and  nearly,  if  not 
quite,  as  many  medical  journals,  together  with  a  rapidly  growing 
medical  literature,  of  which  any  nation,  even  much  older  than  oilrs^ 
might  justly  be  proud. 

The  stream  of  medicine,  originating  in  the  island  of  Oos,  has  not 
always  flown  in  a  steady  or  continuous  manner,  nor  has  it  always 
been  free  from  pollution  and  defilement.  The  woiid,  until  a  com- 
paratively recent  period,  was  little  benefited  by  Hippocratic  medi- 
cine^  In  the  daik  ages,  as  they  were  called,  the  healing  art  was 
practised  exclusively  by  the  priests  and  barbers ;  and  even  as  late 
as  two  centunes  ago,  the  aaptieles  of  the  materia  medica  in  general 
use  were  of  the  most  rev^itig  and  disgusting  character,  consisting 
of  all  kinds  of  insects  and  reptiles,  birds  and  fishes,  and  of  the  dif- 
f^r^it  orguie,  secretions,  and  excretions  of  man  and  other  animals. 
The  number  of  vegetable  preparations  was  very  limited.  Not  only 
were  these  vile  articles  employed,  but  from  twenty  to  forty,  fifty 
and  even  sixty  of  them  often  entered  into  the  same  prescription. 

In  the  seventeenth  century  new  light  began  to  break  in  upon  th^ 
profession  through  the  labors  and  researches  of  Thomas  Sydenham, 
an  Englishman,  universally  known  at  the  present  day  as  the  modern 
Hippocrates.  Like  his  great  medical  progenitor,  he  was  a  close 
observer,  and  a  successful  interprets  of  nature.  His  portraiture  of 
disease  can  hardly  be  said  to  have  been  surpassed  by  any  noso- 
grapher  since  his  time.  It  was  he  who,  upon  being  asked  by  an 
eminent  physician  What  werfe  the  best  works  to  be  put  in  the  hands 
of  a  medical  student,  replied :  "  Read  Don  Quixote ;  it  is  a  very 
good  book;  I  read  it  still j"  such  was  his  contempt  for  the  writings 
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of  his  predecessors  and  contemporaries.  Notwithstanding  the  im. 
pulse  communicated  by  this  illustrious  physician,  little  progress  was 
made  towards  the  improvement  of  scientific  medicine  until  the  time 
of  Percival  Pott  and  John  Hunter  of  England,  William  GuUen  of 
Scotland,  and  Xavier  Bichat,  of  France,  the  immortal  founder  of 
general  anatomy,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  century.  The  ball 
set  in  motion  by  these  illustrious  savans  and  their  pupils,  scattered 
through  all  parts  of  the  civilized  world,  has  been  pushed  on  with  a 
celerity  and  success  well  calculated  to  elicit  the  admiration  umI 
applause  of  all  thinking  and  enlightened  people.  What  medicine 
is  in  our  day,  we  need  not  to  be  told.  Its  story  is  one  of  steady, 
continued  progress,  without  a  parallel  in  history.  There  is  no  branch 
of  the  healing  aii;  that  has  not  been  vastly  improved  within  the  last 
thirty  years.  Chemistry,  that  marvellous,  god-Hke  science,  is  pre- 
senting daily  offerings  at  its  shrine,  analyzing  drugs,  and  isolating 
their  active  constituents,  so  as  to  enable  us  the  better  to  test  their 
remedial  virtues ;  the  treatment  of  disease  has  been  greatly  sim- 
plified ;  much  less  medicine  is  given  than  formerly ;  greater  confidence 
is  placed  in  the  sanative  powers  of  nature;  and  the  knowledge  of 
the  physician  is  no  longer  couched  in  what  Roger  Bacon  calls  the 
"  tricks  of  obscurity."  A  whole  army  of  medical  men,  highly  edu- 
cated, gifted  with  talent  and  genius,  and  thoroughly  imbued  with 
the  spirit  of  scientific  progress,  is  earnestly  at  work,  interrogating 
nature  at  every  point,  developing  her  resources,  and  rendering  them 
subservient  to  the  interests  of  the  healing  art  and  the  good  of  man- 
kind. 

If  the  question  be  asked,  whether  medicine  as  an  art  and  as  a 
science  will  ever  be  perfect,  the  answer  1$  an  easy  one.  No  man  in 
his  senses  would  reply  in  the  afiSrmative.  As  an  art,  a  practice,  or 
an  exercise  of  the  brain  and  hand,  it  m,ust  always  be  imperfect, 
sharing,  in  this  respect,  the  fate  of  all  other  porsnits.  As  a  science, 
medicine  is  far  in  advance  of  medicine  considered  as  an  art.  The 
diagnosis  of  diseases  in  the  hands  of  certain  practitioners  is  almost 
as  perfect  as  human  skill  and  penetration  can  make  it,  and  yet  there 
are  many  ailments  over  which  these  same  practitioners  have,  prac> 
tically  speaking,  as  little  control  as  the  most  ignorant  and  undis- 
ciplined members  of  the  profession.  Their  science  enables  them  to 
<letect  the  nature  of  the  malady,  or,  in  other  words,  its  seat,  pro- 
gress, and  precise  character ;  but  their  art  fails  to  relieve  it ;  and 
this  is  perhaps  one,  if  not  the  chief  reason  why  some  men,  utterly 
destitute  of  scientific  attainment,  are,  nevertheless,  successful  prac- 
titioners ;  successful  because  they  are  men  of  strong  common  sense, 
good  observers,  and  wise  interpreters  of  their  experience. 
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Man  is  a  compound  being,  made  up  of  mind  and  body,  with  an 
animating,  sublimated  soul,  a  candidate  for  eternal  life  beyond  the 
grave.  Who  but  Almighty  God,  his  Creator,  can  comprehend  him, 
or  unravel  the  mysteries  of  his  complex  organism,  as  it  exhibits 
itself  to  us  in  health  and  disease?  Thus  far,  says  Gk>d,  in  his  wisdom, 
shalt  thou  go,  and  no  farther;  and  yet  the  physician  is  expected  to 
know  all  things  on  the  earth,  in  heaven,  in  the  sea,  and  under  the 
earth.  No  allowance  is  made  for  his  natural  imperfection,  or  the 
fact  that,  like  the  rest  of  mankind,  he  is  obliged  to  perform  his 
work  with  only  five  senses.  He  must  know  everything,  not  only  in 
his  profession,  but  out  of  it.  Like  Andro'is,  the  marvellous  auto- 
maton of  Albertus  Magnus,  he  must  be  capable  of  answering  all 
questions,  past,  present,  and  to  come.  For  hiI^  there  must  be  no 
impossibilities. 

There  are  certain  facts,  intimately  connected  with  this  question, 
which,  if  generally  understood,  would  render  the  practice  of  medi- 
cine a  much  more  agreeable  pursuit  than  it  is,  and  induce  the  world 
to  look  upon  the  failures  and  mishaps  of  professional  men  with 
greater  forbearance  and  sympathy.  Among  the  more  prominent 
of  these  facts  is,  first,  the  one  that  there  are  certain  diseases  which 
run  their  course  despite  the  best  directed  efforts  of  the  physician; 
diseases  which,  for  the  most  part,  are  but  little  infiuenced  by  medi- 
cine, and  in  which  the  chief  duty  of  the  medical  man  is  simply  to 
watch  the  case,  guiding  nature,  so  to  speak,  in  her  efforts  at  resto- 
ration ;  or,  in  the  emphatic  language  of  the  late  Dr.  James  Gregory, 
of  Edinburgh,  in  assisting  her  ^^in  obviating  the  tendency  to 
death.''  To  these  maladies,  the  term  self-limited  is  applied,  a  term 
the  significance  of  which  was  first  fully  pointed  out  by  Professor 
Jacob  Bigelow,  of  Boston,  and  the  late  Sir  John  Forbes,  of  London. 
They  are  comprised  chiefly  under  the  names  of  measles,  scarlatina, 
smallpox,  and  typhoid  fever. 

Secondly.  There  are  certain  diseases,  as  pulmonary  consumption, 
cancer,  and  hydrophobia,  which,  Arom  their  very  nature,  as  all  ex- 
perience testifies,  are  necessarily  and  inevitably  fatal. 

Thirdly.  Many  cases  of  what  are  known  as  curable  diseases  must 
necessarUy  have  a  fatal  termination,  because  they  are  not  taken  in 
hand  sufSciently  early,  before  the  occurrence  of  serious  structural 
lesion,  and  dangerous  constitutional  involvement. 

Fourthly.  Many  cases,  again,  can  only  be  partially  relieved ;  the 
organs  and  tissues,  from  long-continued  disease,  are  permanently 
crippled,  and  no  remedies,  however  judiciously  applied,  can  effect 
entire  restoration. 

Fifthly.  It  is  well  known  that  many  diseases,  if  let  alone,  will 
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get  well  spontaneously,  without  the  slightest  interpositicm  of  medi- 
cine, their  natural  tendencj  being  to  self^;nre>  Homodopathy  has 
long  been  aware  of  this  eircnmstance,  and  has  taken  advantage  of 
it  as  a  means  of  gain  and  reputation,  by  deluding  the  credulous 
into  a  belief  in  the  eflScacy  of  infinitesimal  doses.  Saw-d«st  pills, 
says  an  old  physician,  would  effectually  cure  many  of  the  diseases 
with  which  mankind  are  afflicted,  if  every  patient  would  supply  by 
his  own  labor  the  material  of  which  they  are  ikiade.  The  physicians 
<^  Williamsport,  where  saW-dusf  is  bo  abundant,  have  doubtless  had 
Areqnent  occasion  to  test  the  value  of  thie  practice.  Franklin,  I 
believe,  invented  the  saw-dust  pudding,  and  I  cannot  see  any 
reason  why  such  food  should' not  sometimes  form  a  valuable  sub- 
stitute for  the  Darrago  so  common  in  the  sick  chamber,  especially  in 
cases  in  which  abstinence  constitutes  an  important  element  of  treat- 
ment. Mr.  Abernethy  was  asked  one  day  by  a  rubicund  n<^)leman 
with  a  pimply  nose,  what  he  should  do  for  the  relief  of  his  ailments. . 
^*  Egad  I  live  on  a  sixpence  a  day,  and  earn  it,"  was  the  pithy  reply. 
Homoeopathic  broth,  made  of  a  pigeon's  wing,  divested  of  meat  and 
marrow,  coi^oined  with  rest  of  mind  and  body,  good  air,  good 
nursing,  and  the  faithfhl  attendance  of  an  agree-able,  confidence- 
inspiring  physician,  has  cured  many  a  case  of  disease,  for  which 
infinitesimal  doses  obtained  all  the  credit  That  hydropathy  is 
sometimes  equally  triumphant  is  unquestionable.  The  skin,  through 
which  it  aims  to  make  its  salutary  impression,  is  an  immense  emuno- 
tory,  throwing  off  from  twenty-five  to  forty  ounces  of  hurtM  matter, 
in  the  form  of  sensible  and  insensible  perspiration,  in  the  twenty- 
four  hours.  Everybody  knows  how  agreeable  and  healthftd  bathing 
and  ablutions  are^  especially  in  warm  weather,  and  in  the  hot  stages 
of  fever  and  other  affections.  ^^  Cleanliness,''  says  the  proverb,  ^^is 
next  to  godliness."  If  the  use  of  the  wet  sheet  were  not  conjoined 
with  rigid  abstinence  from  stimulating  food  and  drink,  and  with 
daily  exercise  on  foot  hi  the  open  air,  hydropathy  would  not  be  able 
to  sustain  its  claims  for  a  single  day  in  the  estimation  even  of  its 
most  credulous  advocates.  As  it  is,  it  is,  like  homoeopathy,  when 
practised  as  a  separate  and  independent  system  of  medicine,  a  delu- 
sion and  a  fraud.  A  Turkish  bath  has  often  relieved  an  incipient 
attack  of  rheumatism  in  an  hour,  but  would  any  man  of  seaoe 
thence  conclude  that  such  a  remedy  was  applicable  to  the  treatment 
of  all  diseases  or  to  all  stages  of  tiie  same  malady  7 

A  good  hearty  laugh  is  often  more  efficadous  in  relieving  disease 
than  the  most  potent  article  of  the  materia  medica.  The  st<H*y  of 
Rabelais  and  the  Keys  is  well  known.  His  friend.  Cardinal  du 
Bellay,  being  ill  with  an  attack  of  hypochondriasis,  his  physicians 
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had  ordered  him  an  aperient  decootion,  to  be  frequently  given 
in  an  agreeable  syrap;  but  Rabelais,  his  immediate  attendant, 
thought  differently,  and,  taking  advantage  of  the  absenoe  of  his 
colleagues,  while  they  were  discussing  in  learned  jargon,  in  an 
ac^oining  room,  the  nature  of  the  case,  in  order  to  earn  more 
satisfactorily  the  large  fee  they  had  anticipated,  he  built  a  fire  in 
the  yard,  and  heated  a  kettleful  of  water,  into  which  he  threw  all 
the  keys  he  could  find.  While  he  was  busily  occupied  in  stirring 
them  about  with  a  stick,  the  doctors  came  down  stairs,  and  asked 
him  what  he  was  doing  ?  ^^  Following  your  directions,"  replied  he. 
^^How  in  the  name  of  GhilenT'  cried  one  of  them.  ^You  are  for 
something  that  is  very  aperitive,"  returned  Rabelais,  ^'  and  by  Hip- 
pocrates I  think  you  will  own  that  nothing  can  be  more  aperitive 
than  keys,  unless  you  would' have  me  send  to  the  arsenal  for  some 
pieces  of  cannon."  This  odd  fancy,  says  the  narrator,  being  imme- 
diately communicated  to  the  sick  cardinal,  caused  such  a  fit  of 
laughing  a^  to  relieve  him  at  once  of  his  suffering ;  and  what  renders 
the  joke  the  more  pertinent,  was  that  the  keys  were  made  of  irott 
and  steel,  which  with  water  are  the  chief  ingredients  in  chalybeate 
medicines.^ 

The  value  of  money  as  a  curative  agent  has  often  been  experienced 
by  the  sick  poor.  ^^  A  shilling  per  diem  for  Mrs.  Moreton,"  wrote 
good  old  Dr.  Lettsom,  when  he  was  requested  to  give  a  lady,  once 
the  possessor  of  wealth,  but  now  the  inmate  of  a  squalid  garreti  a 
prescription.    **  Money,  not  physic,  will  cure  her." 

It  is  the  glory  of  Hippocratic  medicine  that  it  is  founded  upon 
strong  common  sense,  close  observation,  and  inductive  philosophy; 
that  it  investigates  morbid  phenomena  by  the  light  of  physiology 
and  pathology,  aided  by  various  appliances  of  modem  invention, 
vastly  augmenting  the  power  and  precision  of  our  senses;  and, 
lastly,  that,  in  the  true  spirit  of  eclecticism,  it  avails  itself  of  every 
remedy  and  of  every  method,  no  matter  whence  it  emanates,  calcu- 
lated to  effect  its  aims  and  purposes,  as  a  great  scientific  pursuit* 
It  is,  in  fact,  the  only  true  eclectic  system  of  medicine  known  to 
man,  the  so-called,  self-styled  eclectic  medicine  of  the  present  day 
being  simply  a  corrupt,  mongrel  offshoot  of  the  Hippocratic  school, 
planted,  propagated,  and  sustained  by  men  for  the  most  part 
selfish,  ignorant,  and  unprincipled. 

Sixthly.  What  is  true  of  diseases  is  equally  true  of  acddents,  as 
wounds,  fractures,  dislocations,  and  surgical  operations. 

With  regard  to  surgical  operations,  every  one,  however  trivial, 

1  The  Works  of  FranoiB  Babelais,  vol.  ii.  p.  18,  London,  1854. 
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or  however  skilfully  performed,  mast  be  viewed  as  an  experiment, 
of  doubtful  result,  influenced  as  the  issue  always  must  be  by  a 
thousand  circumstances,  for  the  most  part  utterly  inappreciable  by 
our  senses,  and  often  uncontrollable  by  our  remedies.  I  have 
known  a  leech-bite  and  the  little  incision  made  in  the  bend  of  the 
arm  in  venesection,  to  be  followed  by  erysipelas  and  death.  On 
the  other  hand,  the  most  fearful  and  extensive  wound,  as  that  made 
in  amputation  of  the  hip-joint,  is  often  recovered  f^om.  A  man 
who  undergoes  a  severe  operation  is  very  much  in  the  condition  of 
a  soldier  who  engages  in  a  battle,  with  this  important  difference, 
that,  while  the  former  is  sure  to  be  severely  wounded,  the  latter 
has  many  chances  of  escape. 

Seventhly.  It  is  well  known  to  physicians  that  medicines  do 
not  always  produce  the  same  effects  in  different  persons,  or  in  the 
same  persons  in  different  conditions  of  the  system.  Thus,  ipecacu- 
anha acts  generally  as  an  emetic,  opium  as  a  narcotic,  and  quinine 
as  a  febrifuge,  but  in  certain  individuals,  at  different  periods  and 
under  different  circumstances,  owing  to  idiosyncrasy  and  other 
causes,  quite  the  contrary  effects  follow  their  administration.  The 
same  remark  is  true  of  the  doses  of  medicines ;  some  persons  re- 
quiring large,  and  others  exceedingly  small  ones  to  produce  the 
desired  action. 

Eighthly.  It  is  a  common  impression,  shared  by  many  physi- 
cians, otherwise  intelligent  and  well-informed,  that  medicine  and 
not  nature  cures  disease.  Now,  disease,  as  every  enlightened  patho- 
logist knows,  is  simply  an  aberration  of  function — ^not  an  entity  or 
a  distinct  essence— and  hence  all  that  medicine  can  do  is  to  remove 
obstruction,  and  thus  assist  nature  in  restoring  the  afi^cted  parts 
to  their  normal  condition.  Surgery  never  cures  a  wound ;  it  simply 
dresses  it,  and  places  it  in  a  condition  favorable  for  union.  Nature 
does  the  rest.  Good,  old,  pious  Ambrose  Par^,  who  flourished  up- 
wards of  three  centuries  and  a  half  ago,  and  who,  in  intelligence 
and  foresight,  in  genius  and  strong  common  sense,  was  far  in  ad- 
vance of  his  age,  was  fully  aware  of  this  great  fact.  ^'  I  apply," 
said  he, ''  the  remedy,  perform  the  operation,  or  dress  the  wound ; 
God  cures." 

In  the  seventeenth  century  the  most  miraculous  cures  were  per- 
formed with  the  sympathetic  powder  of  Sir  Kenelm  Digby.  In 
oases  of  injuries  with  an  open  surface,  the  powder,  instead  of  being 
sprinkled  upon  the  wound,  was  applied  to  the  weapon,  which  was 
at  the  same  time  anointed  with  some  special  salve,  and  dressed  at 
least  twice  a  day,  the  wound  itself  being  carefully  bound  up,  and 
maintained  at  rest,  from  the  contact  of  the  air,  for  a  week.    At  the 
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end  of  this  time,  when  the  bandage  was  removed,  the  wound  was 
generally  either  perfectly  closed,  or  in  an  advanced  state  of  repair, 
and  the  powder  of  conrse  received  all  the  credit  for  what  had  evi- 
dently been  exclusively  nature's  work,  skilfully  assisted  by  art. 
The  result  of  this  superstitions  procedure  no  doubt  famished  the 
original  hint  which  led  surgeons,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  last  cen- 
tury, to  the  improved  method,  now  universal  in  the  profession,  of 
healing  wounds  by  what  is  technically  called  union  by  the  first  in- 
tention, or  union  by  adhesive  inflammation. 

It  seems  to  be  generally,  if  not  universally,  conceded  that  a 
physician  cannot  know  too  much ;  and  yet,  by  a  strange  incon- 
sistency, every  woman  considers  herself  as  competent  to  diagnos- 
ticate and  treat  diseases  as  the  most  learned,  sagacious,  and  ac- 
complished medical  man,  who  has  made  the  study  of  his  profession 
the  work  of  his  life.  Franklin  says  every  man  that  has  attained 
the  age  of  forty  years  is  either  a  fool  or  a  doctor ;  and  Francis 
Bacon  declares  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  vulgar,  witches  and  old 
women  and  impostors  are  the  equals  of  physicians.  The  remark  of 
the  English  philosopher,  uttered  two  hundred  and  fifty  years 
ago,  is  nearly  as  applicable  at  the  present  day  as  it  was  then, 
especially  in  our  own  State.  If,  during  the  delivery  of  this 
address,  one  of  my  auditors  were  to  fall  down  in  a  fit  Of  apo- 
plexy, and  the  most  experienced  physician  in  this  room  were  called 
to  his  aid,  a  dozen  persons  would  be  found  ready  to  proflTer  their 
advice  as  to  the  proper  method  of  treatment  of  the  case,  although 
they  might  be  as  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  the  healing  art  as  the 
man  in  the  moon.  Everybody  considers  himself  entitled  to  take 
liberties  with  the  doctor,  no  matter  what  may  be  his  age  or  ex- 
perience, forgetting  that  medicine  is  a  great  study,  requiring  vast 
talent  and  high  mental  training  for  its  successftil  accomplishment. 
The  physician  qualifies  himself  for  his  lifelong  task  by  hard  labor, 
by  long-continued  effort,  and  by  great  personal  sacrifices.  It  is  by 
no  sadden  or  unexpected  inspiration  of  genius  that  he  can  diagnos- 
ticate diseases,  or  turn,  as  it  were,  his  patient  inside  out,  and 
successfully  combat  his  ailments  by  the  aid  of  his  remedies.  "  Pray, 
Mr.  Opie,  may  I  ask  what  you  mix  your  colors  with  ?"  said  a  lazy, 
pompous  young  student  to  the  great  painter.  ^^  With  brains,  sir, 
with  brains,"  was  the  gruff  reply.  If  I  were  asked  what  is  the  best 
qualification  for  the  study  of  medicine,  I  should  say,  in  the  language 
of  the  English  artist,  "  Brains,"  meaning  thereby  a  high  order  of 
intellect,  with  suitable  culture  and  untiring  industry.  I  shall  not 
stop  to  inquire  how  long  a  young  man  should  be  obliged  to  study 
before  he  is  admitted  to  the  doctorate,  or  licensed  to  enter  upon 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S60  DE   oaoss's  adb&kss. 

the  practice  of  his  profession.  Nor  is  it  worth  while,  on  an  occasion 
like  this,  to  discuss  the  subject  of  preliminary  education,  as  to 
whether  he  should  be  a  Greek  and  Latin  scholar,  a  good 'mathe- 
matician, a  botanist,  an  astronomer,  or  a  natural  philosopher.  If 
he  has  '^brains,"  with  proper  training,  a  good  sound  English 
education,  good,  hard  common  sense,  steady,  persistent  application, 
find  a  fondness  for  the  profession  of  his  choice,  he  cannot  fail  to 
become  a  respectable  and  useful  physician.  A  knowledge  of  Greek 
and  Latin,  although  not  to  be  despised,  never  made  a  great  medical 
practitioner.  To  the  qualities  here  indicated,  I  would  add  that  of  re- 
fined and  polished  manners,  so  essential  to  success  in  every  pursuit, 
but  especially  in  that  of  medicine.  If  I  were  an  autocrat,  I  should 
not  permit  a  student  of  medicine  to  enter  our  ranks,  if  destitute  of 
this  crowning  excellence.  Physicians  should  be  gentlemen,  as  well 
as  men  of  science;  gentlemen  of  the  ^^  olden  school,''  with  ease  and 
grace  of  manners,  blended  with  high  mental  culture  and  a  high  sense 
of  honor.  I  am  satisfied,  from  extensive  observation,  continued 
through  many  years,  as  a  practitioner  and  teacher,  that  it  is  not  so 
much  the  want  of  edacation  that  degrades  our  profession  as  the 
absence  of  refinement  and  high  breeding  on  the  part  of  its  members. 
How  difficult  it  is  to  make  such  a  person,  may  be  learned  from 
what  James  I.  said,  when  soipe  low-born  fellow  entreated  him  tp 
make  him  a  gentleman.  The  well-known  answer  of  the  monarch 
was,  ^^  Na,  na,  I  canna  I  I  could  mak  t,hee  a  lord,  but  none  but  God 
Almighty  can  mak  a  gentleman.'' 

A  crusade  has  long  been  carried  on  against  the  medical  schools 
of  the  country,  because  of  their  supposed  laxness  in  regard  to 
the  graduation  of  their  pupils.  I  have  no  defence  to  ofi*er  against 
thi^  accusation ;  much  of  what  is  said  is  unquestiop^ly  true*  The 
term  of  study  is  much  too  short,  the  number  of  lectures  much  too 
great,  the  requirements  for  the  degree  of  doctor  of  medicine  much 
too  limited.  All  this,  and  a  great  deal  more,  is  true,  and  must 
continue  to  be  true  so  long  as  the  medical  schools  act  independently 
of  each  other.  Under  the  present  system,  one  of  the  worst  that 
could  possibly  be  devised,  a  system  that  I  shall  not  cease  to 
denounce  so  long  as  God  grants  me  the  power  of  speech,  we  must 
do  the  best  we  can.  One  of  the  great  and  crying  evils  of  republi- 
canism is  the  want  of  governmental  protection  of  medical,  scientific, 
and  literary  institutions.  Our  State  legislatures  license  indis^ 
criminately  all  medical  schools,  of  whatever  creed  or  practice.  All 
stand,  in  this  respect,  upon  the  same  footing,  regular,  irregular,  and 
mongrel,  with  the  same  authority  to  teach  and  to  manu&ctnre 
doctors.    The  consequence  is  that  the  country  is  inundated  with 
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medical  oolleges,  and  that,  instead  of  working  in  concert  fSor  the 
promotion  of  the  public  good,  they  are,  like  bo  many  lahmaelites, 
arrayed  against  each  other.  Is  it  surprisin^g,  then,  that  the  medical 
profession  is  not  what  it  should  be  t  Or,  should  we  not  rather  con- 
gratulate ourselves  that  it  is  no  worse  t  Hippoeratic  medicine  has 
suffered  great  injury  at  the  hands  of  irregular  practitioners — the 
bomceopathists,  hydropathists,  the  so-called  eclectics,  cancer-curers, 
and  yarious  other  hybrids — who  fatten  upon  the  credulity  of  their 
fellow-citizens,  and  spare  no  means  to  degrade  ^s  in  public  estimii*' 
tion. 

The  true  physician,  according  to  my  ideal,  is  one  who,  to  a 
refined  and  cultivated  mind,  adds  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the 
att  and  science  of  medicine,  a  ready  faculty  of  observation^  a  soui;id 
judgment,  a  bold,  resolute  will,  and  a  moral  character  that  is  proof 
against  all  temptation.  Like  the  brave  and  chivalrpus  Bayard,  he 
is  '^  without  fear  and  without  reproach^"  affable  alike  to  rich  and 
poor,  gifted  with  great  and  noble  qualities,  and  so  free  from  all 
that  is  gross  and  selfish  in  our  nature  as  to  be  capable  of  enjoying 
as  his  own  the  triumphs  of  his  compeers ;  or,  like  the  youthful  and 
lu^omplished  Sidney,  self-regardless  and  self-denying,  an  example 
Df  disinterested  devotion,  a  mirror  of  humanity,  ever  ready  to 
auocor  and  reljeve  the  necessities  of  his  fellow-beings ;  or,  like  a 
great  high  priest,  clothed  in  sacerdotal  robes,  anointed  with  pre- 
cious ointments,  and  scattering,  in  ricb  profusion,  the  blessings  of 
the  healing  art. 

Physicians,  as  a  body,  not  only  perform  a  much  greater  amount 
of  charitable  labor  than  all  other  classes  of  men  combined,  but  few, 
if  any,  ever  accumulate  any  property,  as  the  result  of  their  pro- 
foesipnal  toil,  tor  the  benefit  of  their  families.  Like  Rabelais, 
every  one  may  say,  wheq  he  comes  to  write  his  will,  ^^  I  owe  much, 
I  have  nothing,  I  give  the  rest  to  the  poor."  Notwithstanding 
jEhis  miserable  record,  they  have  always  worked,  in  season  and  out 
of  season,  for  the  public  gctod,  and,  in  the  hande  of  God,  have 
been  instrumental,  by  the  application  of  their  scientific  know- 
ledge, in  prolonging  human  life  in  its  aggregate  hardly  less  than  in 
it9  individual  relation.  Some  diseases,  in  fact,  formerly  of  a  wide- 
spread character,  have  been  alpnost  completely  exterminated 
throng  the  agency  of  medical  science.  Scurvy,  once  so  destruc- 
tive, has  nearly  entirely  disappeared  from  the  catalogue  of  human 
suffering.  The  plague,  which  in  one  year  in  London  literally  deci- 
mated the  population,  has  been  efibctuidly  banished  from  the 
civilized  world.  The  ague,  which  annually  carried  off  thousands 
of  persons  before  the  discovery  of  the  use  of  Peruvian  bark,  is  no 
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longer  a  fatal  malady.  Pneumonia,  dysentery,  and  the  cholera  of 
infants  are  much  more  easily  managed  than  formerly ;  and  typhoid 
fever  has  become  a  comparatively  controllable  disease. 

To  descend  to  a  few  particulars,  let  us  see  what  the  profession 
has  done,  and  is  daily  doing,  for  the  mitigation  of  suflTering,  and 
the  prolongation  of  life. 

Everybody  knows  what  intermittent  fever  is,  and  how  very  com- 
mon it  still  is  in  some  sections  of  this  and  other  countries.    Prior 
to  the  introduction  of  cinchona,  in  1653,  the  mortality  from  this 
disease  was  astounding.    In  England,  according  to  Dr.  Short,  a 
writer  of  the  middle  of  the  last  century,  in  the  seven  years  imme- 
diately preceding  the  use  of  bark  as  a  medicine,  that  is,  from  1629 
to  1636,  .the  number  of  deaths  from  ague  was  10,484,  or  1  in  4^  of 
all  those  who  died.    During  the  same  period  15,513  perished  of 
consumption,  or  only  about  one-third  more  than  were  carried  off 
by  intermittent  fever.    Bark  now  gradually  came  into  practice, 
and  the  mortality  ftrom  ague  during  the  next  seven  years  dropped 
from  1  in  4^  to  1  in  ^.    Passing  by  eighty  years,  during  which 
the  use  of  this  remedy  was  generalized,  the  seven  years  from  1785 
to  1742  afford  an  aggregate  mortality  from  this  cause  of  31,  or  1 
in  3767.    In  fact,  death  from  ague  had  almost  disappeared.     Qui- 
nine, the  alkaloid  of  bark,  in  due  time  superseded  the  latter 
remedy;    and,   although    intermittent  fever  is  still  exceedingly 
ftrequent,  a  fatal  case  rarely  occurs  where  this  medicine  is  employed. 
Smallpox,  in  former  times  the  scourge  of  the  human  race,  has 
been  completely  robbed  of  its  terrors  by  the  discoveries  and  labors 
of  a  single  man,  a  provincial  physician  of  England.    Previously 
to  the  introduction  of  vaccination  by  Jenner,  the  mortality  firom 
this  loathsome  and  disgusting  disease  was  perfectly  appalling.    In 
England  alone,  with  a  population  at  that  time  of  eight  millions, 
the  number  of  deaths  annually  exceeded  30,000.    We  may  form 
some  idea  of  the  destructive  nature  of  this  affection  by  the  ravages 
which  it  still  commits  among  the  aborigines  of  this  continent,  and 
among  those  semi-civilized  people  who  neglect  the  precaution  of 
vaccination.  In  India,  for  instance,  in  the  province  of  Punjaub,  with 
a  population  of  5,000,000,  the  deaths  from  smallpox  are,  it  is  said, 
never  less  than  20,000  a  year.    In  1869  they  numbered  53,195.    In 
England,  on  the  other  hand,  with  a  population,  at  present,  more 
than  four  times  as  great,  the  average  of  smallpox  deaths  reaches 
hardly  5,000  a  year.    The  discovery  of  Jenner  may  proudly  chal- 
lenge the  admiration  of  the  world,  based  as  it  was  upon  a  chain  of 
experiment  and  philosophical  induction  that  hardly  finds  a  parallel 
in  human  inquiry.    It  literally  sprang  perfect  from  the  brain  of  a 
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single  man.  With  a  drop  of  "  pearly  lymph,"  as  an  English  writer 
has  beautifully  expressed  it,  inserted  into  the  living  tissues  upon 
the  point  of  a  lancet,  he  literally  shut  up  one  of  the  flood-gates  of 
human  death.  Although  hardly  three-quarters  of  a  century  have 
elapsed  since  this  wonderftil  discovery  was  effected,  it  has  saved 
millions  of  lives.  The  real  monument  of  Jenner  is,  not  the  marble 
shaft  erected  to  his  memory  in  London,  but  the  gratitude  of  man- 
kind in  all  future  ages.    He  may  well  say,  with  Horace : — 

Exegi  monnmeDtum  sere  perennioB. 

The  statistics  of  hospitals  throughout  America  and  Europe 
tihow  a  surprising  reduction  in  the  mortality  of  these  institutions 
during  the  last  fifty  years,  both  in  their  medical,  surgical,  and 
obstetrical  departments.  A  most  gratifying  change  has  occurred 
in  the  fate  of  parturient  women  and  of  new-bom  infants.  A 
foreign  writer  asserts  that  in  1750,  at  the  British  Lying-in  Hos- 
pital  in  London,  one  out  of  every  forty-two  females,  and  one  child 
out  of  every  fifteen,  died.  Early  in  the  present  century,  in  the 
same  institution,  the  ratio  of  mortality  was  as  1  to  288  for  the 
former,  and  as  1  to  77  for  the  latter.  The  new  mode  of  hospital 
construction,  especially  that  of  the  pavilion  plan,  now  so  much  in 
favor,  will  reduce  the  mortality  still  further  in  establishments  of 
this  kind.  The  mortality  from  accidents  and  surgical  operations, 
as  well  as  from  typhoid  and  other  fevers,  has  likewise  been  mate- 
rially abridged.  During  our  late  war,  thousands  of  lives  were 
saved  by  placing  the  sick  under  tents  in  open  camps. 

Who  is  ignorant  of  the  wonderful  improvements  that  have  been 
effected  within  the  last  forty  years  in  the  treatment  of  the  insane  ? 
Until  Philippe  Pinel,  the  great  French  physician  and  philanthropist, 
near  the  close  of  the  last  century,  struck  off  the  chains  which  had 
so  long  bound  the  inmates  of  the  Bio^tre  to  the  walls  and  floors  of 
that  establishment,  it  is  impossible  to  form  any  adequate  idea  of 
the  horrors  which  pervaded  the  interior  of  a  lunatic  asylum.  The 
mind  recoils  at  the  contemplation  of  the  woe  and  wretchedness,  the 
filth  and  blasphemy,  the  groans  and  shrieks  of  the  inmates.  A 
menagerie  of  wild  beasts  was  a  paradise  in  comparison  with  such 
tn  institution. 

**  In  our  days,"  says  an  English  writer,  "  we  can  scarcely  form 
any  idea  of  the  then  deplorable  condition  of  these  houses.  If  we 
depict  to  ourselves  low,  damp,  and  infected  dungeons,  without  light 
or  air,  fitly  designated  by  the  name  of  cells,  containing  a  wretched 
stump-bed,  or  a  rotten  straw  mattress  laid  on  the  stone  floor ;  if  we 
imagine  human  beings,  naked  or  covered  with  rags,  nearly  always 
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farioas,  chained,  and  shnt  up  in  these  abodes  of  desolation  and 
misery,  real  tombs  which  tbej  never  left  but  for  their  last  jresting- 
place,  if  we  conceive  ferocious  keepers  chosen  from  among  convicts, 
treating  these  beings  as  brote  beasts,  making  nse  of  the  most  bar- 
barons  expedients,  overwhelming  them  with  iiyuries,  mocking  them 
with  insulting  jibes,  mercilessly  beating,  or  waging  with  them  teiy 
rible  and  often  sanguinary  straggles,  Uirowing  down  before  them 
disgusting  and  insuflScient  nouriehment,  leaving  them  without  water 
even  to  quench  their  thirst,  or  clothing  to  protect  them  from  the 
cold  of  winter,  and  exposing  them  in  this  sad  condition  for  the 
amusement  of  curious  visitors ;  if  we  imagine,  I  say,  these  unhappy 
beings  believed  to  be  incurable,  abandoned  by  their  ikmilies,  de- 
prived of  medical  care,  pale,  ghastly,  and  haggard,  stagnating  in 
their  own  dejections,  groaning  under  the  weight  of  irons  which 
lacerated  their  limbs,  emaciated  by  repeated  bloodlettings,  excited 
by  their  horrible  sufferings,  and  the  inhuman  treatment  to  which 
they  were  subjected,  we  shall  then  have  a  very  incomplete  idea  of 
the  frightful  state  of  lunatic  asylums  in  general,  and  o£  BicStre  in 
particular,  at  this  epoch." 

Behold  how  complete  is  the  change!  A  new  era  bos  arisen  in 
the  moral  and  medical  treatment  of  tiiese  unfortunate  beings. 
Pinel,  with  a  heart  ever  alive  to  pity,  like  an  angel  of  mercy,  under^ 
took  the  work  of  reform  and  deliverance  to  which  Providence  had 
destined  him.  Entering  the  madman's  filthy  cell,  he  recalled  him 
by  kindness  and  compassion  to  reason  and  self-respect,  and  thus 
created  a  new  era  in  the  history  of  human  progress  honorable  alike 
to  himself,  to  civilization,  philosophy,  and  humanity.  The  non- 
restraint  system  of  the  present  day  constitutes  a  characteristie 
feature  in  the  treatment  of  every  lunatic  asylum  in  America  and 
Europe ;  the  insane  are  no  longer  viewed  as  ferodoud  beasts,  but 
as  human  beings  whose  reason,  temporarily  dethroned  by  disease, 
is  often  reclaimed  by  kindness  alone,  independently  of  the  slightest 
medication,  properly  so  called. 

We  cast  a  glance  in  another  direction.  Drunkenness  is  reeling  in 
our  streets ;  our  young  men,  the  pride  of  the  nation,  and  our  hoary 
sires,  once  the  hope  of  the  republic,  are  tottering  under  the  influx 
ence  of  strong  drink,  upwards  of  fifty  thousand  being  annually,  it 
has  been  estimated,  cut  down  in  this  country  alone  by  this  friglit- 
ftil  abuse  of  alcohol.  How  many  thousands  more  perish  indireotlj 
from  its  effects  it  is  impossible  even  to  form  a  conjecture.  Nor  is 
this  all.  Grime  in  its  worst  shape,  filling  our  prisons,  penitentiaries 
and  almshouses,  and  demoralizing  our  people,  is  another  of  its  teiv 
rible  consequences.    Of  all  the  forms  of  death,  none  are  more  loathr 
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some  and  pitiable  than  this.  The  bloated  inebriaW,  the  slave  of  an 
nnconqnerable  passion,  may  now  find  a  home,  where,  away  IVom 
his  dissolute  companions,  amidst  scenes  of  order,  temperance,  and 
all  the  comforts  of  domestic  life,  he  may  be  restored  to  respecta- 
bility and  nsefalnesB.  Asylums  for  the  cure  6f  inebriates  are  of 
American  origin,  mainly  due  to  the  influence  and  exertion  of  one 
naan,  Dr.  Tumei^,  of  Binghamton,  New  York. 

In  surgery  the  progress  of  sound  reform  is  equally  striking  and 
gratifying.  Thousands  of  limbs  are  now  saved  that,  twenty-five 
years  ago,  would  have  been  sacrificed ;  excision,  in  many  cases,  has 
taken  the  place  of  amputation;  the  use  of  the  trephine  in  injuries  of 
the  skull  and  brain  is  much  less  frequent  than  fonhcrly ;  the  treat- 
ment of  wounds  has  be^n  vastly  simplified ;  dislocations  are  now  re* 
duced  chiefly  by  manipulation  instead  of  extension  by  the  pulleys ; 
and  certain  lesions,  once  r^arded  as  utterly  beyond  the  resources 
of  our  art,  have,  through  the  genius  and  pei^everance  of  one  of  our 
practitioners,  Dr.  Sims,  of  New  Yotkj  been  rendered  perfectly  ame* 
taMe  Uy  cui^tive  measures. 

Finally,  not  to  weary  you  with  details^  who  can  fhlly  estimate 
the  blessings  of  the  use  of  anaesthetics,  a  discovery  the  credit  of 
which  is  justly  dae  to  our  own  country  and  to  our  own  age  f  These 
agents  have  effectually  banished  pain  from  the  operating  and  lying* 
in  roonls,  and  in  great  degree  deprived  surgery  and  midwifery  of 
their  terrors.  The  eventlhl  medical  year  of  1846,  which  announced 
to  the  world  the  glad  tidings  that  the  knife  oould  be  used  without 
suflTering,  under  the  influence  of  ether,  will  remain  forever  memo^ 
rable  in  l^e  history  of  the  healing  art  and  of  human  progress.  li 
opened  to  us  a  mine  more  precious  tiian  those  of  California ;  more 
rich  in  the  blessings  of  Ghod's  gifts  than  any  that  had  ever  been 
disclosed  by  the  art  and  science  of  healing.  The  groans  and  shrieks^ 
once  inseparable  fh>m  the  use  of  the  scalpel,  the  cautery,  the  saw, 
and  the  pulleys,  are  no  longer  heard.  Under  the  influence  of  ether 
or  chloroform,  the  patient  is  unconscious  of  suffering,  and  the  snr* 
geon  calmly  and  ddiberately  does  his  work.  The  parturient  female, 
wrapt  in  anaesthetic  sleep,  no  longer  realizes  the  cursv— ^^  In  pain 
riudt  thou  bring  forth  childreu."  And  who  is  the  medical  hero  to 
whom  the  world  is  indebted  fbt  this  inestimable  boon,  this  won- 
drous addition  to  our  haziness?  Where  is  the  reward  which  a 
grstefhl  people  have  lavished  upon  him  and  his  family?  Alas, 
edio  answers,  where  f  Dr.  Morton^  after  having  knocked  for  years 
at  the  doors  of  Oongress,  only  to  be  repulsed  with  mockery  and 
contumely,  bin  passed  away ;  but  his  family  remains,  and  is  in 
destitute  circumstances,  a  monument  of  a  nation's  base  ingratitude. 
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Had  Dr.  Morton  been  a  soldier  and  achieved  a  yiotory  over  a  few 
Indians  on  our  western  frontiers,  he  would  have  been  hailed  as  a 
benefactor  of  the  country,  and  been  elevated  to  a  high  office.  8uch 
is  the  difference,  in  our  country,  between  the  medical  hero  and  the 
military,  between  the  man  of  science  and  him  who  wears  a  sword. 
Jenner,  for  his  labors  in  vaccination,  received  a  liberal  sum  from 
the  British  Parliament ;  and  Scotland  has  decreed  a  monument  to 
Sir  James  Y.  Simpson  for  bis  discovery  of  the  ansesthetic  pi^oper- 
ties  of  chloroform,  the  honor  of  knighthood  having,  for  the  same 
rea;Son,  been  conferred  upon  him  foux  years  before  his  death,  by  his 
sovereign. 

The  study  of  hygiene  hasrbeen  greatly  advanced  within  the  last 
twenty-five  years,  botb  at  home  and  abroad ;  and  if  the  triumphs 
of  this  department  of  medical  science  have  been  less  brilliant  than 
of  some  of  the  other  branches,  they  have  not  been  less  reaL  The 
health  of  our  cities  and  seaports  has  been  greatly  promoted;  our 
hospitals,  asylums,  prisons,  and  private  dwellings  are  much  better 
ventilated ;  sanitary  science  has  been  placed  upon  a  broader  and 
surer  foundation ;  and  the  study  of  vital  statistics  has  received  a 
new  impulse.  In  short,  wherever  we  turn,  we  are  struck  with  won- 
der and  delight  at  the  immense  triumphs  which  medical  science  is 
achieving  for  the  amelioration  of  human  suffering,  the  cure  of  dis- 
ease, and  the  prolongation  of  life. 

Our  materia  medica  is  receiving  constant  accessions.  Among  the 
latest  and  most  valuable  of  these  I  need  only  mention  the  bromides 
and  the  hydrate  of  chloral,  which  have  idready  proved  of  such 
inestimable  benefit  in  the  treatment  of  nervous  affections,  mania 
k  potu,  and  insomnia,  or  sleeplessness.  Our  dietetic  resources  have 
also  been  greatly  extended  and  improved,  and  thus  augmented  our 
power  over  the  cure  of  disease. 

Our  means  of  detecting  and  investigating  morbid  action  have 
been  materially  multiplied  within  the  last  fifteen  years,  and  brought 
us  in  contact  with  structures  up  to  that  period  beyond  the  reach  of 
scientific  exploration.  By  means  of  various  appliances  of  modem 
invention,  as  the  laryngoscope,  rhinoscope,  ophthalmoscope,  and 
endoscope  we  can  readily  see  what  is  going  on  in  the  interior  of 
the  larynx,  nose,  eye,  and  urinary  bladder,  and  thus  more  certainly 
detect  and  rationally  treat  their  diseases.  Frequent  use  is  now  made 
of  the  thermometer  as  a  means  of  diagnosis  and  prognosis ;  and 
the  sphygmograph,  devised  by  Marey,  affords  us  a  more  accurate 
mode  of  measuring  the  force  of  the  pulse  than  we  possessed  be- 
fore. I  need  not  say  anything  here  of  the  use  of  the  microscope 
in  the  examination  of  minute  healthy  and  morbid  structure,  and  in 
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the  detection  of  poisons,  blood-stains,  and  various  animal  secre- 
tions, in  cases  of  suspected  crime,  so  necessary  in  legal  investigar 
tions.  If  its  real  value  be  still  undetermined,  it  is  not  too  much 
to  assert  that  it  has  marvellously  augmented  the  power  and  pre- 
cision of  our  senses,  and  has  been  the  means  by  which  the  science 
of  several  of  the  branches  of  medicine  has  already  been  completely 
revolutionized.  That  its  importance  has  been  unduly  magnified  by 
many  of  its  advocates,  is  unquestionable,  and  that  it  has  not  hith- 
erto materially  advanced  the  treatment  of  disease,  is  equally  cer- 
tain ;  but  this  is  no  evidence  that  it  is  not  a  useful  instrument,  or 
that  it  may  not  eventually  prove  to  be  of  great  value  as  a  clinical 
aid. 

I  stated  a  little  while  ago  that  the  science  of  medicine  is  much 
more  advanced  than  the  art.  The  great  need  at  the  present  day  is 
H  better  system  of  therapeutics,  or,  in  other  and  more  f&miliar  terms, 
a  more  certain  and  definite  method  of  cure.  It  is  of  little  avail, 
practically  speaking,  to  know  the  nature  of  a  disease  if  we  cannot 
remedy  it.  This  unquestionably  is  the  great  desideratum,  the 
point  to  which  all  our  efforts  should  mainly  be  directed,  the  aim 
and  end  of  all  our  labor.  All  the  leading  articles  of  the  Materia 
Medica  should  be  placed  anew  at  the  bar  of  the  profession,  in  or- 
der to  test  their  virtues,  upon  the  most  ample  scale,  and  iikthe  most 
patient,  rational,  and  philosophical  manner,  freed  from  the  tyranny 
of  prejudice  and  hypothesis,  and  the  influence  of  fashion  and  au* 
thority.  Of  the  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  articles  now  before 
the  profession,  nine  hundred  are  either  worthless  or  of  doubtful 
efficacy,  and  of  the  remainder  the  curative  virtues  of  many  are  still 
undetermined.  Innumerable  recoveries  hove  been  ascribed  to  the 
influence  of  remedies  that  are  now  known  to  be  inert.  It  was  long 
supposed  that  mercury  was  a  powerful  cholagogue,  but  if  we  may 
credit  the  statements  of  Dr.  Bennett,,  of  Edinburgh,  as  deduced 
from  the  recent  experiments  of  the  committee  of  th^  British  Medical 
Association  upon  dogs,  mercury  has  no  such  eflTect  whatever.  Al- 
though men  of  experience  may  not  concur  in  this  opinion,  seeing 
that  there  are  some  differences  between  dogs  and  human  beings, 
there  are  many  practitioners  who  give  their  ready  adhesion  to  it, 
simply  because  Dr.  Bennett  occupies  a  high  position  in  the  medical 
world  as  a  teacher  and  a  writer.  Professor  Lister,  of  Scotland,  a 
few  years  ago,  announced  that  carbolic  acid  was  a  powerful  anti- 
septic, unequalled  as  a  remedy  in  the  treatment  of  wounds,  great 
stress  being  laid  upon  the  alleged  fact  that  it  possessed  the  pro- 
perty of  destroying  the  infusoria  which,  it  is  said,  float  about  in 
vast  numbers  in  the  air,  causing  great  irritation  and  other  mischief 
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when  allowed  to  come  in  coBtact  with  the  liring  tis^es  after  inja^ 
ries.  Carbolic  acid  at  once  became  the  fashionable  remedy ;  almost! 
^Very  diii*geon  and  physician  swoHb  by  it,  and  yeVthe  very  existcBod 
of  these  infusoria  remains  as  much  a  problem  as  at  the  moment 
Mr.  Lister  indicted  them  at  the  bar  of  the  profession.  WhatFrancicf 
Bacon  said  of  the  scholars  of  hts  day  is  wonderfully  applicable  t<y 
tile  physicians  of  our  6wn.  Speaking,  in  his  Essay  on  the  Praise  of 
Knowledge,  of  the  universities,  he  rematks :  *^  They  learn  nothing 
but  to  believe.  They  are  like  a  becalmed  ship,  th^y  never  move 
but  by  the  wind  of  other  men's  breath,  and  have  no  oars  of  their 
Own  to  steer  withal;''  Mi^dieine  has  its  crinoline  and  its  little  bon^ 
nets  not  less  than  the  ladies.  Yerily,  there  is  nothing  so  absurd 
but  that  ha^  its  advoci^tes  and  adherents. 

The  Carbolic  acid  theory  of  Mr.  Listei^  reminds  one  forcibly  of 
the  story,  a  long  time  almost  universally  credited  in  Ctermany, 
of  the  golden  tooth  said  to  have  been  developed^  near  the  close  of 
the  sixteenth  century,  in  the  Jaw  Of  a  boy  lien  years  of  age.  A  phy- 
sician of  the  name  of  Horst  not  dnly  avowed  his  Arm  belief  in  this 
eccurrence,  but  very  naively  attempted  to  explain  it  by  a  reference 
to  the  constellation  under  which  the  child  was  bom,  alleging  that 
on  the  day  of  his  birth  the  Sun,  being  in  conjunction  with  Saturn 
in  the  sign  of  the  Bam,  produced  such  an  increase  of  heat  sb  greatly 
to  augment  the  nutritive  forces,  causing  thereby  a  secretion  of  gold 
instead  of  bone,  as  in  ordinary  mortals.  Horst^  who  wrote  a  book 
upon  the  subject,  declared  that  this  tooth  foretold  an  age  of  gold^ 
to  begin  with  the  expulsioA  of'  the  Turks  and  the  coming  of  the 
Millennium.  At  the  present  day  almost  every  person  can  boast  of 
.  the  possession  of  a  gold  tooth  withotit  the  interpositk>n  of  theSun 
said  of  Saturn,  and  perhaps  the  time  may  come  when  the  story  of 
the  infhsoria  Of  the  Scotch  surgeon  may  be  as  easily  explained.  The 
efficacy  of  the  divining  rod,  the  merits  of  Sir  Kenelm  Digby's  sym- 
pathetic powder,  and  the  differences  in  the  amount  of  water  dis- 
placed by  a  live  and  a  dead  fish  in  a  basin  of  water,  were  subjeete 
that  occupied  the  attention  of  the  English  philosopher^in  the  reign 
of  Charles  II. 

Thirty  years  ago  everybody  was  bled,  whether  he  had  any  blood 
or  not ;  now  the  very  mention  of  the  name  is  suAcient  ta  throw  a 
iiervous  person  into  spasms,  and  yet  it  is  quite  easy  to  see  that  the 
time  is  ne^r  at  hand  when  venesectioh  will  again  be  called  to  our  aid 
m  the  treatment  of  many  of  the  maladies  to  which  flesh  is  heir. 
Mercury,  not  long  ago,  was  regarded  as  a  specific  in  constitutional 
syphilis.  Now,  few  practitioners  employ  it.  Numerous  other  illoa^ 
tratlons  of  the  fiuctuation  of  medical  opinion  and  practice  might 
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be  adduced,  but  these  will  suffice  for  my  purposes.  What  effect  such 
fluctuation  must  have  upon  the  public  mind,  and  especially  upon 
men  who  cultivate  the  exact  sciences,  it  is  not  difficult  to  con- 
ceive. Assuredly,  if  there  be  any  one  branch  of  human  knowledge 
in  which  independence  of  action  and  high  mental  power  are  neces- 
sary for  its  successful  exercise,  it  is  that  of  medicine. 

It  may  be  assumed  as  a  truism  that  medicine  is,  and  always  must 
be,  to  a  certain  extent,  an  uncertain  science,  and  that  much  of  its 
success  as  an  art  must  depend  upon  individual  experience,  indi- 
vidual judgment,  and  individual  skill.  Considered  in  its  aggregate 
results,  as  a  great  profession,  exercised  by  all  kinds  of  men,  com- 
petent and  incompetent,  regular  and  irregular,  the  good  it  does 
probably  but  little  exceeds  the  evil ;  and  yet  with  all  its  impei*fec- 
tions,  it  is  a  great,  noble,  godlike  pursuit,  worthy  of  the  highest 
aspiration  of  the  human  intellect.  In  this  respect,  the  medical 
profession  is  like  every  other  profession — the  evil  in  all  is  largely 
blended  with  the  good.  In  the  hands  of  the  scientific  man  there 
are  few  cases  of  disease,  in  which,  if  timeously  treated,  before  the 
supervention  of  serious  structural  changes,  the  patient  is  not 
promptly  benefited,  and  finally  rescued  from  the  jaws  of  death. 
Under  opposite  circumstances,  the  chances  are,  despite  the  best 
directed  efforts,  either  that  the  patient  will  die,  that  he  will  make 
a  tedious  recovery,  or  that  he  will  remain  in  a  permanently  crippled 
condition. 

In  bringing  this  discourse,  perhaps  already  carried  to  too  great 
length,  to  a  close,  I  desire  to  call  attention  to  a  few  circumstances 
interesting,  if  I  mistake  not,  alike  to  my  associates  and  to  the  public 
at  large. 

1st.  The  first,  and  one  of  the  most  important  points  is  the  annual 
publication  of  a  Medical  Register,  embracing  the  names,  places  of 
residence,  and  the  school  of  graduation  of  all  the  members  of  the 
regular  profession.  I  took  occasion,  four  years  ago,  as  President 
of  the  American  Medical  Association,  to  call  attention  to  this  sub- 
ject, and  afterwards  I  brought  it  up  in  the  College  of  Physicians  of 
Philadelphia,  and  in  this  Society,  at  its  meeting  at  Erie,  two  years 
ago ;  and,  although  it  was  courteously  entertained  by  all  of  these 
bodies  at  the  time,  it  has  not  been  practically  acted  upon  by  any 
of  them.  Dr.  Packard,  the  Secretary  of  the  Philadelphia  College 
of  Physicians,  subsequently  published  the  Philadelphia  Medical 
Register  and  Directory,  comprising  a  vast  amount  of  useful  and 
interesting  matter  respecting  the  medical  and  scientific  institutions, 
the  hospitals,  asylums,  and  eleemosynary  establishments  of  the 
State.     With  but  little  trouble  and  expense  this  work  could  be 
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converted  into  a  State  Register,  thus  supplying  a  most  importanir 
want.  Under  existing  circumstances  it  is  utterly  impossible  to 
avoid  contamination  by  contact  with  irregular  practitioners  in 
consultation,  especially  when  the  patient  is  at  a  great  distance 
from  one's  home. 

2d.  All  local  matters  connected  with  county  Societies  should  be 
settled  by  the  Censors  of  the  State  Society,  so  that  the  harmony 
and  friendly  relations  of  the  latter  may  not  be  disturbed,  or  its 
time  wasted,  by  discussions  growing  out  of  such  relations.  I  am 
aware  that  there  is  a  by-law  upon  this  subject,  but  I  am  also  ap- 
prised that  a  law  which  is  not  enforced  is  a  dead  letter. 

3d.  There  is  not  sufficient  social  intercourse  among  physicians. 
They  seldom  meet  except  in  the  sick-room.  From  what  I  have 
seen  of  medical  men  I  am  painfully  convinced  that  this  is  one,  if 
not  the  chief,  cause  of  the  frequent  misunderstandings  and  quar- 
rels of  which  we  are  so  often  accused  by  the  public  The  phy- 
sicians of  the  seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  had  a  more 
delicate  appreciation  of  the  value  of  social  intercourse  than  their 
descendants.  In  London,  and  other  large  cities  in  England,  it  was 
their  custom,  after  the  labors  of  the  day  were  over,  to  meet  at  some 
coffee-house,  to  quaff  their  wine,  enjoy  a  hearty  laugh  over  a  piquant 
anecdote,  and  to  discuss  politics  and  literature.  These  reunions 
were  often  extended  late  into  the  night,  and  were  frequently  hon- 
ored by  the  presence  of  prominent  literary  characters,  as  Johnson, 
Hume,  and  Addison.  Radcliffe,  the  great  medical  lion  of  his  day, 
in  the  early  history  of  these  gatherings,  always  formed  a  conspic- 
uous figure  in  the  scene.  It  was  he  who  with  brutal  candor  safd  to 
King  William,  on  beholding  his  dropsical  ankles,  "  I  would  not  have 
your  Majesty's  legs  for  your  three  kingdoms." 

4th.  ^'  In  the  multitude  of  counsellors,"  says  the  Bible,  ^^  there  is 
safety ;"  and  yet  everybody,  professional  and  non-professional,  knows 
that  consultations,  among  physicians,  at  the  present  day,  are  re- 
markably uncommon  in  this  country.  This  is  not  as  it  should  be. 
The  importance  of  consultations  in  cases  of  severe  disease  and  acci- 
dent cannot  be  overestimated.  Every  man,  however  humble,  is  en- 
titled, under  such  circumstances,  to  the  best  aid  within  his  reach. 
Young  practitioners,  in  particular,  should  insist  upon  frequent  con- 
sultations, almost  as  much  for  their  own  sake  as  for  that  of  their 
patients,  whose  confidence  in  their  ability  is  often  shaken  simply  be- 
cause they  lack  the  experience  of  the  older  members  of  the  profession, 
although  their  skill  may  not  be  one  particle  less ;  for,  let  it  ever  be 
borne  in  mind  that  age  does  not  always  necessarily  confer  wisdom 
nor  experience  the  power  of  healing.    Very  often,  indeed,  the  young 
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practitioner,  just  from  the  hospital  and  the  lecture-room,  is  far  the 
better  man  of  the  two. 

5th.  Much  opposition  still  exists  among  the  people  to  the  ex 
amination  of  the  bodies  of  those  who  die  under  our  charge,  thus 
shutting  out  from  the  profession  a  Vast  mine  of  material  which,  if 
properly  used,  might  shed  a  flood  of  light  upon  the  nature  and  treat- 
ment of  disease.  Whether  this  opposition  arise  from  deep-rooted 
prejudice,  or  fVom  a  pious  devotion  to  the  dead,  it  is  equally  to  be 
lamented,  as  it  frequently  deprives  the  medical  attendant  of  the 
only  means  he  has  of  ascertaining  the  cause  of  the  fatal  issue. 
When  a  king  or  an  emperor  dies  his  body  is  invariably  inspected 
in  order  that  his  subjects  may  be  informed  of  the  cause  of  death ; 
and  the  public  tribunals,  in  all  civilized  countries,  are  obliged  to 
examine  all  persons  dead  of  poison  or  of  violence,  otherwise  it 
would  be  impossible  to  subserve  the  ends  of  justice.  To  counter- 
act this  prejudice,  for  it  really  amounts  to  this  and  nothing  more, 
a  number  of  physicians  and  surgeons,  some  of  them  of  great  emi- 
nence, during  the  present  century,  nobly  resolved,  at  death,  to  de- 
vote their  bodies  to  the  dissecting-knife,  persuaded  that  so  disin- 
terested an  example  would  not  be  Ipst  upon  their  countrymen.  As 
members  of  a  great  fraternity,  exercising  a  wide  influence  upon  the 
public  mind,  it  is  our  duty  to  do  all  we  can  to  place  this  matter  in 
its  true  light  before  the  communities  in  which  we  reside,  urging 
upon  every  one  the  great  importance  of  the  practice. 

6th.  Quackery,  in  all  its  forms  and  phases,  never  was  so  rife  in 
our  country  as  it  is  at  the  present  moment.  It  is  a  great  and  grow- 
ing evil,  which  it  is  the  duty  of  the  medical  profession  to  discoun- 
tenance and  condemn  on  all  proper  occasions,  not  by  open  discus- 
sions or  newspaper  controversy,  but  silently,  by  reason  and  ai'gu- 
ment  with  our  friends  and  patients.  Charlatans  have  existed  from 
time  immemorial,  and  their  number  and  effrontery  have  always 
.  been  in  direct  proportion  to  the  ignorance  and  credulity  of  the 
people.  The  alacrity  of  the  public  to  swallow  patent  medicines, 
and  become  the  dupes  of  these  designing,  selfish  knaves,  is  not, 
however,  by  any  means  confined  to  the  lower  classes  of  the  com- 
munity. Men  of  the  highest  rank  and  intelligence  are  not  unfre* 
quently  their  most  lucrative  patrons.  In  England,  many  of  the 
gentry,  and  even  of  the  nobility,  were  the  patients  of  St.  John  Long, 
the  most  famous  charlatan  of  the  present  century.  That  the  com- 
mon people  should  be  deceived  into  the  use  of  nostrums  and  quack 
medicines  is  not  surprising,  when  we  see,  as  we  daily  may,  that 
they  are  endorsed  by  the  clergy,  newspaper  editors,  judges  of  courts. 
United  States  Senators,  and  other  prominent  public  functionaries. 
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Cancer-doctors,  herb-doctors,  natural  bone-setters,  and  similar  crea- 
tures, the  bane  and  curse  of  every  city,  town,  and  village  in  the 
country,  are  constantly  consulted,  even  by  men  otherwise  sensible, 
in  preference  to  the  most  scientific  and  enlightened  practitioners. 
Travelling  mountebanks,  who  hang  out  their  signs  and  advertise 
their  pretensions  in  flaming  hand-bills,  everywhere  meet  with  feeble- 
minded persons,  men  and  women,  ready  to  swallow  their  bait  and 
to  replenish  their  exhausted  pockets.  Ask  these  same  persons  to 
entrust  their  property  in  the  hands  of  roaming  lawyers,  of  whom 
they  have  no  personal  knowledge,  or  of  whom  they  have  never 
heard,  and  they  would  shrink  from  the  commission  of  such  a  folly 
as  much  as  the  wisest  people  in  the  community. 

Whoever  has  studied  the  subject  must  be  convinced  that  quack- 
ery is  inherent  in  our  very  nature;  that  it  constitutes  '^part  and 
parcel"  of  our  very  being.  Mankind  naturally  possess  a  strong  avid- 
ity for  the  marvellous,  and  a  love  of  novelty  often  incites  them  to 
the  commission  of  acts  of  which,  when  sober  sense  resumes  its  sway, 
they  are  heartily  ashamed.  We  read  with  horror  of  the  days  of 
witchcraft,  and  are  struck  dumb  when  we  find  that  an  English  judge, 
Sir  Matthew  Hale,  hardly  two  centuries  ago,  sentenced  two  women 
to  the  gallows  for  this  alleged  crime.  Is  there  no  superstition,  no 
bigotry  in  our  age  ?  Has  not  the  witchcraft  of  two  centuries  ago 
its  counterpart  in  the  spiritualism  of  our  times  ?  If  it  do  not,  like  its 
kindred  delusion,  send  people  to  the  scaffold,  it  sends  them  to  the 
mad-house  and  to  a  premature  grave.  Mesmerism,  clairvoyance, 
and  other  follies  still  have  their  advocates;  many  persons  still 
firmly  believe  that  disease  is  a  demon  that  can  only  be  expelled 
from  the  system  in  which  it  has  taken  shelter  by  the  power  of  re- 
ligion, pow- wowing,  or  some  other  mysterious  rites ;  war,  with  all 
its  horrors  and  atrocities,  is  as  much  as  it  was  in  the  darkest  ages 
of  the  world  one  of  the  approved  resources  of  so-called  civilized 
nations  in  the  settlement  of  their  disputes;  and  bigamy,  in  its  most 
revolting  form,  is  practised  under  our  own  eyes,  really  the  only 
institution  on  this  continent  protected  by  government ! 

Physicians,  like  lawyers,  divines,  and  other  people,  must  take  the 
world  as  the}'  find  it.  Human  nature  is  much  the  same  everywhere, 
and  it  is  not  an  easy  matter  to  cope  with  its  frailties  and  prejudices, 
its  follies  and  its  crimes,  its  bigotry  and  superstition.  Cherishing 
an  enlightened  trust  in  Providence,  let  us  calmly  and  patiently 
perform  our  task  upon  earth,  doing  all  we  can  to  improve  the  heal- 
ing art,  to  dignify, and  ennoble  our  profession,  and  to  benefit  the 
human  race. 
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KiW)LUTiON  of  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
adopted  at  its  annual  session,  June,  1870. 

Resolved^  That  since  many  numbers  of  the  Transactions  are 
entirely  out  of  print,  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  exchange  any  number  of  the  Transactions  of  which 
there  are  on  hand  more  than  five  copies  for  any  number  of  which 
the  Society  has  none. 

The  following  is  an  enumeration  of  Transactions  on  hand,  which 
will  be  furnished  upon  the  receipt  of  the  cost  of  publication  as 
given  for  each  year  respectively  :^- 

1854 32  oopiefl,  at  30  oentB  per  copj. 

1855 25  "  38  "  " 

1866  .        •        .        .        .  63  "  75  «  " 

1857 153  "  85  «  " 

1858 56  "  40  «  « 

1859 13  "  40  "  " 

1860 66  «  67  "  " 

1861-2 23  *•  48  "  " 

1863 62  "  80  "  « 

1864 52  «  120  "  « 

1865 116  «  160  "  " 

1866 24  "  80  "  " 

1867  .        .        .        .        .  114  "  140  "  " 

1868 12  "  .80  "  " 

1869 112  "  125  «  " 

1870 123  "  80  «  « 
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STATEMENT  OP  DR.  A.  H.  HALBERSTADT. 


"  In  view  of  the  extraordinary  and  unconstitntional  proceeding' 
of  the  authors  of  the  Special  Report*  purporting  to  represent  the 
sentiments  of  the  members  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society, 
Dr.  A.  H.  Halberstadt  would  respectfully  submit  the  following  :— 

In  the  language  of  that  report,  ^Hhe  whole  question  is  one  of 
constitutional  law,  and  that  so  clear  that  its  simplest  statement  is 
sufficient  argument." 

The  ^'simplest  statement"  of  the  circumstances  that  gave  rise  to 
the  necessity  for  Dr.  Halberstadt's  appeal,  obtained  principally 
from  the  records  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  will, 
we  think,  be  sufficient  to  show  the  sophistry  and  unworthiness  of 
the  entire  instrument. 

It  is  as  follows : — 

During  the  latter  part  of  December,  186*7,  Dr.  Beach,  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  by  order  of  the 
President,  sent  to  all  its  members,  the  usual  notices  of  a  regular 
quarterly  meeting  to  be  held  on  the  first  Wednesday  of  January, 
1868,  at  the  Council  Chamber  of  the  borough  of  Pottsville.  A 
quorum,  of  whom  Dr.  Halberstadt  was  one,  spent  nearly  an  hour, 
at  the  time  set,  in  endeavoring  to  obtain  entrance  to  the  building. 
It  was  then  suggested  by  one  of  the  members  present,  that  as 
there  had  been  no  meeting  held  for  the  last  past  six  months,  they 
should  organize  and  attend  to  the  necessary  business  of  that  es- 
pecial meeting.  Dr.  Bland  presided,  and  in  the  transaction  of 
business,  officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  elected.  The  names  of 
the  officers  were  as  usual  sent  to  the  public  papers  by  Dr.  Palmer, 
who  acted  as  Secretary. 

Soon  after  the  publication  the  following  notice  was  issued,  viz: 
by  order  of  Dr.  J.  S.  Carpenter,  President : — 

A  special  meeting  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society 
will  be  held  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  the  borough  of  Pottsville, 
on  Wednesday,  February  12th,  1868,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Punctual  attendance  is  requested. 

(Signed)  W.  T.  BEACH,  Secretary. 

>  Vide  Transactions,  1870,  p.  60. 


Digitized  by 

\ 


Google 


STATEMENT    OF    DB.   HAL^EBSTADT.  277 

At  this  meeting,  Doctors  Halberstadt,  Bland,  and  others  were 
present  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  by  what  authority  Doctors 
J.  S.  Carpenter  and  Beach  arrogated  to  themselves  the  exercise 
of  the  offices  of  President  and  Secretary. 

It  there  appeared,  that  a  private  meeting,  of  which  no  notice 
was  given,  had  been  held  on  the  night  of  the  same  first  Wednes- 
day of  January,  1868,  in  Dr.  J.  S.  Carpenter's  office,  at  which  were 
present  Doctors  J.  S.  and  J.  T.  Carpenter,  G.  W.  Brown  and  W. 
T.  Beach. 

From  the  records  we  find,  that "  the  election  of  officers  was  entered 
into,  when  on  motion  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Carpenter,  the  officers  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  (viz :  J.  S.  Carpenter,  President,  George  W.  BrowiL, 
Yice-President,  and  W,  T.  Beach,  Secretary),  were  unanimously 
re-elected." 

"  The  President  then  appointed  Drs.  J.  T.  Carpenter,  George  W." 
Brown,  and  W.  T.  Beach  Committee  on  Reports." 

To  this  illegal  procedure  strong  protests  were  made,  when  the 
call  for  this  special  meeting  was  read  as  follows : — 

"To  Dr.  J.  S.  Cabpenteb,  Prefsident  Schuylkill  County  Medical 

Society : — 

In  accordance  with  the  By-Laws  of  the  Society,  you  are  hereby 
requested  to  have  called  a  special  meeting  to  consider  certain 
irregular  and  improper  proceedings  of  members  of  the  Society, 
especially  with  reference  to  a  published  report  of  an  election  of 
officers  for  1868,  as  published  in  the  Miners^  Journal  of  January 
4th  inst. — said  proceedings,  in  the  opinion  of  your  petitioners,  have 
been  illegal  and  null,  as  well  as  false  in  point  of  facts ;  and  there- 
fore requiring  some  action  on  the  part  of  the  Society. 

(Signed)  GEORGE  W.  BROWN, 

J.  T.  CARPENTER." 

Dr.  Bland  then  explained,  that  a  stated  meeting  had  been  held  at 
the  Council  Chamber,  January  1st,  being  the  first  Wednesday  in 
January,  and  at  the  same  time  and  place  and  in  accordance  with 
custom  and  law  of  this  Society,  Dr.  Treichler  was  elected  President, 
Dr.  Mc  Williams,  Yice-President,  Dr.  Palmer,  Secretary,  Dr.  Koehler, 
Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Dr.  Bland,  (the  former  incumbent,) 
Treasurer. 

To  this  Doctors  Carpenter  and  Brown  protested,  and  attempted 
to  justify  the  legality  of  their  action  in  electing  themselves  to  the 
four  important  official  positions.  Dr.  Halberstadt  argued  the  uncon- 
stitutional character  of  their  proceedings,  when,  finding  a  determi- 
nation on  the  part  of  Drs.  Carpenter,  Brown,  and  Beach  to  con- 
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tinue  their  usurpation,  he  handed  the  acting  Secretary  of  the  meet- 
ing the  following,  and  left  the  room :  ^^  Dr.  Halberstadt  protests 
against  any  action  by  this  meeting,  as  legitimate  bnsiness  of  the 
Schnylkill  County  Medical  Society." 

From  the  record  of  that  meeting,  ^a  warm  and  complete  discus- 
sion then  took  place,  participated  in  by  Doctors  Brown,  J.  T.  Car- 
penter, Bland,  and  Halberstadt,  with  r^ard  to  the  legality  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  meeting  complained  of  in  the  call  above — on  one 
hand  that  there  was  no  quorum  present,  three  members  constituting 
a  quorum,  and  the  said  meeting  having  been  attended  by  Doctors 
Bland  and  Halberstadt,  members,  and  Dr.  Palmer,  member  elect." 
(We  find  that  in  the  minutes  of  April  3d,  186*7,  adopted  at  a  sub- 
sequent meeting,  ^  members  present^  Doctors  J.  S.  and  J.  T.  Car- 
penter, J.  C.  McWilliams,  D.  W.  Bland  and  C.  T.  Palmer.^') 

At  a  meeting  held  June  1st,  1868,  on  motion  of  Dr.  Brown, 
Dr.  J.  T.  Carpenter  has  the  honor  to  offer  the  following  record  of 
facts :  ^'  The  pivotal  point  of  the  discussion  was,  whether  a  mem- 
ber elect  can  assist  in  forming  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of 
business  and  the  election  of  officers;  the  resolutions,  which  were 
brought  in  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Carpenter,  settling  this  question  in  the 
negative." 

Dr.  Halberstadt's  refhsal  to  recognize  others  than  the  legally 
elected  officers,  the  withdrawal  of  some  members,  and  the  position 
of  those  present  regularly  elected,  who  firom  a  common  sense  of 
delicacy  could  not  participate  in  a  vote,  enabled  Doctors  Carpenter 
and  Brown  to  have  passed,  unanimously,  the  following : — 

^^  On  motion  of  Dr.  Brown,  Beaolved^  That  those  members  of 
the  Society  who  participated  in  the  bogus  meeting  of  the  Schuylkill 
County  Medical  Society  be  suspended." 

On  the  29th  of  June,  1868,  Dr.  Halberstadt  received  the  follow- 
ing notice :  ''A  stated  meeting  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical 
Society  will  be  held  at  the  Council  Chamber,  in  the  borough  of 
Pottsville,  on  Wednesday,  July  1st,  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

'^  Punctual  attendance  is  requested. 

(Signed)  W.  T.  BEACH,  Secretary.'' 

To  this  notice  was  attached,  in  the  hand-writing  of  Dr.  Beach : 
"You  are  requested  to  appear,  as  charges  will  he  made  at  that 
time." 

Official  record  of  that  meeting  shows : — "  members  present,  Drs. 
J.  S.  and  J.  T.  Carpenter,  Brown,  Beach,  Palmer  and  Swaving," 
and  the  only  notice  of  this  matter  of  business  to  be  as  follows,-^ 
in  the  hand-writing  of  Dr.  J.  T.  Carpenter:  "On  motion  of  Dr. 
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G.  W.  Brown,  seconded  by  Dr.  J.  T.  Carpenter,  Dr.  A.  H.  Halber- 
stadt  was  expelled.  The  Secretary  was  directed  to  notify  the 
expulsion  to  the  Permanent  Secretary  of  the  State  Medical  Society, 
as  well  as  to  Dr.  Halberstadt." 

Dr.  Halberstadt  declares,  that  he  never  received  notice  of  any 
charge  having  been  preferred  against  him,  and  was  in  entire  igno- 
rance of  the  resolation  of  expulsion,  until  he  was  informed  that  his 
name  had  been  dropped  from  the  list  of  permanent  members  by  the 
State  Society,  during  its  session  at  Erie,  in  1869.* 

There  appears  in  the  minutes  no  allusion  to  the  fact,  that  any 
notice  had  been  sent,  nor  is  there  any  report  by  the  acting  Secretary 
of  his  having  done  so. 

From  the  declarations  made  by  Dr.  Beach  to  Dr.  Halberstadt, 
since  the  publication  of  the  affidavit  in  that  Special  Report,  signed 
by  himself,  we  offer  the  subjoined  certificates : — 

This  is  to  certify,  that,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Jones  and  myself. 
Dr.  Beach  repeatedly  made  the  following  declarations  to  Dr.  Hal- 
berstadt : — 

First.  That  no  written  charges  were  made^  or  at  any  time 
preferred. 

Second,  That  his  notification  to  appear  was  in  the  following  lan- 
guage: "You  are  requested  to  be  present,  as  charges  will  be 
preferred."  (This  was  sent  two  or  three  days  before  the  meeting, 
and  the  special  notice  was  in  the  hand-writing  of  Dr.  Beach,  appeaiv 
ing  directly  under  the  regular  printed  notice  always  sent  to  mem- 
bers, informing  them  of  the  time  of  meeting.) 

Third.  That  the  wording  of  that  affidavit,  "That  charges  had 
been  preferred  and  that  he  was  required  to  show  cause  why  he 
should  not  be  expelled,''  never  was  written  or  sent  by  himself,  as 
Secretary,  or  otherwise. 

Fourth.  That  he  would  willingly  certify  to  all  the  above. 

(Signed)         WILLIAM  H.  ROBINSON,  M.D. 

"  I  hereby  certify,  that  the  above  declarations  were  made  in  my 

presence,  and  that  the  said  declarations  are  substantially  set  forth 

above,  as  they  were  made  by  Dr.  Beach  without  hesitation. 

Mn7BB8ViLLB,  Junc  9th,  1871. 

(Signed)  D.  A.  JONES." 

One  week  after  the  meeting  at  Erie,  Dr.  Halberstadt  secured  the 
Record,  and  made  the  following  appeal  to  Dr.  Hiram  Corson, 
Chairman  of  the  Board  of  Censors  of  the  1st  District : — 

"  That  the  County  Medical  Societj^  is  now  irregularly  and  ille- 

1  Vide  TransaotioDS,  1869,  p.  268. 
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gaily  organized,  and  that  all  its  proceedings  for  the  past  eighteen 
months  are  vitiated  by  that  organization. 

^'  That  the  representations  made  to  the  State  Society,  and  apon 
which  its  action  was  based,  are  not  a  true  statement  of  facts. 

'^  That  he  never  received  any  official  notification  of  expulsion  from 
the  County  Society." 

The  Board  of  Censors  met,  and  it  was  found  necessary  for  Dr. 
Halberstadt  to  enter  the  following  protest,  in  order  to  be  relieved  of 
the  judgment  of  one  of  his  accusers:^- 

^^  Dr.  Halberstadt  protests  against  the  sitting  of  Dr.  James  S.  Car- 
penter as  a  member  of  this  Board,  for  the  reason  that  he  is  an  inte- 
rested party,  having  been  one  of  the  four  against  whose  action  the 
appeal  was  made,  he  having  prejudged  the  case,  as  acting  President 
of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society,  and  being  also  morally 
interested  as  a  witness." 

The  Board  heard  the  appeal,  and  demanded  a  copy  of  the  charges, 
and  proof  of  their  service  upon  Dr.  Halberstadt.  As  there  never 
had  been  a  charge,  written  or  verbal,  worthy  of  notice,  in  the  min- 
utes, such  an  instrument  could  not  be  produced ;  and  as  the  whole 
record  betrayed  the  "extraordinary  and  unconstitutional  proceed- 
ings" of  Doctors  J.  S.  and  J.  T.  Carpenter,  Brown,  and  Beach,  its 
decision  was  as  follows : — ^ 

"  That  the  action  of  the  Society  be  reversed,  and  that  Dr.  Hal- 
berstadt be  restored  to  membership. 

(Signed)         HIRAM  CORSON, 

HENRY  CARPENTER, 
H.  ST.  CLAIR  ASH, 

Censors,'*^ 

As  to  the  question  of  the  period  of  limitation,  it  is  obvious,  that 
without  a  charge  no  service  of  one  was  possible,  and  that  until 
official  notice  of  action  taken  by  the  Society  was  communicated  to 
the  member  whose  right  it  was  to  make  an  appeal,  this  period  could 
not  have  begun.  In  this  case  no  official  notice  has  been  received  to 
this  day. 

The  order  of  the  Board  of  Censors,  restoring  Dr.  Halberstadt, 
"  was  not  respected  by  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society." 

The  spirit  governing  the  Society,  in  regard  to  it,  is  properly 
shown  by  the  following  certificate  : — 

^^At  the  regular  stated  meeting  of  the  Society,  held  October  6th, 
1869,  the  subject  of  Dr.  Halberstadt's  appeal  to  the  Board  of  Cen- 
sors being  taken  up,  the  representative'  of  the  Society  before  said 

>  Vide  TransaotioDB,  1870,  page  20.  >  Dr.  Brown. 
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Board  presented  a  rambling  report,  closing  with  the  statement, 
that  the  Board  gave  him  no  information  whatever  as  to  what  their 
decision  was."  This  was  confirmed  by  the  President  (Dr.  J.  S.  Car- 
penter). 

A  letter  was  then  produced  by  a  member  (Dr.  Halberstadt),  from 
which  the  information  was  derived,  that  the  action  of  the  Society 
was  not  endorsed  by  the  Censors,  and  that  Dr.  Halberstadt  was 
restored  to  the  privileges  of  membership  of  the  Society. 

The  President  (Dr.  J.  S.  Carpenter)  then  presented  the  question, 
"Will  the  Society  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  Board  of  Censors?" 

Several  members  of  the  Society  thereupon  requested  an  explana- 
tion of  the  case  so  as  to  enable  them  to  vote  understandingly,  declar- 
ing themselves  ignorant  of  the  facts  connected  with  it ;  they  not  hav- 
ing been  present,  and  a  majority  of  those  attending  this  meeting  not 
having  been  members  at  the  time  of  Dr.  Halberstadt's  expulsion. 

A  member,  who  had  taken  a  leading  part  in  the  affair,  volunteered 
to  inform  them  of  the  circumstances,  his  statement,  however,  imme- 
diately degenerating  into  an  abusive  personal  attack  on  the  gen- 
tleman in  question. 

At  the  close  of  his  remarks.  Dr.  Halberstadt,  who  had  hitherto 
remained  a  passive  attendant  on  the  proceedings,  requested  per- 
mission to  address  the  Society,  which  was  instantly  denied  him  by 
the  President. 

A  number  of  those  present  expressing  a  desire  to  hear  his  account 
of  the  afiair,  it  was  moved  and  carried  that  he  have  permission  to 
speak. 

The  President  decided,  that  his  remarks  must  be  strictly  confined 
to  the  question,  "  Will  the  Society  abide  by  the  decision  of  the  Cen- 
sors ?"  and  prohibiting  him  from  making  any  remarks  in  relation  to 
the  cause  of  his  expulsion,  thus  nullifying  the  intent  of  the  motion. 

On  his  attempting  to  proceed  notwithstanding,  he  was  required 
to  desist. 

In  the  course  of  the  discussion  that  ensued,  it  was  asked  whether 
the  Society  would  not  be  in  a  state  of  rebellion  against  the  State 
Society,  in  case  of  a  refusal  to  submit  to  the  decision  of  the  Cen- 
sors? but  the  President  decided  not,  adding  that  '^a  decision  of  the 
Board  of  Censors  at  any  time  was  of  no  efibct  whatever,  uuless  it 
coincided  with  the  action  of  the  County  Society  interested  in  the 
ease  pending." 

It  was  also  declared  by  members  (Doctors  Brown  and  Carpenter), 
of  the  Society, "  that  the  Board  of  Censors  had  prejudged  the  whole 
affair,  that  they  had  been  influenced  by  outsiders,  and  that  their 
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dealings  with  the  Society  were  a  series  of /prevarications  and  mis- 
representations." 

On  the  question  being  put,  a  majority  voted  "  nay,"  whereupon 
Dr.  Halberstadt  withdrew.  Immediately  after  the  announcement 
of  the  vote,  a  previously  prepared  statement  was  produced  and  by 
a  majority  vote  adopted  for  presentiition  to  the  State  Society,  which 
closed  the  proceedings  in  the  case. 

(Signed)  P.  EBECKER,  M.D. 

J.  C.  Mc WILLIAMS,  M.D. 

D.  W.BLAND,  M.D. 

CHAS.  T.  PALMER,  M.D. 

J.  W.  D0NGE8,  M.D. 

The  case  now  goes  before  the  State  Society,  introduced  by  the 
report  of  the  Board  of  Censors. 

"Dr.  Brown,  of  Schuylkill,  presented  a  protest  of  the  Schuylkill 
County  Medical  Society  against  the  action  of  the  Censors,  and 
moved  that  the  report  be  referred  back  to  the  Censors  and  be 
declared  null  and  void." 

'•  Dr.  Pollock,  of  Allegheny,  moved  as  an  amendment,  that  the 
action  of  the  Censors  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Halberstadt  be  confirmed." 

After  some  discussion  "  Dr.  Pollock's  amendment  was  then  ap- 
proved and  the  motion  as  amended  was  adopted." 

"  On  motion  of  Dr.  G.  W.  Brown,  the  protest  from  the  Schuylkill 
.  County  Medical  Society  against  the  action  of  the  Censors  in  Dr. 
Haiberstadt's  case,  was  ordered  to  be  entered  upon  the  minutes." 

Dr.  Bland  then  moved  that  the  counter-protest  he  presented 
immediately  after  Dr.  Brown  read  his  protest,  should  also  be 
entered  upon  the  minutes,  and  it  was  carried.  He  immediately 
handed  it  to  the  Secretary,  Dr.  Atkinson.     It  reads  as  follows : — 

"PoTTsviLLE,  June  6th,  1870. 

"  Whereas,  A  protest  against  the  action  of  the  Board  of  Censors 
in  the  case  of  Dr.  Haiberstadt's  appeal,  purporting  to  represent 
the  sentiments  of  the  members  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical 
Society,  is  presented  for  your  consideration : 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  members  of  said  Society,  would  respectfully 
submit,  that  said  protest  was  obtained  by  means  of  false  representa- 
tions, reflecting  upon  the  individual  integrity  of  the  members  of 
the  Board,  and  calculated  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  large  body 
of  new  members  present,  who  were  compelled,  by  the  arbitrary 
rulings  of  the  president,  to  vote  in  entire  ignorance  of  the  true 
nature  of  the  case. 
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"  Therefore,  we  declare,  that  said  protest  is  no  indication  of  the 
true  sentiments  of  the  Society. 

(Signed)  J.  F.  TREICHLER,  M.  D. 

F.  KRECKER,  M.  D. 
J.  C.  McWILLIAMS,  M.  D. 
D.  W.  BLAiro,  M.  D. 
CHAS.  T.  PALMER,  M.  D." 

To  the  surprise  of  the  above  gentlemen,  and  in  gross  injustice, 
not  only  to  the  Censors  but  to  Dr.  Halberstadt,  and  those  of  the 
Society  familiar  with  the  facts  of  the  whole  transaction,  and  who 
could  not  consent  to  appear  as  a  party  to  such  procedures  as  are 
detailed  in  this  its  true  history,  the  State  Society  Transactions 
were  issued  with  the  substitution  of  a  protest  entirely  foreign  to 
the  subject  under  consideration.* 

Dr.  Bland  then  wrote  to  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Pub- 
lication, Dr.  Mayburry,  demanding  the  manuscript,  and  it  was 
returned  bearing  Dr.  Mayburry's  endorsement,  "  Protest  of  several 
members  of  the  Schuylkill  County  Medical  Society." 

What  influences  induced  the  suppression  and  substitution  may 
be  inferred  by  a  review  of  the  above  history  of  the  Schuylkill 
County  Medical  Society,  and  the  capabilities  of  its  then  principal 
managers. 

Had  that  protest  been  introduced  in  the  last  Transactions,  as  was 
ordered  by  the  Society,  this  defence  woulinot  have  been  considered 
necessary ;  but,  as  many  of  the  material  statements  of  that  special 
report  are  false,  and  oflered,  we  believe,  as  a  mere  subterfuge  to 
escape  the  odium  of  the  exposition  of  a  "  Ring"  by  the  Report  of 
the  Board  of  Censors,  it  has  been  deemed  essential  that  its  im- 
pressions of  falsity  should  be  counteracted  by  this  simple  statement 
of  the  facts. 

»  Vide  TransactioDs,  1870,  p.  21. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


REPORT 


SIX  HUNDRED  CASES  OP  DISEASES  OF  THE  EAR. 


Bt  LAWRENCE  TURNBULL,  M.  D., 

PHTSICIAH  TO  THB  DBPABTMBKT  OP  DI8BA8BS  OF  THB  BTB  AXD  BAB  DT  THB  HOWJLRO 
HOSPITAL,  PHILADBLPHIA. 

(Read  before  the  Medical  Society  of  the  State  of  PennsjlTania,  at  its 
meeting  at  Williamsport,  June  14th,  1871.) 


Diseases  of  the  human  ear,  causing  deafness,  are  more  frequent 
in  males  than  females ;  this  is  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact,  that 
the  male  is  more  exposed  to  the  vicissitudes  of  the  atmosphere.  In 
the  record  kept  by  the  author  of  six  hundred  cases,  there  were 
three  hundred  and  seventy-four  males,  and  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
six  females.  This  differs  somewhat  from  the  statistics  furnished  by 
European  observers,  but  the  slight  disproportion  in  this  country 
between  the  sexes  arises,  no  doubt,  from  the  present  style  of  head- 
gear worn  by  the  ladies  in  the  streets  during  cold  weather,  exposing 
the  ear  to  every  variety  of  temperature.  Cold,  producing  catarrh 
in  its  various  forms,  and  dentition  and  its  consequences,  are  the 
predisposing  causes  of  deafness  in  childhood,  and  their  effects  are 
seen  throughout  all  the  stages  of  life. 

Diseases  of  the  ear  are  often  the  result  of  constitutional  disor- 
ders, as,  for  instance,  gout,  rheumatism,  scrofula,  tubercles,  syphilis, 
and  cancer.  Age  is  also  a  frequent  cause  of  deafness ;  and  so  good 
an  authority  as  Yon  TroUsch  asserts  that  not  more  than  one  out 
of  three  persons,  from  twenty  to  forty  years  of  age,  possesses  good 
and  normal  hearing.  In  our  own  investigations,  we  have  found 
that  the  larger  number  of  persons  lose  the  hearing  of  one  ear,  and 
sometimes  of  both ;  this  occurs  at  all  ages.  About  one-fifth  of 
the  cases  of  disease  of  the  ear  are  hereditary,  or  communicated 
from  progenitors,  families  having  two,  three,  four,  or  even  six 
members  deaf  and  dumb ;  this  is  owing  to  too  close  consanguinity  of 
parents.    Then  follow  next  in  order  as  a  cause,  the  exanthematous 
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disorders,  scarlet  fever,  measles,  and  smallpox.  The  other  causes 
are  mumps,  quinsy,  with  acute  and  chronic  inflammation  of  the 
throat,  nasal  passages,  and  middle  ear.  There  is  another  form  of 
deafness  caused  by  intermittent,  typhoid,  and  typhus  fevers,  in 
which  the  labyrinth,  auditory  nerve,  and  the  brain  are  the  pa^ts 
generally  affected,  which,  for  want  of  a  better  name,  we  call  nervous 
deafness. 

We  shall  now  take  a  hasty  glance  at  the  table,  and  give  a  HsumS 
of  the  treatment  which  was  considered  the  simplest  and  the  most 
effectual  in  their  management. 

A  TABLE" 

Of  Six  Hundred  Cases  of  Diseasei  of  the  Ear,  from  Dr,  TumbuUf  occurring 

during  1868, 1869,  and  1870,  Howard  Hospital  and  Private  Practice. 


& 

i 

1 

1 

1 

« 

•3 

i 

a 

1 

1 

J_ 

iDjnred  aariole 

1 

3 

"T 

4 

... 

... 

Foreign  body  in  external  canal  . 

2 

3 

5 

5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Eczema  anrionltB,  acute  and  chronio  . 

6 

14 

20 

12 

6 

2 

... 

... 

Inspissated  cerumen  .... 

65 

48 

113 

73 

35 

5 

... 

... 

Fnrunculous  abscess  meat.  ext. 

18 

12 

30 

30 

... 

... 

... 

Otitis  externa 

12 

18 

30 

16 

12 

2 

... 

... 

Otitis  interna,  pur.  perf.  (chronic)     . 

2 

3 

5 

... 

2 

1 

2 

... 

Catarrh,  aur.  media,  acute,  perf. 

68 

31 

99 

37 

25 

36 

1 

... 

"          "        "       chronic      . 

63 

48 

111 

12 

51 

39 

... 

9 

otitis  media,  inflam.  mastoid  process 

18 

17 

35 

10 

13 

8 

4 

'*          **      chronic,  with  caries 

6 

4 

10 

... 

2 

6 

2 

... 

«          "      syphilitica     . 

9 

9 

18 

2 

14 

1 

1 

... 

"          "       with  polypi    . 

9 

9 

18 

14 

3 

1 

... 

... 

Periostitis,  with  abscess  (cerebral)    . 

2 

4 

6 

... 

1 

2 

3 

... 

Neuralgia,  plex.  tymp. 

2 

3 

5 

2 

2 

1 

... 

... 

Effusion  of  blood,  memb.  tympani     . 

2 

1 

3 

3 

... 

•*. 

... 

... 

"        "      "      middle  ear      . 

1 

1 

2 

1 

... 

1 

... 

... 

«        "  serum      «        "       .        . 

3 

1 

4 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

C^hosis  nervosa,  caused  by  concus- 

sion, typhoid,  scarlet,  and  bilious 

fevers,  etc 

5 

16 

21 

**• 

2 

19 

... 

... 

Perforation  membrana  tympani  by  blow 

3 

1 

4 

3 

1 

... 

... 

... 

lnflammat*n  membrana  tympani,  acute 

2 

1 

3 

1 

2 

... 

... 

... 

«    .            «               "     chronic 

18 

.19 

37 

11 

13 

13 

... 

... 

"         of  EusUchian  tube 

7 

3 

10 

3 

7 

... 

... 

... 

Deaf  mutes 

4 

3 

7 

... 

1 

6 

... 

... 

328 

272 

600 

241  194 

143 

13 

9 

l70ured  auricle  or  external  ear  was  treated  on  general  surgical 
principles,  avoiding  the  cartilages  in  passing  ligatures,  and  support- 

1  From  Clinical  Manual  of  Diseases  of  the  Ear,  by  L.  Turnbull,  M.  D. ;  8yo., 
with  over  one  hundred  illustrations.    J.  B.  Lippinoott  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  1871. 
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ing  the  stitches  by  means  of  a  pad  of  cork,  or  some  other  agent. 
These  cases,  however,  are  not  numerous. 

Foreign  bodies  in  the  external  cadal;  these  were  almost  always 
washed  out  near  to  the  orifice  of  the  meatus  by  the  syringe,  and 
then  removed  by  a  soft  silver  curette  or  angular  forceps. 

Eczema  auricul«j  acute  and  chronic  This  troublesome  affection 
was  treated  in  its  acute  form,  by  soothing  applications  of  bland 
fluids,  the  ear  being  covered  with  oil  silk;  and  internal  tonics  were 
administered,  with  alteratives  of  iron,  arsenic,  or  mercury.  In  the 
chronic  form,  the  ointments  of  the  protonitrate  of  mercury,  or  the 
benzoated  oxide  of  zinc,  were  used.  Internal  treatment.  Fowler's 
solution,  or  the  solution  of  the  bichloride  of  mercury. 

Inspissated  cerumen. — Soft  cerumen  should  be  broken  up  and 
removed  by  the  curette,  but  if  hard  it  must  be  softened  by  a  warm 
solution  of  bicarbonate  of  soda  in  rose  water  (1  gr.  x  flj),  and 
then  removed  by  the  syringe  or  curette.  This  will  not  always 
relieve  the  hearing,  as  attention  must  be  given  to  the  condition  of 
the  lining  membrane  of  the  auditor}'  canal,  membrana  tympani,  and 
middle  ear;  and  applications  are  often  necessary  of  astringents  and 
alteratives,  with  the  use  of  the  air  douche  of  Politzer,  or  the 
Eustachian  catheter. 

By  a  reference  to  the  table  it  will  be  seen  that  the  whole  number 
treated  was  113,  and  of  these  73  were  cured,  that  is  their  hearing 
was  entirely  restored;  35  were  improved,  and  in  5  no  improvement 
followed  the  removal  of  the  apparent  cause. 

Accumulation  of  cerumen  accompanies  a  large  number  of  perma- 
nent defects  in  hearing,  followed  by  and  being  the  cause  of  deafness, 
producing  pressure  on  the  membrana  tympani,  the  delicate  bones 
of  the  ear,  affecting  the  labyrinth,  semicircular  canal,  and  cochlea, 
which  latter,  as  you  know,  contains  the  nerve  of  hearing. 

Furunculous  abscess  in  the  external  meatus. — These  abscesses  are 
most  exquisitely  painful,  slow  in  development,  and  form  a  core 
which  is  discharged  with  difficulty.  There  is  also  a  plugging  up 
of  the  canal  by  a  swelling  of  its  tissues.  The  most  successful  treat- 
ment has  been  the  application  of  moist  warmth  to  the  parts  and  a 
free  incision  into  the  abscess  as  soon  as  its  presenting  point  could 
be  determined. 

Otitis  externa. — This  was  supposed  to  be  the  most  frequent 
form  of  affection  of  the  ear,  but  we  now  know  that  it  is  rather  rare, 
and  it  will  be  seen  there  were  only  30  in  600  cases.  It  extends 
from  the  orifice  of  the  auditory  canal  to  the  external  surface  of  the 
membrana  tympani,  and  is  apt  to  follow  violence  to  the  ear,  foreign 
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bodies,  abscesses,  Ac.  The  most  successful  treatment  was  proper 
counter-irritation,  by  means  of  small  blisters,  croton  oil,  or  tincture 
of  iodine,  keeping  the  parts  cleansed  daily  by  the  use  of  a  mild 
astringent  wash. 

Purulent  otitis  interna^  xvith  perforation. — In  the  acute  form  this 
occurs  in  children,  and  presents  all  the  symptoms  of  meningitis, 
but  is  distinguished  from  the  latter  disease  by  the  labyrinth  alone 
being  affected  and  not  the  meninges.  It  is  apt  to  terminate  fatally, 
and  is  almost  always  followed  by  complete  deafness.  The  treat, 
ment  should  be  counter-irritation  by  tincture  of  iodine,  the  internal 
use  of  the  bromides  of  sodium  or  potassium,  with  the  tincture  of 
the  sesquichloride  of  iron.  It  will  be  noticed  that,  of  five  cases,  two 
died,  two  chronic  cases  were  improved,  and  one,  being  unimproved, 
was  sent  to  a  deaf  and  dumb  institution. 

Acute  aural  catarrh  of  the  middle  ear^  with  perforation. — The 
treatment  of  this  affection  consists  in  keeping  the  parts  cleansed 
by  Clark's  or  Thudicum's  douche,  with  astringents,  tonics,  and 
counter-irritation,  with  occasional  depletion  by  leeches  or  small 
cups. 

This  is  an  afifection  usually  amenable  to  treatment,  and«  to  it  the 
term  otorrhcea  is  given.  Of  ninety-nine  cases,  thirty-seven  were 
cured,  that  is,  the  discharge  was  checked,  but  the  hearing  was  not 
restored  in  all  of  them  to  the  normal  standard.  We,  however, 
save  the  patient's  life  by  checking  the  discharge  and  relieving  the 
inflammation. 

We  now  come  to  the  most  tedious  affection  of  the  human  ear, 
the  most  frequent  cause  of  deafness,  and  the  most  difficult  to  cure 
if  neglected  in  its  early  stage,  viz : — 

Chronic  catarrh  of  the  middle  ear^  with  or  without  perforation 
of  the  membrana  tympani.  If  the  membrane  be  perforated,  we  can 
cure  the  noises  and  discharge  more  effectually  than  if  it  be  thick- 
ened and  the  cavity  filled  with  mucus.  Treatment  of  the  open  mem- 
brana tympani  :  Apply  agents  in  solution  or  vapor  of  iodine  to  give 
tone  to  the  parts,  removing  any  excessive  discharge  by  a  post-nasal 
syringe  every  day,  and  employing  tonics  and  alteratives,  with  good 
diet  to  build  up  the  system. 

If  the  cavity  of  the  middle  ear  is  closed  by  thickened  membrana 
tjrmpani  accompanied  by  various  kinds  of  moist  or  dry  sounds  with 
deafness,  artificial  perforation  of  the  membrane  will  be  found  in 
some  cases  successful,,  driving  out  from  the  middle  ear  by  the 
Eustachian  catheter  or  air-douche  the  accumulation  of  mucus,  pus, 
etc. ;  and  subsequently  we  should  employ  slightly  stimulating  and 
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astringent  washes  of  zinc,  alum,  and  now  and  then  a  solution  of 
caustic  potash  or  bicarbonate  of  soda,  etc  (a  few  grains  to  f^i  of 
water  in  the  form  of  spray). 

By  this  and  various  other  means  which  we  cannot  enter  into  in 
so  brief  a  paper,  we  may  be  able  to  improve  our  cases ;  but  if  not 
taken  in  their  early  stage,  the  number  of  cures  will  be  compara- 
tively small,  say  only  twelve  out  of  one  hundred  and  eleven.  In 
the  table  as  shown,  fifty-one,  or  nearly  one-half,  were  improved. 

Otitis  media^  with  inflammation  of  the  mastoid  cells,  is  generally 
the  result  of  pus  being  retained  in  the  middle  ear  (from  inflamma- 
tion), which, seeking  an  outlet  by  the  internal  track  which  it  inflames, 
softens  and  ultimately  ulcerates  these  soft  cells;  and  unless  the 
inflammation  is  relieved,  or  a  new  outlet  made  by  means  of  an  in- 
cision over  the  mastoid  process,  the  results  are  always  very  serious. 
This  in  some  cases  is  all  the  treatment  that  is  necessary ;  but  in 
more  severe  cases,  the  bone  was  broken  down  and  the  outlet  made 
larger  by  means  of  a  gouge  or  chisel.  In  some  instances  this  has 
been  neglected,  and,  as  a  consequence,  extensive  caries  ensued 
which  no  treatment  of  ours  could  cure ;  still,  in  some  few  insstance, 
by  remoyal  of  part  or  a  whole  of  the  'dead  bone,  the  patient's  life 
was  saved.  Another  complication,  which  in  some  instances  is 
hereditary,  is  syphilitic  otitis;  this  requires  a  protracted  and  specific 
treatment,  which,  as  may  be  seen  in  our  table,  is  far  from  being 
satisfactory,  only  two  being  cured  of  ten  cases.  In  the  complica- 
tion otitis  media  vrith  polypi^  the  results  are  more  satisfactory,  four- 
teen cases  being  cured  out  of  eighteen.  The  treatment  was  removal 
by  Wilde's  snare,  or  caustic  potash,  which  was  continued  until  the 
mucous  membrane  was  in  a  healthy  state. 

Periostitis^  with  cerebral  abscess,  is  almost  invariably  fatal,  yet 
in  one  case  we  had  all  the  symptoms  in  the  case,  and  notwithstand- 
ing it  recovered. 

Neuralgia  of  the  plexus  tympani  is  a  very  protracted  disease.  It 
was  treated  by  sedatives  of  opium,  belladonna,  and  tonics  of  nux 
vomica  with  quinine,  to  give  tone  and  vigor  to  the  nervous  system- 

Effusion  of  blood  upon  the  membrana  tympani  is  generally  the 
result  of  an  exudating  process,  with  the  development  of  a  glove- 
like cast  of  thickened  epithelium,  and  in  other  cases  is  the  result  of 
a  blow  or  fall  on  the  side  of  the  head.  In  three  cases  there  was 
no  perforation ;  in  the  fourth  there  was  perforation  with  discharge 
of  serum  for  some  weeks,  with  attachmeni  of  the  membrana  tym- 
pani to  the  promontory,  and  entire  loss  of  hearing  on  one  side.  In 
the  three  cases  the  blood  was  removed,  and  the  membrane  restored 
to  a  state  of  health. 
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Effusion  of  serum  into  the  tympanic  cavity  or  middle  ear, — Instead 
of  the  usaal  mucous  secretions,  there  are  changes  in  the  layers  of 
the  coats  of  the  membrana  tympani,  causing  opacity;  or  in  some 
instances  the  membrane  is  so  clear  that  one-half  of  it  appears  of  a 
lighter  shade  than  the  lower  part,  which  is  of  a  dark  gray.  The 
boundary  between  the  two  is  marked  with  a  dark  blue  line ;  this 
line,  according  to  Politzer,  has  the  appearance  of  a  black  hair  lying 
upon  the  membrane.  The  treatment  was  the  air-douche,  used  every 
second  day,  with  restoration  of  the  mucous  membrane  of  the  nares 
and  pharynx  to  a  healthy  condition. 

Nervous  deafness  results  from  disease  or  injury  of  the  internal 
ear,  affecting  the  auditory  nerve.  The  results  of  treatment  are  in 
the  main  the  same  as  in  similar  affections  of  the  optic  nerve; 
treatment,  galvanic  current  and  the  hypodermic  use  of  strychnia 
or  its  salts.    In  sixteen  cases,  only  two  were  improved. 

Perforation  of  the  membrana  tympani^  by  blows  or  foreign  bodies, 
usually  heals  readily,  if  treated  with  care  and  without  irritating 
applications.  If  of  long  standing,  with  edges  covered  with  granu- 
lations, it  is  difficult  to  cure.  Use  a  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver 
XX.  to  xl.  grains  to  the  ounce  of  water,  the  parts  being  cleansed 
with  tepid  water,  and  air  introduced  by  the  Eustachian  catheter  to 
rid  the  middle  ear  of  any  accumulation. 

Acute  injlammation.of  the  membrana  tympani. — This  affection  is 
accompanied  with  violent  pains  in  the  ear,  occurring  suddenly  with 
more  or  less  fever  and  suppuration.  Meatus  dry,  membrana  tym- 
pani much  inflamed,  sensitive,  opaque,  dull,  flat,  and  thickened. 
Prognosis  favorable,  if  treated  promptly.  Perforation  one  of  the 
results,  but  this  heals  with  care  and  perseverance.  Our  treatment 
is  perfect  rest,  ftree  leeching,  cupping,  or  bleeding  fVom  the  arm, 
with  injections  of  warm  water,  glycerine,  or  opium ;  and  towards 
the  termination,  mild  astringents,  and  counter-irritation  with  the 
use  of  the  air-douche. 

In  chronic  inflammation  of  the  membrana  tympani  there  is  no 
fever,  and  so  little  pain  that  the  patient  is  not  aware  of  his  disease 
except  by  loss  of  hearing.  There  is  no  secretion  of  cerumen ;  the 
membrana  tympani  is  more  or  less  red,  or  very  opaque,  dense,  with 
polypi  or  granulations  upon  it.  Prognosis  not  favorable.  Local 
and  general  treatment.  The  mucous  membrane  of  the  nares,  pha- 
rynx, and  Eustachian  tube  is  in  almost  every  case  more  or  less 
softened,  and  secretes  abundantly.  A  portion  of  tannic  acid  or  pul- 
verized alum  is  blown  in  through  a  rubber  tube  of  the  size  of  a 
large  catheter,  which  is  introduced  into  the  pharyngeal  space,  in 
the  neighborhood  of  the  Eustachian  tube,  through  the  lower  nasal 
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opening.  Instillation  of  solution  of  sulphate  of  zinc,  or  powders 
of  protocliloride  of  mercury  are  blown  upon  the  membrane,  while 
the  patient  is  given  iodide  of  potassium  or  bichloride  of  mercury ; 
the  Eustachian  catheter  or  Politzer's  air-douche  being  employed 
every  second  or  third  day.  Inflammation  of  the  Eustachian  tube 
was  treated  by  the  means  already  spoken  of  under  the  head  of 
acute  aural  catarrh ;  and  the  chronic  form  under  that  of  chronic 
catarrh  of  the  middle  ear,  with  or  without  perforation.  There  are 
numerous  kinds  of  apparatus,  by  means  of  which  this  portion  of 
the  ear  is  reached,  and  applications  made  which  will  be  found  in 
the  author's  work  upon  this  subject. 

The  treatment  of  deaf  muteism  is  a  subject  of  much  interest  to 
the  physician  and  philanthropist,  and  numerous  means  are  now 
employed  to  improve  their  intercourse  with  their  fellows;  but  we 
cannot  enter  upon  this  subject  at  this  time,  but  hope  to  do  so  at 
some  future  meeting  of  the  Society. 
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THYROID  DISLOCATION  OF  THE  HIP-JOINT  IN  THE  SECOND 
STAGE  OF  COXALGIA;  REDUCTION  BY  MANIPULATION. 

BY  BENJAMIN  LEE,  M.D., 

OF  PHILADBLPHIA. 


Perhaps  no  fact  in  medical  history  illustrates  more  clearly  the  \ 
rapidity  with  which  opinions  change,  and  the  force  of  fashion  in 
medical  habits  of  thought,  than  the  question  of  dislocations  of 
the  hip-joint  as  the  result  of  coxalgia.  Formerly,  and  that  not 
by  any  means  in  the  remote  past,  every  case  of  decided  "  short- 
ening," accompanying  an  inflammation  of  this  articulation,  was 
considered  to  be  due  to,  and  an  unfailing  sign  of,  dislocation  (un- 
less there  was  evidence  of  a  great  amount  of  destruction  of  osseous 
tissue).  Now,  it  having  been  satisfactorily  demonstrated  that 
such  dislocation  does  not  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  exist, 
the  shortening  being  not  real,  but  simply  apparent,  owing  to 
obliquity  of  the  pelvis,  physicians  have  come  to  disregard  disloca- 
tion under  these  conditions  as  almost  a  myth.  As  an  instance  of 
the  first  proposition,  Allan,  in  his  Surgery,  published  in  Edin- 
burgh in  1821,  says  (p.  162) :  '^  In  the  secondary  stage  of  the  disease 
(coxalgia),  when  it  has  terminated  in  suppuration,  there  takes  place 
a  remarkable  retraction,  or  shortening  of  the  limb.  The  head  of  the 
bone  is  now  plainly  out  of  the  socket."  And  this  was  undoubtedly 
the  belief  of  the  leading  men  in  the  profession  at  that  day.  To  come 
down  to  later  times,  Erichsen,  in  his  edition  of  185T,  republished 
in  this  country  in  1859,  says,  unhesitatingly :  "  In  the  advanced 
forms  of  hip-disease,  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  femur  commonly 
occurs."  In  proof  of  the  latter,  I  adduce  the  following  from  Prof 
Gross's  admirable  and  comprehensive  treatise  on  surgery,  edition  of 
1866.  On  page  1026  of  volume  1,  speaking  of  the  third  stage  of 
morbus  coxarius,  he  writes :  "  The  degree  of  shortening  is  variable, 
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and  Dot  by  any  means  in  proportion  to  the  destruction  of  the  head 
and  neck  of  the  thigh-bone,  the  acetabulam  and  the  connecting 
ligaments  which  form  so  prominent  a  feature  of  the  disease  at  this 
period.  While  in  some  instances  it  does  not  exceed  an  inch,  or  at 
most  an  inch  and  a  quarter,  in  others  it  amounts  to  twice  and  even 
thrice  that  extent.  One-third  and  even  one-half  of  this,  as  I  have 
satisfied  myself  by  careful  examination,  is  generally  attributable 
to  the  elevation  of  the  pelvis  on  the  affected  side."  And  farther, 
on  page  1027 :  '^  It  has  been  generally  alleged  that  there  is  in  this 
stage  of  the  disease  more  or  less  displacement  of  this  bone,  but 
the  facts  collected  by  Dr.  March,  in  the  extensive  museums  of  the 
United  States  and  Europe,  as  well  as  in  private  practice,  conclu- 
sively prove  that  dislocation  of  the  femur,  as  a  consequence  of  this 
affection,  in  any  direction,  is  exceedingly  rare.  A  true  luxation, 
such  as  occurs  in  the  normal  state  of  the  parts  from  injury,  is,  in 
fact,  impossible,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  morbid  alterations  in 
the  superior  extremity  of  this  bone."  After  specifying  the  direc- 
tions in  which  the  "  remnant  of  the  neck"  may  move  where  very 
great  destruction  has  taken  place,  he  continues :  ^^  Dislocation,  how- 
ever, in  most  of  these  directions,  can  take  place  only  when  there  has 
been  extensive  suppuration  with  separation  or  destruction  of  the 
soft  parts,  allowing  the  superior  extremity  of  the  bone  to  move 
about,  and  thus  seek,  as  it  were,  a  new  position.  The  upward 
displacement  is  undoubtedly  the  most  frequent,  but  even  that  is 

extremely  rare The  real  cause,  then,  of  shortening  in  the 

third  stage  of  the  disease,  is  not  dislocation,  but  destruction, 
partial  or  complete,  of  the  head  and  neck  of  the  thigh-bone,  along 
with  a  certain  degree  of  elevation  of  the  corresponding  hip."  Dr. 
Louis  Bauer,  in  his  Lectures  on  Orthopmdic  Surgery^  published  in 
1864,  always  emphatic  in  his  statements,  is  on  this  point  pecu- 
liarly so.  He  does  not  hesitate  to  declare  (p.  52)  that  "  the  so-called 
spontaneous  dislocation  of  the  femuT  (in  hip-joint  disease)  is  now-ar 
days  an  exploded  notion^  deserving  scarcely  our  farther  attention." 

The  following  case  must  simply  be  regarded  in  the  light  of  an 
exception  to  the  rule  laid  down  by  these  authorities,  and  as  showing 
the  possibility  of  the  occurrence  of  dislocation  early  in  the  disease. 

History. — In  the  month  of  February,  of  the  present  year.  Dr. 
Washington  Atlee  informed  me  that  he  had  directed  the  parents  of 
a  little  patient  to  bring  her  to  me  to  have  an  apparatus  for  disease 
of  the  hip-joint  applied,  if  in  my  judgment  the  case  was  a  fitting 
one.  He  considered  that  active  inflammation  was  arrested,  and 
that  all  that  was  now  needed  was  to  overcome  muscular  contrao- 
tion,  restore  the  limb  to  its  normal  position,  and  save  the  joint  as  far 
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as  possible  from  shock.  On  the  13th  of  the  same  month  she  was 
accordingly  brought  to  my  office.  A  more  complete  type  of  the  fair 
yariety  of  the  strumous  diathesis,  as  the  older  writers  love  to  depict 
it^  is  rarely  seen.  Delicate,  finely-cut  features,  a  skin  of  dazzling 
purity — ^pearly-white  with  pink  cheeks  of  the  softest  shading,  and 
lips  as  red  as  though  the  blood  were  just  ready  to  burst  through 
them — ^brown  hair,  and  soft  hazel  eyes,  with  a  very  bright,  intelli- 
gent, vivacious  expression.  And  yet  I  could  get  from  her  parents 
no  acknowledgment  of  hereditary  taint,  or  predisposition.  I  was 
therefore  inclined  to  consider  the  cachectic  manifestations  as  the 
result  rather  than  the  cause  of  the  local  lesion,  as  I  believe  to  be 
very  frequently  the  case.  As  I  subsequently  discovered,  however, 
her  father  was  at  the  same  time  under  Dr.  Atlee's  care  for  otorrhoea, 
which  affords  sufficient  ground  for  any  one  who  invariably  attri- 
butes coxitis  to  constitutional  causes  to  stand  upon. 

Her  age  was  seven  and  a  half  years.  Up  to  the  time  of  the 
commencement  of  the  present  disease  her  health  had  always  been 
perfectly  good.  About  two  years  ago  she  had  a  fall,  striking  the 
left  groin  with  much  force  on  the  corner  of  a  step.  Nearly  a  year 
after  this,  an  enlargement  began  to  make  its  appearance  at  this 
point,  which  was  pronounced  by  an  irregular  female  practitioner  to 
be  a  hernia.  This  could  hardly  have  been  the  case,  as  there  is^o 
trace  of  any  such  lesion  at  present.  It  was  soon  observed  that  the 
limb  was  '^  stiff,"  that  the  toe  was  unduly  everted,  the  heel  slightly 
raised,  and  that  she  limped.  Her  general  health  now  began  to 
sympathize,  and  she  grew  pale  and  thin.  Still  she  was  without 
pain ;  could  run,  jump  the  rope,  dance,  and  had  no  starting  pains 
at  night. 

In  the  following  September,  Dr.  Atlee  was  called  to  see  her,  in 
consultation  with  Dr.  Knight,  of  Fox  Chase  (the  summer  residence 
of  the  family),  and  at  once  detected  mischief  in  the  hip-joint,  for 
which  he  advised  absolute  rest,  counter-irritation  with  iodine,  and 
constitutional  treatment.  During  this  month  she  was  twice  sud- 
denly attacked  while  at  play  out  of  doors  with  acute  pain  and  loss 
of  use  of  the  limb,  and,  finally,  about  the  end  of  the  month,  went 
to  bed  as  well  as  usual,  one  evening,  awoke  in  the  night  screaming 
with  pain,  the  next  morning  was  entii*ely  unable  to  walk,  and  has 
not  walked  without  crutches  since.  The  position  of  the  limb  was 
noticeably  different,  on  the  morning  referred  to,  f^om  what  it  had 
been  the  night  before,  being  very  mufih  more  everted  and  fiexed. 

A  period  of  intense  suffering  ensued,  during  which  a  succession 
of  blisters  was  applied,  and  at  the  end  of  five  weeks  the  pain  had 
pretty  much  subsided,  leaving  her  much  emaciated,  and  the  prey  of 
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the  most  intense  nervons  apprehensiveness  and  excitability.  This 
was  increased  rather  than  diminished  by  an  effort  on  the  part  of 
her  medical  attendant  out  of  town  to  apply  a  ^^  Pancoast's"  splint 
Under  the  inflaence  of  an  anaesthetic,  the  limb  was  in  fact  appa- 
rently straightened  out,  bat  continued  extension  produced  such 
extreme  agony,  with  return  of  all  the  alarming  general  symptoms, 
that  it  was  found  impossible  to  keep  the  instrument  applied.  Al- 
though she  was  now,  Feb.  13th,  free  from  acute  pain,  had  a  fair 
appetite,  and  slept  tolerably  well,  the  bare  idea  of  having  the  limb 
touched  was  sufficient  to  throw  her  into  a  nervous  chill,  and  induce 
a  paroxysm  of  tears  and  screams.  She  walked  on  one  leg  with  two 
crutches,  suspending  the  left  leg  by  grasping  her  drawers  with  the 
hand  of  the  same  side  half-way  between  the  knee  and  ankle.  Of 
course,  under  such  circumstances,  locomotion  was  laborious  and 
very  limited.  The  position  of  the  limb  struck  me  at  once  as  very 
unusual.  The  thigh  was  everted  to  the  extreme  limit  of  possibility, 
and  flexed  at  an  angle  of  about  15^  to  the  trunk.  The  knee  was 
flexed  to  considerably  less  than  a  right  angle.  There  was  a  length- 
ening of  the  left  thigh  of  over  two  inches.  The  left  groin  was 
much  swollen,  causing  the  labium  of  that  side  to  appear  nearly 
twice  the  size  of  its  fellow.  The  upper  half  of  the  anterior  aspect 
of  the  thigh  was  the  seat  of  fluctuation,  evidently  purulent  in  its 
character.  The  nates  of  that  side  were  very  much  flattened.  The 
trochanter  could  be  found  with  great  difficulty,  and  a  bony  mass 
resembling  the  head  of  the  femur  was  directly  in  contact  with  the 
tuberosity  of  the  ischium.  With  these  appearances,  I  could  not 
doubt  that  I  had  to  do  with  a  dislocation  of  the  head  of  the  bone 
downward,  upon  the  dorsum.  This  being  the  case,  of  course  any 
attempt  to  correct  the  abnormal  position  of  the  limb  must  neces- 
sarily be  preceded  by  a  reduction  of  the  dislocation.  As  the  case 
was  so  unusual,  however,  I  determined  to  avail  myself  of  the  opin- 
ion of  Dr.  Henry  J.  Bigelow,  of  Boston  (author  of  an  admirable 
treatise  on  dislocations  of  the  hip  and  their  treatment  by  manipu- 
lation), before  taking  active  measures,  in  the  mean  time  protecting 
the  limb  by  means  of  a  splint,  without  much  effort  at  extension — 
and  wrote  to  him,  describing  the  condition.  Dr.  Bigelow  replied  as 
follows: — 

Dear  Sib:  I  have  never  seen  a  thyroid  dislocation  from  hip- 
disease,  but  send  a  photograph  of  one  from  injury,  which  I  straight- 
ened ;  of  course  the  socket  was  gone.  Ether  would  settle  the 
diagnosis  as  between  a  luxation  and  muscular  spasm  in  your  case, 
as  the  latter  alone  would  yield.  I  have  brought  down  a  flexed  and 
abducted  limb  of  months'  standing  in  a  child  suspected  of  hip- 
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disease,  by  ether,  at  once ;  bat  this  proved  to  be  neither  luxation 
nor  disease.  / 

In  yonr  case  the  existence  of  pas,  with  the  history,  seems  to  settle 
the  diagnosis,  bat  the  presence  of  an  abscess  which  must  soon  open, 
would  seem  to  make  it  desirable  not  to  injure  or  lacerate  the  soft 
parts  within,  which  must  be  soon  exposed  to  the  air.  On  that  account 
I  should  for  the  present  incline  against  an  attempt  to  straighten 
the  limb.  But  if,  at  a  future  time,  the  abscess  having  been  evacu- 
ated and  healed,  and  the  parts  consolidated,  the  child's  health  being 
good,  and  especially  if  the  bones  were  presumptively  healed,  I  con- 
ceive there  would  be  no  great  difficulty  in  circumducting  the  bone 
toward  the  dorsum,  where  it  usually  lies  after  hip-disease,  perhaps 
into  the  socket  ot  the  remains  of  it.  At  any  rate,  I  think  it  could 
be  then  got  down  to  a  useful  position,  with  or  without  tenotomy. 
It  seems  to  me  that  the  abscess  contraindicates  such  interference 
at  present. 

Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  J.  BIGELOW. 

Fearful,  however,  lest  permanent  contracture  of  the  muscles 
about  the  articulation  might  fix  the  bone  in  this  awkward  position, 
and  considering  that  the  general  health  was  suffering  by  delay,  I 
determined  on  mature  reflection  to  make  the  attempt  at  reduction. 
Accordingly,  on  the  3d  of  March,  a  little  more  than  two  weeks 
after  first  seeing  the  case,  with  the  kind  assistance  of  Dr.  L.  S. 
Bolles,  I  placed  the  patient  under  the  influence  of  an  ansesthetic 
(equal  parts  of  chloroform  and  ether).  No  alteration  of  position 
whatever  took  place,  the  limb  remaining  rigidly  fixed,  even  under 
traction  upon  the  foot.  Dr.  Bolles  now  carefully  examined  the  joint, 
finding  the  head  of  the  femur,  as  I  have  above  stated,  evidently 
closely  held  againt  the  tuberosity  of  the  ischium.  I  now  proceeded 
to  manipulate  in  the  order  of,  1st,  extreme  fiexion ;  2d,  circumduction 
with  rotation ;  3d,  extension ;  outward  traction  being  made  by  means 
of  a  towel  passed  around  the  inner  side  of  the  thigh  at  the  groin; 
but  at  once  found  my  efforts  met  by  a  powerful  contracture  of  the 
sartorius  muscle.  I  accordingly  divided  its  tendon  half  an  inch 
below  its  origin.  There  was  now  no  special  difliculty  in  accom- 
plishing the  reduction,  although  it  required  three  repetitions  of  the 
attempt.  The  head  of  the  bone  slowly  glided  up  the  dorsum,  until, 
as  indicated  by  the  position  of  the  limb  as  compared  with  its 
fellow,  it  reached  its  proper  site,  although,  owing  doubtless  to 
the  presence  there  of  infiammatory  products,  it  did  not  slip  into 
the  acetabulum  with  a  snap,  as  in  more  recent  dislocations.    The 
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bony  prominence  next  the  tnber  ischii  had  now  entirely  disappeared, 
the  trochanter  occupied  distinctly  its  normal  situation,  the  thigh 
was  in  position  and  length  exactly  the  mate  of  the  right,  and, 
somewhat  singularly,  the  fluctuating  tumor  on  the  front  of  the 
thigh  was  much  increased  in  size,  showing  probably  that  the  head 
of  the  bone  had  displaced  a  considerable  accumulation  of  pus 
from  the  acetabulum.  The  knee  being  found  to  be  still  rigidly 
flexed,  the  adhesions  about  it  were  now  broken  up  by  forced  flexion 
and  extension,  and  an  extending  splint,  having  a  special  arrange- 
ment for  controlling  abduction  and  eversion,  was  applied,  and  a 
hypodermic  injection  administered.  For  several  days  after,  there 
was  considerable  pain  (principally  in  the  knee-joint,  which  was 
swollen  and  tender),  with  some  febrile  action.  TMs  gradually  sub* 
sided,  and  her  progress  has  been  in  every  way  satisfactory  up  to 
the  present  time,  the  limb  still  maintaining  its  entirely  natural 
position  and  the  general  health  steadily  improving.  The  abscess 
is  slowly  increasing.  Should  it  become  manifest  that  absorption 
is  not  to  be  anticipated,  it  will  soon  become  a  serious  question 
whether  its  contents  should  not  be  evacuated  by  operative  means. 
She  now  walks  erect  with  the  aid  of  a  crutch  and  cane,  and  can 
accomplish  considerable  distances  with  comparatively  little  fatigue. 
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MODIFICATION  OF  TAYLOR'S  SPLINT  FOR  POSTERIOR  CURVATURE 

OF  THE  SPINE. 

BY  BENJAMIN  LEE,  M.D., 

OF  PHILADSLPBIA. 


Ip  I  may  be  allowed  to  occupy  the  brief  interval  before  the  return 
of  the  Committee,  I  desire  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Society  to 
the  valuable  little  instrument  which  I  hold  in  my  hand,  and  with 
which  I  have  been  enabled  to  obtain  most  gratifying  results  in  the 
treatment  of  inflammation  and  caries  of  the  vertebral  column,  both 
before  and  after  the  appearance  of  deformity.  It  is  the  spinal 
assistant,  or,  as  I  prefer  to  call  it  in  reference  to  its  actual  function, 
the  spinal  splint  of  Dr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  with  a  slight  modifi* 
tion  of  my  own  devising. 

Its  peculiarity  consists  in  the  fact  that  it  discards  altogether 
the  old-fashioned  notion  of  extension  IVom  the  hips  by  means  of 
crutches  in  the  axilla,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  very  mobile 
nature  of  the  humeral  articulations,  increases  apparent,  without 
relieving  actual  deformity,  and  makes  injurious  pressure  upon  the 
axillary  vessels  and  plexus  of  nerves,  and  substitutes  for  it  a  purely 
antero-posterior  action,  constituting  the  sound,  firm  articulating 
processes  of  the  vertebrae,  which  are  never  attached  by  ulcerative 
inflammation  but  in  the  most  advanced  stage  of  the  disease,  a  fhl- 
crum  or  series  of  fulcrums,  on  which  the  diseased  and  sensitive 
surfaces  of  the  bodies  may  be  elevated  and  separated  one  from 
another,  and  thus  saved  from  that  destructive,  grinding  pressure, 
which  directly  aggravates  the  disease  and  renders  recovery  im- 
possible, and  life  almost  unbearable. 

Those  of  you  who  did  me  the  honor  to  listen  to,  or  have  since 
read,  the  paper  which  I  presented  to  the  Society  at  its  last  meeting, 
will  bear  me  witness  that  I  then  did  full  Justice  to  extension  as  a 
means  of  relieving  suffering,  and  removing  deformity  in  spinal 
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affections,  when  properly  applied^  that  is  by  means  of  machinery 
entirely  independent  for  its  initial  of  force  on  the  person  of  the 
patient.  But  the  experience  of  all  those  who  have  devoted  special 
attention  to  this  class  of  cases  amply  shows  that  any  effective 
action  on*the  part  of  an  apparatus  worn  upon  the  person  must  pro- 
ceed upon  the  principle  of  unbending  the  curve  by  means  of  forces 
acting  at  right  angles  to  its  general  axis,  and  not  of  stretching  it  out 
by  means  of  forces  acting  in  the  line  of  its  axis.  The  only  excep- 
tion to  this  rule  occurs  in  the  case  of  affections  of  the  cervical 
vertebrsB,  and  this  by  no  means  invariably. 

The  instrument  consists,  as  you  observe,  of  two  steel  splints, 
which  pass  the  entire  length  of  the  spine,  bearing  pad  plates  at  a 
point  corresponding  to  and  a  little  below  the  seat  of  the  projection 
or  suspected  inflammatory  action,  and  being  hinged  at  either  end 
of  those  plates,  in  such  a  way  that  while  all  anterior  motion,  such 
as  would  permit  increased  weight  and  pressure  to  fall  upon  the 
bodies  of  the  vertebrae,  is  prevented,  perfect  freedom  of  motion  pos- 
teriorly, such  as  might  be  made  by  the  spinal  extensors  as  they 
recover  their  tone,  is  permitted.  This  altogether  avoids  the  charge 
of  '^  binding  the  muscles,"  which  is  often  and  justly  brought  against 
rigid  apparatus  for  this  purpose.  The  extremities  of  the  rods, 
levers,  or  splints  are  firmly  retained  in  place  by  a  hip-band  at  the 
lower  end,  and  at  the  upper  by  shoulder-straps,  well  padded  and 
susceptible  of  frequent  removal  for  purposes  of  cleanliness.  In  Dr. 
Taylor's  instrument,  there  is  a  provision  for  altering  the  degree  and 
bearing  of  the  pressure  of  the  pad-plates  in  accordance  with  the  vary- 
ing requirements  of  the  case,  by  means  of  screws  which  pass  through 
the  upright  levers,  and  make  pressure  upon  or  penetrate  the  pad- 
plates,  according  as  they  are  designed  to  increase  or  limit  their 
action.  Now,  on  the  principle  that  the  strength  of  a  chain  is  that 
of  its  weakest  link,  the  strength  of  a  rod  is  that  of  its  weakest  point. 
Hence,  the  entire  rod  must  be^ade  of  such  breadth  and  thickness 
that  it  shall  be  sufficiently  strong  at  those  points  where  it  loses  a 
considerable  part  of  its  substance  in  the  screw-holes.  The  rest  of 
the  instrument  is,  therefore,  made  of  necessity  so  much  the  heavier 
to  make  up  for  these  weak  points.  In  some,  perhaps  in  many 
cases,  the  vigor  of  the  patient  is  such  that  this  fact  will  not  mate- 
rially affect  his  comfort,  but  occasionally  feeble  little  sufferers  are 
brought  to  the  physician,  to  whom  every  ounce  of  additional  weight 
is  not  only  a  source  of  discomfort  but  even  of  injury.  It  is  to  meet 
this  class  of  cases  that  I  have  modified  the  instrument  as  I  now 
present  it  to  you.    The  rods,  instead  of  being  made  flat,  are  round 
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or  cylindrical,  the  form  of  greatest  strength,  and  the  controller  is 
a  little  irregularly  rhomboidal  block  of  steel,  which  slides  up  and 
down  on  the  rod,  thus  increasing  or  diminishing  the  distance  be- 
tween it  and  the  pad-plate  at  will,  by  wedging  in  between  them. 
It  is  provided  with  an  outside  screw  which  maintains  *it  in  any 
desired  position,  and  an  inside  screw,  passing  up  through  a  longi- 
tudinal slot  in  the  pad-plate,  which  controls  the  amount  of  action 
of  the  latter  when  needful.  The  object  of  the  modification,  I  repeat, 
is  simply  to  give  the  instrument  increased  lightness  and  porta- 
bility. I  do  not  claim  that  it  increases  its  essential  efficiency, 
which  I  regard  as  being  almost  beyond  the  reach  of  improvement. 
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BY  T.  H.  SQUIRE,  M.D., 

OF  SLVntA,  V.  T. 


The  essential  peculiarity  of  this  new  prostatic  catheter  is  the 
superlative  flexibility  of  its  vesical  portion.  This  flexibility  does 
not  depend  upon  the  quality  of  elasticity  in  its  material,  but  it  is. 
the  resultant  of  a  series  of  perfect  joints  in  the  unyielding  material 
of  which  it  is  made.  The  joints,  one-fourth  of  an  inch  apart,  give 
the  vesical  extremity  of  the  instrument  a  vertebrated  appearance, 
and  hence  it  is  appropriately  named  the  Vertebrated  Prostatic  Cathe- 
ter, About  one-third  of  the  instrument  is  flexible  and  floating ;  the 
other  two-thirds  are  rigid  and  straight.  The  vertebrse  which  make 
up  the  floating  part,  are  like  teacups  in  form,  one  fitting  into 
another,  and  all  held  in  loose  apposition  by  a  chain  which  passes 
through  the  interior,  one  end  of  which  is  anchored  in  the  beak,  and 
the  other  end  is  made  fast  to  a  delicate  rod  which  lies  within  the 
straight  portion  of  the  instrument,  the  outer  end  of  the  rod  being 
secured  at  the  pavuion  by  a  small  transverse  screw-bolt,  the  thumb- 
piece  of  which  is  one  of  the  ears  or  rings  at  the  meatus. 

The  theory  of  this  instrument  is  to  allow  the  beak  to  be  governed 
by  the  walls  of  the  urethra,  the  surgeon  having  no  influence  over  it, 
save  that  of  propulsion  and  retraction.  As  the  instrument  advances 
down  the  canal,  when  undue  pressure  begins  to  be  exerted  on  one 
side  of  the  beak,  that  instant  the  beak  yields  in  the  opposite  direc- 
tion, and  thus  with  every  new  lateral  pressure  the  beak  inclines  where 
resistance  is  the  least,  and  that  is  always  towards  the  centre  of  the 
canal. 

If  the  theory  be  correct  and  the  mechanism  be  per&ct,  it  ought 
to  adapt  itself  to  all  the  curves  of  the  urethra,  and  enter  the  bladder 
in  every  case  where  the  canal  is  free  from  stricture. 

In  practice  this  instrument  has  fulfilled  expectations.  It  has  only 
failed  in  a  single  case,  as  far  as  known,  and  in  this  case  all  other 
Instruments  failed  ,also.     On  the  other  hand,  the  new  catheter  has 
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succeeded  with  remarkable  ease  in  many  cases  where  the  common 
instruments  were  unsuccessful. 

The  writer  has  great  confidence  in  the  new  instrument,  believing 
that  experience  will  establish  for  it  a  verdict  of  decided  superior- 
ity to  every  other  catheter  now  in  use  for  prostatic  retention. 


SIXTH  SEBIXS. — PART  H. 
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FORM  OF  COUNTY  REPORTS  TO  THE  MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE 
STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA/ 


I.— CAUSES  WHICH  MODIFY  THE  HEALTH  OP  THE  COUNTY. 

1.  Locality: 

Boundaries  of  County,  and  its  situation  in  the  State. 
Its  proximity  to  large  rivers  and  the  lakes;  to  mountain  ranges; 
their  direction  and  extent. 

2.  Hydrography  or  Drainage: 

Size  and  direction  of  watercourses,  and  of  the  dividing  ridges 
or  water-sheds. 

Extent  of  river  bottom. 

Power  and  rapidity  of  streams;  danger  and  frequency  of  inun- 
dation. 

Quantity  of  marshy  or  springy  soil. 

Artificial  water  channels  and  reservoirs;  amount  of  lockage. 

3.  Topography: 

Area  and  mean  altitude  of  County. 

Population  and  their  lineage;  chief  avocations. 

Location  and  size  of  principal  towns. 

General  character  of  surface ;  principal  valleys  and  eminences. 

Nature  and  extent  of  surface  destitute  of  vegetation,  tilled, 

covered  with  forest,  or  in  grass. 
Agricultural  produce ;  kinds  of  timber ;  effects  of  clearing  and 

of  drainage  on  climate;  extent  of  artificial  irrigation. 

4.  Geology: 

Geological  position,  actual  location,  dip,  direction,  and  extent 

of  the  different  formations. 
Character  of  soil,  subsoil,  and  subjacent  rock. 
Source  and  nature  of  water  used  for  domestic  purposes. 
Supply  of  water  to  towns;  kind  of  pipes  used  as  conduits. 
Map  with  geological  features  named,  and  colored  agreeably  to 

the  order  adopted  by  the  State  Geologist.* 

6.  Meteorology:' 

Latitude,  longitude,  and  altitude  of  observer. 

*  See  printed  TransactionSf  vol.  v.  p.  52. 

'  Inclose,  by  dotted  lines  with  proper  marginal  referenoes,  those  sections  of  the 
Gonntj  in  which  epidemics  have  prevailed. 

3  Observers  for  the  Franklin  Institute,  Philadelphia,  as  well  as  for  the  Smith- 
sonian Institution,  Washington,  reside  in  a  number  of  the  counties,  and  would 
furnish  all  the  meteorological  Information  required.    See  page  16,  Part  iii.  1858. 
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Barometric,  thermometric,  and  hygrometric  states  of  the  atmosphere 
for  every  day  in  the  year,  indicating,  in  colmnns,  the  amount  in 
inches,  of  rain,  hail,  and  snow. 

n.— MORTUARY  TABLES.' 

1.  Mortality: 

From  fevers ;  from  measles,  smallpox,  and  varioloid. 
From  diseases  of  the  lungs  and  air-passages. 
From  diseases  of  the  nervous  system. 
From  diseases  of  the  organs  of  nutrition. 
From  diseases  of  the  urino-genital  organs. 

2.  Causes  assigned  for  death  where  the  number  exceeds  10  per  cent. 

of  the  whole. 

3.  Quarterly  Tables,  showing  the  whole  number  of  deaths  of  white 

and  of  colored  persons  under  1  year,  from  1  to  2,  from  2  to 
5,  from  5  to  10,  from  10  to  15,  from  15  to  20,  and  for  every 
decennial  period  over  20. 

III.— PREVALENT  DISEASES.* 

J.  Epidemics  and  Endemics  op  the  year: 

Their  origin  and  march ;  apparently  contagious  or  not ;  how 
affected  by  race,  age,  sex,  temperament,  avocation,  circum- 
fusa,  ingesta,  and  the  density  of  population. 

2.  Fevers: 

Intermittent  and  remittent ;  their  frequency  as  compared  with 

that  of  former  years. 
Typhusand  typhoid  fevers;  smallpox;  benefits  of  vaccination ; 

measles;  scarlatina. 

3.  Other  Diseases  : 

Observations  on  their  etiology,  pathology,  and  therapeutics. 
Peculiarity  of  type  or  tendency. 

Number  of  cases,  and  a  comparison  of  it  with  that  of  other 
years. 

4.  Miscellaneous: 

Medical  effects  of  indigenous  plants,  and  of  new  remedies. 
Facts  of  interest  in  surgery  and  obstetrics. 
Notices  of  members  deceased  during  the  year. 
List  of  officers  and  members. 

1  If,  as  is  to  be  feared  in  many  counties,  the  materials  for  this  classification 
cannot  be  obtained,  the  reporter  is  requested  to  approximate  as  closely  to  it  as 
his  means  of  information  will  admit. 

'  In  describing  cases,  giye  the  age,  sex,  condition,  and  location  of  patient, 
season  of  year,  treatment,  and  termination. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  ALLEGHANY.  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Our  County  Medical  Society  is  prosperous,  and  increasing 
rapidly  in  numbers.  The  meetings  are  largely  attended;  great 
harmony  prevails,  and  a  consequent  social  and  elevating  spirit  is 
plainly  manifest. 

No  considerable  epidemic  has  visited  this  district  within  the  past 
year. 

Scarlet  fever  was  more  than  usually  prevalent  during  the  summer 
and  autumn,  and,  in  an  appended  report.  Dr.  Asdale  has  given  a 
full  account  of  those  cases  of  the  disease  which  came  imder  his 
observation. 

Diphtheritic  affections  also  have  been  more  frequent,  but  the  cases 
have  not  generally  exhibited  that  malignant  form  which  character- 
ized the  malady  a  few  years  ago. 

Typhoid  fever  has  been,  and  is  now,  of  more  than  average  occur- 
rence on  the  south  side  of  the  Monongahela  River ;  many  cases 
resulting  fatally,  and  all  requiring  active  treatment.  Whiskey, 
turpentine,  and  generous  diet  are  freely  used  with  good  results. 

Criminal  abortion  prevails  to  an  alarming  extent  in  and  about 
Pittsburg.  It  is  not  presumed  that  even  a  respectable  minority  of 
all  the  cases  are  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  profession.  Un- 
fortunately, the  comparative  immunity  from  serious  consequences, 
in  many  instances,  and  the  profound  secrecy  of  those  who  believe 
themselves  bound  by  an  oath,  even  to  the  bitter  end,  make  it  almost 
impossible  to  abate  or  remove  the  evil. 

Those  who  engage  in  this  nefarious  business  are  known,  known 
sufficiently  well  to  satisfy  our  own  judgment,  but  legal  judgment 
requires  more  specific  knowledge.  The  information  that  would 
warrant  us  in  taking  legal  action  is  wanting. 

The  passage  and  enforcement  of  a  law  for  the  suppression  of 
quackery  seem  to  be  the  only  practicable  remedy  for  this  inhuman 
and  wide-spread  evil. 
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Report  of  Cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  treated  during  the  epidemic  of 
the  present  year  (18T0),  and  occurring  in  the  I2th  Wardj  City  of 
Pittsburg^  in  a  period  of  time  extending  from  the  latter  part  of 
April  until  the  second  week  of  Nommher^  about  seven  months. 
By  W.  J.  AsDALB,  M.  D. 

Those  cases  seen  by  me,  during  the  earlier  part  of  this  time,  were 
usually  of  a  mild  type  of  the  disease,  presenting  none  of  the  more 
aggravated  symptoms  exhibited  by  a  large  proportion  of  cases 
occurring  towards  the  close  of  the  heated  term^  and,  in  the  first 
part  of  October,  when  the  epidemic  seemed  to  reach  its  height, 
and  the  disease  presented  its  most  malignant  form,  characterized 
by  a  sudden  and  terribly  violent  accession  of  fever,  generally 
preceded  by  vomiting,  and,  in  a  few  of  the  worst  cases,  by  diar- 
rhoBa  also.  The  grave  cases  were  all  marked  by  convulsions,  and 
it  was  invariable  in  those  terminating  fatally.  In  one  case,  con- 
vulsions ushered  in  the  disease,  abating  on  the  second  day,  death 
occurring  on  the  fourteenth.  In  another,  convulsions  and  death 
on  the  first  day.  In  a  third,  death  in  convulsions  on  the  second. 
In  the  fourth,  death  in  convulsions  on  the  third  day.  And  in  the 
fifth  case,  convulsions  occurred  on  the  fourth  day,  and  the  patient 
died  on  the  seventh.  In  all  these  instances,  the  eruption  was 
well  marked,  being  florid  upon  all  parts  of  the  body,  except  in 
one,  distinct  only  upon  the  face,  and,  in  that,  death  occurred  on 
the  first  day.  In  all  the  malignant  cases,  great  frequency  of  pulse 
was  noted,  ranging  from  120  to  160 ;  also  very  exalted  tempera- 
ture, without  abatement  upon  the  development  of  the  eruption, 
great  restlessness,  insomnia^  and  delirium.  The  maximum  heat  in 
two  cases,  noted  with  Fahrenheit's  thermometer,  was,  in  the  one 
case,  on  the  second  day,  104^.5;  and,  in  the  other,  106  °.6  on  the 
third  day.  The  former  of  these  recovered  after  a  protracted  conva- 
lescence, and  the  latter  died.  In  numerous  cases,  the  throat  was, 
at  an  early  period,  most  seriously  involved ;  in  several,  pain  in  the 
throat  being  the  first  symptom  of  the  approach  of  the  disease ; 
later,  in  such  cases,  the  tonsQs  would  become  very  much  enlarged, 
followed  by  extensive  sloughing,  extending  low  in  the  pharynx, 
and,  in  one  case,  involving  the  larynx  also,  the  patient  having  a 
rasping  croupy  cough,  and  great  diflBculty  of  respiration.  Extreme 
fetor  characterized  the  discharges  from  the  throat  and  nasal  fossae 
in  those  cases  of  anginose  malignant  type,  which  discharges  in 
such  were  frequently  very  profuse.  Enlargement  of  the  cervical 
glands,  ending  in  phlegmonous  abscesses,  was  present  in  two  cases, 
one  of  which  recovered;  although,  in  the  same  case,  sloughing 
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was  SO  great  as  to  lay  bare,  to  a  considerable  extent,  the  muscles  of 
the  side  of  the  neck. 

With  regard  to  the  treatment,  some  of  the  milder  cases  received 
bat  little  medication  of  any  kind.  In  almost  all,  and  especially  all 
of  the  severe  cases,  during  the  acute  stage,  frequent  anointing  of 
the  entire  body  with  lard  was  practised,  and,  I  am  convinced,  to  the 
great  relief  and  often  decided  benefit  of  the  patient,  the  attendant 
being  required  to  apply  the  same  by  the  hand,  or  with  a  piece  of 
flannel  saturated  and  just  warm  enough  to  be  pleasantly  borne. 
In  several  cases,  sponging  with  spirits  diluted  with  warm  water 
was  used,  the  effect  here,  as  in  the  former  case,  being  a  marked 
reduction  in  the  temperature,  and  always  a  soothing  and  agreeable 
influence,  the  patient  frequently  enjoying  afterwards  a  calm  sleep. 
Cold  effusion  was  not  practised.  Cold  drinks  were  allowed  when 
desired,  and  as  generous  a  diet  as  the  patient  was  willing  or  could 
be  persuaded  to  take,  of  milk,  broths,  meat  extracts,  eggs,  etc.  Of 
therapeutic  agents  used,  the  bromide  of  potassium  perhaps  will 
claim  the  first  place,  very  marked  benefit  being  apparent  from  its 
free  use  in  doses  of  five  to  seven  or  ten  grains,  in  all  those  cases  in 
which  nervous  phenomena  were  predominant,  combined  with  tr. 
aconit.  rad.,  in  tolerably  large  doses,  and  occasionally  the  addition 
of  the  carb.  of  ammonia  seemed  favorably  to  combat  the  ataxic 
symptoms.  I  have  found  also  that  the  administration  of  carbolic 
acid,  in  doses  of  from  |^  to  ^  gr.,  also  its  external  use,  in  concen- 
trated solution,  as  an  application  to  sloughing  sores,  or  diluted, 
as  an  injection  into  the  nasal  fossae,  have  given  me  results  highly 
gratifying.  In  the  more  severe  cases,  the  sulphate  of  quinia  in 
large  doses  given  twice  in  the  twenty-four  hours,  after  the  lapse  of 
the  acute  stage,  proved  a  very  useful  remedy.  Farther  on,  diffusible 
stimulants  and  tonic  alimentation  especially,  were  the  treatment 
pursued.  In  recapitulation,  the  number  and  class  of  the  cases 
treated,  with  the  results,  are  as  follows : — 

Simple  scarlatina 22 

Malignant    ^^  9 

As  simple  scarlatina,  I  have  enumerated  a  number  of  cases  which 
might  properly  be  classed  as  scarlatina  anginosa — the  throat  and 
skin  being  involved  to  equal  extent ;  but  these  cases  lacked  those 
formidable  symptoms  which  characterized  the  septic  type  of  the 
disease.  The  whole  number  of  cases  treated  was  31 ;  complete  re- 
covery 25 ;  partial  1 ;  deaths  5.  During  this  epidemic,  as  I  have 
formerly  done,  I  tested  fairly  the  prophylactic  power  of  belladonna, 
and  succeeded  in  demonstrating,  to  my  entire  satisfaction,  its  inefQ- 
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cacy.  As  to  the  local  causes  which  may  have  determined  the 
character  of  the  epidemic,  I  believe  the  lower  districts  of  the  city 
to  have  been  most  favorable  to  its  spread,  the  12th  Ward  being,  in 
large  part,  situated  over  low  lands  reclaimed  from  the  swamp,  here 
and  there  still  remaining  a  pond  of  stagnant  water.  The  heavy 
rains,  in  the  earlier  part  of  the  summer,  contributed  to  fill  these 
low  places,  which  also  became  the  receptacle  for  occasional  quanti- 
ties of  offal  and  garbage  of  all  kinds,  and  being  exposed  to  the 
sun's  rays  during  the  unusual  heat  and  protracted  drought  of  the 
month  of  September,  decomposition  went  rapidly  forward,  evolving 
noxious  gases ;  the  atmosphere  of  the  neighborhood  was  noisome 
with  effluvia.  It  was  particularly  noticed  that  cases  of  dysentery 
occuriing  in  this  locality  about  this  time  frequently  exhibited  ady- 
namic phenomena,  and  a  distinctly  marked  malarial  type.  Of  the 
deaths  I  report  from  scarlet  fever,  one  occurred  in  April,  one  in 
July,  one  in  September,  and  two  in  October. 


Mortuary  Report  of  the  City  of  Pittsburg,  J,  Guy  McCancUesSf  M.D., 
Health  Physician,  for  year  ending  February  1,  1871. 

White  males 974 

"     females 822 

Colored  males 88 

**       females 88 

Males 1007 

Females 860 

Stillborn 115 

Total 1982 


Age. 


Under  1  year  . 

. 

.     666 

From  50  to    60 

years 

91 

From 

1  to    2  years 

.     210 

"    60  "    70 

78 

2  "    5 

.     280 

"    70  "    80 

62 

6  "10 

.     107 

"    80  <*    90 

87 

10  ««  16 

.       83 

"    90  **  100 

2 

15  "  20 

.      40 

Over            100 

1 

20  "  80 

.     138 

Unknown 

, 

.       87 

80  "  40 

.     125 

40  "  50 

.     126 

Total 

• 

1982 

Condition, 

Married 
Single  . 

1066 
801 

. 

.        .        •        . 

•        «        • 

,        ^ 
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Class  1. — Ztmotio  Diseases. 
Order  I. — IVfiasmatio  Diseases. 


Smallpox 
Measles    . 
Scarlatina 
Pjsemia    . 
Uraemia    . 
Typhoid  dysentery 
Erysipelas 
Dysentery 
Congestiye  fever 
Diarrhoea 


8 

Diphtheria 

21 

Croup 

190 

Whooping-cough 

6 

Typhus  fever    . 

9 

Typhoid     "      . 

10 

Cholera  morbus 

8 

**      infantum 

12 

"      sporadica 

8 

Cholerine  . 

48 

85 

26 

87 

2 

90 

4 

110 

1 
1 


Gangrene 


Order  II.— Enthetic  Diseases. 
.      2  Syphilis    . 


Inanition  . 


Order  III. — Dietic  Diseases. 
.    17  Intemperance 


Class  2.— Constitutional  Diseases. 
Order  L^DiatheUc  Diseases. 


Bheumatism  . 
Dropsy     . 

"  of  heart 
Cancer 

*^     of  stomach 


2 
24 
1 
8 
4 


Cancer  of  breast 
"  of  uterus 
"  of  bowels 
"     of  liver 


Scrofula  . 
Phthisis  pulmonalis  . 
Hydrocephalus 
Psoas  abscess   . 


Order  II. — Tubercular  Diseases. 


7 

180 

19 

2 


Lumbar  abscess 
Cervical  "  . 
Tubercular  meningitis 


Class  8. — Local  Diseases. 
Order  I. — Nervous  Diseases. 


Meningitis 

16 

Congestion  of  brain 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

9 

Softening        " 

Encephalitis     .         .         .        . 

46 

Compression  " 

Cerebral  abscess 

1 

Apoplexy 

Paralysis 

18 

Tetanus    . 

Epilepsy  .... 

4 

Spasm  of  glottis 

Sunstroke 

1 

Hemiplegia 

Convulsions 

.    80 

Neuralgia 

Insanity   .... 

1 

Delirium  tremens 

24 
8 
9 

21 
3 
1 
•  2 
1 
5 
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Order  II. 
Pericarditis 
Endocarditis     . 
Disease  of  heart  (unclassified) 
Val.  disease  of  heart 
Hypertrophy    . 


Order  III 

Laryngitis 
Bronchitis 

"        capillary 
Hydrothorax    . 
Pneumonia 

"         typhoid 

"         pleuro- 


— Diseases  of  the  Circulatory  System. 
.      2  Phlebitis  . 

1  Angina  pectoris 

21  Hemorrhage     . 

1  Chronic  arteritis 

1 


— ^Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System. 

8  Asthma    . 

.    29  Congestion  of  lungs  . 

7  Hemorrhage  of  lungs 
2  Emphysema 

.    28  Ulceration  of  larynx 

5  Empyema 

8  Suffocation 


Order  IV. — Diseases  of  the  Digestive  System. 


Stomatitis 
Gastritis  . 
Qastro-enteritis 
Enteritis  . 
Peritonitis 
Dicer  of  stomach 
IntussuscepUon 
Cirrhosis  . 


8  Abscess  of  liyer 

22  Hepatitis . 

2  Icterus 

28  Dyspepsia 

15  Anemia    . 

2  Hemorrhage  of  bowels 

2  ti         '  «  stomach 

6 


Order  V. — Diseases  of  the  Urinary  System. 

Nephritis 5  Cystitis    . 

Diabetes 4 


Albuminuria 


Order  VI. — ^Diseases  of  the  GeneratiTe  System. 

Puerperal  peritonitis        .        .      2  Difficult  labor  . 

Metro-peritonitis      ...      1  Puerperal  feyer 


Ovarian  tumor . 
«      dropsy 


Premature  births 
Cyanosis 
Spina  bifida      . 


Metritis   .        . 
Uterine  hemorrhage . 


Class  IV. — Devblophrntal  Disbasbs. 
Order  I. 
.    67  Atelectasis  pulmonnm 

9  Morbid  dentition 

.      8 

Order  II. — ^Age. 


Old  age 


Order  HI.— -Nutrition. 

Atrophy 2  Marasmus 

Debility 41  Neglect    . 


5 
23 
3 
4 
3 
3 
1 


2 
2 


1 
4 
1 
1 


38 


59 

1 
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Cl.\S8  5. — Deaths  bt  Violbnoi. 

Order  I. — Accident  or  Negligence. 
Accident  not  stated .        .         .29  Burns  and  scalds      .        .        .14 

Death  from  chloroform     .        .      1  Conoassion  of  brain  .        .      3 

Railroad  accident     ...      8  Poison 4 

Drowning  .        .*       .        .14 

Order  II. — Homicide. 
Harder  and  manslaughter 2 

Order  III.— Suicidal. 

Suicide 2 

Unknown 153 

Total .         1867 

E.  A.  WOOD,  M.  D. 
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REPORT  OF  BEAVER  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Chairman  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  reports  the  working 
condition  of  the  Society  as  still  prosperous,  with  a  disposition 
among  all  its  members  to  distinguish  legitimate  medicine  from 
.that  baser  professional  element  found  in  every  community,  which, 
having  nothing  better  to  support  it,  lives  on  the  credulity  of  a 
deceived  people,  and  always  avoids  the  restraint  of  medical  organi- 
zation. Regular  meetings  have  been  held  every  two  months  since 
our  last  report,  and,  although  the  attendance  has  not  been  what  it 
might  and  should  have  been,  still  there  has  been  a  very  fair  repre- 
sentation of  the  leading  members  of  the  profession  In  the  county, 
at  least  of  such  as  feel  solicitous  as  well  as  responsible  for  the 
future  prosperity  and  dignity  of  the  profession.  These  meetings 
have  been  both  pleasant  and  profitable,  affording  relaxation  from 
labor,  and  initiating  an  acquaintance  and  sociability  that  smooth 
the  asperities  of  professional  life,  as  well  as  exerting  a  salutary 
influence  alike  on  the  profession  and  the  community. 

The  geographical  position  of  the  coimty  subjects  it  to  an  ever- 
changing  atmosphere,  and  the  spring  seasons  ate  usually  long  and 
variable.  During  this  season  we  encounter  in  practice  all  those 
acute  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system,  arising  from  undue  expo- 
sure to  sudden  inclement  changes  in  the  weather.  In  my  own 
experience  the  past  medical  year  has  been  characterized  by  more 
than  an  average  amount  of  sickness  in  the  bounds  of  the  countj',  ^ 
particularly  during  the  winter  months;  yet  there  has  been  no 
epidemic,  nor  any  great  increase  in  the  mortality. 

Neuralgia^  both  facial  and  intercostal,  as  well  as  that  well-known 
form,  hemicrania,  are  all  now  of  more  frequent  occurrence,  and 
seem  often  to  assume  an  intermittent  character.  To  relieve  the 
paroxysm  of  pain,  hypodermic  injections  of  morphia  are  most 
prompt  and  effectual ;  during  the  remissions,  the  use  of  the  follow- 
ing formula  has  usually  effected  a  cure : — 

^. — Quiniffl  sulph.  gr.  xziv  ; 
Hydrastin  gr.  xviij ; 
Zinoi  TaleriftDftt.  gr.  zij  ; 
Ext.  gentian  q.  s. 
M.  et  ft.  mass,  in  pil.  no.  xij., 
Sig. — Take  two  every  three  hours. 
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In  obstinatie  cases,  friction  over  the  seat  of  pain,  with  the  follow- 
ing liniment,  is  sometimes  of  great  benefit : — 

B . — Chloroform. , 

01.  menth.  piperitsa, 
Tinct.  opii,  aa  f^. 

Scarlatina. — During  the  early  part  of  last  fall  there  were  nine 
cases  of  this  disease  in  the  town  of  Fallston,  all  of  a  mild  grade 
except  one,  which  presented  some  features  of  special  interest. 
About  a  year  since,  a  young  family  removed  from  the  town  to  Can- 
ton, Ohio,  accompanied  by  three  of  their  children,  while  the  eldest, 
a  little  girl  of  ten  years  of  age,  remained  behind,  in  the  family  of 
her  grandmother.  In  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  a  fatal  epi- 
demic of  scarlet  fever  broke  out  in  Canton,  during  which  this 
family  lost  two  of  their  children.  When  the  remaining  child  was 
sufficiently  recovered  to  admit  of  travelling,  the  mother  returned 
with  this  child  to  Fallston,  where  there  had  been  no  traces  of  the 
disease  for  weeks.  Nine  days  after  her  arrival,  I  was  hastily  sum- 
moned to  see  the  little  girl  who  had  remained  behind,  whom  I 
found  with  an  attack  of  scarlet  fever  of  a  very  grave  and  malignant 
character,  altogether  different  from  the  cases  occurring  some  weeks 
previous  in  the  town.  The  fourth  day  of  the  eruption  diphtheritic 
deposit  covered  the  pharynx  and  tonsils.  The  treatment  consisted 
mainly  in  the  internal  use  of  diffusible  stimulants  and  tonics,  and' 
the  external  application  of  stimulating  and  disinfecting  lotions. 
The  case  ultimately  recovered.  During  the  progress  of  the  attack, 
the  mother  of  the  child  frequently  exclaimed,  ^^  This  is  the  same 
disease  with  which  our  children  died  at  Canton."  The  grave  cha- 
racter of  the  sickness,  differing  entirely  from  any  cases  which  had 
occurred  in  the  community,  and  the  precise  time  of  its  invasion, 
make  the  case  one  of  peculiar  interest. 

Of  other  kinds  of  disease,  cholera  morbus  in  the  summer,  and 
rheumatism,  both  acute  and  subacute,  in  the  winter,  have  been  the 
most  prevalent.  In  the  treatment  of  the  latter  complaint,  the 
alkalies  have  continued  to  give  the  greatest  satisfaction.  Veratrum 
viride  for  controlling  the  circulation,  in  this  as  in  other  febrile 
states,  commends  itself,  in  our  opinion,  above  other  remedies  simi- 
lar in  their  action.  In  this  connection  we  desire  to  record,  in  clos- 
ing this  brief  report,  our  great  confidence  in  the  use  of  carbolic 
acid,  especially  in  its  application  to  many  surgical  injuries. 

BespectAiliy  submitted. 

J.  E.  JACKSON, 
Chairman  Sanitary  Committee, 
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REPORT  OF  BRADFORD  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 

I 


The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  the  present  year  is 
necessarily  brief,  owing  to  the  decease  of  the  chairman  of  the  com- 
mittee. 

During  the  past  summer  the  temperature  was  much  higher  than 
for  several  years,  and  little  rain  fell  after  the  month  of  June ;  even 
this  spring  the  amount  of  rain  is  much  less  than  usual.  The  winter 
was  mild  and  warm,  without  much  snow. 

The  health  of  the  county,  except  in  a  few  districts,  has  been 
better  than  in  previous  seasons.  Rubeola  has  prevailed  quite  ex- 
tensively through  the  winter  and  spring.  Scarlatina  has  appeared 
in  several  townships,  or  portions  of  townships,  in  an  endemic  or 
sporadic  form. 

Dr.  Ely  reports  that  in  some  districts  in  Burlington  township, 
scarlatina  assumed  a  low  type,  patients  sinking  under  the  disease 
in  a  few  hours,  without  any  eruption  or  marked  throat  symptoms, 
the  nervous  system  apparently  receiving  the  whole  force  of  the 
disease. 

In  the  month  of  June,  a  severe  flood  visited  the  southwestern 
part  of  the  county,  the  influence  of  which  was  manifest  upon  the 
diseases  occurring  much  later  in  the  season.  This  effect  was 
noticed  by  Dr.  Geo.  F.  Horton,  who  remarks  that  the  death  rate  in 
practice  during  the  past  year  has  exceeded  that  of  many  previous 
years.  The  entire  year  was  one  of  unusual  mildness,  and  one  that 
might  have  been  considered  as  favorable  for  the  good  health  of  the 
community.  Early  in  the  fall,  however,  catarrhs  and  influenzas  were 
unusually  severe,  and  in  the  months  of  November  and  December, 
scarlatina  appeared  in  a  grave  form,  as  well  as  pneumonia  and 
bronchial  affections.  Rubeola  also,  accompanied  with  head  and 
pulmonary  complications,  prevailed  extensively,  in  many  cases  de- 
veloping a  continued  fever  and  terminating  fatally,  and  in  some 
cases  succeeded  by  a  fatal  attack  of  scarlet  fever. 

Depletion  and  evacuants  were  badly  borne,  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  tonics  and  stimulants  frequently  failed.    The  use  of  cold  in 


Digitized  by 


Google 


BRADFORD    COUNTY    MEDICAL    SOCIETY.  31? 

scarlatina  anginosa,  though  perhaps  more  successfal  than  hot  ap- 
plications, has  not  always  been  satisfactory. 

In  cases  where  there  was  heat,  and  the  action  of  the  heart  was 
strong  and  vigorous,  the  cold  treatment  was  found  the  best.  In 
other  cases  of  sudden  and  great  enlargement  of  the  neck  and  throat, 
with  heart  and  arterial  action  feeble,  the  cold  treatment  proved 
as  unavailing  as  the  opposite  or  old  plan.  In  malignant  cases  the 
symptoms  indicated  acute  gastro-enteritis,  death  taking  place  with- 
out reaction  or  the  appearance  of  much  eruption  or  redness  of  the 
skin,  perhaps  a  little  redness  about  the  chest,  and  ending  as  do 
fatal  cases  from  malignant  poisoning.  So  far  as  I  can  learn  in 
these  cases,  the  milder  the  internal  treatment  the  better. 


ELIPHALET  HASTINGS  MASON,  M.D.    1815-1871. 

Dr.  Mason  died  at  his  residence,  in  Towanda,  on  Friday,  Fe- 
bruary 3,  1811.  His  general  health  had  been  failing  for  several 
months  previous  to  his  death;  but  his  symptoms  had  not  been 
considered  alarming  until  about  a  week  before  he  died.  On  Wed- 
nesday, January  25th,  1871,  he  attended  the  meeting  of  the  Brad- 
ford County  Medical  Society,  at  Ulster,  and  as  usual  took  a  part 
in  its  proceedings.  But  his  voice  seemed  faint — his  usual  vivacity 
and  energy  were  not  present — his  muscular  motions  were  slow  and 
tremulous — it  seemed  to  require  great  effort  for  him  to  move,  and 
most  of  the  time  his  mind  was  absent,  or  as  if  in  a  deep  study.  On 
his  return  home,  these  unpleasant  symptoms  increased  rapidly, 
until  at  length  he  fell  into  profound  somnolence,  indicating  very 
great  cerebral  asthenia.  He  was  visited  by  the  physicians  of  To- 
wanda, and  several  others  from  different  parts  of  the  county,  and 
unwearied  and  persistent  efforts  were  made  to  rally  the  life  force; 
but  all  in  vain — he  gradually  sank — quietly  slept  the  sleep  of  death, 
and  his  spirit  went  home  to  its  blest  abode  in  the  spirit-land. 

Dr.  Mason  was  born  in  Monroeton,  Bradford  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, on  the  28th  day  of  April,  1815.  He  was  the  third  son  of 
Eliphalet  Mason,  Esq.  Esq.  Mason  was  a  native  of  Ashford,  Con- 
necticut. He  was  born  the  23d  of  June,  1780,  and  came  to  this  part 
of  the  country  in  November,  1802,  and  settled  in  the  then  wilder- 
ness township  of  Towanda,  now  Monroe.  He  was  commissioned  a 
justice  of  the  peace  soon  after  he  came,  and  faithfully  discharged 
the  duties  of  his  office  until  within  a  short  period  of  his  death, 
which  occurred  on  thje  11th  day  of  March,  1853. 

Dr.  Mason's  mother,  Mrs.  Roxey  Fowler  Mason,  was  bom  in 
Tolland  County,  Connecticut,  and  removed  with  her  father,  Mr. 
Gordon  Fowler,  to  this  part  of  the  country  in  1800.  She  mar- 
ried Esq.  Mason  on  the  22d  of  October,  1804.     She  was  a  kind 
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companion,  a  loving  and  affectionate  mother,  and  was  always  highly 
esteemed  in  the  community. 

Dr.  Mason's  education  preparatory  to  the  study  of  Medicine  was 
acquired  mostly  by  his  own  exertions  whilst  employed  in  school- 
teaching.  He  spent  some  time  in  study  with  Dr.  Horton  of  Terry- 
town,  also  with  Dr.  Huston  of  Towanda.  He  was  a  good  student, 
a  faithful  teacher,  and  his  quiet  turn  of  mind  and  kindly  feelings 
always  gave  him  a  high  standing  among  those  with  whom  he  asso- 
ciated. He  attended  two  full  courses  of  lectures  at  the  Jefferson 
Medical  College,  and  in  March,  1838,  passed  a  successful  examina- 
tion, and  received  his  diploma.  On  his  return  from  college,  he 
commenced  practice  in  Monroeton,  his  native  village.  After  doing 
a  successful  business  there  for  a  few  months,  at  the  instance  of  many 
valuable  friends,  he  left  Monroeton,  and  located  in  Towanda.  But 
the  competition  among  the  physicians  there  was  of  an  unfriendly 
character,  and  Dr.  Mason  soon  decided  to  be  entirely  out  of  reach 
of  it,  and  an  opening  occurring  in  the  city  of  Reading  for  a  physi- 
cian and  druggist,  he  left  Towanda,  and  went  to  Reading.  He 
remained  in  Reading  about  three  years.  Soon  after  he  left  Reading, 
California  became  a  place  of  great  interest,  not  only  to  gold-dig- 
gers, but  also  to  professional  and  literary  men.  The  doctor  went 
to  San  Francisco,  and  remained  there  about  two  years.  But  his 
family  being  in  Pennsylvania,  and  his  health  failing,  he  came 
back,  recovered  his  health,  and  with  renewed  vigor  and  animation 
again  engaged  in  the  practice  of  his  profession  in  Towanda.  He 
very  soon  possessed  himself  of  the  confidence  and  respect  of  the 
great  mass  of  his  fellow-citizens,  and  attained  to  a  degree  of  emi- 
nence in  his  profession  second  to  no  man  in  the  county. 

Dr.  Mason  became  a  member  of  the  Bradford  County  Medical 
Society  in  1854.  By  his  faithfulness  and  enlightened  zeal  in  the 
cause  of  medical  education,  and  in  the  organization  of  the  medical 
profession,  he  soon  became  one  of  its  most  prominent  and  respected 
members,  and  was  elected  its  president  in  September,  1857.  He 
uniformly  attended  its  meetings,  and  as  he  took  a  lively  interest 
in  the  discussion  of  cases  and  questions  which  were  brought  before 
the  Society,  he  was  always  listened  to  with  marked  attention. 

In  private  life.  Dr.  Mason  was  kind  and  true,  temperate  in  bis  daily 
habits,  and  genial  and  pleasant  in  his  family,  among  his  friends,  and 
to  the  public;  but  he  rarely*found  time  for  idle  ta&.  He  delighted 
to  read,  and  oftentimes,  when  suffering  f^qm  bodily  fatigue,  he  would 
retire  to  bed,  not  to  sleep,  but  to  pore  over  some  new  work  on  medi- 
cine or  natural  science,  until  a  late  hour  in  the  night.  He  was  a  quiet 
thinker,  a  careful  observer,  modest  but  firm  in  his  views,  and,  wear- 
ing no  sectarian  fetters,  he  always  exhibited  a  willingness  to  prqve 
all  things,  and  hold  fast  that  which  is  good,  no  matter  from  what 
source  it  emanated.  He  despised  cant  and  pretence,  and  respected 
candor  and  sincerity,  and  he  was  ever  ready  to  accept  ideas  and 
truths  that  could  strengthen  and  encourage  him  amidst  the  trials  and 
struggles  of  professional  life.  In  the  trying  days  of  the  slave- 
holders' rebellion  in  our  country.  Dr.  Mason  was  always  a  pro- 
nounced man — ^firm  and  unwavering  on  the  side  of  liberty,  union, 
and  justice,  and  when  the  rebels  invaded  Pennsylvania,  and  draft- 
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ing  by  the  State  was  resorted  to,  he  was  selected  by  Governor 
Curtin  as  examining  surgeon  for  Bradford  County — an  office  which 
he  honored  by  a  prompt  and  faithful  discharge  of  its  duties.  His 
mild  and  equable  temper  and  purity  of  purpose  marked  him  a  repre- 
sentative man  in  his  profession — a  profession  which  he  delighted  to 
honor,  and  he  sealed  his  devotion  to  it,  with  almost  the  last  breath 
of  his  life,  in  attending  a  meeting  of  the  Bradford  County  Medical 
Society. 

Dr.  Mason's  domestic  relations  were  happy.  At  the  age  of 
twenty-four  he  married  Miss  Philyndia  Woodruflf— an  amiable  and 
accomplished  young  lady,  with  whom  he  had  been  intimately  ac- 
quainted from  childhood,  and  who,  both  as  wife  and  mother,  well 
knew  how  to  make  his  home  a  sweet  oasis  from  the  cares  and  toils 
and  perplexities  of  professional  life.  His  domestic  circle  was  inte- 
resting and  happy.  But  his  unexpected  and  seemingly  premature 
death  has  filled  it  with  the  deepest  grief — a  trying  bereavement  in 
which  the  whole  community  deeply  sympathize.  A  blank  in  the 
medical  profession  Is  left  which  cannot  easily  be  filled.  His  manly 
and  encouraging  voice  will  never  again  be  heard  in  our  meetings. 
Of  our  brother  we  must  say,  requiescat  in  pace.  Let  his  many  virtues 
be  embalmed  in  our  memories,  and  copied  in  our  lives,  so  that, 
when  the  Master  calls,  we  may,  as  he  did,  with  serene  composure 
obey  the  summons.  "A  very  large  company  of  mourning  and 
sympathizing  friends  followed  his  l^dy  to  its  last  resting-place  in 
the  cemetery  at  Towanda.  Loving  and  affectionate  friends  will 
plant  flowers  on  his  grave,  and  water  them  with  their  tears.  The 
flowers  will  fade,  and  their  fragrance  be  lost,  but  the  influence 
for  good  which  he  exerted  whilst  among  us  shall  never  cease.  Its 
fragrance  shall  continue  forever,  and  its  fruit  be  gathered  for 
eternity." 
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In  relation  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  these  counties  the  past 
year,  a  few  observations  of  my  own,  conjoined  with  a  letter  from 
Dr.  Swisher,  of  Jerseytown,  are  all  I  have  to  offer. 

That  portion  within  my  immediate  observation  has  enjoyed  an 
entire  freedom  from  epidemics.  Influenza,  which  visited  us  in  De- 
cember, 1870,  and  January,  1871,  in  a  rather  aggravated  form,  whilst 
it  was  characterized  by  more  severe  constitutional  symptoms  than 
usual,  was  generally  uncomplicated  with  severe  local  lesions,  save 
in  a  few  instances  in  which  capillary  bronchitis  formed  an  important 
feature.  In  all  cases  I  found  anti-zymotic  i:emedies  the  most  prompt 
in  arresting  the  course  of  the  disease,  in  some  cases  using  the  alka- 
line sulphites  alone,  and  in  others  (of  more  severe  character)  car- 
bolic acid  in  addition,  by  simply  impregnating  the  atmosphere  of 
the  apartment  in  which  the  patient  was  lying.  During  the  almost 
unprecedented  drought  of  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  and  early 
autumn  of  1870,  we  were  visited  with  malarial  fevers  of  the  milder 
type.  These  cases  were  mostly  of  the  intermittent  or  remittent 
varieties,  with  an  occasional  case  of  typho-malarial  or  mixed  type. 
In  a  few  cases  the  hepatic  system  was  greatly  deranged,  most  de- 
cided icterus  accompanying  the  complaint,  very  readily  yielding, 
however,  to  alteratives  in  conjunction  with  the  antiperiodic  In 
every  case  I  made  use  of  the  alkaline  sulphites  in  combination  with 
either  quinise  sulph.  or  cinchonse  sulph.;  and  after  the  paroxysmal 
character  of  the  disease  was  destroyed,  I  had  recourse  to  tr.  ferri 
chlor.  in  combination  with  either  of  the  above  antiperiodics  as  a 
tonic.  As  regards  the  use  of  new  remedies,  I  have  no  experience 
to  report.  I  still  continue  to  use  the  alkaline  sulphites  in  zymotic 
diseases  with  undiminished  confidence,  also  carbolic  acid  prepara- 
tions. 

In  the  hydrate  of  chloral  as  an  hypnotic,  I  have  a  growing  confi- 
dence. In  certain  forms  of  nervous  complaints,  I  believe  it  far 
transcends  the  effects  of  opium,  with  the  recommendation  of  being 
devoid  of  the  disagreeable  after-effects  of  the  latter  drug.  Its 
effects  are  best  described  in  the  language  of  a  patient  who  was 
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suffering  from  severe  neuralgic  pains  attending  acute  anemia. 
"  Why,  doctor,"  says  she,  "  I  feel  as  if  I  had  just  come  into  another 
world.  Such  delightful  rest,  pain  all  gone,  and  I  feel,  save  this 
weakness,  like  another  being." 

During  the  past  year  I  have  had  two  opportuhities  for  prac- 
tically testing  the  efficacy  of  alkaline  treatment  of  pseudo-mem- 
branous croup.  In  November,  1870, 1  was  summoned  to  attend  a 
little  boy  aged  three  years  and  six  months,  suffering  from  the  above 
disease  in  such  an  advanced  stage  that  I  did  not  deem  the^e  was 
any  possible  aid  for  the  little  fellow.  His  condition  was  as  fol- 
lows :  Kespiratibn  extremely  difficult  and  hurried ;  pulse  1 40  to 
150;  voice  nearly  suppressed;  cough  hard  and  ringing;  counte- 
nance extremely  pallid  and  anxious ;  in  fact,  my  first  impression 
was  that  the  case  was  moribund.  There  being  fresh  lime  at  hand, 
I  immediately  placed  a  large  piece  in  a  wooden  bucket,  and  added 
sufficient  boiling  water  to  cover  it ;  then  placed  the  bucket  beneath 
a  sheet  thrown  over  the  cradle  in  which  my  little  patient  was  lying, 
and  subjected  him  to  the  vapor  for  ten  minutes,  when,  breathing 
becoming  easier,  it  was  removed,  with  directions  to  repeat  the  pro- 
cess every  two  or  three  hours,  according  to  his  condition.  I  then 
saturated  a  towel  with  salt  water,  placed  it  around  the  throat,  and 
after  giving  the  following,  I  left  him : — 
g.— Liq.  oaloi8f|iij; 

Syr.  Ipeoao.  Jss; 

Ext.  hjosoyami  fid.  f3J  ; 

Ext.  verat.  virid.  gtt.  xxx. 
M. — Sig.    A  teaspoonful  every  three  hoars. 

On  my  visit  the  next  day  I  found  my  patient  much  better.  My 
directions  had  been  explicitly  followed.  The  cough  had  lost  much 
of  its  brassy  character;  respiration  was  much  easier;  pulse  about 
100;  and  his  condition  every  way  improved.  On  the  third  day  the 
membranous  formation  was  undergoing  disorganization,  portions 
of  tough  membrane  having  been  repeatedly  coughed  up  during  my 
absence,  and  my  little  patient  rapidly  advanced  to  convalescence, 
which,  however,  was  characterized  by  a  troublesome  cough  for 
several  days,  accompanied  with  pretty  copious  purulent  expectora- 
tion. The  other  case  occurring  in  May  last,  in  the  practice  of  my 
friend  Dr.  A.  B.  Macrea,  of  this  place,  was  treated  in  the  same  way, 
with  the  exception  of  hot-water  applications  to  the  throat,  and  also 
recovered.  In  this  latter  case  several  casts  of  the  larger  bronchi 
were  coughed  up.* 

1  This  patient,  a  little  girl  six  years  old,  the  dootor  informs  me,  had  been 
troubled  with  a  oronpy  cough  for  three  days  prior  to  coming  in  his  hands  for 
treatment,  and  was  in  an  extren^ely  prostrated  condition.    But  immediately  upon 
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Dr.  T.  J.  Swisher  writes:  "I  am  located  at  Jerscytown,  in 
the  western  portion  of  Columbia  County,  my  practice  extending 
into  Montour  County  on  the  south  and  west,  and  Lycoming 
County  on  the  north.  The  village  lies  at  the  head  of  a  valley 
formed  by  a  branch  of  the  Chelesquaque  Creek.  At  this  point 
the  valley  is  narrow,  but  as  it  takes  its  course  south,  extends  on 
both  sides  of  the  creek  until  it  becomes  several  miles  in  width, 
bounded  on  both  sides  by  a  range  of  hills  or  high  rolling  land. 
Farming  is  the  principal  occupation  of  the  inhabitants,  except  in 
the  northern  portion,  where  they  are  extensively  engaged  in  lumber- 
ing. The  locality  may  be  called  remarkably  healthy,  and  is  not 
characterised  by  any  particular  class  of  diseases.  Malarial  disease 
is  of  rare  occurrence,  and  intermittents  almost  unknown,  and  when 
we  have  them,  they  are  always  imported.  I  cannot  now  recall  a 
single  instance  of  well-marked  ague  whose  origin  could  not  be 
traced  to  importation.  Remittent  fevers  occasionally  occur.  The 
prevailing  fevers  are  bilious  and  typhoid.  During  the  past  &11  the 
former  disease  prevailed  generally,  following  an  excessive  drought. 
The  cases  were  of  an  active  type,  and  required  antiphlogistic  treat- 
ment. In  a  number  of  instances  venesection  was  resorted  to,  in 
violation  of  the  theory  advanced  by  some  of  our  latest  authors, 
but  invariably  with  good  results,  and  advancing,  I  believe,  the 
patient's  recovery  by  a  period  of  several  days.  As  bilious  fever 
prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  than  usual,  so  typhoid  was  more  rare. 
In  referring  to  my  case-book  I  find  but  five  cases  treated  during  the 
past  year.  The  plan  of  treatment  which  has  proved  most  successful 
in  my  hands  is  the  use  of  stimulants,  with  opium  and  acetate  of  lead 
to  control  the  bowels.  Depleting  measures  are  ill  borne  in  every 
case,  and  to  resort  to  them  is  to  diminish  your  patient's  chance  of 
recovery."  ..."  In  the  early  part  of  last  December,  scarlatina 
presented  itself  in  one  neighborhood.  Fortunately  it  was  localized, 
and  extended  to  only  a  few  families  in  the  vicinity.  It  was  of  the 
most  malignant  type  I  had  ever  witnessed.  Of  thirteen  cases 
treated  six  died,  one  of  whom  was  a  young  man  twenty  years 
of  age.  In  all  cases  except  one,  death  took  place  in  less  than  forty- 
eight  hours  from  the  invasion  of  the  disease.  The  vital  forces  were 
so  prostrated  by  the  poison  of  the  disease,  that  reaction  could  not 
be  established.    In  no  case  were  the  throat  symptoms  severe. 

sabjecting  her  to  the  lime  inhalfttions  her  breathing  became  easier,  and  her  general 
condition  rapidly  improyed.  The  expectoration  was  purulent  for  seyeral  days.  I 
would  also  state  that  three  other  cases  of  the  same  disease  occurred  in  this  place 
the  past  winter,  In  charge  of  another  physician.  All  were  treated  by  the  old 
method,  emetics,  etc.,  and  all  died. 
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Treatment  appeared  to  be  of  little,  if  any,  avail.  The  disease  sud- 
denly subsided,  and  did  not  again  appear  in  my  practice  until 
about  the  middle  of  February,  when  it  became  general,  extending 
over  a  large  area  of  territory.  The  disease  was  of  the  anginose 
variety,  the  throat  aflfection  being  well  marked  in  every  case,  and 
in  a  number  very  severe.  It  was  during  the  prevalence  of  this 
epidemic  that  I  for  the  first  time  tried  the  use  of  ice  internally,  and 
externally  to  the  throat,^  and  the  result  was  highly  satisfactory, 
producing  effects  equal  to  what  its  most  sanguine  advocates  claim 
for  it.  Of  over  thirty  cases  treated  all  recovered.  Three  of  them 
I  do  not  think  would  have  done  so  under  any  other  plan  of  treat- 
ment In  connection  with  the  ice  I  used  other  remedies,  such  as 
the  case  required ;  but  in  several  of  the  cases  I  attributed  recovery  to 
the  ice  regularly  and  persistently  applied.  In  those  cases  of  scar- 
latina in  which  the  throat  affection  predominates,  I  believe  it  to  be 
superior  to  any  other  treatment.  That  it  would  have  lessened  the 
mortality  in  the  cases  before  mentioned  I  cannot  believe."  .  .  . 
"  During  the  past  summer  dysentery  prevailed  to  some  extent  in 
this  vicinity.  The  cases  were  generally  severe,  though  very  amen- 
able to  treatment.  My  most  successful  treatment  was  as  follows : 
First  give  a  full  dose  of  calome],  not  of  five  grains,  but  from  fifteen 
to  thirty^  according  to  the  strength  and  vigor  of  the  patient. 
Given  in  such  doses,  calomel,  instead  of  irritating  the  sensitive 
and  inflamed  mucous  membrane,  appears  to  have  a  contrary  effect, 
and  acts  as  a  sedative,  not  only  to  the  bowels,  but  to  the  general 
system^  After  the  alimentary  canal  has  been  thoroughly  cleansed 
by  the  action  of  the  calomel,  and  especially  if  much  febrile  action 
remains,  from  one-half  drachm  to  a  drachm  of  ipecac,  is  given  at  a 
single  dose.  This  is  followed  by  opium  and  acetate  of  lead  every 
four  or  five  hours  to  control  the  frequency  of  the  stools.  If  the  in- 
dications require  it,  tannin,  bismuth,  or  sulphite  of  soda  may  be 
substituted  for  the  acetate  of  lead.  If  the  stools  continue  un- 
healthy after  thirty-six  or  forty-eight  hours,  repeat  the  dose  of 
ipecac,  and  follow  with  the  opium,  etc.  This  treatment  generally 
established  convalescence  in  from  five  to  ten  days,  and  of  twenty- 
three  cases  treated,  all  recovered  except  one,  a  child  sixteen 
months  old.  During  the  winter  season  and  early  spring  we  had 
our  usual  number  of  cases  of  pneumonia,  generally' of  a  very  acute 
character,  and  in  these  cases,  as  in  bilious  fever,  I  at  times  had 
recourse  to  the  lancet,  especially  when  there  was  great  excitement 
of  the  circulatory  system,  and  involvement  of  the  pleura.  Where 
bleeding  was  not  resorted  to,  veratrum  viride  alone,  or  in  connection 
with  tartar  emetic,  was  used,  followed  by  opium  and  quinia,  with 
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stimolating  expectorants  in  the  latter  stage  of  the  disease.     Blis- 
ters toward  the  latter  stage  are  of  great  importance,  but  in  the 
beginning  I  believe  them  to  be  an  injury.    If  used,  they  should  be 
large,  so  as  to  cover  nearly  the  whole  anterior  portion  of  the  chest. 
As  regards  the  propriety  of  bloodletting,  there  is  probably  a  greater 
diversity  of  opinion  than  concerning  any  other  mode  of  treat- 
ment.    Upon  the  whole,  the  great  majority  of  recent  authorities 
are  decidedly  against  it.    A  quarter  of  a  century  ago  it  would  have 
been  considered  scarcely  possible  for  an  attack  of  pneumonia  to 
recover  without  it.    Why  this  marked  radical  change  ?    They  tell 
us  it  is  because  an  entire  change  has  occurred  in  the  nature  of  all 
our  diseases.    They  have  lost  their  acute  sthenic  character,  and 
have  assumed  an  asthenic  form ;  and  a  corresponding  change  must 
be  made  in  our  therapeutics.    Possibly  such  may  be  the  case,  but 
I  would  ask  in  all  candor,  is  not  this  change  more  imaginary  than 
real  ?     Is  there  not  a  strong  tendency  in  the  medical  profession  to 
gravitate  from  one  extreme  to  the  other  ?     Does  not  the  history  of 
medicine  prove  the  assertion  by  showing  that  directly  opposite 
theories  have  been  promulgated  and  generally  accepted  by  the  pro- 
fession at  different  times  ?    Our  predecessors  in  the  profession  were 
eminently  a  bleeding  class.    They  bled  profusely  and  indiscrimi- 
nately, in  all  cases  and  under  all  circumstances.    It  is  said  of  them 
that  they  bled  too  much,  and  frequently  bled  their  patients  to 
death.    But,  on  the  other  hand,  may  the  charge  not  be  made 
against  us  that  we  bleed  too  little,  and  allow  our  patients  to  die  for 
want  of  it,  merely  because  we  have  not  the  moral  courage  to  em- 
ploy an  unpopular  remedy?    The  disrepute  into  which  blood- 
letting has  fallen  depends,  in  my  opinion,  not  so  much  upon  the 
fact  that  our  fathers  were  wrong  in  theory,  but  because  they  bled 
too  frequently  and  without  discrimination,  and  in  cases  not  suitable 
for  its  employment.    We,  with  our  advanced  views  on  pathology, 
and  our  increased  facilities  for   discriminating  disease,  can  and 
should  avoid  falling  into  a  similar  error,  by  condemning  this  remedy 
because  it  has  not  always  been  attended  with  success.    It  would  be 
just  as  unfair  as  to  condemn  opium  or  quinia  for  not  being  suita- 
ble to  aU  forms  of  disease.    There  are  cases  in  which  it  is  always 
applicable.    And,  in  conclusion,  I  will  say  that  in  a  number  of  dis- 
eases bleeding,  in  the  hands  of  an  intelligent  and  discriminating 
physician,  is  not  only  one  of  the  most  potent,  but.  one  of  our  most 
valuable  therapeutic  agents." 

Respectfully  submitted. 

P.  M.  SENDERLING, 

Committee, 
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The  past  year  has  not  been  characterized  by  any  very  unusual 
manifestations  in  the  diseases  of  this  county. 

The  attendance  on  the  meetings  of  our  Society  has  been  fair, 
and  considerable  interest  manifested  in  its  proceedings. 

Scarlatina  has  been  prevailing  in  different  sections  of  the  county. 
Two  cases  that  were  under  my  treatment  presented  some  interest- 
ing phenomena  in  the  development  of  the  eruption.  In  the  one  case, 
the  characteristic  rash  appeared  fully  developed  on  the  neck  and 
upper  and  lower  extremities,  while  the  body  was  free  from  eruption. 
In  the  other  case,  there  was  a  spot  about  three  inches  in  diameter 
over  the  upper  part  of  the  sternum,  a  small  spot  on  each  shoulder, 
and  the  lower  extremities,  from  the  knees  to  the  toes,  were  entirely 
covered  with  rash,  while  the  balance  of  the  body  was  altogether 
free  from  eruption.  All  the  other  symptoms  in  both  cases  were  of 
a  grave  character,  and  followed  by  dropsy.  Both  made  good  re- 
coveries. All  the  cases  that  came  under  my  observation  this  spring 
were  of  a  severe  type,  and  followed  by  some  unpleasant  sequelae, 
most  of  them,  however,  by  dropsy. 

The  treatment  had  to  be  varied  so  much  to  meet  all  the  indica- 
tions, that  a  description  would  become  too  long  for  this  report. 
The  percentage  of  deaths  was  very  small  compared  with  the  severity 
of  the  disease. 

Diphtheritis,  which  severely  scourged  this  section  of  country 
ten  or  twelve  years  ago  in  an  epidemic  form,  still  manifests  its 
presence  by  occasionally  exhibiting  all  its  former  virulence.  Dur- 
ing the  past  winter  and  spring,  it  prevailed  to  a  considerable  ex- 
tent, and  nearly  as  much  among  adults  as  children. 

The  treatment  in  my  practice,  which  gave  most  general  satisfac- 
tion in  uncomplicated  cases,  was,  in  the  beginning  of  the  attack, 
when  the  strength  of  the  patient  would  admit  of  it,  actively  anti- 
phlogistic. I  frequently  bleed  freely  (and  have  not  had  to  regret 
it  in  a  single  case),  and  follow  with  calomel  and  ipecac,  for 
twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours,  with  a  solution  of  creasote  or 
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pyroligneous  acid  as  a  topical  application,  which  usnally  not  only 
arrests  the  exudation  of  the  pseudo-membrane,  but  aids  the  excre- 
tion of  that  already  formed.  After  the  cessation  of  the  morbid 
inflammatory  action  of  the  throat,  I  give  tonics,  a  nutritious  diet, 
or  whatever  may  be  indicated  by  the  condition  of  the  system. 
This  is  the  general  treatment,  varied  of  course  according  to  the 
various  pathological  conditions  of  the  cases  met  with. 

There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  inflammatory  articular  rheuma- 
tism prevailing  in  difierent  parts  of  the  county  this  spring,  not- 
withstanding the  weather  became  warm  several  weeks  earlier  than 
usual,  and  the  air  was  unusually  free  from  moisture. 

In  obstetrics,  I  have  had  several  interesting  cases,  one  of  which 
I  will  detail :  On  the  24th  of  June,  1870, 1  was  called  to  attend 
Mrs.  S.  in  her  flfth  conflnement.  I  found  the  os  uteri  slightly 
dilated.  Everything  progressed  in  the  usual  way,  until  the  head 
was  well  engaged  in  the  pelvis  in  the  first  position.  The  expulsive 
eflbrts  of  the  patient  were  good,  but  there  seemed  to  be  some  diffi- 
culty not  warranted  by  the  apparent  relative  size  of  the  parts.  In 
about  half  an  hour,  the  head  was  delivered,  principally  by  the  ef- 
forts of  the  mother,  and  then,  by  careful  and  strong  manipulation, 
the  delivery  of  a  singular  monstrosity  was  completed.  The  head 
was  well  formed,  with  an  extra  pair  of  ears  about  an  inch  and 
a  half  in  f^ont  of  the  right  ear  proper.  From  about  the  middle 
of  the  sternum  down  it  was  double  and  entirely  separate,  having 
three  arms  and  four  well-developed  lower  extremities;  genitals 
well  formed,  both  male.  Respiration  not  being  fully  established 
after  delivery,  death  quickly  ensued.  The  mother  made  a  good 
recovery. 

L.  H.  LENHER, 

CommitUe. 
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The  following  cases  are  reported  by  Dr.  C.  C.  V.  Crawford: — 

Case  I.  Mammary  Abscess  of  Four  Months^  Duration  .Cured  in 
Twenty 4wo  Days. — Mrs.  F.,  a  robust,  hearty  young  woman,  with  first 
child  now  eight  months  old,  had,  four  months  ago,  a  mammary  ab- 
scess in  the  left  breast,  the  result  (as  supposed)  of  cold  and  insuffi- 
cient covering  over  the  upper  portion  of  the  chest.  It  was  opened 
at  maturity  by  a  neighboring  physician,  the  incision  being  made 
upon  the  outer  aspect  of  the  breast,  and  within  three-fourths  of  an 
inch  of  the  nipple.  Upon  being  called  to  the  case,  I  found  the 
breast,  which  was  naturally  very  large  and  heavy,  wholly  unsup- 
ported, much  honey-combed,  and  with  no  less  than  seven  distinct 
openings,  with  sinuses  varying  from  three-fourths  of  an  inch  to  two 
and  three-quarter  inches  in  length,  discharging  freely,  whilst  the 
original  opening,  made  higher  up  than  nature's  openings,  was  entirely 
healed  and  had  been  so  for  at  least  two  months.  Patient  complained 
of  pain,  more  or  less  constant,  and  generally  somewhat  lancinating 
in  character ;  general  health  not  materially  impaired ;  appetite  fair ; 
digestion  generally  good ;  but  the  supply  of  milk  in  the  healthy 
breast  largely  reduced,  compelling  her  to  resort  to  the  bottle  for 
about  one-half  of  the  child's  nourishment. 

Treatment  consisted  in  thoroughly  strapping  the  breast,  and 
giving  additional  support  by  the  constant  use  of  a  sling  carried 
under  the  diseased  breast,  and  over  the  opposite  shoulder ;  this  at 
once  relieved  the  pain,  and  gave  the  patient  (as  she  expressed  it) 
"  great  comfort J^ 

The  sinuses  were  compelled  to  heal  from  the  base  by  the  use  of 
tents  wet  with  a  weak  solution  of  argent,  nit.  in  glycerine  and  rose- 
water,  and  after  the  healing  process  was  fairly  started,  and  the  dis- 
charge became  healthy,  the  solution  was  changed  to  equal  parts  of 

£xt.  opii.  aq., 
Acid.  taDnici, 
Glyoerina, 
Aq.  distil. 
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The  breast  was  restrapped  several  times  daring  the  process  of 
healiDg.  This  breast  had  been  cauterized,  injected,  painted  with 
tine  iodini,  etc.,  by  the  physician  first  in  attendance,  but  owing  to 
want  of  necessary  support  no  good  results  were  obtained ;  the  phy- 
sician's patience  became  exhausted,  and  the  lady  began  to  despair 
of  ever  having  the  breast  healed.  Her  delight  at  the  steady  and 
rapid  progress  of  the  case  can  be  better  imagined  than  described. 

Case  II.  Membranoits  Croup, — During  the  last  winter,  an  epi- 
demic of  membranous  croup  visited  this  section  (southeastern)  of 
our  county,  severe  in  its  character,  and  causing  the  death  in  a  brief 
period  of  time  of  a  number  of  children  affected  with  it.  Of  thirty- 
two  cases  under  my  care  during  its  prevalence,  all  but  three  made  a 
good  recovery.  Of  these  three,  one  was  a  boy  of  seven  or  eight  years, 
whose  case  was  pronounced  hopeless  by  reason  of  the  progress  made 
by  the  disease  before  medical  aid  was  summoned.  The  second  was 
a  girl  of  sixteen  months,  who  apparently  recovered  from  the  disease, 
but  died  of  the  attendant  prostration.  The  third  case  was  a  fine, 
healthy,  rugged  boy,  who  so  greatly  improved  as  to  afford  us  all 
very  strong  hopes  of  his  recovery,  but  was  suddenly  seized  with 
alarming  symptoms  pointing  to  the  circulatory  system,  and  despite 
all  our  efforts  died.  Death  here  ensued,  I  am  inclined  to  think, 
from  fibrinous  deposit  in  the  right  side  of  the  heart,  as  has  been 
found  by  Richardson,  Tanner,  and  others. 

Treatment. — The  general  treatment  consisted  in  the  administra- 
tion of  emetics,  if  seen  sufficiently  early  (ext.  ipecac,  fl.,  and  pulv^ 
aluminis  being  generally  preferred),  succeeded  by  the  following  com- 
bination : — 

Hydg.  chlor.  mit, 

SodsB  bicarb., 

PaW.  ipecac,  comp., 

PuIt.  scilln. 

The  dose  was  proportioned  to  the  age  and  apparent  demands 
of  each  individual  case.  Inhalation  of  lime-vapor  was  also  employed 
wherever  practicable^  and  I  think  always  with  good  results.  The 
wet  sponge,  as  hot  as  could  be  borne,  over  the  larynx  was  very 
generally  employed  and  with  great  satisfaction.  If  depression 
became  marked,  spts.  ammon.  aromat.,  and  spts.  ^th.  comp.  in  com- 
bination, or  whisky,  or  brandy  and  water  was  employed,  whilst  for 
several  days  the  patient  was  made  to  subsist  upon  beef  tea  and  a 
milk  diet,  with  a  strong  solution  of  acaciae  (ice-cold)  as  the  common 
drink. 
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If  much  debility  was  apparent  after  the  case  assumed  a  favorable 
aspect,  the  use  of  a  solution  of  quin.  sulph.,  with  tr.  ferri  chlo.  or 
elix.  quin.  et  ferri  et  strych.,  was  promptly  resorted  to.  In  no  case, 
although  in  some  very  free  doses  of  hydg.  chlo.  mit.  were  resorted 
to,  was  any  marked  action  upon  the  bowels  perceivable.  The  Dover 
powder  was  not  sufficient  to  account  for  this  peculiarity. 
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Fayettb  County  was  formed  from  a  part  of  Westmoreland  in 
1783,  and  contains  824  square  miles.  It  is  bounded  on  the  south  by 
West  Virginia  and  Maryland;  on  the  east  by  Somerset  County; 
on  the  north  by  the  County  of  Westmoreland;  and  on  the  west  by 
the  Monongahela  River,  which  separates  it  from  the  Counties  of 
Greene  and  Washington.  It  is  situated  within  the  39^  north  lati- 
tude, and  in  the  3^  of  longitude  west  of  Washington.  According 
to  the  last  census,  it  contains  a  population  of  43,284.  Its  indus- 
trial pursuits  are  diversified,  with  an  agricultural  preponderance. 

Prof.  Rogers  estimates  the  geological  formations  above  the  main 
coal-bed,  as  exposed  near  Uniontown,  to  be  limestone,  sandstone, 
shale,  limestone  slate,  argillaceous  sandstone,  coal,  blue  shale,  yel- 
low limestone,  yellow  and  bluish  shale,  coal,  blue  slate,  micaceous 
sandstone,  black  and  brown  shale,  and  the  main  coal-bed  ten  feet. 
In  boring  for  oil,  in  the  valley  near  Uniontown,  the  same  strata  of 
different  formations  were  found  below  the  surface  as  are  exposed  high 
up  the  mountain  sides  at  the  same  depth  beneath  the  surface, 
showing  conclusively  that  the  mountain  range  is  an  upheaval  from 
a  plane  surface.  Uniontown,  the  county  seat,  is  952  feet  above 
tide-water ;  and  the  summit  of  Chestnut  Ridge,  commonly  called 
Laurel  Ridge,  at  the  point  where  it  is  crossed  by  the  National 
Road,  is  2412  feet,  and  the  highest  point  in  the  county  does  not 
exceed  2662  feet  above  tide-water.  Limestone  and  bituminous  coal, 
with  rich  iron  ore,  are  the  chief  geological  formations  of  interest. 

Professional  observation  for  nearly  a  quarter  of  a  century  has 
convinced  me,  that  pur  perfect  exemption  from  malarious  disease 
must  in  some  way  be  connected  with  the  carboniferous  formations 
as  utilized  in  everyday  Ufe.  Since  the  valley  of  the  Youghiogheny 
has  belched  forth  its  fire  and  smoke  from  miles  of  coke  ovens,  its 
citizens  have  been  perfectly  free  from  native  cases  of  malaria. 
Since  capital  and  labor  have  sent  to  a  western  market  annually 
over  five  hundred  acres  of  bituminous  coal  from  over  one  hundred 
coal-mines,  the  valley  of  the  Monongahela  has  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  fever  and  ague. 
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The  Youghiogheny  River  traverses  the  county  on  its  eastern 
border  for  nearly  seventy-five  miles,  and  is  a  swiftly  running  stream 
of  clear  pure  water  whose  source  is  in  the  mountain  range.  The 
Monongahela  River,  which  bounds  the  western  side,  is  a  navigable 
stream,  rendered  so  by  means  of  six  dams  and  locks  of  an  average 
height  of  fourteen  feet.  This  river  is  entirely  free  from  islands, 
and  void  of  those  exhalations  that  arise  from  decaying  vegetation 
— the  water  always  filling  the  channel  from  bank  to  bank,  and  thus 
destroying  every  vestige  of  vegetable  growth.  Contrary  to  the 
general  expectation,  the  slackwater  did  not  increase  the  tendency 
to  malarious  disease.  The  distance  between  the  above-named 
rivers,  at  the  north  border  of  the  county,  is  only  seven  miles,  whilst 
the  smaller  streams  that  make  up  the  two  rivers  beyond  the  south 
run  well  nigh  into  each  other,  so  that  the  county  is  really  a  penin- 
sula. Other  streams,  as  Redstone,  Dunbar,  George's,  and  Dunlap's 
Creek,  penetrate  the  interior  from  the  two  rivers,  and  have  a  com- 
mon origin  in  the  vicinity  of  Uniontown. 

The  Monongahela  River  at  Brownsville,  fifty  miles  above  Pitts- 
burg, is  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six  feet  above  tide-water ;  thirty- 
two  feet  above  the  same  river  at  the  junction  of  the  Monongahela 
and  Alleghany  Rivers,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  feet  above 
Lake  Erie.  The  difference  in  altitude  of  the  river  at  Brownsville 
and  Uniontown  is,  therefore,  two  hundred  and. sixteen  feet,  the 
latter  being  that  much  higher  than  the  former. 

The  Fayette  Springs,  long  distinguished  for  their  medicinal  vir- 
tues, are  situated  in  this  county,  about  seven  miles  east  of  Union- 
town,  high  in  the  mountain.  Dr.  Fuller,  of  Uniontown,  who  has 
been  familiar  with  the  medical  qualities  of  these  springs  for  many 
years,  pronounces  them  as  possessed  of  extraordinary  curative 
powers,  and  not  surpassed  by  any  in  the  United  States.  Since  the 
opening  of  the  Pittsburg  and  Connellsville  Railroad  to  Cumberland, 
a  company  is  contemplating  the  erection  of  suitable  buildings  as  a 
summer  resort,  at  the  well-known  "  Ohio  Pike  Falls,"  on  the  You- 
ghiogheny— a  site  admirably  adapted  by  nature  for  such  a  purpose, 
and  destined,  in  a  very  short  time,  to  take  rank  among  the  most 
popular  retreats  for  the  invalid  and  pleasure-seeker. 

The  county  has  long  been  noted  for  its  general  exemption  frt>m 
those  fearful  epidemics  which  are  so  terrible  to  the  physician. 
This  exemption  no  doubt  bears  a  positive  relation  to  the  influence 
resulting  from  its  geological  formation  and  its  mountain  streams  of 
pure  water.  Although  much  has  been  said  to  the  contrary, yet  our 
experience  confirms  the  belief  that  limestone  water  is  the  more  salu- 
brious. 
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From  what  little  information  we  have  been  able  to  gather,  the 
coonty  seems  to  have  been  peculiarly  free  from  epidemics  during  the 
year  1870. 

Dr.  Duncan,  of  Brownsrilley  writes:  "During  the  past  year 
Brownsville  and  vicinity  have  been  singularly  free  from  epidemic 
diseases ;  even  the  ordinary  contagious  diseases  of  children  have 
not  visited  our  locality.  In  my  own  practice  I  have  seen  a  few  mild 
cases  of  sporadic  scarlatina,  but  nothing  connected  wiUi  them  worthy 
of  remark." 

Dr.  Philups,  of  Connellsville,  writes:  "I  cannot  say  that  we 
have  had  any  extensive  and  well  marked  epidemics,  but  we  have 
had  a  few  cases  of  a  very  malignant  form  of  puerperal  fever.  These 
cases  were  confined  to  a  small  section  of  country  occupied  almost 
exclusively  by  a  community  of  miners  living  in  small  crowded  houses 
and  in  low  damp  situations.  Only  two  fatal  cases  came  under  my 
observation,  and  these  were  close  together,  both  in  point  of  time  and 
situation,  the  one  succeeding  the  other  about  two  weeks.  I  was 
not  able  to  trace,  however,  any  evidence  of  contagion,  as  other 
women  confined  about  the  same  time,  within  a  few  yards  of  the 
same  places  and  waited  on  by  the  same  physicians  and  nurses,  were 
not  affected.  But  there  was  one  fact  I  could  not  help  observing, 
and  that  was  the  tendency  to  typhoid  attacks  prevalent  in  the  com- 
munity during  this  time*  In  the  case  of  a  family  living  '  up  stairs' 
in  the  same  house  with  one  of  the  puerperal  cases  referred  to,  the 
wife  was  affected  with  a  mild  form  of  typhoid  fever,  whUst  the  nurse 
of  the  puerperal  patient  below  suffered  from  a  very  severe  attack  of 
the  same  disease,  and  also  communicated  it  to  several  members  of 
the  family  into  which  she  was  afterwards  taken  to  be  cared  for.  *■  * 

"  I  used  to  think  it  almost  useless  to  visit  my  labor  cases  a  second 
time,  and  scarcely  ever  expected  to  be  called  so  to  do,  if  I  did  not 
go  of  my  own  accord ;  but  during  this  year  I  have  attended  only  a 
few  cases  in  which  I  have  not  had  some  trouble  to  contend  with, 
usually  ushered  in  by  a  chill  followed  by  a  high  fever,  a  frequent, 
sometimes  a  strong,  and  sometimes  a  weak  pulse,  and  more  or  less 
pain  and  tenderness  of  the  abdomen.  These  symptoms  yielded 
readily  to  full  doses  of  opium,  but  some  of  the  cases  recovered 
slowly.  In  the  malignant  cases  the  symptoms  were  somewhat  dif- 
ferent. The  chills  were  followed  by  a  pulse  ranging  from  120  to 
130,  feeble  and  non-resistant  from  the  beginning,  but  the  tenderness 
was  not  so  well  marked,  indeed  sometimes  not  complained  of  at 
all,  unless  elicited  by  pinching  up  a  portion  of  the  abdominal  walls, 
and  pressing  the  opposing  peritoneal  surfaces  together.  Delirium 
was  a  prominent  symptom  from  the  first,  with  a  thick,  heavily  coated 
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tongue,  with  sometimes  a  clean  and  yery  red  edge.  In  one  case  the 
patient  had  scarcely  any  control  of  the  tongue,  and  could  scarcely 
protrude  it  beyond  the  teeth.  They  had  also  a  peculiar,  listless  look, 
and  when  questioned  seemed  sullen  and  slow  to  reply,  their  manner 
almost  leading  one  to  believe  it  was  stubbornness  rather  than  ill- 
ness. Indeed,  they  seemed  to  complain  of  remarkably  little  pain, 
giving  the  most  vague  answers,  or  saying  they  felt  badly  all  over. 
Opium  did  not  prove  so  beneficial  here  as  in  the  other  cases.  It 
seemed  to  give  them  ease,  but  did  not  allay  the  delirium  or  cause  the 
tongue  to  clean.  It  produced  perspiration,  but  no  decrease  in  the 
frequency  of  the  pulse.  I  tried  the  mercurial  treatment  to  a  certain 
extent,  but  it  did  no  better,  nor  did  bark,  stimulants,  and  counter- 
irritants  seem  to  be  of  much  benefit.  The  delirium  increased  and 
merged  into  coma ;  the  pulse  became  more  frequent  and  feeble  ;  the 
tongue  more  swollen  and  useless ;  the  stools  involuntary ;  and  slowly 
my  patients  sank  and  died,  as  they  die  of  typhoid  fever.  The  pros- 
tration was  too  great  at  the  very  beginning  to  think  of  using  the 
lancet.    I  should  as  soon  think  of  using  it  in  a  low  typhoid  attack." 

Dr.  Phillips  continues :  ^  I  wish  also  to  say  a  few  words  in  con- 
nection with  the  typhoid  epidemic.  It  began  among  the  miners  in 
the  same  district  where  the  puerperal  trouble  began.  I  might  here 
say  that  complaint  has  been  made  about  the  water  in  this  district, 
but  I  never  examined  it.  It  appears  the  old  residents  were  exempt : 
all  the  cases,  so  far  as  I  could  learn,  occurred  among  those  who 
had  only  recently  arrived.  These  carried  it  back  to  their  old  homes, 
and  in  several  instances  became  centres  of  contagion,  communi- 
cating it  to  the  other  members  of  their  families  as  well  as  to  their 
neighbors.  I  met  with  but  one  fatal  case,  which  was  that  of  a  girl 
fourteen  years  of  age,  who  had  been  brought  up  in  the  mountains. 
She  contracted  the  disease  at  the  coke-works,  returned  to  the  moun- 
tains after  suffering  with  diarrhoea  for  three  weeks,  and  then  in  addi. 
tion  was  attacked  with  cough,  bloody  expectoration,  and  other  pneu- 
monic symptoms,  became  delirious,  lost  control  of  both  bowels  and 
bladder,  and  died  in  less  than  a  week.  Three  other  members  of  the 
same  family  were  attacked  with  the  same  disease,  but  all  recovered. 
The  treatment  consisted  of  a  mild  mercurial  purgative  in  the  be- 
ginning, followed  by  an  anodyne  diaphoretic  for  a  few  days,  with 
acetate  of  lead  to  control  the  diarrhcea,  if  necessary ;  followed  by 
some  preparation  of  bark  as  a  tonic.  Stimulants  were  not  bene- 
ficial until  the  violence  of  the  disease  had  entirely  subsided." 

My  obstetrical  experience  in  I8T0  fully  corroborates  the  state- 
ments of  Dr.  Phillips  in  regard  to  the  prevalence  of  puerperal 
trouble,  and  although  I  met  with  but  a  single  fatal  case,  yet  I  had 
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more  vexation  in  attending  lying-in  women  during  the  last  year 
than  I  had  in  the  twenty  years  preceding.  I  have  always  looked 
upon  puerperal  fever  as  an  inflammatory  affection,  and  subject  to 
the  same  pathological  changes  incident  to  such  a  condition  when 
found  in  any  other  part  of  the  system.  Its  very  peculiar  symptoms 
and  rapid  progress  we  have  referred  to  the  very  extended  area  of 
surface  involved  in  metritis,  and  much  more  in  metro-peritonitis. 
Like  all  other  inflammations  it  must  be  met  with  an  energetic  anti- 
phlogistic treatment  in  the  very  onset  of  the  disease,  so  as  to 
relieve  the  congested  surface  by  resolution — ^venesection  full  and 
free  until  the  frequency  of  the  pulse  is  reduced,  followed  with  vera- 
trum  viride,  and  then  opium  and  calomel,  with  blisters  to  the  ab- 
domen. In  an  average  practice  of  twenty-four  years  I  have  only 
lost  the  one  case  referred  to  above,  and  attribute  my  success  wholly 
to  the  effect  of  early  treatment — always  preferring  to  arrest  the 
very  first  indication  of  the  disease ;  although  to  some  it  may  have 
seemed  unnecessary  and  harsh;  but  it  is  an  enemy  we  cannot  trust. 

I  am  opposed  to  stimulants  in  every  stage  of  the  disease.  In 
fact  my  faith  in  diffusible  stimulants  in  the  treatment  of  disease  is 
not  very  strong.  While  speaking  on  curative  agents  I  cannot  re- 
frain from  adding  my  testimony  in  favor  of  the  many  virtues  of  the 
veratrum  viride.  There  is  no  one  remedy  which  has  given  me  so 
much  satisfaction  in  the  treatment  of  disease.  In  all  febrile  and 
inflammatory  affections  it  fulfils  the  indications  admirably.  In 
pneumonia,  pleuritis,  nephritis,  rheumatism^  asthmia,  metro-perito- 
nitis, heart  affections,  and  in  fact  in  all  diseases  where  there  is  undue 
excitement  either  of  the  nervous  or  circulatory  system,  it  is  with 
me  a  sine  qua  non. 

Hydrate  of  chloral  is  growing  in  favor.  Dr.  Duncan  is  highly- 
pleased  with  it  in  the  treatment  of  delirium  tremens,  in  drachm 
doses.  Dr.  Smith  Fuller  administers  it  with  great  satisfaction  in 
the  treatment  of  spasmodic  asthma,  giving  it  in  ten-grain  doses 
whenever  there  is  reason  to  suspect  an  onset  of  the  paroxysm. 
Other  members  report  a  favorable  experience. 

Only  about  ten  cases  of  scarlatina  came  under  our  treatment 
during  the  past  year,  and  they  occurred  in  April  and  May,  1871- 
One  of  these  cases,  in  a  family  in  which  there  were  five  children  at- 
tacked, was  very  severe  and  well  nigh  fatal.  The  treatment  in  all 
the  cases  was  very  simple,  consisting  of  a  mild  purgative  to  regu- 
late the  stomach  and  bowels ;  veratrum  viride  to  reduce  the  pulse  ; 
cold  to  the  fauces  in  the  form  of  ice-water,  or  lumps  of  ice  held  in 
the  mouth ;  saturated  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa  as  a  gargle,  and 
sometimes  taken  internally.   By  this  means  the  disease  was  arrestpd 
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in  every  case  save  one,  in  the  inflammatory  stage.  In  the  one  case 
which  was  so  severe,  I  was  not  called  soon  enough,  and  hence  it 
advanced  to  the  suppurative  stage,  when  I  gave  cinchona  bark  in- 
ternally with  fine  effect.  I  have  long  since  abandoned  the  use  of 
the  8wab  to  the  throat,  considering  its  use  fraught  with  disastrous 
consequences. 

In  one  case  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  under  my  care  during  the 
year,  the  mass  of  pus  pointing  externally,  I  performed  paracentesis 
thoracis  between  the  fifth  and  sixth  ribs,  and  was  astonished  at 
the  quantity  of  matter  discharged  through  the  opening,  which  re- 
mained open  for  some  two  months  and  then  healed.  The  operation 
undoubtedly  prolonged  the  life  of  the  patient  by  allaying  the  dys- 
pnoea ;  but  death  was  the  final  result,  of  course. 

We  are  indebted  to  Mr.  John  Taylor,  of  Dunbar,  near  Connels- 
ville,  for  the  following  observations  of  the  weather  for  the  year 
1870. 

JNO.  8.  VAN  VOORHIS, 

CommUtee, 
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REPORT  OF  THE  INDIANA  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


J.  W.  Hughes,  M.D.,  of  BlairsTille,  Indiana  County,  in  the  absence 
of  any  report  from  the  Sanitary  Committee,  would  respectfully 
submit  the  following,  together  with  cases  reported  by  J.  L.  Craw- 
ford, M.D.,  of  this  county. 

Case  of  Melanosis^  with  brief  History. — George  K ,  aged  35, 

laborer.  Eighteen  months  ago  I  assisted  in  the  removal  from  the  left 
forearm, "  anterior  upper  third,"  a  deep-seated  encysted  tumor.  Cha- 
racter at  that  time  doubtful.  It  recurred  in  the  lower  third  of  the 
same  arm,  and  was  again  removed.  Again  recurring  at  the  elbow- 
joint,  the  arm  was  amputated  in  the  upper  third,  followed  by  a  good 
and  speedy  recovery.  The  man  was  of  healthy  ancestry ;  stout  and 
energetic;  doing  all  kinds  of  farm-work  in  its  season,  and  in  winter 
making  a  full  hand  at  digging  and  wheeling  out  coal  from  a  neigh- 
boring bank.  In  the  latter  part  of  February  of  this  year  the  patient 
was  at  my  office,  and  spoke  of  his  good  health  since  the  removal  of 
the  arm;  but  stated  that  he  now  felt  some  slight  pain  in  the  stomach. 
In  March,  Dr.  Evans  prescribed  for  him  for  some  affection  of  the 
stomach,  and  noted  a  singular,  irregular  action  of  the  heart.  About 
the  middle  of  April  the  patient  was  confined  to  his  bed,  with  severe 
pain  in  the  left  breast,  great  dyspnoea,  and  considerable  dulness  on 
percussion.  Dr.  F.  M.  McConaughy  saw  him  at  about  this  period 
with  Dr.  Evans,  and  noted  the  above  symptoms,  with  a  peculiar 
embarrassed  action  of  the  heart,  also  offensive  gaseous  eructations, 
and  occasional  vomiting, "  and  was  disposed  to  diagnose  pleurisy.'*^ 
I  was  called  to  see  the  patient  April  24,  at  which  date  respiration 
was  but  little  embarrassed,  but  the  heart's  action  could  be  heard  dis- 
tinctly  at  a  distance  of  ten  feet  from  the  patient.  Brain  siupid^ 
general  cachectic  appearance,  the  skin  having  a  doughy  or  waxy 
feel.  I  told  the  friends  that,  in  my  opinion,  he  was  already  mori- 
bund, and  to  await  the  issue,  at  the  same  time  expressing  a  desire 
that  a  post-mortem  examination  should  be  'held  in  the  case.  Ac- 
cordingly, on  the  28th  inst.,  I  was  called  for  this  purpose.  Dr. 
Evans  and  Mr.  J.  M.  Torrance  (student)  were  present.  I  made  a 
free  dissection,  exposing  to  view  the  viscera  of  the  abdomen  and 


Digitized  by 


Google 


338  BSPOBT    OP   THE 

thorax,  and  foand  plearitic  adhesions  at  two  or  three  points  on  the 
left  side;  lungs  healthy.  The  pericardium  was  filled  with  a  black 
grumous  fluid,  which  disappeared  upon  raising  the  sack,  and  again 
returned  upon  elevating  the  stomach.  This  led  to  the  discoyery  of 
a  large  opening  into  the  oesophagus,  with  tough  leathery  flaps  hang- 
ing from  the  margin  (the  remains  of  the  destroyed  walls).  The 
heart  seemed  only  aflected  externally,  and  had  a  dull  lead-colored 
appearance.  The  other  viscera,  except  the  stomach,  were  not 
aflected,  and  this  only  presented  a  congested  state  of  the  mucous 
membrane.  I  diagnosed  melanosis  of  the  pericardium,  subsequently 
involving  the  oesophagus,  as  deglutition  had  not  been  difllcult  up  to 
one  week  before  death. 

Dr.  J.  L.  Crawford,  of  Saltsbnrg,  reports  the  following  cases  of 
interest  as  occurring  in  his  practice  during  the  past  year : — 

I.  Penetrating  Wound  of  the  Abdomen;  Protrusion  of  Bowels, — 
October  16, 1870,  at  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  I  was  called  to  see  Oliver 
L.,  sixteen  years  of  age,  who  had  been  gored  by  the  horn  of  a  cow^ 
producing  a  penetrating  wound  of  the  abdomen,  situated  two  inches 
below  the  umbilicus,  and  one  inch  to  the  left  of  the  median  line. 
The  opening  was  a  transverse  one,  and  two  inches  in  length.  From 
it  protruded  about  two  feet  of  the  ileum,  together  with  the  lower 
border  of  the  omentum.  I  saw  the  patient  half  an  hour  after  injury, 
and  immediately  sent  for  assistance.  During  the  time  that  elapsed 
before  the  arrival  of  Dr.  Murray,  the  protruded  bowels  were  en- 
veloped in  cloths  wrung  out  of  warm  water;  stimulants  were 
administered,  and  warm  blankets  applied  to  the  body.  The  pros- 
tration was  very  great.  Upon  the  arrival  of  assistance,  the  patient 
was  placed  on  a  table,  and  chloroform  administered.  An  examina- 
tion of  the  bowels  showed  them  to  be  uninjured,  but  the  mesentery 
was  torn  in  three  places,  with  about  a  pint  of  blood  in  the  folds. 
After  a  careful  cleansing  from  dirt  and  coagula  the  protruded  parts 
were  returned  to  the  abdominal  cavity.  The  wound  was  closed 
with  three  sutures,  a  warm-wt^ter  compress  and  bandages  applied, 
and  the  patient  placed  in  bed.  After  rallying  from  the  effects  of 
the  chloroform  one-third  of  a  grain  of  morphije  sulph.  was  given. 

At  10  P.M.  reaction  was  fully  established;  pulse  160;  thirst 
intense ;  cold-water  dressings  were  now  applied  to  the  wound  and 
abdomen;  vomiting  having  occurred  soon  after  the  first  dose  of 
morphia,  one-third  of  a  grain  was"  again  administered,  producing 
quietness  and  some  sleep.  Ext.  verat.  virid.  fl.  was  given  in  full 
doses  once  in  two  hours,  and  morphise  sulph.  as  often  as  pain  and 
restlessness  required. 
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At  2  A.  M.  of  the  17th,  swellmg  had  taken  place,  and  the  band- 
ages were  loosened ;  the  patient  complaining  of  great  pain,  half  a 
grain  of  morphia  was  given,  and  the  verat.  virid.  and  the  cold 
applications  continued.  At  8  A.  M.  the  pulse  was  130,  and  he  had 
slept  nearly  four  hours,  but  still  complained  of  pain  and  of  the  tight- 
ness of  the  bandage ;  one-third  of  a  grain  of  morphia  was  given, 
and  the  verat.  virid.  now  used  in  less  frequent  doses.  From  this 
time  the  violent  symptoms  gradually  abated ;  but  vomiting  kept  up 
during  the  17th  and  18th,  occasionally  of  a  stercoraceous  character. 

On  the  19th  the  pulse  was  88;  there  was  no  vomiting;  the  patient 
was  comfortable,  and  took  some  nourishment.  On  the  24th,  a  waim- 
water  enema  was  administered,  and  produced  a  large  alvine  evacua- 
tion ;  on  the  25th,  a  small  dose  of  castor  oil  was  taken,  and  the 
patient  had  a  free  passage.  The  sutures  were  removed  on  the 
fourth  day;  the  wound  healed  nicely,  and  everything  progressed 
favorably  until  the  26th.  The  tumefaction  of  the  abdomen  had 
subsided,  but  pain  was  complained  of  in  the  hypogastric  region. 
No  marked  tenderness  could  be  found  in  any  part  of  the  abdomi- 
nal walls,  and  the  pain  seemed  to  be  deeply  seated.  On  intro- 
ducing the  catheter,  which  had  been  done  twice  a  day  since  he  had 
received  the  injury,  after  the  urine  passed  off,  air  passed  from  the 
catheter  for  some  moments,  making  a  perceptible  noise,  which  was 
noticed  by  persons  in  the  room  not  near  the  patient ;  this  occurred 
each  time  I  used  the  catheter,  on  the  26th,  27th,  and  the  morning  of 
the  28th.  During  the  days  first  mentioned,  the  condition  of  the 
patient  was  anything  but  encouraging.  His  appetite,  which  had 
been  good,  gave  place  to  complete  anorexia ;  the  tongue  was  darkly 
loaded ;  pulse  100  and  feeble ;  chills  and  fever  alternated.  I  con- 
cluded from  the  symptoms,  that  suppuration  was  taking  place,  and 
its  termination  was  a  matter  of  serious  apprehension  on  my  part. 
On  the  evening  of  the  28th,  a  few  moments  before  my  arrival,  a 
feeling  came  upon  the  patient  suddenly,  that  he  could  make  his 
water,  and  so  strong  was  the  desire  that  it  could  not  be  controlled 
until  a  vessel  was  procured;  consequently  a  large  amount  of  urine, 
together  with  at  least  four  ounces  of  pus,  was  voided  on  the  mat^ 
tress ;  the  urine  and  pus  were  not  mixed  as  they  would  have  been 
had  they  remained  together  in  the  bladder  for  any  great  length  of 
time.  From  this  time  onward  his  improvement  was  gradual  and 
permanent.  I  had  no  occasion  to  use  the  catheter  again  after  the  dis- 
charge of  the  abscess.  A  small  quantity  of  pus  was  voided  with  the 
urine  for  several  days.  Dec.  the  6th,  the  patient  was  able  to  walk 
about  in  his  room  with  ease  and  comfort.    At  present  date,  June, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


340  REPORT    OF    THE 

1871,  the  patient  has  entirely  recovered  his  health  and  is  going  to 
school. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  as  briefly  as  possible  a  few  of  the 
salient  points  in  the  history  and  treatment  of  this  case.  The  dis- 
charge of  gas  and  termination  of  the  abscess  are  points  of  pecoliar 
interest  as  complications  rarely  met  with.  The  abscess  was,  in 
all  probability,  situated  in  the  parietes  of  the  abdomen,  and  it 
opened  into  the  bladder  on  the  anterior  surface,  below  the  perito- 
neal covering. 

II.  Penetrating  Wound  of  the  Abdomen;  Protrusion  of  Bowels. — 
February  the  8th,  1871, 1  was  called  in  consultation  to  see  a  boy  of 
Mr.  J.,  three  years  of  age,  who  had  been  torn  by  the  tusk  of  a  large 
hog.  The  accident  had  produced  a  penetrating  wound  of  the  abdo- 
men, commencing  near  the  external  abdominal  ring,  and  extending 
upward  and  outward  two  inches  or  more.  Almost  the  entire  ileum, 
together  with  the  caecum,  and  three  or  four  inches  of  the  ascending 
colon  protruded  from  the  wound.  The  patient  was  etherized,  the 
bowels  returned,  and  the  wound  closed  by  sutures.  The  after-treat- 
ment was  about  the  same  as  in  the  preceding  case.  Recovery  took 
place  without  an  unfavorable  symptom. 

III.  Puerperal  Convulsions;  Chloral  Eydrate.^^I  was  called, 
early  in  the  morning  of  January  3d,  1871,  to  see  Mrs.  K.,  set.  20,  in 
the  seventh  month  of  pregnancy ;  found  her  in  a  severe  convulsion, 
and  that  she  had  been  vomiting  from  sick  headache  during  the 
night.  I  at  once  used  the  lancet,  and  bled  her  freely  from  both 
arms  without  any  apparent  effect  on  the  spasm.  I  then  dissolved 
two  drachms  each  of  chloral  hydrate  and  bromide  of  potassium,  and 
commenced  administering  it  through  an  open  space  on  the  side  of 
the  mouth,  where  a  tooth  had  been  extracted.  I  gave  it  slowly, 
and,  by  the  time  I  had  given  one-third,  the  jaws  commenced  to 
relax,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  the  whole  system  relaxed,  and  the 
patient  fell  into  a  quiet  sleep.  She  rested  during  the  forenoon  com- 
fortably, sleeping  most  of  the  time.  At  one  o'clock  P.  M.  she  had 
a  convulsion,  but  not  so  hard  as  in  the  morning,  after  which  I  gave 
her  one-third  more  of  the  solution ;  she  slept  soundly  until  four 
o'clock,  when  she  had  another  very  light  convulsion,  after  which  I 
gave  her  the  balance  of  the  solution,  and  no  more  convulsions 
occurred  after  that :  fearing  their  return,  I  gave  small  doses  of  the 
chloral  and  bromide  each  night.  On  the  13th,  was  called  at  noon 
to  see  the  patient;  found  her  suffering  from  labor-pains,  fretful  and 
nervous.   I  gave  her  forty  grains  chloral  hydrate,  which  at  once  gave 
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her  ease,  and  she  slept  for  a  short  time.  Two  hours  afterward,  she 
was  suffermg  no  pain,  but  felt  a  drawing  and  queer  feeling  about  her 
bowels;  fifteen  grains  chloral  was  given  every  two  hours,  which 
seemed  to  entirely  control  the  pain,  yet  the  labor  progressed,  and 
at  nine  o'clock  she  was  delivered  of  a  dead  foetus,  suffering  only 
one  pain  when  it  passed  the  mouth  of  the  vagina.  I  gave  her  thirty 
grains  chloral  after  the  labor  was  over,  and  she  had  a  pleasant 
night's  sleep.  No  untoward  symptom  occurred  afterward.  These 
remedies  seemed  to  have  a  most  happy  effect  in  this  case.  I  have 
used  hydrate  of  chloral  largely  in  my  practice  during  the  past  year, 
and  with  proper  care  and  discrimination  in  prescribing,  I  believe, 
it  will  fully  prove  to  be  one  of  our  most  effective  and  useful  thera- 
peutic agents.  In  asthma,  delirium  tremens,  convulsions,  and  hys- 
teria, it  has  with  me  proved  more  generally  effective  than  any  other 
agent.  In  some  cases  of  neuralgia,  it  has  had  a  happy  effect.  In 
infantile  spasms,  I  have  used  it  with  success  when  all  else  tried 
before  failed  to  arrest  them.  I  usually  combine  it  with  equal  quan- 
tity of  bromide  potassium,  and  give  in  doses  of  from  fifteen  to  forty 
grains,  repeated  frequently  if  necessary. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


343  REPORT   OP   THB 


REPORT  OF  THE  LANCASTER  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


I.  Causes  which  modify  the  health  of  the  County.  Previously 
reported. 

II.  Mortuary  Tables.  Materials  for  even  an  approximation  can- 
not be  obtained. 

III.  Prevalent  Diseases. 

In  answer  to  printed  circulars,  which  were  sent  to  each  member 
of  our  society,  Dr.  P.  J.  Roebuck,  of  Litiz,  reports : — 

An  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever  commenced  about  the  middle  of 
February,  1870,  and  terminated  in  July  following ;  during  which 
time  there  were  fort3^-five  cases  under  treatment,  with  the  following 
result :  recoveries,  39 ;  deaths,  6 ;  being  15.5  per  cent.  Causes  of 
death :  croup,  2 ;  prostration,  2 ;  hemorrhage,  1;  dropsy,  1 — all  fatal 
cases  occurring  under  four  years  of  age.  Twenty  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  were  followed  by  dropsy. 

There  was  no  special  treatment  pursued  in  uncomplicated  cases. 
A  saturated  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa  was  all  that  was  given, 
along  with  nutrients.  In  the  dropsical  cases,  muriated  tincture 
of  iron,  with  small  doses  of  iodide  of  potassium  and  nourishing 
diet,  constituted  the  treatment ;  and  in  active  inflammation  of  the 
kidneys,  blistering  was  resorted  to  with  good  effect. 

Pneumonia  occurring  in  several  cases,  vesicants  were  used  and 
stimulants  given.  My  observations  led  me  to  believe  that  dropsy 
was  not  caused  by  exposure. 

Four  sporadic  cases  of  typhoid  fever  were  under  m}'  observation, 
the  type  being  mild,  and  all  recovering.  It  is  my  custom  to  allow 
the  patient  a  nourishing  diet  from  the  outset.  I  seldom  give  laxa- 
tives or  cathartics. 

Answer  to  Queries. — Do  you  use  chloral  hydrate  ? 

This  medicine  has  proved  highly  useful  in  my  hands  as  a  nar- 
cotic, in  doses  of  ten  grains  to  one  drachm. 

Do  you  use  verat.  viride  ? 

I  have  used  it  for  ten  years  in  all  cases  where  an  arterial  seda- 
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live  was  indicated.  In  acute  pneumonia,  inflammatory  rheumaitism, 
and  active  congestion  or  inflammation  of  the  brain,  it  never  disap 
pointed  me,  when  given  in  doses  sujfftdent  to  reduce  the  freqtiency 
of  the  pulse  to  the  normal  standard,  I  use  Norwood^s  tincture  in 
small  and  frequently  repeated  doses.  I  consider  verat.  viride  a  most 
valuable  remedy  in  acute  inflammatory  diseases. 

On  the  first  day  of  March,  1870, 1  was  called  to  see  Mr.  Wood- 
craft, aged  46,  who  was  represented  to  be  dying  from  an  injury  pro- 
duced by  the  kick  of  a  horse.  On  my  arrival  I  found  the  patient  lying 
in  a  pool  of  blood,  in  a  comatose  state,  in  which  condition  he  had 
been  for  about  one  hour.  Upon  examination  I  ascertained  that  the 
body  of  the  lower  jaw  was  fractured,  the  fracture  being  of  the  kind 
technically  called  "  compound  complicated."  The  external  wound 
was  immediately  over  the  symphysis,  and  not  very  extensive.  The 
jaw  was  broken  on  the  right  and  left  sides,  near  the  mental  foramen ; 
the  fracture  on  the  right  side  being  transverse,  that  on  the  left, 
oblique. 

On  further  examination,  I  also  found  the  upper  jaw  and  nasal 
bones  broken ;  the  former  not,  and  the  latter  but  slightly  displaced. 
After  partial  restoration  to  consciousness,  I  succeeded  in  perform- 
ing "coaptation,"  and  secured  the  fragments,  as  I  thought,  by 
applying  silver  wire  around  the  teeth,  and  the  usual  binder's  board 
and  Gibson's  bandage.  The  following  day,  to  my  surprise,  I  found 
the  fragment  on  the  left  side  displaced  as  much  as  before  "setting 
it,"  the  posterior  fragment  being  drawn  about  three-fourths  in 
towards  the  mesial  line.  I  therefore  removed  all  appliances  and 
dressed  the  fracture  the  same  way,  but  drew  the  wire  more  tightly, 
and  applied  the  bandage  more  firmly,  repeating  this  dressing  several 
times,  only  to  fail  as  often.  I  consulted  Smith's,  Fergusson's,  and 
Gibson's  Surgeries  without  purpose,  excepting  a  description  of  a 
metallic  appliance  by  Gibson,  in  such  general  and  indefinite  terms 
as  to  be  useless,  even  with  the  assistance  of  a  first-class  instrument- 
maker. 

Under  these  perplexing  and  trying  circumstances,  and  after  fail- 
ing to  retain  the  fragments  in  their  proper  and  normal  position,  I 
undertook  to  construct  plates  from  caoutchouc,  which  effort  resulted 
in  the  production  of  an  appliance  in  every  way  satisfactory. 

I  proceeded  as  follows :  First  reducing  the  fracture,  I  held  the 
posterior  fragment  (which  always  tended  to  the  mesial  line)  in  its 
place  by  a  piece  of  wood,  of  such  a  length  as  to  bring  the  fragments 
into  exact  apposition,  wedged  between  the  molar  teeth  on  opposite 
sides  of  the  mdhth.  Next  I  took  an  impression  in  very  soft  wax  of 
the  inferior  maxillary,  from  which  a  model  was  made  of  plaster  of 
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Paris,  which  formed  the  cast  of  the  plate.  As  the  teeth  were  want- 
ing in  the  upper  jaw  (excepting  fangs),  a  similar  plate  was  also 
constructed  for  it,  so  as  to  obtain  a  solid  and  suitable  antagonism. 
Having  left  a  space  in  front  of  this  plate,  nourishment  and  liquids 
were  readily  taken. 

Without  experience,  a  physician  will  ordinarily  require  the  assist- 
ance of  a  common  dentist  to  construct  this  appliance.  The  appli- 
cation of  this  dressing  is  simple,  and  requires  but  a  moment  in  its 
performance.  The  lower  plate  is  introduced  first,  when  there  is  an 
upper,  as  in  this  case;  then  the  upper;  when  the  patient  is  re- 
quested and  assisted  to  close  his  mouth,  and  the  jaw — especially 
the  fragments — firmly  pressed  into  the  groove  made  on  the  plate  to 
receive  them,  and  the  whole  secured  firmly  by  a  Gibson's  or  Barton's 
bandage. 

The  plate  was  worn  without  much  discomfort  for  a  period  bf  four 
weeks,  retaining  the  fragments  accurately  and  effecting  a  perfect 
cure,  which  could  not  have  been  accomplished  with  as  much  cer- 
tainty of  success  by  any  other  means  within  my  knowledge. 

The  object  in  bringing  a  communication  before  this  Society  on 
this  subject  is  not  to  produce  an  exceptional  or  unusual  case,  but 
to  bring  to  its  notice  a  new,  effectual,  and  satisfactory  appliance  for 
difficult  or  complicated  cases  of  fracture  of  the  lower  jaw,  especially 
useful  where  there  is  a  constant  tendency  to  displacement.  Among 
other  advantages  of  this  mode  of  treatment  are,  facility  of  taking 
nourishment,  ability  to  converse  understandingly,  and  to  exp*el  with 
almost  the  usual  force  the  secretions  from  the  mouth  by  the  natural 
process  of  spitting.  It  also  avoids  the  displacement  of  fragments 
when  the  bandage  is  removed  to  examine  or  dress  external  wounds. 

Dr.  Alexander  Craig,  of  Columbia,  writes,  under  date  of  Feb- 
ruary 11th,  1871  :— 

We,  along  the  Susquehanna,  always  expect,  and  as  usual  had  the 
last  year,  our  full  share  of  miasmatic  diseases,  such  as  remittent 
and  intermittent  fevers.  In  addition  to  these  we  had  a  very  serious 
epidemic  of  scarlet  fever. 

We  have  had  more  or  less  scarlet  fever  during  the  entire  year ; 
but  the  disease  raged  most  fiercely  from  the  first  of  April  to  the 
last  of  June.  During  the  early  part  of  the  epidemic  it  was  of  the 
mildest  form — a  slight  febrile  excitement,  a  little  sore  throat,  fol- 
lowed by  a  rash  which  lasted  but  a  few  days.  These  cases  required 
very  little  treatment  beyond  that  of  good  nursing.  We  seldom  saw 
any  of  the  ordinary  sequelse  of  scarlet  fever,  excej^  in  children  of 
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scrofulous,  or  otherwise  unhealthy  parents.  Had  the  epidemic 
stopped  here,  we,  as  physicians,  would  all  have  been  ready  to  boast 
of  our  success;  but  the  doud  had  not  yet  broken.  After  a  short 
cessation  the  attack  was  renewed,  when  the  disease  assumed  its 
most  malignant  form.  A  child  would  complain  of  feeling  unwell, 
and  frequently,  before  the  physician  would  be  summoned,  the  little 
sufferer  would  be  in  convulsions.  When  the  disease  made  its  attack 
in  this  way,  it  usually  proved  &tal  before  the  rash  appeared  per- 
fectly. Those  who  escaped  convulsions  in  the  beginning  suffered 
most,  and  when  fatal,  usually  died  of  the  throat  affection. 

My  ordinary  treatment  was,  when  called  early,  to  give  a  grain 
or  two  of  calomel,  usually  divided  into  two  or  three  powders,  given 
at  short  intervals,  and  followed  by  a  dose  of  castor  oil.  When 
there  was  great  febrile  excitement,  as  was  often  the  case,  I  usually 
begun  with  an  emeto-cathartic ;  if  sore  throat  followed,  I  generally 
resorted  to  a  saturated  solution  of  chlorate  of  potassa,  and  where 
the  heart's  action  demanded  it,  added  a  small  quantity  of  fid.  ext. 
verat.  viride.  In  a  great  majority  of  cases,  this  ended  the  treatment. 
In  the  more  aggravated  cases,  I  resorted  to  carbonate  of  ammonia 
in  both  large  ^nd  small  doses.  I  occasionally  used  antimony,  calo- 
mel, Dover's  powders,  and  ipecac,  in  such  ways  and  quantities  as  in 
my  judgment  best  suited  my  patient.  I  also  tried  carbolic  acid,  and 
such  other  plausible  remedies  as  would  be  suggested  from  time  to 
time  by  the  journals;  but  after  all,  I  feel  free  in  saying  that  I  derived 
more  benefit  from  the  chlorate  of  potassa  in  the  throat  difficulties 
than  from  any  other  remedy.  Externally  I  used  the  tincture  of 
iodine  diluted  generally  with  an  equal  quantity  of  alcohol,  or  some 
stimulating  liniment,  or  poultices,  or  cloths  wrung  out  of  hot  or 
cold  water.  My  preference  here  was  in  the  use  of  the  iodine  or 
poultices.  To  relieve  the  fever  and  itching  over  the  surface,  I  de- 
rived most  good  from  a  complete  inunction  with  lard,  or  sponging 
with  tepid  water  and  vinegar  mixed  in  about  equal  parts.  After 
desquamation  had  advanced  somewhat,  the  rheumatic  feeling, 
together  with  the  itching  that  still  continued,  was  greatly  relieved 
by  the  hot  bath,  and  active  friction  with  cloths  wet  with  camphor 
and  whiskey. 

The  dropsy  which  sometimes  followed  was  generally  treated  with 
potas.  bitart.,  or  the  pulv.  jalap  comp.,  or  the  two  combined,  with  an 
occasional  dose  of  copaiba  and  spt.  ether,  nit.,  pleasantly  suspended 
in  mucilag.  acacisB.  This  was  my  ordinary  practice,  though  I  had 
to  vary  it  to  suit  the  case  as  I  would  do  in  any  other  disease.  As  I 
never  kept  a  separate  list  of  my  scarlet  fever  patients,  it  would  be 
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almost  impossible  to  give  a  correct  average  of  the  mortality ;  bat 
owing  to  the  mild  form  of  the  disease  during  the  early  part  of  the 
epidemic,  I  should  judge  that  it  was  about  eight  or  ten  per  cent,  of 
the  whole  number  treated. 

In  surgery  we  have  had  considerable  to  do  during  the  year,  though 
I  do  not  think  of  any  case  that  would  especially  interest  the  Society. 
My  dressings  were  somewhat  varied.  I  will  mention  a  few  cases 
simply  that  the  results  may  be  compared :  One,  an  amputation  at 
the  shoulder-joint,  was  dressed  with  a  solution  of  carbolic  acid ; 
another,  an  amputation  of  the  thigh  a  few  inches  below  the  hip- 
joint,  was  dressed  with  dry  dressing;  and  a  third,  an  amputation  of 
the  leg  just  above  the  ankle-joint,  was  dressed  with  a  solution  of  the 
tinct.  marigold  (3j  to  the  pint  of  water).  They  were  all  pretty  favor- 
able subjects,  and  there  was  not  much  sloughing  in  either  case.  In 
the  case  of  the  shoulder-joint,  recovery  was  complete  in  five  weeks, 
in  that  of  the  thigh  in  eight,  and  in  that  of  the  leg  in  three.  Whether 
the  marigold  had  anything  to  do  with  the  rapidity  of  the  recovery 
in  the  last  case  mentioned,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say,  as  the  dressing 
is  a  new  one  to  me,  and  the  patient  was  young  and  healthy,  being 
in  his  twenty-second  year,  and  strictly  temperate. 

In  obstetrics  I  wish  to  give  the  history  of  just  one  case.  About 
daylight  of  the  morning  of  March  30th,  1866,  I  was  called  to 
wait  upon  Mrs.  Z.  in  her  first  labor.  She  was  well  advanced, 
and  labor  terminated  very  soon  after  my  arrival.  Nothing  could 
have  been  more  natural  than  was  that  confinement.  About  two 
o'clock  P.M.  of  the  same  day  I  was  called  back  to  find  my  patient 
in  a  state  of  syncope.  Suspecting  the  trouble,  I  quickly  introduced 
my  hand  into  the  womb,  and  removed  a  large  quantity  of  blood. 
I  then  applied  ice  over  the  hypogastric  region,  lowered  her  head, 
and  threw  open  the  windows.  She  soon  showed  signs  of  rallying, 
when  I  administered  ergot.  I  then  learned  that  while  the  nurse  had 
gone  from  the  room  on  an  errand  during  the  morning,  Mrs.  Z.  got 
out  of  her  bed,  when  she  probably  fainted,  and  fell  on  the  floor, 
thus  notifying  the  family  that  something  was  wrong.  A  few  hours 
after,  I  found  her  as  above  stated.  Her  recovery  was  more  pro- 
tracted than  it  would  otherwise  have  been,  though  there  was  no 
further  trouble.  Her  child  died  when  a  few  weeks  old.  Though 
her  health  has  been  comparatively  good  ever  since  this  confinement, 
she  has  not  menstruated,  but  she  has  complained  of  an  unpleasant 
faint  feeling  at  about  monthly  intervals.  Fearing  some  occlusion, 
I  introduced  the  sound,  which  was  done  without  any  trouble,  and 
to  make  myself  doubly  certain,  I  again  resorted  to  the  same  instru- 
ment, a*  few  months  afterward,  with  a  similar  result.    About  three 
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weeks  ago  she  sent  for  me,  and  upon  my  arrival  stated  that  she 
had  been  suffering  greatly  through  the  night,  and  that  this  morning 
she  was  "unwell."  Judging  from  her  appearance,  I  told  her  I 
suspected  pregnancy,  and  that  she  was  threatened  with  an  abor- 
tion. While  she  had  noticed  herself  growing  more  stout  of  late, 
she  had  not  suffered  from  any  morning  sickness,  neither  had  she 
felt  any  motion  of  the  child.  Still  thinking  I  was  correct  in  my 
diagnosis,  I  prescribed  for  her  a  full  anodyne,  and  urged  her  to 
keep  perfectly  quiet.  After  about  a  week,  during  which  time  she 
was  sometimes  better  and  sometimes  worse,  I  called  my  friend,  Dr. 
Bruner,  in  consultation.  We  now  for  the  first  time  found  her  suf- 
fering regular  labor-pains,  and  upon  examination  found  a  head  pre- 
senting. At  noon  of  June  31st,  1871,  she  was  delivered  of  a  foetus 
at  about  its  sixth  or  seventh  month.  The  only  thing  unusual  in 
her  delivery  at  this  time  was  a  most  firmly  adherent  placenta,  which 
was  removed  piecemeal  with  the  greatest  difficulty. 

Believing  this  to  be  a  very  unusual  case,  I  have  reported  it  in 
full,  and  would  call  particular  attention  to  the  fact  that,  prior  to 
this  woman's  first  confinement,  she  suffered  neither  from  difficult 
nor  irregular  menstruation,  and  since  that  time,  though  she  has 
enjoyed  ordinary  health,  there  has  been  entire  cessation  of  the 
menses;  and  notwithstanding,  after  a  lapse  of  nearly  five  years,  she 
is  delivered  of  a  child  almost  at  full  term. 

Dr.  A.  Shellee,  of  Mt.  Joy,  April  13, 1871,  says: — 
I  am  not  able  to  furnish  the  exact  number  of  cases  treated,  but 
give  it  as  nearly  as  I  can  after  looking  over  my  books.  To  the  first 
question — What  diseases  prevailed  most  extensively  during  th^  past 
year  ? — Pneumonia,  Diphtheria,  Scarlatina,  Cholera  Infantum,  and 
Diarrhoea.  Pneumonia  last  spring,  again  during  the  winter — adults 
and  children  ;  had  some  severe  cases ;  all  recovered  under  the  usual 
treatment.  I  used  tartar  emetic  during  the  first  period  pretty  freely  in 
adults ;  blisters  sometimes  and  then  expectorants ;  used  the  lancet  in 
two  cases ;  the  cases  were  of  all  ages,  and  about  an  equal  number  of 
each  sex.  Of  diphtheria  quite  a  number  of  children ;  out  of  fifty, 
two  died,  equal  to  four  per  cent. ;  this  disease  prevailed  as  an  epi- 
demic, and  at  the  time  quite  a  number  of  grown  persons  suffered 
from  soreness  of  the  throat  of  a  diphtheritic  type,  which  yielded 
readily  to  gargling  with  chlorate  of  potassa  in  solution,  and  the 
same  taken  internally ;  the  same  course  was  pursued  with  children, 
and  in  quite  a  number  of  cases  I  used  muriated  tincture  of  iron 
internally. 
Scarlatina  prevailed  also ;  I  had  about  sixty  cases,  nearly  all  of 
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the  mildest  type;  two  deaths,  not  qaite  foar  per  cent.;  the  children 
that  died  were  young,  under  three  years;  five  of  the  scarlatina 
patients  were  adults  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-five  years  of  age ; 
all  females.  My  treatment  of  this  disease  was  to  have  them  washed 
well  an  over  with  warm  water  and  soap,  wiped  dry,  and  dressed  in 
clean  clothes  and  put  in  bed ;  the  patient,  relieved  of  that  stinging 
and  burning  sensation  in  the  skin,  would  soon  &11  asleep,  and  the 
eruption  would  soon  appear;  this  washing  was  repeated  about 
every  six  hours  for  the  first  two  days,  then  but  once  or  twice 
in  the  twenty-four  hours ;  chlorate  of  potassa  was  used  internally, 
also  as  a  gargle ;  in  some  cases  cathartic  medicines  were  required ;  in 
one  case  I  tried  the  ice  treatment.  I  prefer  the  warm  bath  andsoap, 
and  think  that  I  have  been  as  successful  with  it  as  Dr.  Corson  ever 
was  with  the  ice]  I  have  used  it  now  for  thirty-six  years  with  such 
satisfactory  results  that  I  could  hardly  be  persuaded  to  lay  it  aside 
in  the  treatment  of  scarlatina  or  rubeola. 

Cholera  infantum  and  diarrhoea  yielded  readily  to  the  common 
course ;  no  deaths.  You  ask,  do  you  use  digitalis,  veratrum  viride, 
or  hydrate  of  chloral?  I  do,  but  not  to  a  very  great  extent.  Ve- 
ratrum viride  I  use  in  fevers,  or  where  there  is  great  arterial  excite- 
ment ;  I  believe  it  is  a  sure  antidote  to  opium  poisoning.  Some  two 
months  ago,  I  was  called  upon  in  the  night  by  a  person  who  wished 
me  to  give  him  something  for  his  wife,  who  he  said  was  suffering 
with  severe  pain  in  her  bowels;  I  gave  him  five  powders,  each  con- 
taining ^  of  a  grain  of  sulphate  of  morphia,  directing  him  to  give  one 
as  soon  as  he  got  home ;  then,  if  not  relieved,  another  in  two  hours, 
and  after  that  one  every  six  hours,  if  needed.  He  did  not  follow  the 
directions,  but  gave  her  a  powder  every  two  hours,  until  she  had 
taken  all ;  left  home  after  breakfast,  and  in  about  an  hour  came 
back  to  see  his  wife,  and  found  her  in  a  deep  stupor ;  he  was  alarmed 
and  came  for  me ;  I  was  also  alarmed  when  I  found  he  had  given  all 
the  medicine  in  that  short  time ;  I  went  with  him  and  found  her  in 
such  a  stupor  that  I  could  hardly  get  her  to  open  her  eyes  or  utter  a 
word.  I  then  gave  her  five  drops  of  Tilden's  fluid  extract  of  verat. 
viride,  which  I  repeated  every  fifteen  minutes,  and  at  the  end  of  an 
hour  she  began  to  show  signs  of  returning  consciousness;  I  then  gave 
her  another  portion,  in  all  thirty  drops.  In  a  few  hoars  she  was  as 
bright  as  if  nothing  had  happened  to  her;  I  use  chloral  hydrate 
(whose  preparation  I  cannot  say)  generally  with  a  good  result.  I 
have  given  it  to  quite  small  children,  and  so  fkr  like  it  Very  well  as 
a  remedy  for  that  periodical  colic  that  small  children  are  troubled 
with  during  the  first  five  or  six  months  of  their  existence. 
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In  my  own  practice,  in  Mount  Joy  and  vicinity,  an  epidemic 
of  scarlatina,  diphtheria,  and  a  disease  termed  by  nosologists 
rubeola  sine  catarrko^  commenced  early  in  the  winter  of  1869  and 
18T0,  and  has  prevailed,  with  short  intervals  of  abatement,  to  the 
present  time.  May,  18T1.  The  number  of  cases  of  each  disease 
that  came  under  my  observation,  as  specified  in  the  following  table, 
were  all  well  marked,  and  many  of  them  severe — ^none  that  could 
not  be  well  determined  were  included ;  many  cases  of  sore  throat, 
with  slight  febrile  symptoms ;  others,  with  the  appearance  of  a  rash, 
and  only  slight  derangement  of  the  system,  were  not  deemed  worthy 
of  note.  I  would  here  take  the  liberty  to  remark  that  the  diflTerence 
of  results  in  treatment  in  many  instances  doubtless,  can  be  traced 
to  the  fact,  that,  in  making  a  report,  a  mere  estimate  is  made ; 
others  make  a  note  of  every  trivial  complaint  during  the  prevalence 
of  an  epidemic,  thus  increasing  the  number  of  recoveries,  and  de- 
creasing the  percentage  of  mortality;  such  reports  are  of  little 
value. 
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The  causes  of  death  in  scarlatina  were,  from  convulsions,  2; 
dropsy,  1 ;  and  exhaustion,  1.  In  diphtheria,  from  hemorrhage,  T ; 
croup,  7 ;  convulsions,  1 ;  and  exhaustion,  2. 

The  ages  of  those  attacked  ranged  from  one  to  twenty  years, 
with  a  few  exceptions.  One  case  of  scarlet  fever  occurred  in  an  old 
lady,  aged  seventy;  though  the  attack  was  mild,  she  had  well- 
marked  symptoms  of  sore  throat,  fever,  eruption,  and  desquama- 
tion of  cuticle,  followed  by  dropsical  effusion ;  her  recovery  was 
perfect,  though  somewhat  protracted. 

Treatment. — Scarlatina :  When  necessary,  the  bowels  were  opened 
with  a  mild  cathartic;  arterial  excitement  was  allayed  with  veratrum 
viride.  A  saturated  solution  of  the  chlorate  of  potassa  was  used 
internally,  and  as  a  gargle ;  inunction  with  lard,  once  or  twice  in 
the  twenty-four  hours,  with  the  free  use  of  ice  or  ice-water  to  allay 
thirst,  gave  the  most  effectual  relief.  After  the  febrile  symptoms 
abated,  and  desquamation  commenced,  a  generous  diet  was  allowed. 

In  the  treatment  of  diphtheria,  I  have  made  use  of  potassa 
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chloras;  tinct.  ferri  cblor.;  acid.  carboL;  Ice;  qninia;  and  stimu- 
lants. I  prefer  the  following :  mild  cathartics  when  indicated,  with 
yerat.  virid.  to  subdue  arterial  excitement ;  a  saturated  solution 
of  chlorate  of  potassa  in  one  to  two  drachm  doses,  with  ten  to 
thirty  drops  of  muriated  tincture  of  iron  every  three  hours,  accord- 
ing to  age,  taking  care  to  support  the  system  with  a  generous  diet. 
In  the  treatment  of  rubeola  sine  catan'ho^  little  need  be  said,  as 
the  disease  was  generally  of  a  mild  character,  and  yielded  readily 
to  proper  nursing. 

In  my  obstetrical  practice,  the  following  unusual  case  occurred : — 

May  18, 1871.  Mrs.  B.,  pregnant  with  her  tenth  child,  sent  for  me 
on  the  morning  of  the  above  date.  I  found  her  in  labor  with  strong 
expulsive  pains,  which,in  a  few  moments  after  my  arrival,  terminated 
in  the  biilh  of  a  living  child  at  eight  months.  After  separating  the 
cord,  and  waiting  a  short  time,  forcible  uterine  contractions  re- 
turned, and  were  followed  by  the  expulsion  of  the  placenta,  and  a 
second  foetus  with  its  placenta;  this  one,  though  undecomposed, 
must  have  perished  at  about  its  fifth  month ;  it  was  compressed  as 
if  subjected  to  pressure  between  two  flat  surfaces.  Though  the 
dead  foetus  may  have  been  the  cause  of  the  premature  expulsion  of 
its  living  fellow,  yet  it  certainly  did  not  interfere  with  its  proper 
development  during  at  least  three  months  of  gestation.  Mrs.  B. 
suffered  nothing  unusual  in  her  health,  and  made  a  good  recovery; 
her  child  is  living  at  the  present  time,  but  extremely  feeble. 

Hydrate  of  chloral  has  proved  highly  serviceable  in  many  cases 
where  a  pure  hypnotic  is  indicated.  In  two  cases  of  mania  a  potu^ 
treated  with  it,  the  relief  was  so  prompt  and  decided,  that  it  may 
be  classed  almost  as  a  specific  in  such  cases. 

On  the  use  of  veratrum  viride  I  have  nothing  new  to  oflTer,  and 
would  simply  say  that  my  experience  with  it  has  been  such  that  it 
has  become  an  indispensable  article  in  my  practice.  I  use  Tilden's 
fluid  extract  in  the  following  formula : — 

1^.— Ext  verat.  Tirid.  fld.  fgj ; 
Spt  eether.  nit  f^ig ; 
Syr.  simp.  fgss. — M. 

Eight  drops  contain  one  drop  of  the  fluid  extract.  The  dose  can  be  r^pilated 
as  desired. 

Dr.  B.  Leaman  reports  the  following  case  of  epilepsy  treated 
with  hydrate  of  chloral : — 

On  the  9th  of  June,  1869,  I  was  called  to  see  Clara  McG., 
aged  eleven  years,  who  was  just  recovering  from  what  seemed 
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to  be  a  slight  paroxysm  of  epUepsy.  This  was  the  first  attack. 
She  had  been  from  infancy  a  healthy  child,  aid  upon  exami- 
nation I  could  discover  no  symptoms  indicating  any  serious  dis- 
turbance of  her  general  health,  except  this  slight  paroxysm. 
Inferring,  from  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  that  the  epileptic 
spasms  arose  most  probably  from  reflected  morbid  action  of  some 
irritating  substance  in  the  stomach  or  bowels,  I  gave  a  gentle 
aperient.  Upon  calling  the  next  day  I  was  told  that  she  had  had 
daring  the  night  another  paroxysm.  After  two  months'  treatment 
with  the  remedies  most  approved  by  our  best  authorities,  the  fre- 
quency and  violence  of  the  attacks  continued  unabated.  At  this 
time  the  patient  was  put  into  the  hands  of  another  physician,  who 
attended  her  about  six  months  without  any  change  in  her  disease. 
At  length  he  abandoned  her  case,  and  on  November  80th,  1870,  she 
was  again  placed  under  my  care,  suffering  with  ulceration  of 
the  throat.  At  this  time  her  parents  informed  me  that  she  had  not 
passed  a  day  since  the  first  epileptic  spasm,  January  7th,  1867, 
without  the  occurrence  of  one  or  more  paroxysms.  In  a  few  days 
the  ulceration  of  her  throat  subsided,  but  this  was  followed  by  a 
high  degree  of  nervous  irritability,  and  increased  frequency  and 
violence  of  convulsions.  Ordered  hydrate  of  chloral  gr.  x  every  six 
hours,  with  the  view  of  diminishing  the  excitability  of  the  brain ;  this 
was  on  December  2d,  1870.  Called  next  day  and  found  the  patient 
tranquillized;  had  a  good  night's  rest,  without  any  paroxysm.  This 
was  the  first  period  of  twenty-four  hours  which  she  had  passed 
without  a  convulsion  for  the  last  eighteen  months.  Continued 
chloral  gr.  x  every  six  hours  until  December  7th,  1870.  As  the 
convulsions  had  now  entirely  disappeared,  as  well  as  the  nervous 
irritability,  ordered  chloral  gr.  x  only  at  bedtime.  January  13th, 
1871,  no  return  of  convulsions;  ordered  hyd.  chloral  gr.  v  at  bed- 
time. February  9th,  1871,  she  is  now  taking  the  same  dose,  and 
to  all  appearances  the  epileptic  habit  is  broken  up.  As  I  did  not 
find  it  necessary  to  give  any  remedy,  I  simply  directed  care  in 
diet. 
\ 

Dr.  A.  C.  Treichler,  of  Elizabethtown,  submits  the  following  on 
diphtheria : — 

We  have  had  an  epidemic  of  this  disease  in  our  section  since 
June,  1870;  during  that  month  it  prevailed  extensively,  abating 
somewhat  during  July  and  August,  but  making  its  appearance  again 
during  September  and  October,  and  continuing  in  a  mild  form,  with 
little  abatement,  to  the  present  time,  April,  1871 ;  but  not  ceasing 
at  any  time  for  one  week.    It  attacked  old  and  young  alike;  not, 
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however,  proving  fatal  in  adult  cases  in  my  own  practice,  though 
there  were  several  deaths  in  the  vicinity.  That  the  disease  is  con- 
tagious there  is  not  the  least  doubt ;  for,  when  one  member  of  a 
family  was  attacked,  the  rest  would  follow  in  rapid  succession — the 
same  as  in  scarlatina  or  rubeola.  Persons  visiting  those  families 
would  soon  be  attacked,  thus  spreading  the  disease.  It  does  not 
seem  to  be  self-protecting,  some  of  my  patients  taking  it  the  second 
and  third  time,  and  some  that  had  it  six  or  eight  years  ago  took  it 
again.  Children  nursing  at  the  breast  nearly  all  escaped  the 
disease ;  though  the  mothers  had  it,  and  nursed  the  children.  In 
one  family  three,  and  in  another  two,  died,  the  babes  escaping, 
while  the  rest  of  the  family  suffered.  The  few  infants  that  were 
attacked,  died. 

The  disease  generally  commenced  with  pain  in  the  back  and  limbs ; 
severe  headache ;  chills,  alternating  with  flushes  of  heat ;  flashed 
face,  with  high  fever ;  wild  and  distressed  countenance.  The  fever 
usually  subsided  in  twenty-four  or  forty-eight  hours,  rarely  con- 
tinuing during  the  course  of  the  disease.  In  some,  the  only  symp- 
toms were  soreness  of  the  throat,  with  inability  to  swallow  food ;  in 
others  external  swelling  in  addition.  In  the  early  stage,  the  throat 
would  be  found  inflamed,  and  the  mucous  membrane  highly  con- 
gested. As  the  disease  progressed,  yellow  patches  of  a  tough  and 
tenacious  character  appeared,  adhering  firmly  to  the  membrane  of 
the  throat,  changing  to  an  ash  color,  and  finally  assuming  a  dark 
brown  or  almost  black,  with  the  appearance  of  gangrene,  and 
becoming  very  oflTensive.  Some  had  a  slight  cough  at  first,  develop- 
ing into  a  regular  diphtheritic  croup ;  not  one  case  having  recovered 
that  was  complicated  with  croup,  nor  any  in  this  vicinity,  to  my 
knowledge.  Of  all  the  fatal  cases  there  were  but  two  that  did  not 
have  croup. 

Treatment — This  was  somewhat  varied  in  character.  At  first, 
if  the  bowels  were  soluble,  mild  cathartics  were  employed;  during 
the  febrile  state  a  formula  of  Dr.  Ziegler's,  as  follows,  was  used : — 

1^.— Ext.  verat  virid.  fld.  (Tilden'e),  f3j ; 
Spt  ostberis  nitros.,  f^li ; 
Syr.  simp.,  fgss.    M. 
Sig.  Twentj-foar  drops  every  three  hours  to  adults. 

Tinct.  ferri  chlor.  and  potasses  chloras,  in  sage  tea,  left  to  cool,  was 
used  as  a  gargle  every  two  hours,  and  a  small  portion  of  it  swal- 
lowed ;  to  children  who  could  not  gargle  teaspoonful  doses  of  the 
same,  sweetened,  were  directed  to  be  given,  every  two  or  three  hours. 
Small  doses  .of  quinia,  beef-tea,  and  plenty  of  milk  were  given  dur- 
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ing  the  whole  course  of  the  disease.  Applications  to  the  false  mem- 
brane were  made  with  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver;  with  carbolic  acid, 
gr.  X  to  3j  of  glycerine,  or  with  tannic  acid,  gr.  xx  to  3j  of  glycerine, 
by  means  of  a  camePs-hair  pencil.  For  external  applications  I 
have  used  volatile  liniment,  ungt.  cantharides,  sinapisms,  turpen- 
tine, and  old  bacon. 

Fifteen  cases  were  treated  with  veratrum  viride,  tinct.  ferri  chlor., 
and  chlorate  potassa  solutions ;  bacon  in  some  and  turpentine  in 
others,  externally ;  and  the  solid  nitrate  of  silver  applied  directly 
to  the  throat.    Twelve  recovered ;  three  died. 

Fifty  cases  were  treated  the  same  as  the  first  fifteen,  with  the 
exception  of  lunar  caustic;  and  using  instead  carbolic  acid  and  gly- 
cerine, according  to  formula  given,  every  three  or  four  hours,  ap- 
plied with  a  hair  pencil.     Forty  recovered;  ten  died. 

One  hundred  and  twenty  cases  were  treated  with  the  tannic  acid 
in  place  of  the  caustic  and  carbolic  acid ;  the  other  treatment  the 
same.    One  hundred  and  thirteen  recovered;  seven  died. 

The  remaining  fifty-eight  cases  treated  were  mild,  and  yielded 
readily  to  the  general  treatment,  not  having  to  make  any  applica- 
tions directly  to  the  affected  part. 

In  the  cases  of  croup  I  used  emetics,  calomel,  inhalations  of 
lime,  counter-irritants,  warm  bath,  in  fact  almost  anything,  with- 
out avail. 

Total  number  of  cases  treated,  243 ;  number  recovering,  223 ; 
number  proving  fatal,  20 ;  per  cent,  of  mortality,  8. 

Males.  FemalM.  Total. 

Number  of  oases  under  1  year     ....    8           1  4 

*•            ««     from  1  to    2  years    ...    2           1  8 

"           "              2   «*    5     "...    6           4  10 

**           "              5   **  10     "      .        .        .                 8  8 

>  Total  number  of  each  sex  .        .  11  9  20 

Diphtheria  and  scarlatina  prevailed  very  extensively  in  the  north, 
em  portion  of  the  county,  proving  fatal  in  many  instances;  but 
having  no  data  or  report  from  that  section,  no  details  can  be  given. 

J.  L  ZIEGLER, 

Committee, 
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REPORT  OF  LUZERNE  CODNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Luzerne  County,  during  the  past  year,  has  been  exempt  from  epi- 
demic disease  to  a  remarkable  degree.  That  portion  of  the  county 
situated  along  the  Susquehanna  and  Lackawanna  rivers,  as  well  as 
some  more  elevated  portions  adjacent  to  the  numerous  ponds  found 
in  different  portions  of  the  county,  are  subject  to  an  annual  invasion 
of  autumnal  intermittent  and  remittent  fevers.  The  last  summer 
and  autumn  were  unusually  hot  and  dry,  probably  exceeding  in 
these  respects  any  season  hitherto  known  to  the  inhabitants.  Yet, 
contrary  to  what  was  generally  anticipated,  comparatively  few 
cases  of  malarial  fever  occurred  in  these  localities.  These  were 
generally  of  a  mild  character,  and,  with  few  exceptions,  yielded 
readily  to  quinia. 

During  the  summer  of  ISTO  numerous  cases  of  cholera  infantum 
occurred  in  the  more  densely  populated  portions  of  the  county. 
Its  principal  ravages  were  among  the  children  of  the  mining  popu- 
lation and  the  poorer  classes  of  the  larger  towns.  Its  prevalence 
was  mainly  attributable  to  improper  nutrition  and  long-continued 
and  excessively  high  temperature.  The  treatment  generally  adopted, 
and  which  seemed  to  be  most  satisfactory  in  its  results,  con- 
sisted of  such  articles  as  bismuth,  chalk,  Dover's  powder,  with 
camphor  and  mild  astringents.  In  localities  where  malarial  disease 
was  prevalent,  quinia  was  found  an  important  auxiliary.  A  change 
of  location,  particularly  removal  to  a  more  elevated  region  and  a 
purer  atmosphere,  was  attended  with  much  benefit.  Unfortunately 
this  measure  was  usually  impracticable  among  the  classes  most 
subject  to  the  disease. 

Typhus  fever  is  very  seldom  seen  in  any  part  of  this  county.  A 
mild  form  of  typhoid  is  not  uncommon  in  the  towns,  especially  the 
larger  ones.  It  is  most  frequently  met  with  during  the  winter 
months,  but,  with  judicious  management,  is  seldom  fatal.  It  would 
be  difficult  to  say  what  course  of  treatment  has  been  found  most 
successful  in  this  disease,  since  a  large  proportion  of  cases  recover 
under  the  most  diverse  and  opposite  methods.  Several  cases,  how- 
ever, have  been  noted  in  which  active  catharsis,  especially  that 
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produced  by  podophyllin — a  favorite  remedy,  and  one  indiscrimi- 
nately administered  by  the  so-called  Eclectics — has  either  greatly 
retarded  recovery  or  led  to  a  fatal  termination  of  the  disease.  An 
exhausting  diarrhoea,  in  the  later  stages  of  the  disease,  or  a  fatal 
hemorrhage  from  the  bowels,  is  believed  to  be  an  occasional  result 
of  the  too  free  administration  of  irritating  cathartics.  Mild  laxa- 
tives, tonics,  arterial  sedatives,  and  sudorifics,  applied  according 
to  the  varying  indications  of  each  particular  case,  seem  the  most 
efficient  means  of  conducting  this  disease  to  a  favorable  termination. 
Baths,  when  availably  of  a  temperature  somewhat  lower  than  the 
body,  have  also  been  found  very  useful. 

Very  few  cases  of  smallpox  have  occurred  in  this  county  during 
the  past  year.  This  exemption  is  doubtless  due  to  the  fact  that 
vaccination  has  been  almost  universal  among  the  inhabitants — 
both  native  and  foreign  born. 

Measles  occurred  in  most  of  the  thickly  populated  portions  of 
the  county.  The  number  of  cases  has  been  large,  but  the  character 
of  the  disease  has  generally  been  mild. 

Scarlatina  has  occurred  in  almost  every  section  of  the  county, 
varying  much  in  severity  in  different  cases  and  localities,  but 
seldom  evincing  a  marked  malignancy  of  character.  In  addition 
to  the  better-known  remedies  the  sulpho-carbolate  of  soda  has 
been  nsed  with  very  satisfactory  results  in  the  treatment.  I  take 
this  occasion  to  strongly  recommend  its  use  to  those  practitioners 
who  have  not  yet  tested  its  efficacy  in  the  treatment  of  this  disease. 
In  about  thirty  cases  of  scarlatina  of  average  severity,  I  have 
relied  almost  exclusively  upon  this  article,  and  have  been  highly 
gratified  with  the  results.  To  a  child  of  three  years  of  age  I  would 
give  one  and  a  half  to  three  grains  every  two  hours  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  more  severe  symptoms  of  the  disease.^  It  is  gene- 
rally readily  taken  by  the  patient  and  well  tolerated  by  the  stomach 
when  thus  prepared. 

B.. — SodsB  suTpbo-carbolat.  5'j » 
Aqu88  pune  l^'v; 

Syr.  aurant.  cort.  fgij. — M. 

Sig.     A  teaspoonful  to  be  given  once  in  two  to  four  bours. 

Dr.  Underwood,  of  Pittston,  informs  me  that  an  unusual  amount 
of  sickness  has  occurred  in  that  vicinity  during  the  past  year. 
Excepting  typhus  fever  and  smallpox,  most  of  the  diseases  which 

>  For  a  more  particular  account  of  tbe  nature  and  effects  of  tbis  drug  I  would 
refer  the  reader  to  BtaWa  Archives  of  Medicine^  No.  xvii. 
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ordinarily  occur  in  this  latitude  have  made  their  appearance  there ; 
and  yet  the  ratio  of  mortality  has  been  very  low.  Dr.  Underwood 
says:  ^^In  the  treatment  of  acute  rheumatism  I  rely  chiefly  on 
iodide  of  potassium  and  colchicum.  I  have  used  propylamin  in 
numerous  cases,  but  have  found  very  little  satisfaction  in  its  results, 
especially  in  the  chronic  or  subacute  form  of  the  disease.  I  must 
confess  I  have  been  very  much  disappointed  in  its  use."  In 
regard  to  the  use  of  hydrate  of  chloral,  he  writes:  "It  has  not 
proved  as  effectual  as  I  had  expected  from  its  recommendations. 
Its  effects  have  seemed  hypnotic,  but  not  narcotic  The  patient 
would  sleep,  but  would  awaken  restless  and  with  the  nervous  system 
disturbed.  In  giving  it  in  doses  large  enough  to  produce  sleep — 
say  from  twenty  to  thirty  grains — the  patient  complains  very  much 
of  its  unpleasantness.  I  have  found  it  in  cases  not  suffering  pain, 
and  only  requiring  an  hypnotic,  to  act  very  satisfactorily. 

Two  cases  of  hydrophobia  have  occurred  in  this  county  during 
the  present  season,  both  resulting  fatally.  The  first  occurred  at 
Hazelton.  The  patient  was  a  child  recently  bitten  by  a  rabid  dog. 
An  authentic  and  particular  account  of  this  case  has  not  been 
received  by  the  committee.  The  second  case  occurred  in  Coalville 
in  the  latter  part  of  May.  The  patient,  a  laborer,  twenty-one  years 
of  age,  was  bitten  in  the  hand,  four  years  ago,  by  a  dog  not  then 
known  to  be  rabid,  but  which  was  soon  afterwards  killed.  The  wound 
healed  in  due  time,  and  the  patient  had  long  since  ceased  to  feel  any 
apprehensions  of  danger.  During  the  past  year,  however,  painful 
sensations,  accompanied  by  slight  redness  and  swelling,  were  at 
times  experienced  at  the  seat  of  the  wound,  finally  culminating  in  a 
well-marked  attack  of  hydrophobia,  of  which  the  patient  died  on 
the  second  day  of  the  disease. 

In  regard  to  surgical  practice,  a  very  large  proportion  of  the 
cases  treated  in  this  county  are  the  results  of  accidents,  occurring 
in  the  coal-mines  and  on  the  numerous  railroads  used  in  the  trans- 
portation of  coal.  These  injuries  are  generally  of  a  very  severe 
character,  many  of  them  resulting  fatally,  and  a  large  proportion  of 
them  requiring  capital  operations.  Besides  the  more  ordinary 
surgical  operations,  three  cases  of  ovariotomy  have  been  per- 
formed during  the  past  year  by  surgeons  of  this  county.  Dr. 
W.  F.  Dennis  and  Dr.  N.  Davis,  of  Wilkesbarre,  and  Dr.  O'Mal- 
ley,  of  Pittston,  have  each  performed  this  formidable  operation. 
Dr.  Davis's  case  resulted  favorably.  The  others  terminated  fatally. 
Dr.  Davis  sends  the  following  notes  in  regard  to  the  case  operated 
on  by  himself:  "  The  patient  was  a  native  of  Wales,  aged  thirty- 
five  years.      Four  months  previously  she  had  given  birth  to  a 
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strong,  healthy  child ;  she  was  attended  in  her  confinement  by  a 
midwife.  Five  weeks  afterward,  an  unusual  distension  of  the  abdo- 
men being  noticed,  she  called  in  a  physician  who  treated  her  vigo- 
rously for  ascites.  On  visiting  her,  I  found  the  abdomen  greatly 
distended  with  what  seemed  a  polyc^'stic  tumor  of  the  right  ovary ; 
the  lower  portion  of  the  tumor  seemed  firm  or  nearly  solid,  while 
the  upper  portion  was  fluctuating.  I  tapped  her  twice,  about  three  . 
inches  above  the  umbilicus,  previously  to  operating,  and  removed, 
the  first  time,  twenty-eight  pounds;  the  second  time,  twenty-two 
pounds  of  fluid;  the  last  tapping  was  three  days  before  the  opera- 
tion. March  26th,  assisted  by  Drs.  Dennis,  Mayer,  Washburn, 
Crawford,  Rothrock,  Murphy,  and  Bulkeley,  I  first  made  an  incision 
about  four  inches  long,  and  emptied  numerous  cysts  with  the  trocar 
and  canula;  found  firm  adhesions  on  the  right  side  and  in  front; 
separated  these  with  the  band ;  found  it  necessary  to  extend  the 
incision  two  inches  above  the  umbilicus;  removed  the  tumor  and 
secured  the  pedicle  with  a  Spencer  Wells  clamp;  used  silver  wire 
with  quills  for  deep  sutures,  and  pins  for  superficial  ones;  the  tumor 
was  polycystic,  and  the  fluid  removed  by  tapping  was  found  to  have 
been  contained  in  a  very  large  cyst  arising  from  the  upper  part  of 
the  more  solid  portion;  the  tumor  and  its  contents  weighed  about 
twenty-one  pounds,  which,  with  the  fluid  removed  three  days  pre- 
viously, made  a  tumor  of  over  forty  pounds'  weight;  the  patient  ral- 
lied well  and  made  a  good  recovery;  she  is  now  perfectly  well." 

Dr.  Washburn  reports  two  cases  of  lithotomy  successfully  per- 
formed by  himself,  as  follows : — 

The  following  cases  are  reported  as  contributions  to  the  statistics 
of  Median  Lithotomy,  not  on  account  of  any  individual  interest 
that  they  possess: — 

John  O'Brien,  aged  two  years;  residence  Port  Griflath.  This 
patient  had  been  suflering  with  s3rmptoms  of  calculus  for  about  eight 
months  previous  to  my  attendance;  he  had  repeated  attacks  of  cys- 
titis, and  was  very  much  emaciated ;  upon  sounding  the  bladder,  a 
calculus  was  discovered. 

A  few  days  after  the  examination  I  performed  median  lithotomy, 
assisted  by  Dr.  J.  A.  Murphy,  of  Wilkesbarre ;  the  calculus  was 
one  inch  long  by  about  three-quarters  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  and 
so  exceedingly  Mable  that  considerable  portions  were  broken  off 
while  removing  it ;  the  bladder  was  very  rough  to  the  touch,  and 
its  mucous  membrane  much  thickened  from  repeated  and  prolonged 
inflammation. 

This  patient  continued  to  pass  his  urine  involuntarily  until  the 
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fifth  day,  after  which  time  he  passed  it  per  mam  naturalem;  the 
external  wound  entirely  closed  by  the  end  of  the  fourth  week. 

Patrick  Jennings,  aged  4;  residence  Pleasant  Valley.  This 
patient  had  manifested  symptoms  of  calculus  for  over  two  years ; 
when  he  came  under  my  care  his  general  condition  was  good;  there 
was  at  the  time  little  or  no  cystitis,  nor  had  there  been  any  con- 
siderable amount  at  any  time  during  the  formation  of  the  calculus. 
I  performed  median  lithotomy,  assisted  by  Drs.  Murphy  and  Roth- 
rock  ;  the  calculus  was  oval  in  shape  and  measured  in  its  two  great- 
est diameters  respectively,  1^  and  1  inch,  presenting  an  exceedingly 
smooth  surface ;  recovery  after  the  operation  was  very  rapid ;  con- 
trol of  the  sphincter  was  attained  by  the  third  day ;  the  patient  was 
out  of  bed  and  about  the  house  by  the  fifth  day ;  he  continued  to 
uiinate  more  or  less  through  the  fistula  until  the  third  week,  after 
which  time  it  became  impervious. 

I  consider  these  cases  of  importance  as  assisting  to  prove  certain 
advantages  of  the  median  operation,  an  operation  which  is  as  yet 
not  an  established  one  in  the  minds  of  many  surgeons.  As  no 
fibres  of  the  bladder  are  cut,  its  neck  being  simply  dilated,  entire 
control  of  the  organ  is  attained  as  soon  as  it  can  recover  from  the 
paralysis  which  ensues  upon  its  forcible  distension;  and  that  it 
rapidly  recovers  is  e8i)ecially  proved  by  the  second  of  the  above 
cases,  in  which  the  circumference  of  the  calculus,  including  the  blades 
of  the  forceps  when  drawn  through  the  sphincter,  measured  four 
inches,  and  yet  the  muscle  recovered  itself  in  three  days.  The  sim- 
plicity of  the  operation  and  the  freedom  from  danger  of  hemorrhage 
also  recommend  it.  The  loss  of  blood  in  the  above  cases  was 
insignificant. 

In  obstetrical  practice  but  very  few  facts  have  been  communi- 
cated to  the  Committee.  Forceps  have*  recently  been  much  more 
frequently  used  than  formerly.  Anaesthetics  are  generally  used  in 
artificial  deliver}',  and  are  frequently  resorted  to  for  the  purpose  of 
diminishing  the  pangs  of  natural  labor.  The  traditional  bandage  is 
still  pretty  generally  adhered  to.  Dr.  Davis  reports  the  following 
case  of  placenta  prsevia:  "  May  19th,  18T1,  was  called  to  see  Mrs.  L., 
a  native  of  Ireland,  aged  about  26,  at  supposed  full  term,  with  her 
second  child.  She  had  felt  feeble  pains  at  irregular  intervals  since 
Wednesday,  the  ITth.  Twice  previously  to  my  arrival  slight  hemor- 
rhage had  occurred ;  found  the  os  undilated,  and  very  high  in  the 
pelvis.  After  a  short  time  pains  ceased  until  Saturday  morning,  when 
another  slight  fiow  occurred ;  still  no  dilatation.  No  farther  pains 
occurred  until  Sunday  morning  at  half-past  one,  wheti  I  was  sum- 
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moned  in  haste.  The  hemorrhage  was  profuse  at  each  pain,  and  the 
OS  somewhat  dilated;  the  placenta  lying  directly  over  the  mouth  of 
the  womb,  nearly  central,  and  detached  anteriorly.  No  descent  of 
the  foetal  head  had  yet  taken  place.  I  immediately  requested  that 
Dr.  Crawford  be  sent  for.  He  came  without  delay,  and  confirming 
my  diagnosis,  we  decided  to  perform  version ;  but  were  not  allowed 
to  proceed  with  the  operation  until  the  priest  should  be  sent  for  to 
perform  the  sacred  duties  required  by  their  faith.  A  delay  of  more 
than  half  an  hour  was  thus  necessitated.  After  a  short  time,  how- 
ever, the  pains  became  slight,  and  the  hemorrhage  inconsiderable. 
While  impatiently  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  priest,  and  without 
having  noticed  any  marked  .change  in  the  condition  of  the  patient, 
we  left  the  room  for  a  few  minutes.  On  our  return,  after  an  absence 
of  not  more  than  five  minutes,  we  found  our  patient  dying.  No 
further  apparent  hemorrhage  had  occurred."  Dr.  Underwood  reports 
a  case  similar  to  the  above. 

The  large  destruction  of  life  at  the  recent  disasters  in  the  coal- 
mines at  Avondale  and  West  Pittston,  as  well  as  the  fatal  results 
to  many  who  were  rescued  alive  from  the  latter  place,  suggest  the 
desirableness  of  some  more  efficient  method  than  has  been  hitherto 
adopted  of  overcoming  the  terrible  effects  produced  by  the  dimi- 
nishecf  supply  of  atbospheric  air,  and  the  inhalation  of  carbonic 
acid  gases.  Who  will  devise  a  rational  and  efficient  method  of 
treating  these  appalling  cases  ? 

Dr.  J.  T.  Rothrock,  who  was  present  at  the  rescue  of  the  men 
from  the  West  Pittston  mines,  makes  a  report  to  the  Committee, 
which  we  have  subjoined. 

The  Luzerne  County  Medical  Society  was  established  in  1861. 
It  embraces  thirty-two  of  the  one  hundred  and  twenty  practitioners 
of  medicine  to  be  found  within  this  county.  It  meets  alternately, 
every  four  months,  in  Wilkesbarre,  Pittston,  and  Scranton.  Its 
meetings  are  usually  well  attended.  The  Society  has  served  to 
greatly  promote  friendly  intercourse,  and  an  observance  of  the  es- 
tablished rules  of  professional  etiquette  among  members  of  the 
profession.  Besides  the  benefits  directly  arising  to  its  members 
fi*om  a  frequent  interchange  of  opinion  upon  professional  subjects, 
its  organized  influence  has  served  to  enhance  the  public  apprecia- 
tion of  the  medical  profession.  It  is  confidently  believed  that  its 
future  management  will  well  subserve  the  highest  interests  of  both 
the  profession  and  the  public. 


WiLKBSBABBB,  Jnoe  13th,  1871. 


J.  B.  CRAWFORD, 

Chairman  of  Committee  on  Report* 
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Dr.  J.  T.  Eotbrock  furnishes  the  following  special  reports : — 

THE  WEST  PITTSTON  HORROR. 

The  late  appalling  accident  at  Pittston,  by  which  a  score  of  men 
were  destroyed,  has  leH,  in  the  minds  of  the  physicians  of  the 
count}',  a  number  of  important  questions  unanswered. 

The  first  man  rescued  had  been  confined  nearly  twelve  hours ; 
the  last,^  about  eighteen  hours.  The  condition  of  the  former  was 
apparently  more  critical  than  the  latter,  though  he  (the  latter)  ulti- 
matel}'  died,  whilst  the  other  recovered.  Now,  to  what  was  this 
difference  due?  to  the  surroundings  of  the  men,  to  the  men  them- 
selves, or  to  both  ?  Did  the  stream  of  water,  running  through  the 
mine,  tend  to  protect  the  sufferei's  who  remained  near  it?  Did  the 
barricade,  erected  in  the  emergency  by  the  men  to  prevent  the  in- 
gress of  the  smoke  and  poisonous  gases  resulting  from  the  burning 
timbers,  as  well  as  the  egress  of  the  air,  answer  the  purpose 
for  which  it  was  intended  ?  Some  facts  seem  to  indicate  that  it 
did.  Were  the  death  and  suffering  of  the  men  due  to  the  presence 
of  carbonic  acid,  carbonic  oxide,  or  to  the  simple  abstraction  of 
atmospheric  air,  along  with  the  accumulation  of  animal  exhala- 
tions, or  to  some  or  all  of  these  causes  ? 

What  treatment  would  have  been  most  judicious  under  the  cir- 
cumstances? No  post-mortem  could  have  been  obtained,  hence  we 
must  reason  in  the  absence  of  a  demonstrated  pathology. 

The  symptoms  in  the  main  were  slow,  variable,  weak,  intermit- 
ting pulse ;  respiration  somewhat  slower  than  natural,  and  sterto- 
rous ;  pupils  dilated  or  contracted,  seldom  normal ;  evident  conges- 
tion of  the  lungs,  and  probably  of  the  brain  or  of  its  meninges.  The 
symptoms  collective!}''  were  rather  those  of  narcosis  than  asphyxia. 
The  patients  were,  as  a  rule,  made  worse  by  exposure  to  the  air. 
Hence,  it  is  well  nigh  certain  that  the  supply  of  air  should  have 
been  limited  and  gradually  increased.  The  usual  restorative  pro- 
cedures, with  diffusible  stimulants,  operated  but  slowly.  Vomiting 
of  a  dark,  glairy,  frothy  fluid  ensued  in  a  number,  of  cases,  after 
which  the  symptoms  were  usually  somewhat  improved.  In  the 
plethoric  and  elderly,  the  mortality  was  excessive.  The  younger 
and  more  spare  individuals  gave  a  good  percentage  of  rescued 
ones.  The  symptoms  of  the  former  simulated,  markedly,  typical 
cases  of  apoplexy.  "Apoplexia  dicitur  adesse  quando  repente 
actio  quinque  senswum  externorum,  tum  internorum,  omnesque 
motus  voluntarii  abolentur,  superstite  pulsu  plerumque  forti,  et 
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respiratione  difficill,  magna,  stertente,  una  cum  imagine  profundi 
perpetuique  somni."* 

There  are  few  physicians  of  experience  who  have  not  seen,  in  apo- 
plectiform puerperal  convulsions,  just  such  a  pulse  as  we  had  in  these 
sufferers.  Did  not  empiricism  show  the  advantage  of  bloodletting, 
we  might  hesitate  about  opening  a  vein  in  the  parturient  female.  Yet, 
as  the  blood  flows,  the  pulse  rises  in  its  normal  characters,  and  a 
general  amelioration  of  all  the  symptoms  follows.  Now,  in  the 
cases  of  the  Pittston  sufferers,  might  we  not  have  expected  a  like 
result  from  phlebotomy  ?  These  points  would  have  certainly  been 
gained :  First,  by  diminishing  the  volume  of  the  blood,  we  should 
have  enabled  the  heart  to  propel  it  the  more  readily,  and  thus  re. 
store  the  circulation ;  second,  we  should  have  directly  relieved  the 
cerebral  and  pulmonary  congestion ;  third,  and  most  important  of 
all,  by  opening  the  jugular  vein,  we  should,  in  this  case,  have 
eliminated  an  overwhelming  proportion  of  carbonic  acid  over  oxy- 
gen by  a  short  cut,  instead  of  having  it  returned  again  and  again 
to  the  already  burdened  lungs,  to  be  slowly  cast  out  there.  In 
healthy  venous  blood,  there  are  five  times  as  much  carbonic  acid  as 
oxygen,  and  how  immensely  greater  would  the  proportion  have  been 
here  I  The  bleeding,  had  it  been  resorted  to,  must  needs  have  been 
conducted  with  extreme  caution,  lest  an  unexpected  collapse  should 
have  followed.  Also,  there  is  this  additional  risk  to  be  remembered, 
that  starting  the  lungs  too  suddenly  might  have  been  followed  by 
an  aggravation  of  the  alarming  symptoms  which  ensued  when  the 
sufferers  were  transferred  from  the  mine  to  the  open  air.  It  is  by 
no  means  certain  that  it  would,  for  the  mere  act  of  opening  a  vein 
would  have  so  essentially  changed  the  conditions  as  to  make  rea- 
soning from  the  one  case  to  the  other  extremely  uncertain. 

The  subject  is  one  of  the  greatest  importance,  and  merits  further 
investigation. 

MEDICAL  BOTANY. 

The  flora  of  Luzerne  County  furnishes  sixty-two  medicinal  plants 
of  the  primary  list,  fifty-one  of  the  secondary,  and  one  hundred  and 
forty-four  which  are  not  recognized  as  of  suflScient  value  to  be  placed 
on  the  oflBcinal  list,  but  which  have  remedial  properties  more  or  less 
distinctly  marked. 

On  comparing  our  medicinal  flora  with  the  systems  of  classifi- 
cation adopted  by  authorities  on  materia  medica,  it  is  surprising  to 

1  Boerhaave. 
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find  that  there  are  so  many  of  the  classes  and  orders  of  said  syst^i 
that  have  their  representatives  growing  abont  as.  In  short,  there  is 
in  practical  medicine  hardly  an  indication  that  cannot  be  met  in 
some  degree  by  the  plants  of  the  county. 

Most  of  the  vegetable  remedies  of  the  so-called  Eclectic  School 
have  long  since  been  tested  and  rejected  by  the  regular  profession. 
Improved  pharmacy,  by  eliminating  all  save  the  active  principles 
from  these  plants,  will  yet  doubtless  restore  many  of  them  to  their 
old  standing. 

The  above  numbers  do  not  include  indigenous  and  naturalized 
plants  which  are  exclusively  eclectic  or  homoeopathic,  quite  a  num- 
ber of  which  will  be  found  to  swell  the  list. 

A  somewhat  extended  paper  on  the  medicinal  plants  of  the  county 
is  in  preparation.  J.  T.  R. 
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Mercer  County  has  a  population  of  between  sixty  and  seventy 
thousand,  engaged  in  agricultural  pursuits,  the  mining  of  coal,  and 
the  manufacturing  of  iron.  One-seventh  of  the  population  are 
miners,  who  work  about  eight  hours  a  day  in  mines  reached  by 
shafts  from  sixty  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  feet  deep.  Nearly  all 
the  mines  are  quite  imperfectly  ventilated.  These  miners  live  princi- 
pally in  dwellings,  owned  by  their  employers,  without  cellars,  the 
sills  resting  upon  posts,  thus  allowing  a  free  circulation  of  air  under 
them.  Their  rooms  are  badly  kept,  many  of  them  filthily.  The 
miners  themselves,  however,  take  a  pretty  thorough  ablution  each 
day  after  leaving  the  mines.  These  people  are  hearty  "meat  eaters," 
using  large  quantities  of  fresh  beef,  a  little  pork,  and  a  little  mut- 
ton ;  are  intemperate  in  their  habits,  drinking  large  quantities  of 
bad  whiskey  and  a  little  good  ale.  Their  mode  of  life  predisposes 
to  a  few  diseases,  while  they  seem  to  possess  an  immunity  from 
others.  During  five  years  of  rather  extensive  practice,  I  have  not 
met  with  one  case  of  typhoid  fever  among  them.  They  bi^ieve 
themselves  to  be  exempt,  and  in  this  valley  they  certainly  seem  to 
be.  Indigestion  in  any  of  its  forms  is  seldom  met  with.  A  few 
cases  occur  in  early  weaned  children.  The  diseases  they  are  pre- 
disposed to  are  inflammatory  affections  of  the  eye,  pneumonia,  and 
acute  rheumatism.  The  former  are  caused  no  doubt  by  the  sudden 
daily  transition  from  the  darkness  of  the  mines  to  the  light  of  the 
sun;  the  others  by  the  dampness  of  the  rooms  in  which  they 
work.  Pneumonia  is  apt  to  be  double  and  without  much  pleural 
complication,  a  fact  that  makes  it  probable  that  the  gases  within 
the  mine  are  an  exciting  cause.  Taenia  solium  is  common  among 
them.  During  the  last  two  years,  I  have  had  in  my  practice  eight 
patients  from  whom  were  expelled  as  many  worms,  varying  in 
length  from  sixteen  to  twenty-eight  feet.  Of  these  patients,  one,  a 
girl  nine  years  old,  passed  a  dead  worm  twenty-four  feet  long;  to 
this  patient  I  administered  santonine  and  calomel,  believing  she 
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had  "  lumbricoides."  She  nor  her  parents  had  ever  discovered 
joints  of  the  worm  in  her  stools,  nor  had  we  any  suspicion  of  its 
presence.  Another,  a  married  woman  thirty-five  years  of  age, 
passed  a  live  worm  sixteen  feet  long,  the  smallest  I  have  ever  seen. 
The  remaining  six  patients  were  male  adults,  all  of  whom  were  pass- 
ing joints  when  they  consulted  me.  Three  of  my  patients  were 
Welsh,  five  were  Scotch.  My  experience  leads  me  to  believe  that 
the  effects  produced  upon  the  system  by  the  presence  o£"  tape- 
worm" are  much  exaggerated  by  authors. 

The  miasmatic  fevers  are  endemic  to  the  valley  of  the  Shenango 
River.  In  the  last  two  summers  they  have  been  more  frequent  and 
of  a  much  severer  type  than  for  many  years  previously.  Many  cases 
were  fatal,  and  a  few  cases  of  pernicious  fever  were  reported.  The 
following  is  from  a  paper  read  by  Dr.  Livingstone  before  the  Medi- 
cal Society  of  this  county : — 

"  In  two  years  I  have  seen  six  cases  of  congestive  chill — ^three 
adults  and  three  children.  There  were  four  deaths;  two  recovered; 
but  two  of  the  cases  weve  not  treated.  One,  an  old  lady,  died  in 
less  than  ten  minutes  after  getting  into  the  house.  The  other  one, 
a. boy,  in  the  second  congestive  chill,  that  I  did  not  see  till  too  late 
to  do  anything,  lived  but  a  very  short  time  after  I  lefl  the  house. 
One  of  the  others  was  an  old  broken-down  man,  with  chronic  disease 
of  the  kidney.  He  reacted  from  the  chill ;  became  warm  and  com- 
fortable ;  and  remained  so  for  a  few  hours,  then  suddenly  sank  and 
died.  The  others  were  fit  cases  for  treatment,  and  of  these  one  died 
and  ^o  recovered.  Still  even  that  proportion  would  be  a  fearful 
death-rate.  The  disease  appears  in  two  forms:  the  comatose,  and 
the  algid  or  cold.  Of  my  cases  four  were  of  the  former  and  two 
of  the  latter ;  though  two  of  the  cases  I  class  under  the  head  of 
comatose  might  properly  be  called  mixed.  The  algid  form  comes 
on  suddenly.  Probably  the  patient  has  been  having  a  very  mild 
attack  of  remittent  fever,  sometimes  so  slight  that  he  does  not 
think  it  necessary  to  have  medical  advice,  when  he  suddenly  be- 
comes cold  and  pulseless,  with  sunken  features.  He  suffers  no  pain, 
never  rallies,  and  dies  in  a  few  hours.  The  comatose  form  comes  on 
in  the  same  way;  but  while  cold  there  is  a  very  quick,  though  feeblej 
thready  pulse.  I  give  the  treatment  of  but  one  case,  that  of  a  girl 
eleven  or  twelve  years  old:  she  lay  in  a  stupor;  became  delirioos 
when  roused ;  pulse  frequent  and  feeble ;  and  with  great  difficulty  she 
could  swallow.  I  applied  external  heat  by  means  of  cloths  wrung 
out  of  hot  water  enveloping  the  extremities,  changed  often  enough 
to  keep  them  hot;  brandy  and  tincture  of  capsicum  internally; 
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three  grains  of  quinia  every  three  hours,  and  ten  grains  every  morn- 
ing. This  treatment  was  continued  four  or  five  days  before  the  dis- 
ease yielded  enough  to  consider  the  patient  out  of  danger.  Liquid 
nourishment  was  given,  as  much  as  could  possibly  be  taken  by  the 
patient. 

Typhoid  fever  is  endemic  to  the  whole  of  our  county,  and  pro- 
bably^ destroys  the  lives  of  more  adults  in  this  section  of  the  county 
than  ai\y  other  one  disease.  It  is  as  firequent  in  the  malarial 
districts  as  elsewhere,  if  all  the  cases  reported  are  really  that 
disease.  There  is  a  great  want  of  uniformity  among  us  in  the  ap- 
plication of  names  to  diseases.  In  this  one  so  great  a  confusion 
exists  that  I  am  unable  to  write  with  any  degree  of  certainty.  One 
physician  remarked  to  me  that  he  did  not  believe  in  typhoid  fever 
unless  it  was  contracted  by  infection ;  that  he  never  had  had  a  case 
that  he  could  not  trace  to  such  a  source ;  and  that  he  should  be 
loth  to  call  it  by  that  name  if  he  could  not  so  trace  it.  Others  call 
almost  every  disease  of  a  continued  character  typhoid  fever.  They 
talk  of  tjrphoid  fever  and  dysentery,  typhoid  fever  and  pneumonia, 
intermittent  fever  which  turTis  to  typhoid  fever,  of  violent  attacks  of 
typhoid  fever  that  were  broken  up  on  the  third  or  fourth  day,  of 
fifty  or  sixty  cases  with  no  fatal  ones,  or  at  most  only  one  or  two. 

The  disease  was  unusually  severe  during  the  latter  part  of  last 
year.  In  the  boroughs  of  Sharon  and  West  Middlesex  and  vicinity, 
many  fatal  cases  occurred.  The  disease  seemed  more  contagious 
than  I  ever  knew  it  before.  In  the  treatment,  we  have  all  adopted 
the  supporting  plan.  We  feed  our  patients  with  good  nutritious 
food,  and  feel  satisfied  that  we  are  doing  more  for  them  than  by 
any  other  plan  which  we  have  tried.  A  few  are  prescribing  milk 
indiscriminately,  and  probably  do  injury;  but  used  only  to  the 
extent  of  the  digestive  powers,  and  to  those  only  to  whom  it  is 
palatable  in  health,  I  believe  it  to  be  one  of  the  best  articles  of  food. 
In  my  own  practice  I  am  using  the  mineral  acids  freely,  and  am 
highly  pleased  with  the  result.  I  prefer  the  "  nitro-muriatic"  to  any 
other,  and  administer  it  in  small  and  frequent  doses,  well  diluted. 

*'  Scarlatina"  has  been  epidemic  in  the  southwestern  part  of  our 
county,  during  the  last  eighteen  months,  with  more  than  its  usual 
proportion  of  malignant  cases.  A  few  of  the  latter  are  taken  with 
convulsions,  or  with  stupor,  which  passes  into  coma,  and  many  die 
early  in  the  disease ;  a  few  pass  through  the  disease  proper,  with 
but  little  to  attract  attention,  and  are  troublesome  in  the  sequelae, 
but  a  majority  are  of  the  anginose  variety. 

With  regard  to  treatment,  I  believe  the  profession  is  pretty  well 
satisfied  on  the  following  points :  First,  that  the  patient  should  be 
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fed  moderately  from  the  commencement  of  the  disease ;  second, 
that  the  expectant  plan  of  treatment  shoold  be  strictly  adhered  to, 
no  medicine  being  administered  imless  there  be  a  positive  indica- 
tion ;  third,  that  cathartics  interfere  with  the  maturation  of  the  rash, 
and  never  should  be  administered  until  its  decline,  nor  even  then 
unless  the  indications  are  urgent.  I  know  of  no  physician  that 
has  applied  cold,  either  in  the  form  of  the  cold-water  bath,  or 
douche,  or  the  application  of  ice.  Belladonna  as  a  preventive,  and 
inunction  to  relieve  the  itching  and  subdue  febrile  action,  have  fallen 
into  disfavor.  The  warm  bath  we  believe  to  be  of  value  in  families 
where  it  can  be  used  intelligently.  Large  doses  of  spirits  of  nitre 
and  spirits  of  the  "  acetate  of  ammonia,"  with  the  warm  bath,  have 
succeeded  admirably  in  my  hands  in  a  few  cases  where  the  patient 
was  comatose.  I  have  frequently  quadrupled  the  maximum  dose 
in  these  cases,  producing  free  diuresis  as  speedily  as  possible 
without  regard  to  the  quantity  of  medicine  used. 

A  few  cases  of  "  variola"  occurred  in  the  vicinity  of  Sharon.  In 
my  own  practice  I  had  eight  cases  that  occurred  in  a  family  of  ten 
persons.  Of  those  that  escaped,  one  had  had  smallpox  by  inocu- 
lation, the  other  had  been  vaccinated  fifteen  years  previous,  and 
presented  one  small  but  perfect  "  pit."  Of  the  eight  cases,  one  was 
modified  and  seven  unmodified;  one  confluent,  seven  distinct.  All 
recovered.  I  gave  no  medicine,  and  urged  no  food ;  used  nitrate  of 
silver  to  prevent  "  pitting,"  with  only  tolerable  success. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  a  paper  read  by  Dr.  M.  S.  Ross 
before  the  Medical  Society  of  this  county. 

Griinvillb,  24th  March,  1871. 

Rubeola  prevailed  during  the  summer  months.  There  were  but 
few  who  needed  aid  or  attention  from  our  profession,  although  some 
pulmonary  complications  required  treatment.  There  were  no  fatal 
cases. 

I  had  a  few  patients  with  remittent  and  intermittent  fever,  which 
are  endemic  to  the  Shenango  Valley. 

I  had  also  a  few  cases  of  typhoid  fever.  All  recovered.  They 
were  sponged  with  an  alkaline  solution  once  a  day,  and  the  clothes 
of  the  bed  and  patient  changed  once  every  twenty-four  hours,  the 
apartments  freely  ventilated  night  and  day,  and  all  the  clothing 
removed. 

I  was  consulted  a  month  ago  about  a  small  tumor  in  the  umbili- 
cal region  of  a  boy  set.  8.  It  was  slightly  inflamed  and  tender.  I 
advised  warm  poultices  to  promote  suppuration.  Some  two  weeks 
later  a  worm  an  inch  long  and  an  eighth  of  an  inch  in  diameter 
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burrowed  its  way  out  of  the  tumor.  Soon  after  a  similar  tumor 
presented  itself,  or  rather  it  was  coexistent  with  the  former  one. 
Since  it  seemed  to  be  increasing  in  size,  I  squeezed  it  firmly  be- 
tween my  finger  and  thumb,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  its  life, 
and  it  was  discharged  by  suppuration  a  few  days  after.  Query, 
how  did  these  worms  get  there  ?  I  think  the  larvsB  were  deposited 
by  some  fly,  beneath  the  skin  some  three  months  ago,  while  the  boy 
was  bathing  in  the  creek. 

The  following  obstetric  case  is  of  much  interest.  A  lady  eleven 
or  twelve  years  married,  childless,  but  well-developed  and  healthy, 
consulted  me  in  regard  to  constant  nausea,  and  absence  of  cata- 
menia  for  two  months.  She  thought  it  was  merely  suppression 
from  cold  she  had  taken  when  she  h^d  menstruated  last.  Absence 
of  any  febrile  symptoms,  and  hypogastric  tenderness,  attended 
by  persistent  vomiting  of  everj^thing  she  ate,  led  me  to  suspect 
pregnancy.  I  expressed  my  convictions  to  her,  warned  her  not 
to  expect  relief  soon,  and  gave  her  an  aperient  for  her  irregular 
alvine  discharges.  She  returned  a  month  after,  and  declared  that 
there  was  no  abdominal  enlargement,  and  no  mammary  discolor- 
ation, and  that  she  continued  to  vomit.  She  complained  of  weak- 
ness, and  was  urgent  to  be  relieved  of  the  gastric  derangement. 
I  gave  her  potassii  iod.  et  bromid.,  and  carbolic  acid,  to  take 
alternately  for  a  week  or  two,  but  with  no  good  effect.  When  she 
was  four  months  in  this  condition,  she  returned  with  a  procidentia 
uteri,  and  was  impatient  that  nothing  more  was  done  to  relieve 
her.  I  replaced  the  uterus ;  found  there  was  considerable  enlarge- 
ment ;  introduced  a  watch-spring  pessary,  which  she  wore  two  weeks 
and  removed.  She  became  gradually  relieved  of  her  other  troubles, 
and  in  nine  months  and  one  week  from  the  cessation  of  her  cata- 
menia  I  delivered  her  of  a  fine  healthy  boy  weighing  eight  pounds. 
The  perplexing  point  was  the  procidentia  at  four  months'  utero- 
gestation.  My  patient  was  so  pale  and  haggard  from  innutrition 
and  sleeplessness,  that  I  feared  for  her  personal  safety. 

Fracture  of  the  Pelvis, — J.  M.  Hunter,  aet.  30,  had  the  pubic 
bones  fractured  by  the  plunging  of  his  horse,  throwing  him  upon 
the  horn  of  his  saddle,  while  riding  upon  the  prairie  near  Fort 
Bridger,  in  September,  1868.  About  one  inch  of  the  right,  and  an 
inch  and  a  half  of  the  left  pubic  bones  were  broken  off,  and  driven 
in  at  the  symphysis  upon  the  bladder,  rupturing  it,  causing  ex- 
tensive infiltration  of  urine,  and  corresponding  infiammation,  which 
was  relieved  in  a  week  by  perineal  section  over  the  neck  of  the 
bladder.   In  a  week  more  the  urine  was  discharged  per  viam  natu- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


368   REPORT    or    THE    MERGER   COUNTY    MEDICAL   80CIETT. 

ralem^  assisted  occasionally  by  the  catheter.  For  eighteen  months 
he  lay  on  his  back  utterly  helpless.  In  six  months  more,  ossific 
union  had  made  such  progress  that  he  could  get  upon  his  feet  and 
walk  a  little,  with  crutches.  Reparation  continued  to  progress,  and 
now,  two  years  and  nine  months  since  the  accident,  he  walks  with 
as  firm  a  tread  as  any  man  in  perfect  health.  The  angular  depres- 
sion is  still  there,  but  the  ossific  union  seems  firm,  producing  no 
urinary  difficulties  or  marital  disabilities.  The  purulent  discharge 
from  the  orifice  of  the  incision  had  ceased  about  two  months  ago, 
leaving  a  slight,  circumscribed  tenderness. 

Fracture  of  the  Skull;  Recovery. — Was  called  to  see  a  man  in 
his  fifly-ninth  year  who  had  received  a  severe  kick  from  a  horse 
upon  the  left  side  of  the  head.  Upon  examination  it  was  believed 
that  the  mastoid  process  of  the  left  temporal  bone  had  been  driven 
in  upon  the  brain.  An  operation  being  necessary,  assisted  by  Drs. 
F.  Donaldson  and  H.  D.  La  Cossett  as  consulting  surgeons,  the 
scalp  was  dissected  up,  the  skull  trephined,  and  the  depressed 
bone  elevated.  The  meningeal  membranes  were  not  ruptured. 
There  was  very  free  hemorrhage  immediately  succeeding  the  in- 
jury, and  during  the  operation.  Unconsciousness  continued  for 
two  weeks,  but  the  patient  was  able  to  swallow  and  take  nourish- 
ment during  the  time.  The  wound  assumed  a  healthy  appearance, 
suppurating  copiously,  and  pus  was  discharged  for  six  months  after 
the  operation,  in  gradually  diminishing  quantity.  Nine  months 
have  now  elapsed ;  the  scalp  has  entirely  healed,  the  hair  is  restored, 
and  the  mental  faculties  are  returning. 

A.  T.  CLARK, 

Committee. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  MONTGOMERY  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  meetings  of  the  Montgomery  County  Medical  Society  have 
been,  during  the  last  year,  unusually  interesting  and  instructive. 
The  meetings,  which  occur  quarterly,  have  been  well  attended ;  quite 
a  large  addition  has  been  made  to  the  membership,  and  there  has 
been  a  growing  disposition  to  contribute  to  the  interest  and  useful- 
ness of  the  Society. 

We  are  deficient  in  statistics  showing  the  exact  state  of  medical 
science  in  the  county,  and  can,  therefore,  only  present  an  imperfect 
report. 

We  have  been  visited  during  the  year  by  no  severe  epidemics  of 
any  of  the  contagious  disorders,  although  there  have  been  an  un- 
usual number  of  cases  of  variola  and  varioloid.  In  the  immediate 
neighborhood  of  Norristown,  these  affections  have  prevailed  to  a 
larger  extent  than  for  years  before ;  although  in  no  case,  as  far  as 
known,  have  any  deaths  occurred.  The  existence  and  prevalence 
of  these  disorders,  to  such  a  degree,  can  be  attributed  largely,  if 
not  entirely,  to  the  fact  that  vaccination  had  been  to  a  great  degree 
neglected.  It  was  proved,  beyond  all  possible  doubt,  that  vacci- 
nation modifies  the  violence  of  smallpox,  if  it  does  not  create  an 
entire  immunity  from  the  disease.  Dr.  Elwood  Corson,  of  Norris- 
town, who  had  many  cases  under  his  charge,  assures  us  that  it 
always  modifies,  and  in  many  cases  affords  an  entire  protection. 

There  exists  an  alarming  and  growing  indifference  among  the 
masses  upon  the  subject  of  vaccination.  Many  of  them  have  set- 
tled down  into  the  belief  that  it  is  not  only  unnecessary,  possess- 
ing no  modifying  or  protecting  influence,  but  that  it  is  often  the 
medium  of  communicating  to  the  subject  other,  and  even  more  ob- 
jectionable, infectious  disorders.  The  profession  is  largely  to  blame 
for  this  state  of  feeling.  Physicians  do  not  take  the  pains  to 
explain  to  the  people  the  necessity  and  advantages  of  vaccination 
and  revaccination,  and  their  influence  in  so  modifying  these  dis- 
eases as  to  rank  them  among  the  more  mild  and  controllable  con- 
tagious affections. 

The  subject  of  venesection  has,  at  times  during  the  year,  occu- 
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pied  the  attention  of  our  members,  and,  although  the  practice  has 
fallen  into  almost  entire  disuse,  and  many  of  the  younger  mem- 
bers of  the  profession,  under  the  teachings  of  the  present  da}^, 
know  nothing  of  the  use  of  the  lancet,  yet  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  bloodletting  has  its  place  and  power;  and  not  only  so,  but 
that,  used  with  a  discriminating  hand,  guided  by  an  enlightened 
judgment,  it  is  one  of  the  most  powerful,  as  well  as  efficient,  agents 
of  the  physician's  armamentarium. 

The  comparative  use  of  the  anaesthetics,  ether  and  chloroform, 
has  received  some  attention ;  and,  while  some  of  the  members  prefer 
one  and  some  the  other,  the  preference  is  decidedly  in  favor  of  ether, 
because  of  its  safety.  While  chloroform  has,  doubtless,  the  advan- 
tage of  being  more  rapid  in  its  effects,  is  more  agreeable  to  inhale, 
and  does  not  produce  the  unpleasant  consequences, yet  the  advantage 
of  almost  entire  security  in  the  administration  of  ether  more  than 
compensates  for  the  above,  or  any  other  advantages  which  chloro- 
form may  possess.  This  is  especially  so  in  the  hands  of  those 
whose  experience  in  the  use  of  these  agents  is  limited ;  or  when, 
as  is  generally  the  case  in  the  country,  the  operator's  assistance  is 
limited,  and  he  is  compelled  often  to  intrust  the  sponge  to  the  un- 
professional. 

Hydrate  of  chloral  has  been  extensively  used  by  the  members 
of  the  Society  during  the  year,  and,  from  their  experience,  it  is  enti- 
tled to  a  prominent  place  as  a  brain  and  general  nervous  sedative. 
We  expect  more  from  it,  as  we  do  from  all  new  remedies,  than  it  is 
capable  of  accomplishing,  and  administer  it  in  cases  to  which  it  is 
not  adapted,  and  are,  therefore,  often  disappointed.  Tet  that  it  is' 
an  efficient  remedy  in  cases  where  it  is  appropriate,  and  that  it  is 
destined  to  hold  a  high  rank  in  therapeutics,  we  all  acknowledge. 
Time  and  experience  will  accord  it  this  position. 

The  county  has  been  unusually  free  from  severe  epidemics  of 
either  measles  or  scarlatina,  and,  in  consequence,  there  has  been  a 
less  fatality  from  these  causes  than  for  years,  or,  perhaps,  ever  be* 
fore.  The  ice  treatment  of  scarlatina,  of  which  Dr.  Hiram  Corson 
is  the  able  champion,  is  still  a  popular  remedy,  and  growing  rapidly 
in  favor. 

The  application  of  ice  in  the  treatment  of  scarlatina  has  been 
ably  presented  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  by  Dr.  Corson, 
during  the  past  winter;  and,  while  the  members  do  not  have  the 
same  success  in  scarlatina  as  the  doctor  claims,  they  acknowledge 
it  a  potent  and  efficient  application  and  remedy. 

Dr.  J.  O.  Knipe,  of  Norristown,  reports  an  interesting  case  of 
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ulceration  of  the  appendix  vermiformis,  followed  by  death  on  the 
fifth  day. 

The  patient  was  a  maiden  lady,  aet.  49 ;  had  always  enjoyed  good 
health;  functions  of  the  body  regular.  April  10th,  1871,  while  on 
her  way  to  take  the  train,  she  was  suddenly  seized  with  pain  in 
the  right  iliac  region;  the  pain  was  severe,  but  remittent.  Her 
physician  was  called  in,  and  morphia  gr.  ^  was  given  every  half 
hour,  and  dry  cups  applied  to  back.  There  was  a  slight  lull,  but 
not  absolute  relief. 

Tuesday  morning,  11th. — Pain  increased;  abdomen  tympanitic, 
with  tenderness;  pulse  slightly  increased  in  frequency,  and  small. 
Croton  oil  gtt.  ^  every  half  hour,  for  three  doses ;  bromide  of  po- 
tass, gr.  XX  every  two  hours.  2  P.  M. — ^Bowels  moved  copiously ; 
somewhat  easier. 

Wednesday  morning,  12th. — All  the  symptoms  increased.  Mor- 
phia, gelseminum,  cannabis,  with  hot  poultices  to  abdomen,  were  ad- 
ministered, with  no  eflfect,  till  Thursday  morning,  when  she  died. 

Post>-mortem  on  Saturday  morning.  The  abdomen  greatly  tym- 
panitic; effusion  into  the  cavity,  with  streak  of  inflammatory  action 
over  the  bowels  and  peritoneum.  The  appendix  was  found  ulcer- 
ated through, at  its  lower  portion,  surrounded  by  considerable  pus; 
upon  the  outside,  and  in  contact  with  it,  was  found  a  portion  of  fecal 
matter  about  the  size  and  much '  the  shape  of  an  ordinary  white 
bean. 

Appended  is  the  meteorological  report  of  Dr.  Marcus  H.  Corson, 
of  Plymouth. 

Meteorological  Observations  made  at^  Plymouth  Meeting,  Montgomery 
County,  Fa, f  for  the  year  ending  May  31,  1871. 

June,  1870. 

No.  of  clear  days  .        •        .        .19  Min.  force  of  vapor  0.409  in.  on  the  2l8t 

"    cloudy  days        ...     11  and  22d. 

<<    days  on  which  it  rained      .     17  Mean  force  of  vapor  0.6C8  in. 

Max.  of  therm.  92®  on  the  28th.  Max.  relative  humidity  100  on  the  4th, 

Min.         **    ,  69®  on  the  Ist  &  22d.  10th,  and  11th. 

Max.  of  barom.  80.18  in.  on  the  28d.  Min.  relative  humidity  .40  on  the  25th. 

Min.         **         29.70  in.  on  the  80th.  Mean  relative  humidity  .82. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.959  in.  Mean  temperature  of  the  month  78®.16. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.915  in.  on  the  Amount  of  rain  3.40  in. 

27th. 

There  were  daily  rains  from  May  27th  to  June  8th,  and  rain  on  17  days  during 
the  month,  yet  the  latter  half  of  June  was  dry.  East  wind  for  17  consecutive 
mornings,  ended  11th.  The  mean  temperature  of  the  month  was  3°.7  above  June 
average  of  six  years. 
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Ijo.  of  clear  days  . 

"    cloudy  days 

*<  days  on  which  it  rained  .  12 
Max.  of  thermom.  98^  on  16th  &  17th. 
Min.  «•  60<>  on  8d. 

Max.  of  barometer  80.16  in.  on  8l8t. 
Min.  "  29.76  in.  on  Ist 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.979  in. 
Max.  force  of  yapor  1.147  in.  on  16th. 


July,  1870. 
23        Mean  force  of  vapor  7  A.M.  0.709  in., 
8  2  P.M.  0.790  in.,  9  P.M.  0.751  in. 

Max.  relatiYe  humidity  100  often. 
Min.  relative  humidity  .48  on  29th  and 

8l8t 

Mean   relative  humidity  7  A.M.   .87, 

2  P.M.  .76,  9  P.M.  86. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  month  76^.5. 
Amount  of  rain  5.21  in. 


Min.       <*        <*        0.483  in.  on  80th. 
The  thermometer  rose  to  90^,  and  higher,  on  nine  days  during  the  month. 


10 


No.  of  clear  days  . 

"    cloudy  days 

**    days  on  which  it  rained 
Max.  of  thermometer  89°  on  25th. 
Min.  "  57°  on  27th. 

Max.  of  barometer  80.82  in.  on  27th. 
Min.  *<         29.79  in.  on  4th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  80.002  in. 
Max.  force  of  vapor  1.046  in.  on  25th. 


August,  1870. 

.     23        Mean  force  of  vapor  7  A.M.  0.635  in., 

.      8  2  P.M.  0.688  in.,  9  P.M.  0.669  in. 

Max.  relative  humidity  100  on   10th 
and  nth. 

Min.  relative  humidity  .89  on  7th. 

Mean  relative  humidity   7   A.M.   89, 
2  P.M.  .64,  9  P.M.  .85. 

Mean  temperature  of  the  month  73^.52. 

Amount  of  rain  5.05  in. 


Min.     "  "         0.812  in.  on  26th. 

Auroras  19th  and  20th.  Very  smoky  or  baxy  atmosphere  21st,  22d,  23d,  and 
24th.  On  the  22d  at  5  P.M.  so  great  was  the  haziness  the  sun  cast  no  shadow; 
the  sky  at  the  time  was  perfectly  cloudless. 


No.  of  clear  days  . 

**    cloudy  days 

**    of  days  on  which  it  rained 
Max.  of  thermom.  86°  on  25th. 
Min.  "  47°  on  12th  &  20th. 

Max.  of  barometer  30.86  in.  on  21  st. 
Min.  «  29.72  in.  on  4th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  80.098  in. 
Max.  force  of  vapor  0.771  in.  on  80th. 


September,  1870. 
.     19        Min.  force  of  vapor  0.247  in.  on  11th. 
.     11        Mean  force  of  vapor  7  A.M.  0.460  in., 
5  2  P.M.  0.522  in.,  9  P.M.  0.530  in. 

Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 
Min.         "  •*        .35  on  11th. 

Mean   relative   humidity  7   A.M.   85, 

2  P.M.  59,  9  P.M.  84. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  month  66°.  2. 
Amount  of  rain  2.19  in. 


The  11th  was  a  remarkably  dry  day,  the  relative  humidity  at  2  P.M.  being  as 
low  as  .85,  which  is  the  lowest  ever  observed.  This  greatly  diminished  amount  of 
humidity  was  followed  by  a  white  frost  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  which  was  the 
first  of  the  season.    Another  slight  frost  occurred  on  the  morning  of  the  18th. 


No.  of  clear  days . 

**    cloudy  days 

<<    days  on  which  it  rained 
Max.  of  thermometer  77°  on  1st. 
Min.      "  "         35°  on  80th. 


October,  1870. 

.     16        Max.  of  barometer  80.52  in.  on  28d. 
.     15        Min.        «        *<      29.44  in.  on  20th. 
8        Mean  height  of  barometer  80.046  in. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.678  in.  on  1st. 

Min.      <•        X         0.183  in.  on  80th. 
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Mean  force  of  yapor  7  A.M.  0.841  in.,        Mean  relatiYe  humidity  7  A.M.  .89, 

2  P.M.  0.890  in.,  9  P.M.  0.869  in.  2  P.M.  .65,  9  P.M.  .88. 

Max.  relatiTe  humidity  100  the  8d,  4th,        Mean  temperature  of  the  month  55^.6. 

10th,  11th,  and  19th.  Amount  of  rain  6.01  in. 

Min.  relative  humidity  .40  on  8th. 

Magnificent  aurora  on  the  14th,  fh>m  7.86  P.M.  to  8.15  P.M.,  the  grandest  ever 
observed,  excepting  that  of  April  15th,  1869,  and  far  exceeding  it  in  brilliancy  of 
color.  It  commenced  in  the  £.N£.,  about  midway  between  the  horizon  and  xenith, 
rapidly  spread  towards  the  north,  and  finally  disappeared  low  down  in  the  north- 
west Its  appearance  was  somewhat  that  of  a  curtain  of  the  most  intense  crimson 
color,  frequently  changing  form  as  it  crossed  the  heavens,  and  finally  separating 
into  three  parallel  crimson  bands.  Low  down  in  the  north  was  an  arch  of  white 
light  with  pale  white  beams  radiating  toward  the  zenith.  Frosts  10th,  14tb,  16th, 
and  29th ;  with  ice  9th,  19th,  23d,  and  27th. 


15 
6 

1 


No.  of  clear  days . 

"    cloudy  days 

*<    days  on  which  it  rained 

"        *«  "         snowed 

Max.  of  thermom.  68^  on  2d. 
Min.  «<  26''  on  17th  &  20th. 

Max.  of  barometer  80.85  in.  on  80th. 
Min.  <*  29.50  in.  on  14th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.979  in. 
Max.  force  of  vapor  0.591  in.  on  2d. 

The  first  snow  of  the  season  fell  on  the  19th. 
BuflScient  for  measurement. 

December,  1870. 


November,  1870. 

.     15        Min.  force  of  vapor  0.189  in.  on  20th. 
Mean  force  of  vapor  7  A.M.  0.198  in., 

2  P.M.  0.257  in.,  9  P.M.  0.227  in. 
Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 
Min.         •*  "        .26  on  10th. 

Mean  relative  humidity  7  A.M.  .92, 

2  P.M.  .69,  9  P.M.  .87. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  month  48^.2. 
Amount  of  rain  2.27  in. 


The  amount  which  fell  was  not        ^ 


No.  of  clear  days  . 
•*    cloudy  days 
"    days  on  which  it  rained 
"        "  "  snowed 

Max.  of  thermometer  58^  on  4th. 

Min.  "  1**  on  80th. 

Max.  of  barometer  80.47  in.  on  25th. 

Min.  *<         29.48  in.  on  20th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.941  in. 

Max.  force  of  vapor  0.888  in.  on  12th. 


14        Min.  force  of  vapor  0.027  in.  on  24  th. 
17        Mean  force  of  vapor  7  A.M.  0.160  in., 
4  2  P.M.  0.192  in.,  9  P.M.  0.175  in. 

7        Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 
Min.         ««  "         .88  on  24th. 

Mean  relative  humidity  7  A.M.  .88, 

2  P.M.  .78,  9  P.M.  .86. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  month  83^.1. 
Amount  of  rain  &  melted  snow  1.51  in. 
Depth  of  snow  8.80  in. 


Mild  weather  till  21st,  from  then  to  the  close  of  the  month  no  thaw.  Ice  on 
ponds  was  5.40  inches  thick  on  27th.  Winds  almost  constantly  ft:om  the  W.SW. 
or  S.     No  north  wind  during  the  month. 

January,  1871. 


No.  of  clear  days  .  .  .  .12 
«*  cloudy  days  .  .  .19 
"  days  on  which  it  rained  .  4 
«•  "         "         snowed    .      6 

Max.  of  thermometer  62*'  on  15th. 


Min.  of  thermometer  1^  on  10th. 
Max.  of  barom.  80.58  in.  on  26th. 
Min.  **        29.75  in.  on  6th  &  81st. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  80.158  in. 
Max.  force  of  vapor  0.429  in.  on  15th. 
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Min.  force  of  yapor  0.084  In.  on  10th. 
Mean  force  of  yapor  7  A.M.  0.188  in., 

2  P.M.  0.168  in.,  9  P.M.  0.155  in. 
Max.  relatiye  humiditj  100  often. 
Min.      '  "  •*  .64  on  17th. 


Severe  snow  storms  with  high  winds  28d,  26th,  and  28th. 


Mean  relatiye  humidity  7  A.M.  .93, 

2  P.M.  .81,  9  P.M.  .92. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  month  28^.3. 
Amount  of  rain  &  melted  snow  4.04  in. 
Depth  of  snow  21.20  in. 


No.  of  clear  days . 
•*    cloudy  days 
**    days  on  which  it  rained 
**  "         **         snowed    . 

Max.  of  thermometer  56^  on  25th. 

Min.  ♦*  8®  on    6th. 

Max.  of  barometer  80.50  in.  on  28d. 

Min.  **         29.81  in.  on  18th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  80.010  in. 

Max.  force  of  yapor  0.418  in.  on  25th 


February,  1871. 
.     12        Min.  force  of  vapor  0.041  in.  on  5th. 
.     16        Mean  force  of  vapor  7  A.M.  0.140  in., 
.      5  2  P.M.  0.188  in.,  9  P.M.  0.157  in. 

6        Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 
Min.        "  «*        .59  on  16th. 

Mean  relative  humidity  7  A.M.  .89, 

2  P.M.  .81,9  P.M.  .89. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  month  80.18. 
Amount  of  rain  &  melted  snow  2.82  in. 
Depth  of  snow  18.50  in. 


14 

12 

2 


No.  of  clear  days . 
"    cloudy  days 
**    days  on  which  it  rained 
"        «*  «*        snowed 

Max.  of  thermometer  67°  on  9th. 

Min.  "  8P  on  29th. 

Max.  of  barometer  80.23  in.  on  20th 
and  29th. 

Min.  of  barometer  29.86  in.  on  27th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.952  in. 


March,  ISn. 

.     17        Min.  force  of  vapor  0.121  in.  on  24th. 

Mean  force  of  vapor  7  A.M.  0.228  in., 
2  P.M.  0.804  in.,  9  P.M.  0.267  in. 

Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 

Min.  relative  humidity  .88  on  24th. 

Mean  relative  humidity  7  A.M.  .88, 
2  P.M.  .71,  9  P.M.  .84. 

Mean  temperature  of  the  month  45*^.38. 

Amount  of  rain  &  melted  snow  4.20  in. 

Depth  of  snow  1.25  in. 


Max.  force  of  vapor  0.569  in.  on  8d. 

The  warmest  March  in  the  past  81  years.    Thermometer  below  the  freexing 
point  but  once,  and  then  at  81°  for  a  few  hours  only.     Winter  snow  fall  89.75  in. 


No.  of  clear  days . 

**    cloudy  days 

<*    days  on  which  it  rained 
Max.  of  thermometer  84°  on  8th. 
Min.  ««  80°  on  2d. 

Max.  of  barometer  80.43  iu.  on  24th. 
Min.  **         29.88  in.  on  11th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.851  in. 
Max.  force  of  vapor  0.718  in.  on  11th. 


April,  1871. 

.     18        Min.  force  of  vapor  0.181  in.  on  6th. 
.     12        Mean  force  of  vapor  7  A.M.  0.288  in., 
9  2  P.M.  0.899  in.,  9  P.M.  0.338  in. 

Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 

Min.         **  "        .36  on  6th. 

Mean  relative  humidity  7  A.M.   .88, 
2  P.M.  .66,  9  P.M.  .82 

Mean  temperature  of  the  month  54°.2. 

Amount  of  rain  0.99  in. 


The  warmest  April  on  record  since  1790.  Thermometer  marked  70°  and  higher 
on  seven  days.  On  the  8th  it  rose  to  84°,  on  the  9th  to  83°,  and  on  the  10th  to 
79° ;  degrees  of  heat  unprecedented  for  the  time  of  year.  Sweet  violets  in  bloom 
1st;  Sanguinaria  Canadensis,  Anemone  thalictroides,  and  Hepatica  triloba  in 
bloom  5th;  Trailing  arbutus  (Epigsea  repens)  in  bloom  7th  ;  Forsythia  flowers  7th; 
Saxifraga  Pennsylvanica,  8th;  Apricot  blossoms,  8th;  Peach,  10th;  Plum,  11th; 
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Cherry,  13th ;  Seckel  pair  in  blossom,  18th  ;  Bartlett  pear,  20th ;  Catharine  pear, 
22d  ;  Apple  trees  in  fall  blossom,  27th,  earlier  than  ever  before  recorded,  9  days 
earlier  than  in  spring  of  1870,  and  21  days  earlier  than  in  spring  of  1868 ;  Viola 
pedata  in  bloom,  16th ;  Qeranium  maoulatum  and  Podophyllnm  peltatnm,  80th. 
White  Arosts  in  low  grounds,  17th,  18th,  and  24th.  Fine  white  aurora,  9th.  Crim- 
son auroras,  18th  and  17th. 


8 


May,  ISn. 

22        Mean  force  of  yapor  7  A.M.  0.416  in., 
9  2  P.M.  0.608  in..  9  P.M.  0.427  in. 

Max.  relatiye  humidity  100  on  8d,  4th, 

6th,  6th,  and  29th. 
Min.  relative  humidity  .89  on  ^4th. 
Mean  relatiye  humidity  7  A.M.   .89, 

2  P.M.  .66,  9  P.M.  .81. 
Mean  temperature  of  the  month  62^.06. 
Amount  of  rain  8.16  in. 


No.  of  clear  days . 

"    cloudy  days 

'<    days  on  which  it  rained 
Max.  of  thermometer  89°  on  30th 
Min.  "  46°  on  11th. 

Max.  of  barometer  80.27  in.  on  25th. 
Min.  *<         29.62  in.  on  6th. 

Mean  height  of  barometer  29.940  in. 
Max.  force  of  yapor  0.846  in.  on  Slst 
Min.       <*  *<       0.209  in.  on  10th. 

There  were  hard  Arosts,  with  ice  as  thick  as  window  glass  on  the  8th,  11th,  and 
14th. 


Summary  for  the  year  ending  May  81,  1871 


ii, 


Max.  of  thermometer  98°  on  the  16th 

andnthof  July,  1870. 
Min.  of  thermometer  1°  on  the  80th  of 

Dec.  1870,  and  Jan.  10th,  1871. 
Max.   of  barometer  80.68  in.  on  the 

26th  of  January,  1871. 
Min.  of   barometer  29.81  in.  on    the 

18th  of  February,  1871. 
Mean  height  of  barometer  29.992  in. 


Max.  force  of  yapor  1.147  in.  on  the 
16th  of  July,  1870. 

Min.  force  of  yapor  0.027  in.  on  the 
24th  of  December,  1870. 

Max.  relative  humidity  100  often. 

Min.  relative  humidity  .86  on  the  11th 
of  September,  1870. 

Mean  temperature  of  the  year  68°.48. 

Am't  of  rain  &  melted  snow  40.84  in. 

Depth  of  snow  89.76  in. 

During  the  year  there  were  1095  observations  made  on  the  direc- 


tion  of  the  wind.    Of  these  there 

were — 

N.       winds 

86 

S.W.     winds     . 

, 

,        , 

178 

N.E.       " 

84 

W.          " 

. 

,        . 

246 

E. 

129 

N.W.     " 

, 

1 

149 

8.E.       •« 

88 



8.'        « 

146 

1096 

The  mean 

force  of  the  t 

rind  was  as  follows : — 

7  A.M.      2  P.U 

.  9  P.M. 

» 

7  A.M. 

2  P.M. 

9  P.M. 

June,        1870 

.     2.1        8.0 

2.0 

December,  1870   . 

1.7 

2.8 

2.0 

July,            "  . 

.     1.9        2.6 

1.4 

January,  1871 .     . 

1.4 

2.1 

1.8 

August,       *<  . 

.     1.6        2.6 

1.5 

February,  **    .     . 

1.6 

2.1 

1.6 

September,  *<  . 

.     1.7        2.9 

1.6 

March,       "    .     . 

2.0 

2.9 

20 

October,      "  . 

.     1.7        2.7 

1.6 

April,          «*    .     . 

2.6 

8.4 

1.9 

November,  "  . 

.     1.4        2.8 

1.8 

May,           "    .     . 

2.1 

8.1 

1.9 
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REPORT  OF  THE  NORTHAMPTON  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


Northampton  County  is  situated  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
State,  about  midway  between  its  northern  and  southern  borders. 
It  comprises  nearly  all  the  territory  between  the  Blue  Mountains 
on  the  north,  the  Delaware  River  on  the  east,  and  the  Lehigh  on 
the  west,  together  with  two  townships  south  of  the  Lehigh.  On 
account  of  the  courses  of  these  boundaries,  the  form  of  the  county 
is  nearly  a  triangle,  the  longest  side  of  which  is  the  Blue  Moun- 
tains from  the  Delaware  to  the  Lehigh  Water  Qaps.  Besides  the 
Delaware  and  Lehigh  Rivers,  there  are  numerous  smaller  streams 
with  rapid  currents,  on  account  of  which  there  is  very  little  mai'shy 
or  boggy  soil  in  the  county,  and  it  is,  therefore,  almost  entirely  free 
from  malarial  diseases. 

The  country  lying  between  the  Blue  and  Lehigh  Mountains  com- 
prises the  commencement  of  the  Kittaning  Yalley,  which  extends 
throughout  this  whole  State,  forming  the  Shenandoah  in  Virginia, 
the  valley  of  east  Tennessee,  and  losing  itself  in  northern  Ala- 
bama. The  valley  in  this  county,  if  not  through  its  whole  extent, 
can  be  divided  into  two  portions  by  a  line  commencing  at  the 
Delaware  River  six  or  seven  miles  south  of  the  Blue  Mountain, 
and  parallel  to  it,  southwesterly  to  the  Lehigh  River.  The  country 
north  of  this  line  has  a  different  soil  and  minerals  from  that  south 
of  it.  The  northern  belt  is  not  so  well  adapted  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses. The  chief  production,  besides  agricultural,  of  this  section, 
is  slate,  school,  roofing,  and  ornamental,  which  gives  employment 
to  many  laborers,  principally  English  and  Welsh  immigrants.  The 
section  south  of  the  aforesaid  line  and  the  Lehigh  furnishes  lime- 
stone and  iron  ore  in  great  abundance,  and,  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses, cannot  be  excelled  by  any  soil  in  the  State.  The  inhabitants 
of  the  county  are  principally  Pennsylvania  Germans,  and  their 
occupation  farming.  Large  quantities  of  iron  are  manufactured 
along  the  Lehigh,  thus  giving  employment  to  many  laborers  in 
bringing  the  ore  to  the  surface,  and  to  others  in  the  furnaces. 
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The  principal  epidemic  during  the  year  was  "  scarlet  fever."  It 
commenced  in  my  field  of  practice  in  November  last,  and  spread 
slowly,  continuing  up  to  the  present  time.  The  number  of  cases 
during  this  time,  in  my  practice,  of  all  forms  and  varieties  of  the 
disease,  was  160.  Of  these  cases,  fourteen  proved  fatal,  seven- 
teen were  followed  by  general  anasarca,  one  by  erysipelas  of  the 
scalp  and  face,  and  one  by  effusion  on  the  brain,  causing  convul- 
sions and  loss  of  sight  for  some  hours.  One  case  died  from  sup- 
puration of  the  glands  of  the  neck,  abscesses  having  formed,  dis- 
charging sanious  matter. 

In  the  treatment,  the  ordinary  remedies  were  used :  potassse  chlo- 
ras.,  tine,  fern  chlor.  If  stimulants  were  required,  ammonise  car- 
bonas,  and  wine  or  alcoholic  preparations,  cool  drinks,  cool  rooms, 
&c.,  were  directed.  I  tried  the  ice  treatment  in  several  cases, 
applying  it  in  a  bladder  around  the  throat,  where  the  glands  were 
much  swollen,  but  it  did  not  seem  to  have  any  effect  on  the 
swelling.  Ice- water  around  the  throat  was  tried  in  one  case  from 
the  commencement  of  the  disease,  and  constantly  applied.  This 
felt  very  soothing  to  the  child ;  as  soon  as  the  cloths  became  a  little 
warmed,  he  would  call  to  have  them  re-dipped  in  the  ice-water  and 
reapplied;  but  in  this  case,  also,  the  application  was  without  effect 
on  the  inflammation  of  the  throat.  This  latter  patient  became 
jaundiced,  the  liver  and  intestines  inflamed,  and  death  resulted. 
The  cold  head  douche  was  tried  in  one  of  those  congestive  cases 
where  delirium  was  the  prominent  symptom.  It  relieved  the  deli- 
rium, but  the  patient  died  afterwards  of  croup.  Dr.  A.  K.  Seem 
informed  me  that  he  used  the  cold-water  douche  in  two  cases  with 
success,  where  he  believed  any  other  treatment  would  have  failed. 
Dr.  Seip,  of  Bath,  informed  me  he  cured  two  cases  with  ice,  that 
would  have  terminated  fatally  under  the  ordinary  remedies. 

In  the  treatment  of  anasarca  I  received  good  effects  from  the 
Wahoo  root  and  Canada  fleabane,  in  infusion,  3j  of  each  to  Oj  of 
boiling  water,  given  alternately  every  three  hours  in  proper  doses, 
the  dose  for  an  adult  being  f^^jss.  In  two  cases  it  did  not  produce 
the  desired  effect ;  there  I  used  the  cream  of  tailar,  squill,  and 
sulphate  of  potash  with  good  effects. 

Those  patients  having  had  the  disease  in  a  mild  form  were  more 
subject  to  the  sequelse  than  those  more  severely  affected.  Exposure 
to  the  air  during  desquamation  was  sure  to  bring  on  dropsy. 

I  had  about  the  usual  number  of  obstetrical  cases  in  my  practice 
during  the  past  year ;  but  very  few  of  any  peculiar  interest.  I  was 
called  May  19th,  1871,  to  attend  Mrs.  S.  F.,8et.  36  years,  primipara, 
but  not  being  at  home.  Dr.  A.  A.  Seem  was  sent  for.  He  saw  the  case 
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about  three  o'clock  P.M.,  and  found  her  in  puerperal  convulsions. 
He  bled  her,  and  gave  her  calomel  and  ext.  colocynth  comp.,  with 
potass,  bromid.  The  fits  recurred  about  every  half  hour.  In  the 
evening  I  was  sent  for'  We  bled  the  patient  again,  and  as  the 
cathartic  had  not  acted,  an  injection  was  administered,  which  soon 
operated  well.  Bromide  of  potassium  was  continued,  twenty  grains 
every  half  hour,  and  chloroform  inhalations  given  whenever  we 
noticed  a  return  of  the  spasm.  Under  this  treatment  the  intervals 
became  longer,  so  that  by  midnight  two  hours  had  passed  without 
a  convulsion.  As  there  were  no  symptoms  of  labor  we  left  her  at 
that  time,  having  agreed  to  meet  at  nine  o'clock  the  next  morning. 
When  we  saw  her  at  that  time  labor-pains  had  come  on,  the  os  was 
dilated,  and  as  soon  as  the  head  had  passed  through  the  womb.  Dr. 
Seem  applied  the  forceps,  and  delivered  her  of  a  full-grown  still- 
born child.  We  supposed  the  child  to  have  been  dead  several  days. 
She  was  unconscious  when  first  seen,  and  remained  so  for  several 
days  after  delivery,  but  made  a  good  recovery.  I  think  we  received 
greater  benefits  from  the  chloroform  than  from  the  bromide  in  this 
case. 

Dr.  Green  reports  that  scarlatina  began  to  appear  in  his  practice 
in  October  last,  and  that  cases  of  this  disease  continued  to  occur 
till  the  month  of  January,  18*71.  Other  practitioners  in  Easton 
met  with  cases  a  month  or  two  later. 

Nothing  peculiar  was  observed  in  the  disease  as  it  appeared  in 
Easton.  A  mild  and  cooling  treatment,  as  heretofore,  produced 
the  most  beneficial  results.  The  chlorate  salts  controlled  the  affec- 
tion of  the  throat,  and  acted  well  upon  the  general  system.  Caustics 
and  strong  acids,  applied  by  means  of  a  sponge,  too,  often  pro- 
duce an  infiammation  in  the  surrounding  parts,  which,  in  the  con. 
dition  of  the  system  in  this  disease,  passes  into  an  unhealthy  form ; 
and  the  disturbance  to  the  little  patient's  system  caused  by  the 
use  of  a  remedy  so  unpleasant  to  the  child,  adds  greatly  to  the 
danger  of  the  disease.  In  scarlatina  it  is  emphatically  true  that 
the  "nimia  diligentia  medici"  has  done  great  harm.  The  physi- 
cian finds  more  ready  co-operation  in  his  treatment  now  than 
formerly,  and  it  is  far  easier  to  conduct  the  treatment  of  this  dis- 
ease in  a  cool  room,  with  cold  drinks,  and,  when  proper,  with  cold 
applications  to  the  body  of  the  patient. 
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JOSEPH  KINNERSLEY  SWIFT,  M.D.    179a-1871. 

The  Medical  Society  of  Northampton  County  is  called  to  record 
the  death  of  an  honorary  member,  Dr.  Joseph  Kinnbesley  Swift, 
who  died  at  his  residence  in  Easton,  on  Sunday,  April  9th,  1871. 
Dr.  Swift  had  retired  from  the  active  duties  of  the  profession  some 
years  before  the  organization  of  medical  societies  became  common 
in  this  country,  and  therefore  did  not  connect  himself  with  our 
county  Society.  Its  members  felt,  however,  that  it  was  becoming 
to  elect  him  to  honorary  membership,  and  he  was  so  elected  soon 
after  the  formation  of  the  Society.  He  was  not  known  personally, 
therefore,  by  the  younger  members  of  this  Society,  but  of  his  skill 
and  learning  none  are  ignorant. 

Joseph  K.  Swift  was  bom  in  Moreland,  Philadelphia  County,  Penn- 
sylvania, March  10th,  1798.  His  ancestor.  Dr.  Samuel  Swift,  of  Eng- 
lish descent,  was  the  first  of  the  family  to  settle  at  that  place,  and 
was  Joseph's  great-grandfather.  From  a  published  notice  of  him  we 
learn  that  he  was  an  "eminent  physician.  His  cotemporarles  repre- 
sent him  as  a  physician  of  much  skill  and  prudence,  and  as  having 
an  extensive  practice  in  that  vicinity.  He  died  in  1780,  lamented 
by  all  who  knew  him."  On  his  maternal  side  he  was  a  descendant 
of  the  Rev.  Ebenezer  Kinnersley,  who  was  Professor  of  Oratory 
and  English  Literature  in  the  College  and  Academy  of  Philadel- 
phia from  1753  to  1773.  Prof.  Kinnersley  was  born  in  the  city  of 
Gloucester,  England,  and  arrived  in  this  country  in  the  third  year 
of  his  age.  He  was  the  friend  of  Dr.  Franklin,  and  was  associated 
with  him  in  his  electrical  experiments  and  discoveries.  The  medi- 
cal profession  will  delight  to  honor  his  memory  as  the  first  to  teach 
the  new  science  of  electricity  to  the  first  class  of  medical  students 
in  the  college,  now  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  In  the  an- 
nouncement of  the  second  course  to  medical  classes,  Dr.  W.  Smith 
thus  wrote :  "  To  the  standing  use  of  the  large  apparatus  belonging 
to  the  college  Mr.  Kinnersley  has  engaged  to  add  the  use  of  his 
electrical  apparatus,  which  is  fixed  there,  and  to  deliver  the  lectures 
on  electricity  himself,  as  well  as  to  give  his  occasional  assistance  in 
other  branches.'" 

1  The  diploma  conferring  the  degree  of  Master  of  Arts  upon  Mr.  Kinnersley  by 
the  College  and  Academy  is  yet  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Elizabeth  Boucher,  a 
niece  of  Dr.  J.  E.  Swift.  It  is  inserted  here  as  a  specimen  of  the  diplomas  of 
that  period,  and  also  as  it  shows  the  ground  on  which  the  degree  was  conferred  on 
this  early  instructor  in  the  medical  department  of  the  college. 

(«The  Provost,  Vice  ProYost  and  Professors  of  the  College  and  Academy  of 
Phila.  To  all  Persons  to  whom  These  Presents  shall  come,  Greeting.  Whereas 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Ebenezer  Kinnersley,  Professor  of  English  and  Oratory,  in  this  Col- 
lege and  Academy,  has  distinguished  himself,  not  only  in  his  Office  as  a  faithful 
Instructor  of  Youth,  but  likewise  by  his  Skill  and  Sagacity  in  contriving  Experi- 
ments and  making  Discoyeries,  in  that  new  Branch  of  Philosophy,  called  Electri- 
city. Know  Ye,  that  we  being  desirous  to  encourage  such  instances  of  publick 
Merit,  have  at  a  Commencement  held  May  17th,  1757,  admitted  said  Rev.  Mr. 
Ebenezer  Kinnersley  to  the  honorary  degree  of  Master  of  Arts,  he  having  been 
recommended  to  us  for  that  Purpose  by  a  Mandate  with  the  Hands  and  Privy  Seal 
of  our  Trustees.     In  witness  whereof  these  presents  are  sealed  with  the  great  Seal 
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Joseph  K.  Swift  enjoyed  the  advantages  of  a  liberal  education, 
and  was  devoted  to  literary  studies  during  his  whole  life.  At  an 
early  age  he  entered  the  office  of  Dr.  Dorsey,  who  was  at  that  time 
assistant  to  Dr.  Physick  in  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  He 
received  the  degree  of  Doctor  of  Medicine  in  the  spring  of  1816. 
During  his  pupilage  he  had  the  instructions  of  Drs.  Rush,  Physick, 
Barton,  and  James,  and  was  a  worthy  disciple  of  these  great  mas- 
ters. During  the  year  after  his  graduation  he  located  himself  in 
Easton,  and  soon  was  established  as  the  leading  surgeon  and  phy- 
sician of  the  town  and  surrounding  country.  For  about  twenty 
years  he  pursued  his  profession  with  great  energy  and  success,  ac- 
quiring an  enviable  reputation  among  the  educated  and  intelligent 
people  of  this  community.  To  the  gi*ace  of  manners  were  added 
the  refinements  of  literature  in  the  subject  of  this  biography,  and 
they  commended  him  to  the  best  society  of  the  place  as  a  culti- 
vated gentleman.  A  student  in  his  profession,  he  kept  himself  in 
the  front  line  of  medical  progress,  and  this  not  only  while  engaged 
in  active  practice,  but  until  within  a  short  period  of  his  death. 
His  favorite  Journal  of  Medical  Science  he  desired  to  be  read  to 
him  when  his  failing  vision  did  not  enable  him  to  read.  All  who 
employed  him  professionally  knew  that  he  brought  to  his  aid  the 
improvements  and  discoveries  of  a  progressive  science.  His  great 
mechanical  skill  fitted  him  to  excel  in  surgical  practice,  enabling 
him  to  secure  every  possible  comfort  to  the  patient,  and  to  obtain 
successful  results  after  mechanical  injuries.  Had  he  occupied  the 
position  of  hospital  surgeon,  his  inventions  in  this  department  of 
his  profession  would  have  placed  him  in  the  front  rank  of  the  sur- 
geons of  his  day. 

The  profession  has  given  him  due  credit  for  inventing  the  appli- 
cation of  adhesive  strips  in  making  extension  in  the  treatment  of 
fracture.  Prof.  S.  D.  Gross,  one  of  Dr.  Swift's  pupils,  in  his  System 
of  Surgery,  first  edition,  1859,  vol.  ii.  p.  117,  thus  writes:  "Ameri- 
can practitioners  are  now  much  in  the  habit  of  employing  adhesive 
strips  in  the  treatment  of  fractures,  either  as  retentive  means,  or 
for  the  purpose  of  effecting  and  maintaining  extension  and  counter- 
extension.  In  the  latter  capacity  I  was  first  to  call  attention  to 
the  subject  in  my  Treatise  on  the  Diseases  of  the  Bones  and  Joints, 
published  in  this  city  in  1830.  I  had  witnessed  their  excellent  effect 
in  the  practice  of  my  former  preceptor.  Dr.  Joseph  K.  Swift,  of 
Easton,  in  the  case  of  oblique  complicated  fracture  of  the  leg,  at- 
tended with  so  much  injury  of  the  soft  parts  as  to  interfere  effec- 
tually with  the  employment  of  the  gaiter  and  other  counter-extend- 

of  the  College  and  Academy  and  subscribed  with  our  uames  this  18th  day  of  May 
of  the  year  aforesaid. 

WILLIAM  SMITH,  Proy.  College  &  Academy. 

FRAN:  ALISON,  Vice  Provost  of  y«  College  &,  Rector  of  y«  Acad. 

THEOPHILUS  GREW,  Math.  Prof. 

PAUL  JACKSON,  Prof,  of  Lang." 

Mr.  Kinnersley  married  Sarah,  a  daughter  of  Joseph  and  Sarah  Duffield ;  his 
daughter,  Esther  Kinnersley,  married  Joseph  Shewell ;  and  their  daughter  Eliza- 
beth married  Edward  Swift,  the  father  of  Uie  subject  of  this  memoir.  John,  the 
son  of  Dr.  Samuel  Swift,  of  Moreland,  was  the  father  of  Edward,  abore  named. 
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ing  bands.  The  man  had  suffered  a  great  deal  of  pain,  until  his 
patience  was  almost  exhausted,  when  trial  was  made  with  adhesive 
strips,  carried  along  the  sides  of  the  limb  towards  the  knee,  their 
free  extremities  being  tied  below  the  foot  to  the  transverse  block 
connecting  the  two  splints.  Great  comfort  was  the  consequence, 
and  the  case  progressed  favorably  from  that  time  forward."*  The 
reviewer  of  Dr.  Gross's  Surgery,  in  the  January  number  of  the 
American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  1860,  page  136,  refers 
to  the  above  paragraph  from  Dr.  G.'s  Surgery,  and  to  the  claims  of 
the  invention  by  Dr.  Crosby,  of  New  Hampshire,  and  says :  "  Like 
many  other  good  things  in  practice,  it  appears  to  have  remained 
unnoticed  in  the  hands  of  a  very  few  practitioners,  until  Dr.  E. 
Wallace  secured  its  adoption  in  the  wards  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Hospital,  some  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  ago,  by  contriving  the  ex- 
tending band,  which  is  now  the  established  favorite  in  the  manage- 
ment of  oblique  fractures  of  the  femur." 

In  the  review  of  Dr.  Hamilton's  Treatise  on  Fractures  and  Dis- 
locations^ in  the  April  number  of  the  same  journal,  page  435,  we  find 
a  full  history  of  the  introduction  of  this  treatment 

It  has  surprised  us  to  find  that  Dr.  Hamilton  positively  awards 
to  Dr.  Josiah  Crosby,  of  New  Hampshire,  the  credit  of  having 
brought  the  use  of  the  adhesive  plaster  extending  bands  ^^  into 
notice,  if  not,  indeed,  of  the  first  suggestion."  This  is  certainly  a 
mistake,  unless  Dr.  Crosby's  own  account  be  erroneous.  {Am.  Journ. 
Med.  Sciences^  1864,  vol.  xxvii.  p.  77.)  This  gentleman  claims  only 
to  have  used  it  '^for  the  first  time  in  1849;"  that  is,  at  least  five 
years  after  it  had  been  in  constant  use  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hos- 
pital in  many  cases,  and  one  year  after  a  description  had  been  given 
of  it,  with  a  strong  recommendation,  by  Dr.  Sargent  in  his  Minor 
Surgery  (edition  of  1848,  p.  201),  and  in  his  American  edition  (the 
second)  of  DruitVs  Surgery^  also  published  in  1848.  Dr.  Crosby 
appears  to  have  presented  some  account  of  the  adhesive  extending 
bands  at  the  meeting  of  the  New  Hampshire  Medical  Society  in 

>  It  18  singular  that  writers  on  sargery  and  its  teachers  hare  been  so  slow  to 
tBStablish  the  claims  of  our  deceased  friend  to  this  inyention.  Prof.  Gross  earlj 
referred  to  his  work  on  the  subject,  published  in  1830;  and  his  description  of  the 
method  of  using  adhesire  strips  by  Dr.  Swift  at  that  time  should  have  settled  this 
matter  at  once.  It  would  seem  to  be  pertinent  to  insert  here  the  paragraph  from 
Dr.  Gross's  work  in  which  he  describes  the  first  use  of  the  adhesire  strips: — 

**  In  complicated  fractures  of  the  leg  it  not  unfrequently  happens  that  the  soft 
parts  about  the  ankle  are  so  much  contused  or  otherwise  injured  as  to  render  it 
Impossible  to  employ  the  usual  extending  bands.  When  this  is  found  to  be  the 
case,  the  difficulty  may  usually  be  remedied  by  applying  along  each  side  of  the 
leg,  as  high  up  as  the  seat  of  the  Aracture  will  admit,  a  piece  of  strong  muslin, 
about  two  feet  and  a  half  in  length,  two  inches  and  a  half  in  width,  and  spread  at 
one  of  its  extremities  with  adhesive  plaster.  The  part  which  is  applied  upon  the 
limb  should  be  confined  by  three  or  four  circular  strips,  so  as  to  keep  it  firmly  in 
its  place  and  equalize  the  extending  power.  The  h>ee  extremities  of  the  extend- 
ing bands  should  then  be  tied  under  the  sole  of  the  foot,  and  be  secured  to  the 
block  or  bar  which  connects  the  lower  ends  of  the  splints.  This  mode  of  making 
extension,  for  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  ingenuity  of  my  friend  and  preceptor. 
Dr.  Swift,  of  this  place,  will,  I  am  fully  persuaded,  be  found  highly  useful  in  prac- 
tice, and  satisfactorily  obyiate  the  inconveniences  to  which  I  have  just  alluded." — 
The  Anatomy^  Phytiology^  and  Diteatu  of  the  Bones  and  Joints.  By  Samubl  D. 
Gboss,  M.D.,  1830. 

SIXTH  SERIES. — PART  n.  2*7 
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1850.  This  is  noticed  in  a  review  of  Dr.  Sargent's  Minor  Surgery 
in  the  New  Hampshire  Journal  for  August,  1850,  which  also  refers 
to  Dr.  Wallace's  employment  of  the  strips  as  described  by  Dr.  S. 
(See  also  N.  H,  Journ,^  Oct.  1850,  p.  65.)  Dr.  Gilbert,  in  a  paper 
published  in  this  journal  in  1851  (vol.  xxi.  p.  TO),  rightly  attributed 
its  then  comparatively  recent  introduction  into  general  practice  to 
Dr.  EUerslie  Wallace,  who  had  first  resorted  to  it  at  the  Pennsylva- 
nia Hospital  in  January,  1844.  (See  also  Med,  Exam,^  Phila.,  Dec. 
1852.)  Dr.  Gilbert  was  preceded  by  Dr.  Crosby  only  in  a  paragraph 
in  Dr.  Mussey's  Report  on  Surgery  in  the  Transactions  of  the  Ame- 
rican Medical  Association  for  1850  (p.  387),  and  probably  has  quite 
as  much  right  to  the  credit  of  success  in  attracting  the  attention  of 
the  profession  to  the  subject  as  Dr.  Crosby  or  Dr.  Mussey,  although 
neither  is  entitled  to  priority  of  actual  publication,  and  still  less  to 
the  credit  of  original  invention.  The  only  other  claimant  is  Dr. 
Gr68s  {Med.  Exam.^  Phila.  Nov.  1852),  in  behalf  of  Dr.  Swift,  of 
Easton,  as  inventor,  and  of  himself  as  the  promulgator  of  the  prac- 
tice, in  his  work  on  the  Anatomy^  Physiology^  IXseases^  and  Injuries 
of  the  Bones  and  Joints^  published  in  1830  (p.  50).  This  last  claim 
is  more  reasontible,  although  it  rests  on  a  rather  slender  basis,  inas- 
much as  the  only  allusion  to  the  subject  consists  in  the  mention  that 
the  author's  preceptor.  Dr.  Swift,  had  used  two  parallel  strips  of 
muslin  spread  at  their  upper  ends  with  adhesive  plaster,  as  extend- 
ing bands  in  the  treatment  of  certain  complicated  fractures  of  the 
leg,  this  allusion  being  followed  by  a  general  recommendation  of  the 
method  as  a  good  one.  This  statement  merely  shows  that  the  writer 
was  on  the  threshold  of  a  valuable  improvement,  but  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  pursued  it  beyond  the  first  step,  though  this  was  an 
exceedingly  suggestive  one.  We  are  satisfied,  however,  that  Dr. 
Gross  is  right  in  his  claim  for  Dr.  Swift,  since,  as  Dr.  Wallace  has 
recently  informed  us,  the  first  employment  of  the  plan  in  question 
in  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital  was  due  to  a  vague  hint  given  him 
incidentally  by  Dr.  Innis,  a  pupil  of  Dr.  Swift,  in  which  the  former 
merely  said  that  his  "  old  preceptor  was  in  the  habit  of  using  stick- 
ing-plaster instead  of  garters  for  keeping  up  extension  in  fractured 
thighs."  The  idea  was  soon  worked  out  by  Dr.  W.,  and  resulted, 
after  many  trials,  in  the  arrangement  first  described  by  Dr.  Sargent. 
Six  months  after  his  first  successful  experiment.  Dr.  W.  again  saw 
Dr.  Innis,  and  learned  from  him  that  Dr.  Swift  had  found  that  one 
long  parallel  strip  on  each  side  of  the  leg,  without  bandage  or  cir- 
cular strips,  was  all  that  was  needed  for  the  purpose,  as  they  held 
their  places  sufficiently  under  the  pressure  of  the  junk-bags  and 
splints.  This  led  to  the  present  mode  of  application,  which  is  erro- 
neously awarded  to  Dr.  Crosby  in  the  report  of  Dr.  Mussey.  Dr. 
Crosby,  in  his  paper,  prefers  securing  the  bands  with  the  ordinary 
circular  bandage,  according  to  the  original  plan  of  Dr.  Wallace. 
Under  the  circumstances,  it  seems  strange  that  the  great  importance 
of  this  improvement  of  Dr.  Swift  should  not  have  been  recognized 
and  generally  adopted  as  it  is  now,  long  before  Dr.  Wallace  first 
heard  of  it  from  Dr.  Innis. 

We  think  the  profession  is  indebted  to  him  also  for  the  great 
change  in  the  size  of  the  needle  employed  in  the  twisted  suture. 
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Having  observed  that  scars  were  frequently  formed  by  the  old 
harelip-pin,  his  love  of  neat  dressings  led  him  early  in  his  prac- 
tice to  make  use  of  a  fine  gold  pin  in  the  treatment  of  harelip,  and 
in  the  treatment  of  wounds  of  the  face,  We  have  heard  the  Doctor 
.relate  how  the  description  of  this  fine  pin,  made  in  the  salesroom 
of  Mr.  John  Rohrer,  in  Philadelphia,  was  taken  up  by  a  surgeon,  and 
used  by  him ;  and  so,  like  his  application  of  the  adhesive  strips, 
passed  into  use  in  surgical  practice,  if  not  in  the  kind  of  metal  used 
by  him,  in  the  size  of  the  pin  he  employed.  We  think  his  small 
gold  pin  still  the  best  in  use;  as  it  cannot  oxydize,  and  as  it  does 
not  cause  irritation,  it  may  be  left  to  support  the  parts  till  union  is 
completed. 

We  have  already  referred  to  his  fine  literary  attainments;  to  these 
were  added  great  conversational  powers,  and  a  warm,  social  nature. 
Perhaps  no  one  ever  attracted  to  himself  warmer  friends,  or  a  larger 
circle  of  intelligent  companions.  His  home  was  the  resort  of  pro* 
fessors  of  the  college,  clergymen,  gentlemen  of  the  bar,  or  scientific 
and  literary  persons  who  visited  the  place  of  his  residence ;  and 
this  continued  until  the  period  of  his  death. 

He  was  always  conscientious  in  the  discharge  of  professional 
duties,  and  when  convinced  that  a  particular  course  of  treatment 
was  necessary,  he  always  pursued  it,  however  doubtful  its  propriety 
might  seem  to  be  to  others.  No  man  ever  held  in  greater  contempt 
every  form  of  quackery,  and  everything  that  was  mean  or  falsely 
pretentious.  He  felt  that  he  was  called  upon  to  maintain  the  dig- 
nity and  honor  of  his  profession,  and  long  before  we  published  our 
Code  of  Ethics  he  practised  its  principles  under  the  keenest  sense 
of  their  claims  upon  a  true  physician.  His  regard  for  the  honor 
and  advancement  of  his  profession  made  him  careful  in  directing  the 
education  of  young  men  for  the  medical  profession;  and  he  allowed 
none  to  enter  his  office  as  pupils  who  had  not  made  suitable  attain- 
ments in  preparatory  studies.  Were  all  who  are  now  in  the  profes- 
sion as  careful  in  guarding  the  door  of  entrance  to  it,  it  would 
secure  that  position  which  all  well-educated  physicians  desire  it 
should  occupy.  There  seems  to  be  no  other  good  hope  for  its 
proper  elevation  while  the  schools  do  not  examine  pupils  when 
they  enter  the  medical  class,  and  too  often  confer  the  medical  de- 
gree on  those  whose  education  has  not  qualified  them  to  occupy  the 
place  of  a  true  physician,  or  that  of  a  refined  gentleman. 

Dr.  Swift  exacted  a  promise  from  his  pupils  that  they  should 
study  three  years,  attend  three  courses  of  lectures,  and  not  practice 
until  they  had  received  the  medical  degree. 

During  the  busy  years  of  his  professional  life,  he  pursued  the 
study  of  mineralogy,  and  collected  a  beautiful  cabinet  of  minerals, 
which  is  now,  in  the  form  in  which  he  left  it,  in  Jenks's  Hall,  at  La- 
fayette College.  He  was  the  first  to  develop  the  mineralogy  of  this 
region,  and  attracted,  by  his  discoveries,  other  eminent  mineralo- 
gists to  visit  this  place,  such  as  Prof.  Silliman  the  elder.  Prof.  Troost, 
Baron  Lederer,  and  others  still  living,  who  are  devoted  to  the  study 
of  this  science.  Among  his  correspondents,  we  find,  from  his  col- 
lection, were  McClure,  Bishop  Huffel,  LeSeur,  Prof.  Sheppard,  and 
the  President  of  the  Russian  Mines.    When  shut  out  by  sickness 
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from  intercourse  with  society  beyond  his  home,  he  found  delight  in 
the  study  of  minerals,  and  in  his  well-furnished  workshop,  where 
his  mechanical  skill  was  employed  in  making  beautiful  articles  of 
taste  for  his  friends.  Early  in  life  he  reached  the  fame  of  a  "great 
shot,"  as  a  sportsman;  the  coolness  and  deliberation  which  made 
him  a  good  surgeon,  qualified  him  to  become  a  "great  shot."  It 
was  his  custom,  for  many  years,  to  spend  a  week  on  the  Pocono 
Mountain  in  the  season  of  grouse  or  prairie-hen  shooting,  which 
he  continued  until  these  birds  became  extinct  in  this  region. 

For  more  than  thirty  years  he  suffered  from  a  painful  disease 
with  a  patience  and  heroism  which  probably  have  no  parallel.  He 
was  cheerful  in  the  society  of  his  friends,  never  referred  to  his  suf- 
ferings, and  it  is  known  that  he  never  used  an  anodyne.  But  he 
finally  longed  for  the  better  land,  so  freely  promised  in  that  blessed 
revelation  which  he  loved  to  study.  He  is  remembered  as  a  highly 
educated  physician,  warmly  attached  to  his  profession  and  devoted 
to  its  progress,  as  a  fine  scholar,  and  as  a  warm  friend.        T.  G. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SPECIAL  COMMITTEE  ON  METEOROLOGY  AND 
EPIDEMICS  OF  THE  PHILADELPHIA  CODNTY  MEDICAL 
SOCIETY  FOR  THE  YEAR  1870. 


The  year  1870  was  one  of  unusual  interest  in  the  history  of 
Philadelpliia  in  respect  to  both  the  subjects  on  which  your  com- 
mittee is  called  upon  to  report.  Its  Meteorology  was  marked  by 
great  contrasts  in  regard  to  temperature,  humidity,  and  amount  of 
rainfall,  such  as  inevitably  exert  a  prejudicial  influence  on  human 
health,  while  its  medical  records  show  the  prevalence  of  three 
serious  and  alarming  Epidemics:  one  heretofore  an  entire  stranger 
to  our  city  and  countit'y;  one  a  rare  visitant;  and  the  third,  though 
endemic,  prevailing  to  an  extent  unknown  for  the  past  nine  years. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  find  a  cause  for  congratulation  and  thank- 
fulness in  the  remarkable  exemption  of  the  city  from  the  fearful 
scourge  of  smallpox,  not  only  during  the  past,  but  also  the  two 
preceding,  years.  In  the  course  of  this  triennium  but  sixteen  deaths 
are  reported  from  that  disease,  a  smaller  number  than  for  any 
period  of  equal  length  since  records  have  been  kept.  This  is  the 
more  remarkable  when  we  consider  how  alarmingly  prevalent  and 
malignant  this  affection  was  during  the  latter  half  of  the  past 
year  in  France  and  Great  Britain,  and  even  in  New  York.  Its 
unusual  prevalence  in  the  latter  city  is,  however,  probably  due 
to  its  intimate  commercial  relations  with  infected  cities  abroad. 
During  the  week  ending  December  30th,  1870,  the  deaths  in  Paris 
from  this  cause  amounted  to  the  fearful  sum  of  454.  We  have  not 
the  data  for  the  corresponding  week  in  London,  but  one  month 
later  the  number  of  victims  in  that  city  amounted  in  one  week  to 
196.  The  evidence  in  favor  of  the  preventive  and  modifying  influ- 
ence of  vaccination,  as  observed  during  the  late  and  present  epi- 
demics in  Europe,  and  for  the  past  few  years  in  the  Prussian  army, 
is  so  cumulative,  and,  to  any  unprejudiced  and  intelligent  mind,  so 
convincing,  that  it  becomes  a  question  whether  the  State  should 
not  exercise  its  authority  to  enforce  so  thorough  a  protection  of 
our  entire  population,  during  this  period  of  immunity,  as  forever  to 
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Stamp  out  the  dread  infection.  Your  Committee  will  ask  leave  to 
introduce  a  resolution  looking  to  such  action  at  the  close  of  their 
report.  Of  the  196  deaths  recorded  above,  118  were  of  unvaccinated 
persons,  a  large  excess  when  we  consider  how  many  persons,  vac- 
cinated in  infancy  only,  and  therefore,  it  may  be,  imperfectly  pro- 
tected, must  have  been  affected  with  variola  or  varioloid  in  such  an 
epidemic. 

METEOROLOGY. 

A  reference  to  the  full  and  carefully  prepared  meteorological 
tables,  which  your  Committee  are  a'ble  to  present  through  the  kind- 
ness of  Prof.  Kirkpatrick,  whose  courteous  and  ready  compliance 
with  their  suggestions  they  desire  here  to  acknowledge,  will  dis- 
close the  fact  that  the  average  temperature  for  the  year  was  more 
than  2°  higher  than  for  a  period  of  nineteen  years  previous,  while 
the  average  for  the  summer  months  was  2.62°  higher  than  that  for 
the  corresponding  months  during  the  same  period,  and  continued 
in  nearly  as  great  excess  during  the  early  part  of  the  autumn. 

The  spring  rains  were  excessive,  10.65  inches  falling  during  the 
months  of  April  and  May,  and  unusually  high  tides  prevailed  at 
the  same  time,  with  the  result  of  opening  crevasses  in  the  embank- 
ments of  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill,  and  thus  submerging  all  the 
low  lands  in  the  southern  section  of  the  city  and  the  country  below 
for  a  distance  of  several  mile^.  This  was  followed  by  an  unusually 
dry  June  (the  rainfall  amounting  to  only  2.64  inches),  during  which 
the  intense  heat  of  the  sun  rapidly  converted  the  overflowed  waters 
into  steaming  vapors,  and  exposed  the  soaked  and  marshy  ground 
to  its  unhealthful  action.  In  July  the  usual  average  was  main- 
tained, but  in  August,  although  the  storms  were  few,  the  rains 
were  very  copious,  nearly  reaching  the  high  figure  of  6  inches, 
while  the  month  of  September  was  as  remarkable  for  its  extreme 
drought,  rain  falling  on  only  five  days,  and  to  the  extent  of  1.6 
inch.  When  it  is  remembered  that  not  only  were  these  long 
periods  of  wet  weather  followed  by  corresponding  l9ng  periods  of 
drought,  but  that  these  heavy  rains  were  immediately  followed  by 
intense  heat  and  scorching  suns,  the  average  of  sky  covered  by 
cloud  being  unusually  small  in  August,  and  there  being  but  eight 
days  on  which  rain  fell,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  atmospheric  and 
telluric  conditions  were  such  as  naturally  to  awaken  Apprehensions 
in  the  mind  of  the  thoughtful  physician. 

The  electrical  state  of  the  atmosphere  was  also,  during  the  spring 
and  summer,  peculiarly  perturbed.  There  was  much  thunder  and 
lightning,  oflen  severe,  and  on  the  9th  of  May  a  storm  of  hail 
burst  over  the  city  without  a  parallel  in  the  memory  of  living  man. 
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not  only  destroying  property  to  the  extent  of  many  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  but  actually  imperilling  life  and  limb,  and  inflicting 
many  serious  ii\juries.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  summer  thun- 
der showers  seemed  to  be  somewhat  replaced  by  more  purely  elec- 
trical storms  under  the  form  of  auroree  boreales,  some  of  which 
were  of  exceeding  beauty  and  brilliancy,  that  of  the  19th  of  August 
being  one  of  great  splendor,  and  having  been  visible  in  Europe  as 
well  as  over  a  great  part  of  this  continent.  These  displays  were 
renewed  during  the  latter  half  of  October,  continuing  for  a  number 
of  successive  nights.  The  telegraph  wires  were  so  much  affected  by 
them  as  at  times  to  become  quite  uncontrollable  by  the  operators, 
and  to  suspend, communication.  Many  persons  were  conscious  of 
a  peculiar  and  otherwise  unaccountable  languor  for  a  few  hours 
immediately  preceding  these  singular  disorders  of  the  electrical 
equilibrium  of  the  atmosphere.  Very  rapid  variations  of  tempera- 
ture often  accompanied  them,  but  were  usually  transient.  Thus, 
for  instance:  From  August  18th  to  the  end  of  the  month,  the 
difference  between  the  highest  and  lowest  temperature  for  each  day 
was  from  16°  to  19®,  while  on  the  26th  and  26th  the  thermometer 
fell  from  91°  to  66°  in  thirty-one  hours,  a  difference  of  26°.  Our 
meteorological  table  (No.  2),  however,  indicates  that  these  sudden 
changes  were  unusually  frequent  during  the  year,  even  for  our 
fickle  climate,  and  to  them  is  undoubtedly  to  be  attributed  much 
of  the  increased  mortality  over  the  previous  year,  especially  where 
it  was  due  to  phthisis  pulmonalis  and  affections  of  the  respiratory 
system  generally.  As  might  be  expected  from  the  intense  heat  of 
the  summer,  deaths  from  its  direct  effects  were  frequent,  fifty-two 
being  registered  as  attributable  to  coup  de  soleil^  while  many  more 
certainly  died  of  exhaustion  from  this  cause  who  are  entered  under 
the  general  head  of  debility. 

The  deaths  from  the  former  affection  (phthisis)  will  be  found  tabu- 
lated, by  quarters,  in  Mortuary  Table,  No.  2,  A.  They  amounted 
to  2308,  an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  333,  and  constituted 
13.18  per  cent,  of  the  entire  mortality.  The  largest  number  of 
deaths  from  this  disease  occurred  in  March  (263),  the  smallest  in 
October  (163).  In  regard  to  the  latter  somewhat  indefinite  heading 
(debility),  it  is  evidently  a  convenient  cloak  for  ignorance.  809 
deaths  are  assigned  to  this  cause  independently  of  688  from  old 
age,  and  290  from  inanition,  making  a  total  from  these  closely  allied 
causes  of  1681,  or  10  per  cent,  of  the  entire  number.  This  consti- 
tuted an  increase  over  the  previous  year  of  289,  or  20  per  cent. 
Unquestionably  much  of  this  excess  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  long- 
continued  and  excessive  heat  of  the  summer.  To  the  same  cause 
must  we  attribute  the  disproportionate  increase  in  the  deaths  from 
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cholera  iofaDtum,  over  one  thousand  little  innocents  having  Mien 
victims  to  this  modern  Herod,  an  excess  of  13  per  cent,  over  the 
year  1869. 

With  these  &cts  before  us,  it  is  somewhat  surprising  to  find  that 
the  number  of  deaths  from  diarrhoea  did  not  increase  in  the  ratio 
of  the  increase  of  population,  while  those  from  cholera  morbus  and 
dysentery  were  actually  fewer  than  during  the  previous  year.  This 
we  must  attribute  to  the  immense  quantities  of  fresh  ripe  fruit  and 
vegetables  which  were  brought  to  the  city,  and  at  prices  which 
placed  them  within  the  reach  of  the  poorest,  thus  supplying  them 
with  nature's  own  antidote  to  congestions  of  the  alimentary  canal. 

The  health  oflScer  of  the  city,  unfortunately  not  a^physician,  falls 
into  the  popular  error  in  regard  to  this  matter.  He  says,  on  page 
31  of  his  report  for  the  year  1870,  "It  will  be  observed  that,  during 
the  third  quarter,  the  mortality  of  children  amounted  to  1086,  or 
36.27  per  cent,  in  excess  of  adults ;  this  large  mortality  occurred  in 
the  summer  months,  and  on  reference  to  our  mortuary  tables  we 
find  the  principal  causes  of  deaths  were  diseases  of  the.  bowels,  so 
prevalent  at  this  season ;  and  can  be  attributed,  and  very  justly,  to 
the  unwise,  imprudent,  and  indiscriminate  purchase  of  green  fruit, 
which  our  markets  are  glutted  with  in  the  early  part  of  the  season ; 
the  sale  of  this  poison  is  enormous,  and  is  a  more  serious  matter 
than  many  suppose,  and  it  would  be  well  if  our  city  authorities 
would  turn  their  attention  to  this  subject,  and  pass  such  stringent 
laws  as  to  prevent  the  sale  of  unripe  fruit  anywhere  within  the 
limits  of  tlie  city."  Now,  while  heartily  concurring  in  this,  or  any 
recommendation  for  a  more  stringent  supervision  of  articles  of 
food  exposed  for  sale,  your  committee  cannot  find  in  the  mortuary 
tables  referred  to,  the  authentification  of  the  charge.  On  the  con- 
trary, as  just  stated,  the  number  of  deaths  from  diseases  of  the 
bowels  was  unusually  small  among  all  those  who  were  of  an  age 
to  indulge  freely  in  a  fruit  diet,  those  among  whom  this  mortality- 
prevailed  being  infants  at  the  breast.  We  can,  therefore,  attri- 
bute it  only  to  the  exaltation  of  the  temperature,  that  cause 
being  quite  sufQcient,  in  the  opinion  of  most  physicians  of  the  pre- 
sent day,  we  believe,  to  produce  it.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  charge- 
able to  overcrowding,  as  it  was  by  no  means  most  fatal  in  the  most 
densely  populated  wards  of  the  city ;  the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth, 
on  its  northern  outskirts,  showing  a  considerable  excess  over  the 
Fourth,  for  instance,  which  enjoys  the  bad  preeminence  of  being 
the  most  crowded  and  filthiest. 

[Note. — It  having  been  suggested  to  the  committee,  by  Dr.  Nebin- 
ger,  whose  long  acquaintance  with  the  city,  both  in  a  public  and 
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private  capacity,  entitles  his  opinion  to  the  highest  consideration, 
that  this  excess  of  deaths  in  the  wards  alluded  to  was  probably 
attributable  solely  to  the  excess  of  population  in  those  wards,  the 
question  has  been  farther  investigated,  and  with  the  following  re- 
sults, which  the  Committee  think  sustain  their  onginal  conclusion, 
viz :  that  the  mortality  from  cholera  infantum  does  not  appear  to 
be  increased  by  overcrowding. 

The  combined  population  of  the  Nineteenth  and  Tiwentieth 

Wards  is 101,882 

The  area  (estimated  by  the  map)  is         ....  3^  sq.  m. 

Giving  a  population  toihe  square  mile  of        •        .        .  29,000 

The  population  of  the  Fourth  Ward  is    .        .        .        •  20,852 

The  area  (estimated  as  above)  is /,  sq.  m. 

Giving  a  population  to  the  square  mile  of        .        .        .  100,000 

The  Fourth  Ward  is,  therefore,  more  than  three  times  as  densely 
populated  as  the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  combined.  A  compari- 
son of  the  number  of  houses  in  these  two  districts  would  show  a 
still  greater  disparity. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth 
Wards  was  2296. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  infantum  was  167. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  Fourth  Ward  was  732. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  from  cholera  infantum  was  33. 

Ratio  of  deaths,  from  cholera  infantum,  to  population  in  Nine- 
teenth and  Twentieth  Wards,  1  in  610,  or  1.63  per  cent. 

Ratio  of  deaths,  from  cholera  infantum,  to  population  in  Fourth 
Ward,  1  in  630,  or  1.10  per  cent. 

Thus  showing  a  slight  excess  of  mortality  for  the  Nineteenth 
and  Twentieth  Wards,  which,  however,  is  considerably  increased 
when  we  compare  the  mortality  from  the  disease  in  question  with 
the  general  mortality  for  the  two  districts,  as  follows : — 

Ratio  of  deaths  from  cholera  infantum  to  whole  number  of  deaths 
in  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Wards,  1  in  13,  or  7.5  per  cent. 

Ratio  of  deaths  from  cholera  infantum  to  whole  number  of  deaths 
in  the  Fourth  Ward,  1  in  22,  or  4.5  per  cent 

This  makes  the  proportionate  death-rate  from  this  disease,  in  the 
former  region,  compare  with  that  in  the  latter  as  five  to  three. 

The  comparison  as  it  stands,  however,  is,  it  must  be  confessed, 
not  altogether  a  fair  one.  To  make  it  so,  we  must  take  into  consid- 
eration the  number  of  births  in  each  district,  deducting  still-births. 
These  we  find  to  be  in  the  Nineteenth  and  Twentieth  Wards,  2945; 
and  in  the  Fourth  Ward,  388 ;  thus  giving  the  former  wards  an  infant 
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population  more  than  seven  times  as  great  as  the  latter,  while  their 
total  population  is  not  quite  five  times  as  great.  We  are  warranted 
in  considering  this  superior  fecundity  of  the  women  of  the  former 
wards  as  an  indication  of  superior  conditions  of  living,  as  their  social 
status  is  not  materially  different,  and  making  all  due  allowance  for 
this,  we  still  find  that  the  balance  of  mortality  from  this  affection,  as 
compared  with  all  others,  is  on  the  side  of  this  district,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  at  least  6  to  4.?.  To  what,  then,  are  we  to  attribute  this  ex- 
cessive infant  mortality,  in  a  region  comparatively  sparsely  peopled, 
and  whose  inhabitants  do  not  want  for  the  necessaries  of  life  ?  Dr. 
Hellyer,  who  practices  in  that  part  of  the  city,  suggests  the  fact 
that  this  district  is  supplied  with  drinking  water  from  the  Delaware 
River,  which,  as  is  well  known,  is  contaminated  with  the  sewage  of 
the  city,  as  a  probable  solution  of  the  problem.  In  his  experience, 
it  is  a  matter  of  great  difficulty  to  prevent  mothers  from  giving 
their  infants  this  water  to  an  unlimited  extent.  It  is  a  suggestive 
fact,  in  this  connection,  that  of  these  two  wards,  lying  side  by  side, 
the  death-rate  of  the  Nineteenth,  lying  on  the  Delaware,  amounts 
to  one  in  thirty-eight,  while  that  of  the  Twentieth,  lying  on  the 
Schuylkill,  reaches  only  one  in  fifty-one.  If  this  immense  disparity 
be  due  to  the  cause  referred  to,  surely  no  expense  can  be  too  great 
to  incur  in  its  immediate  removal.  That  it  is  so,  is  rendered  some- 
what probable  by  the  fact,  that  the  average  death-rate  of  the  Six- 
teenth, Seventeenth,  Eighteenth,  and  Nineteenth  Wards,  all  supplied 
by  the  Delaware  works,  is  1  in  38.75,  only  four  wards  in  the  entire 
city,  among  which  are  the  foul  and  teeming  Fourth  and  Fifth,  con- 
tributing a  higher  average.] 

An  additional  fact  is  worthy  of  notice,  as  illustrating  the  grand 
principle  of  compensation  which  marks  the  dispensations  of  Provi- 
dence through  nature,  viz :  that  all  vegetables  and  cereals,  especially 
the  former,  which  matured  under  the  influence  of  the  burning  suns 
of  the  last  summer,  were  unusually  sound  and  perfect,  and  have  re- 
sisted the  ordinary  processes  of  decay  to  a  later  period  than  has 
often  been  observed,  thus  furnishing  an  abundant  supply  of  whole- 
some food  for  all  classes  of  the  community. 

In  reference  to  the  apparently  very  great  increase  of  the  death 
ratio  of  1870,  over  that  of  1869,  as  reported  by  your  committee  for 
that  year,  an  explanation  is  necessary.  In  lieu  of  accurate  data, 
the  population  for  the  previous  yesLV  was  then  estimated  at  800,000. 
The  subsequent  enumeration  proved  this  to  be  an  over-estimate. 
Taking  the  recent  census  as  a  basis,  and  making  the  necessary  de- 
duction for  annual  increase,  we  should  have  a  population  for  18C9 
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of  663,424,  which  would  give  a  ratio  of  mortality  of  1  in  49,  or 
about  2j^5  per  cent.,  instead  of  1  in  54  or  1.84  per  cent  as  reported, 
and  as  contrasted  with  a  mortality  of  1  in  44,  or  about  2^^  per  cent, 
for  the  present  year. 

The  highest  mortality  occurred  in  the  Fourth  Ward — 1  in  every 
29  of  the  population;  the  lowest  in  the  Twenty-first  Ward — 1  in 
every  60  of  the  population. 

The  following  comparison  of  the  death-rate  of  Philadelphia  for 
the  past  year  with  that  of  the  principal  cities  of  Great  Britain  and  of 
New  York,  shows  the  former  to  have  a  right  to  her  claim  of  being 
among  the  healthiest  of  great  cities.  It  is  taken  from  the  ^'Annual 
Summary  of  Weekly  Returns"  of  Major  Graham,  Registrar-General 
of  Great  Britain : — 

Birmingham  (minimum) 2.10  per  cent. 

Philadelphia 2.27  «♦ 

London 2.40  «« 

Sheffield 2.50  »« 

Edinburgh 2.60       " 

MAnchestfer 2.70  *♦ 

Leeds 2.80  «* 

New  York    .        .        . 2.98 

Glasgow  and  Bristol 8.00  " 

Liverpool  (maximum) 8.10  ** 

EPIDEMICS. 

The  epidemics  which  deserve  especial  mention  as  having  visited 
the  city  during  the  year  18T0,  mentioned  in  the  order  of  their  re- 
spective fatality,  are  scarlet  fever,  relapsing  fever,  and  yellow  fever. 

Scarlet  Fever  prevailed  to  a  greater  extent  than  it  has  done 
since  the  year  1861,  and  was  of  a  grave  character.  Its  victims 
numbered  956,  an  increase,  as  we  find  from  the  report  of  the  health- 
officer,  of  257  over  those  of  the  previous  year.  Mortuary  Table 
No.  2,  B,  shows  the  varying  degree  to  which  it  prevailed  during  the 
different  seasons,  and  at  different  ages.  Somewhat  exceptionally, 
it  was  more  rife  during  the  spring  and  early  summer  than  during 
the  winter,  and,  what  is  very  unusual,  was  quite  severe  during  all 
the  intense  heat  of  the  late  summer.  A  fact  appears  in  this  table 
which  is  certainly  worthy  of  attention  and  investigation,  and  which 
was  new  to  the  Committee,  viz :  the  remarkable  immunity  of  people 
of  color  with  regard  to  this  most  unsparing  disease.  Of  the  whole 
number  of  nearly  one  thousand  deaths,  only  six  are  credited  to 
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the  colored  race*  Can  it  be  that  they  are  peculiarly  insusceptible 
to  this  infection,  or,  if  attacked,  throw  off  the  poison  more  easily, 
or  is  it  to  be  accounted  for  by  supposing  that  the  dusky  hue  of 
their  skin  masks  the  eruption,  and  thus  leads  to  mistaken  diagno- 
sis ?  The  latter  supposition  is  hardly  a  possible  one,  as  the  dis- 
crepancy is  so  great,  that  is,  between  .06,  which  is  about  the  ave- 
rage of  deaths  among  them  as  compared  with  the  whole  number, 
and  .006.  In  the  epidemic  of  1861,  already  alluded  to,  the  dispa- 
rity in  this  respect  was  still  more  remarkable,  only  seven  out  of 
1190  deaths  from  this  disease  having  been  among  the  colored  race. 
This  is  the  more  striking  when  we  compare  it  with  the  peculiar  ease 
with  which  they  acquire,  and  succumb  to,  relapsing  fever,  as  will 
be  shown  when  we  come  to  speak  more  particularly  of  that  affec- 
tion. It  may  be  noticed  in  this  connection,  however,  that  a  some- 
what similar  exemption  appears  to  prevail  in  regard  to  measles, 
but  1  death  out  of  48  assigned  to  that  exanthem,  or  about  .02  per 
cent.,  being  recorded  as  that  of  a  colored  person.  Dr.  John  Bell,  in 
his  admirable  report  to  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  year  1861,  pre- 
sents us  with  some  singular  facts  regarding  the  comparative  sus- 
ceptibility of  blacks  and  whites  to  smallpox,  the  general  result  of 
his  observations  during  that  epidemic  being  that,  ^^  while  the  num- 
ber of  cases  in  the  blacks  exceeds  that  met  with  in  the  whites,  and 
is  of  course  out  of  all  proportion  to  the  ratio  of  the  blacks  to  the 
entire  population,  the  rate  of  deaths  was  respectively  22  and  30  per 
cent.;  so  that,  although  the  blacks  furnished  more  cases  of  the  dis- 
ease, they  suffered  from  a  much  lower  death-rate."  All  these  facts, 
taken  collectively^  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the  pigment  in  the 
skin  of  the  negro  does,  in  some  way,  modify  the  action  upon  his 
system  of  such  zymotic  affections  as  are  characterized  by  surface 
eruptions. 

Relapsing  Fever. — This  singular  disease  affords  an  entirely 
new  subject  of  study  to  the  American  practitioner.  So  positively 
is  this  the  case,  that  in  Dunglison's  Dictionary^  edition  of  1853, 
and  Copland's  Dictionary^  edited  by  Dr.  Charles  A.  Lee  in  1855,  no 
mention  whatever  is  made  of  the  disease  as  having  ever  been  ob- 
served in  any  country.  The  opening  of  the  year  1870  found  it 
already  established  in  the  city,  but  as  no  deaths  were  reported  from 
it  in  the  year  1869,  it  must  have  either  been  of  a  mild  character  or 
have  passed  unrecognized  by  those  who  treated  fatal  cases.  This 
being  the  fact,  the  Committee  feel  themselves  authorized  to  over- 
step the  limits  of  their  report  in  point  of  time,  and  go  back  to  its 
origin  in  the  previous  year.    A  very  able  and  interesting  paper 
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published  in  the  American  Journal  of  the  Medical  Sciences  for  Oc- 
tober, 1870,  by  Dr.  John  S.  Parry,  one  of  the  attending  accoucheurs 
to  the  Philadelphia  Hospital,  contains  the  first  scientific  and  reliable 
notice  of  its  appearance.  His  "observations"  are  so  valuable,  and 
evidently  the  result  of  such  careful  and  painstaking  study  of  his 
cases,  that  the  Committee  feel  that  no  apology  is  necessary  for 
making  them  the  basis  of  the  short  sketch  they  propose  to  offer  of 
the  invasion  and  history  of  thi^  singular  pestilence.  The  first  case 
which  came  under  his  notice  is  so  entirely  typical  that  it  is  given 
in  full,  as  a  more  graphic  account  of  the  affection  than  a  mere  ab- 
stract analysis  would  be.  He  says:  "The  district  in  which  it  was 
first  met,  was  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  town,  the  square  be- 
tween Second  and  Third  and  Arch  and  Race  Streets.  This  block 
is  divided  into  four  nearly  equal  parts  by  Bread  Street,  running 
north  from  Arch  to  Race,  and  Quarry  Street,  running  east  from 
Second  to  Third  Street.  Connected  with  these  were  several  very 
dark,  narrow,  ill-ventilated  alleys,  all  the  houses  of  which  were 
crowded  to  overflowing  with  a  poor  Irish  and  German  population, 
the  former  predominating.  At  the  time  the  fever  appeared.  Bread 
and  Quarry  Streets  were  both  in  a  deplorable  condition,  having 
received  for  an  indefinite  period  much  of  the  garbage  thrown  out 
by  their  careless  inhabitants. 

"  The  first  case  that  occurred  was  a  widow,  aged  23  years,  living 
in  a  very  narrow  court  running  back  from  Quarry  Street  west  of 
Bread.  She  was  one  of  a  family  of  seven  persons  who  lived  in  a 
house  having  three  rooms,  each  about  twelve  feet  long  and  eleven 
feet  wide,  and  with  very  low  ceilings.  These  were  upon  separate 
stories,  the  second  and  third  being  occupied  as  bed-rooms.  In  the 
upper  of  these  four  persons  slept — the  patient  in  question,  a  grown- 
up sister,  and  two  brothers,  aged  about  10  and  12  respectively. 
The  whole  family  appeared  to  be  well-fed,  and,  with  a  single  excep- 
tion, were  rather  more  than  ordinarily  fleshy.  From  personal  in- 
spection, we  know  that  during  their  illness  the  table  was  always 
plentifully  supplied  with  the  necessaries  of  life.  The  house  was 
moderately  clean  and  the  family  well-clothed.  This  woman  sick- 
ened on  the  8th  of  September,  1869,  and  was  placed  under  our  care 
on  the  10th  of  the  month.  So  far  as  we  have  heard,  it  was  the  first 
case  of  relapsing  fever  which  occurred  in  Philadelphia  during  the 
present  epidemic.  A  short  summary  of  the  symptoms  may  be 
given  to  establish  the  identity  of  the  disease. 

"  Previous  to  September  8th,  she  had  been  perfectly  well,  and 
working  in  a  neighboring  factory.  On  the  morning  of  that  day  she 
was  suddenly  seized  with  a  chill,  followed  by  a  high  fever,  nausea, 
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vomiting,  and  epigastric  tenderness.  When  she  came  under  our 
care,  two  days  afterwards,  the  symptoms  were  well  marked :  her 
face  was  flushed,  skin  everywhere  dry  and  pungently  hot,  with  an 
axillary  temperature  of  105.25*^  Pah.  There  was  a  heavily-furred 
tongue,  which  afterward  cleared  from  the  centre,  and  later  became 
dry  ai^d  very  sore ;  epigastric  tenderness  well  marked,  extending 
over  into  both  hypochondriac  regions.  Spleen  and  liver  both  en- 
larged ;  vertical  diameter  of  the  f(>rmer  about  seven  inches,  while 
the  latter  projected  nearly  two  fingers'  breadth  below  the  false  ribs. 
Both  were  exceedingly  tender  upon  pressure.  There  was  complete 
anorexia;  bowels  obstinately  constipated.  Vomiting  still  con- 
tinued, the  ejected  matters  consisting  of  mucus,  and  a  bright-green, 
sour  fluid.  No  tympany,  nor  could  we  find  any  abdominal  eruption. 
At  this  time  there  was  no  jaundice.  Pulse  exceedingly  rapid,  va- 
rying from  125  to  140;  from  the  third  to  the  fifth  day  of  the  disease, 
full  and  thrilling.  Rapidity  of  the  pulse  out  of  all  proportion  to 
the  prostration,  for,  though  this  was  considerable,  she  still  at- 
tempted to  sit  up.  She  complained  much  of  restlessness,  pains  in 
the  back  and  limbs,  and  headache,  which  was  very  severe  and  both 
frontal  and  occipital.  There  was  almost  complete  insomnia,  but 
delirium  and  stupor  were  entirely  absent.  She  continued  in  this 
condition  until  the  evening  of  the  fifth  day  of  the  disease,  when  we 
left  her  apparently  worse  than  she  had  been  at  all,  being  really 
alarmed  about  her  and  ready  to  give  an  unfevorable  prognosis — 
as  the  disease  was  supposed  to  be  remittent  fever,  and  quinia  had 
produced  no  effect.  Towards  morning,  however,  she  fell  asleep, 
and  woke  about  four  hours  afterwards,  in  a  profuse  perspiration, 
and  when  she  was  seen  in  the  morning  her  clothing  and  bed  were 
literally  drenched.  Skin  now  cool,  pale.  Pulse  fallen  to  70,  small 
and  weak.  The  prostration  was  great,  though  in  a  few  days  it 
grew  less,  and  at  the  end  of  a  week  she  was  even  able  to  sit  up  a 
little,  but  was  so  giddy  that  she  could  not  walk.  On  the  fourteenth 
day  she  fell  sick  again,  as  suddenly  as  before,  the  same  symptoms 
following,  with  slight  jaundice  in  addition  coming  on  the  fifteenth 
day. 

"This  paroxysm  continued  four  days,  and  then  remitted  as  sud- 
denly as  before,  to  reappear  again  on  the  twenty-eighth  day.  The 
second  relapse  was  followed  by  most  profound  depression,  which 
prevented  her  leaving  her  bed  until  the  termination  of  the  sixth 
week  of  the  disease.  The  second  patient — the  mother  of  the  first 
— fell  sick  on  the  13th  of  September,  having  been  almost  constantly 
with  her  daughter  after  her  illness  began,  and  occupying  the  same 
bed  with  her  at  night."    In  commenting  on  this  and  other  cases  in 
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the  same  neighborhood,  the  author  says :  "  We  have  thus  located 
the  first  eight  cases  of  the  disease  in  the  order  of  their  occurrence. 
Every  attempt  to  trace  their  origin  has  failed.  The  first  patient 
had  been  working  in  a  neighboring  factory,  and  had  not  been  where 
any  one  was  sick.  None  of  the  operators  in  the  establishment  had 
been  ilL  She  was  bom  in  this  country,  though  her  parents  were 
Irish.  They  had  no  communication  with  any  one  coming  from 
the  old  country.  It  is  equally  impossible  to  trace  the  disease  in  the 
third  case  to  contagion.  There  certainly  was  no  direct  communica- 
tion between  her  and  the  first  family,  though  they  lived  scarcely 
half  a  square  apart." 

These  two  cases  illustrate,  and,  taken  in  connection  with  others, 
establish,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee,  the  following  points  in 
regard  to  this  affection: — 

Ist.  Mode  of  Propagatioru — It  may  be  acquired  in  one  of  three 
ways :  (a)  By  means  of  atmospheric  poisoning ^  the  germs  or  disease- 
producing  conditions  of  the  atmosphere  having  journeyed  across 
the  Atlantic  as  do  those  of  cholera ;  the  disease  having  existed  in 
Europe  the  year  before,  and  no  single  case  having  been  imported 
into  this  city  directly  from  there,  or  from  any  American  city.  No 
case  was  observed  in  New  York  until  more  than  two  months  after 
the  one  just  related  as  occurring  in  Philadelphia. 

Dr.  Charles  A.  Cameron,  in  a  "  Report  on  Public  Health,"  in  the 
Dublin  Quarterly  Journal  of  Medical  Science^  for  November,  1870, 
advances  testimony  which  at  the  same  time  ^ives  added  plausibility 
to  this  belief,  and  is  of  great  scientific  interest  in  itself.  It  consists 
in  the  fact  that  ^^  the  fever  increased  in  proportion  as  the  atmo- 
spheric ozone  decreased.  When  the  mean  amount  of  ozone  was  so 
low  as  0.4  at  Greenwich,  the  cases  of  the  disease  amounted  to  3.4 
each  day ;  when  the  ozone  rose  to  1,  the  attacks  decreased  to  3  per 
diem.  The  days  on  which  the  ozone  stood  at  2,  the  attacks  were 
I ;  at  3,  the  cases  of  disease  were  0.9  daily;  and  when  the  ozone 
increased  to  5,  the  attacks  sank  to  0.3  daily.  These  facts  certainly 
do  not  appear  to  be  mere  coincidences.  They  show  a  close  relation 
between  the  amount  of  atmospheric  ozone  and  the  intensity  of  a 
zymotic  disease.  They  do  not,  of  course,  prove — that  which  has 
been  so  often  alleged — that  deficiency  of  ozone  in  the  air  is  the 
direct  cause  of  disease ;  but  they  certainly  go  far  to  prove  that  ozone 
is  capable  of  oxidizing  the  morbific  agents  which  float  in  the  air." 

(b)  By  direct  contagion.  The  mother,  in  the  case  referred  to, 
evidently  "  took"  the  disease  from  the  daughter.  A  well  person 
sleeping  with  the  sick  was  invariably  attacked.  Dr.  Parry  mentions 
the  following  "  striking  example  of  contagion,"  which  we  epitomize. 
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A  healthy  man  conies  from  the  country  to  the  city,  and  spends 
several  days  with  a  friend  in  the  second  paroxysm  of  relapsing  fever; 
goes  to  his  brother's,  and  ten  days  after  reaching  the  city  is  attacked 
with  mild  relapsing  fever  and  is  sick  five  days.  Two  members  of 
this  family  have  the  disease.  Daring  the  remission  he  goes  to  his 
brother-in-law's  in  a  distant  part  of  the  city.  Here  he  has  the 
relapse,  which  lasts  four  days.  Only  one  out  of  six  of  the  family 
escapes,  and  they  are  taken  in  the  precise  ratio  of  the  constancy  and 
familiarity  of  their  intercourse  with  him. 

(c)  By  fomites.  "  This  is  very  forcibly  illustrated,"  says  Dr. 
Parry,  "  by  the  history  of  the  afiection  in  a  family  placed  under 
my  care  by  my  friend  Dr.  Edward  W.  Watson,  during  his  tempo- 
rary absence  from  the  city. 

"  The  family  lived  in  a  healthy  neighborhood,  and  were  in  com- 
fortable circumstances.  One  of  the  sons  was  employed  in  a  neigh- 
boring manufactory  when  they  procured  a  new  hand,  who,  it  was 
afterwards  learned,  had  just  come  from  the  Philadelphia  Hospital, 
where  he  had  been  ill  with  relapsing  fever.  From  him  Mr.  M.  pur- 
chased a  pair  of  overalls  and  carried  them  home.  On  the  19th  of 
April,  one  of  the  sisters  washed  these,  and  she  was  taken  ill  with 
the  fever  on  May  1st,  making  the  period  of  incubation  twelve  days. 
At  the  same  time  this  garment  was  handled  by  two  other  sisters^ 
who  fell  sick  on  the  2d  and  3d  of  May,  respectively." 

2d.  Predisposing  Caiises. — In  this  country  at  least  it  is  not  a 
famine  fever.  "  Every  patient  that  came  under  our  care,"  to  quote 
our  author  again,  ^^  was  able  to  obtain  a  plentiful  supply  of  milk, 
meat,  eggs,  or  any  ordinary  article  of  diet  that  was  ordered.  *  *  * 
Nor  is  there  any  obvious  reason  why  want,  to  the  extent  of  starva- 
tion, should  afflict  the  laboring  classes  in  this  country  at  the  present 
time ;  for  the  price  of  labor  is  high,  while  the  crops  of  last  year  were 
good,  and  in  1869  the  price  of  breadstuffs  was  low.  Potatoes,  an 
article  largely  consumed  by  our  Irish  population,  have  been  very 
plenty  during  the  past  winter  and  the  preceding  summer;  nor  do 
we  know  that  meats  were  at  that  time  more  difficult  to  procure." 

This  opinion  is  corroborated  by  the  experience  of  Dr.  H.  Ernest 
Goodman,  Port  Physician,  for  whose  kindness  in  placing  in  their 
hands  a  manuscript  copy  of  his  "  Report  to  the  Board  of  Health" 
in  advance  of  its  publication,  the  Committee  desire  to  express  their 
acknowledgments.  He  says,  and  his  experience  is  larger  than  that 
of  any  man  in  the  city,  probably:  '^Of  all  examined  no  case  was 
found  to  be  at  the  point  of  starvation,  and  one  family  of  five  mutes 
were  the  only  ones  who  could  be  said  to  be  almost  at  that  depth 
of  poverty." 
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This  almost  nniversally  (and  in  Europe,  periiaps,  properly)  as- 
signed cause  failing,  what  other  shall  we  acknowledge  ?  Dr.  Parry 
says,  in  addition  to  filth,  already  alluded  to  at  the  outset  of  his 
paper,  "  overcrowding  i"  and  shows  that  in  all  his  cases  it  was  a 
condition  present ;  while  ample  breathing  room  and  careftil  atten- 
tion to  ventilation  appeared  to  prevent  its  propagation. 

Dr.  Gk>odman  considers  that  ^^  filth  alone  is  not  a  cause,  as  some 
of  the  filthiest  families  even  in  Alaska  Street  district  were  entirely 
exempt,"  and  that  ^Hhe  same  can  be  said  of  overcrowding."  He 
would  add  destitution  to  make  the  causative  trio  complete.  But, 
as  Dr.  Ooodman  draws  his  experience  from  a  later  period  of  the 
invasion,  when  it  had  become  more  thoroughly  epidemic,  his  oppor^ 
tunity  of  judging  as  to  the  efllciency  of  predisposing  causes  per  se 
would  not  seem  so  perfect  as  that  of  Dr.  Parry.  He,  however,  bears 
ample  testimony  to  the  existence  of  the  cause  assigned  by  Dr.  P., 
in  the  vast  majority  of  cases.  He  says  (p.  30),  "  Pew  have  any  idea 
to  what  a  fearful  extent  overcrowding  is  carried.  Cellars  and 
apartments  not  large  enough  for  from  two  to  five  individuals  com- 
fortably, have  been  constantly  occupied  by  from  ten  to  twenty 
lodgers." 

This  view  of  the  etiology  of  the  disease  also  appears  to  derive 
ample  support  from  the  observations  of  Dr.  (George  Ross,  Medical 
OfiScer  of  Health  for  St.  Giles  District,  London.  His  cases  numbered 
241,  of  which  an  excessive  proportion,  97,bccurred  in  the  registered 
or  common  lodging-houses,  which,  although  kept  tolerably  clean  and 
periodically  whitewashed,  are  very  badly  ventilated,  have  narrow 
dark  staircases  and  low  ceilings,  and  are  greatly  overcrowded. 
^^The  kitchens  are  used  as  sitting-rooms,  and  on  cold  or  wet  days 
these  apartments  swarm  with  lodgers  who  render  the  atmosphere 
close,  fetid,  and  noxious."  The  following  table  shows  the  compara- 
tive number  of  cases  occurring  in  other  houses  in  the  same  district. 
We  preface  it  with  the  remark  that  St.  Giles  corresponds  very 
fairly  to  our  Fourth  Ward,  and  that  the  sub-district  in  which  most 
of  these  lodging-houses  are  clustered  will  fairly  rival  Alaska 
Street: — 

Sab-distriots.  Popal&tion. 

St.  George,  Bloomsbarg      .        .        .     17,892 

St.  Giles,  South 17,940 

St.  Giles,  North 16,678 

Common  lodging-honaes  «        .2,1 77 

"Mere  pl^rerty,"  says  Dr.  Ross,  "does  not  appear  to  induce  the 
disease,  seeing  that  costermongers  and  laborers  escape."  This  ex- 
emption is  evidently  due  to  the  fact  that  they  spend  so  large  a 
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poetion  of  their  time  in  the  open  air.  "When  the  relapsing  feTcr 
was  established  in  a  locality,"  says  Dr.  Cameron,  "the  effect  of 
overcrowding  in  human  habitations  in  spreading  the  disease  became 
very  evident." 

Nativity^  or  rather  parentage,  appeared  to  be  a  predisposing  influ- 
ence, the' "fever  being  almost  exclusively  confined  to  the  colored 
race,  and  to  the  Irish  or  their  descendants."  This,  however,  is  ex- 
plainable by  the  recognized  fact  that  these  two  classes  of  all  others 
were  most  exposed,  and  together  exposed,  to  the  most  powerful 
objective  pestiferous  influences. 

The  peculiar  severity  of  the  disease  among  people  of  color  is,  how- 
ever, not  to  be  so  accounted  for. 

This  fact  is  strikingly  brought  out  by  Dr.  J.Howard  Taylor,  Phy- 
sician in  Charge  at  the  Municipal  Hospital  from  January  1st  to  August 
Slst,  1870.  He  writes  (p.  23  of  his  Report  to  the  Board  of  Health): 
"  As  it  affects  the  white  subject,  the  disease  is  not  a  serious  one,  as 
the  percentage  of  mortality  will  show;  but  when  the  patient  is 
colored,  it  assumes  quite  a  different  character.  In  its  ordinary  course 
it  is  the  same  in  both  cases,  but  in  the  majority  of  colored  people  it 
presents  symptoms  of  a  totally  different  nature.  Accompanying 
the  initial  fever,  and  in  addition  to  the  ordinary  symptoms  detailed 
above  as  occurring  in  the  flrst  stage,  we  find  great  epigastric  tender- 
ness and  tumefaction  extending  to  both  hypochondria.  The  slight- 
est pressure  over  this  region  produces  the  most  intense  pain,  and  so 
agonizing  and  distressing  is  it  that  all  other  derangements  are  lost 
sight  of,  or  scarcely  noticed,  by  the  patient.  •  These  cases  almost 
invariably  prove  fatal — generally  in  the  first  stage — and  rarely  reach 
the  period  of  relapse.  In  a  few  cases  this  condition  did  not  occur 
until  the  relapse,  but  with  the  same  mortality.  It  constitutes  the 
distinctiire  feature  in  the  disease  between  the  two  classes,  creating 
so  wide  a  difference,  both  in  its  nature  and  results,  as  almost  to  lead 
to  the  belief  that  the  two  are  not  identical."  (It  will  be  remembered, 
however,  that  Dr.  Parry's  first  case,  a  white  woman,  presented  pre- 
cisely this  feature  and  to  a  marked  degree.)  Dr.  Taylor  proceeds : 
"  The  percentage  of  mortality  in  the  one  class  being  1.6  per  cent., 
while  in  the  other  it  is  25.4  per  cent.,  a  remarkable  and  unaccounta- 
ble difference  from  the  same  cause." 

Dr.  W.  M.  Welsh,  who  succeeded  Dr.  Taylor  in  the  charge  of  the 
"  Municipal  Hospital,"  while  he  does  not  materially  modify  the  lat- 
ter's  estimate  regarding  the  mortality  among  the  blacks,  is  led  to 
believe,  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  record,  that  th#death-rate 
of  the  whites  has  been  greatly  under-estimated.  In  a  careful  analysis 
of  the  entries  under  the  head  of  relapsing  fever  which  he  furnished 
the  Committee,  he  points  out  that  a  considerable  number  of  whites 
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are  reported  as  having  died  of  intercurrent  or  pre-existent  affections, 
viz.:  three  of  dysentery;  one  of  old  age ;  one  of  hemorrhage  from 
the  bowels;  one  of  debility  from  dissipation,  etc.;  while  no  such 
discrimination  is  made  in  the  case  of  the  blacks.  He  therefore  con- 
siders himself  justified  in  ignoring  these  complications,  and  consider- 
ing all  these  cases  as  deaths  from  relapsing  fever.  He  thus  arrives 
at  the  conclusion,  which  appears  to  your  Committee  to  be  a  correct 
one,  that  the  percentage  of  deaths  among  whites  attacked  was  4.28 
instead  of  1.6,  as  claimed  by  Dr.  Taylor. 

In  addition  to  the  peculiarities  observable  in  the  disease  in  the 
colored  race  referred  to  by  the  latter,  he  adds,  that  while  ^^  a  yel- 
lowish hue  of  the  skin  and  of  the  white  of  the  eye  is  sometimes 
observed  in  white  patients,  in  negroes"  he  has  '^  found  well-marked 
yellowness  of  the  eyes  uniformly  present." 

Age  and  sex  appear  to  exert  no  modifying  effect. 

Period  of  incubation  probably  from  seven  to  fifteen  days. 

Symptoms. — Invasion  abrupt.  Dr.  Taylor  says  that  the  patient 
sometimes  falls  at  his  usual  vocation,  ^'  as  though  he  had  received  a 
blow  on  the  head,"  and  Dr.  Parry,  that  the  patient  was  often  able 
to  fix  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  disease  with  the  utmost 
precision.  (A  woman  returning  from  market  in  perfect  health  is 
seized  with  giddiness,  rapidly  followed  by  intense  headache  and  a 
sharp  pain  in  the  epigastrium.  Before  she  can  reach  home,  she  has 
been  attacked  by  a  chUl  and  has  vomited.)  The  initial  chill  is  fol- 
lowed by  high  fever,  intense  headache,  muscular  and  arthritic 
pains,  obstinate  bilious  vomiting,  heavily  furred  tongue  with  red 
edges  and  a  triangular  patch  of  redness  at  the  tip,  and  greatly 
increased  heat  of  skin.  This  state  of  things  lasts  from  four  to  seven 
days,  the  muscular  and  arthritic  pains  being,  in  Dr.  Taylor's  opinion, 
a  most  noticeable  and  almost  pathognomonic  sign.  The  crisis  then 
takes  place  suddenly,  as  described  in  Dr.  Parry's  first  case,  and  the 
period  of  remission  follows.  It  is  thus  graphically  described  by 
Dr.  Taylor:  "  During  the  period  intervening  between  the  crisis  and 
the  relapse,  it  is  difiQcult  to  convince  the  patient  that  he  has  not 
entirely  recovered;  he  cites  his  craving  appetite,  and  his  ability  to 
eat  with  relish  everything  that  is  placed  before  him,  while  his  con- 
stant demand  is  for  meat  and  strong  food.  He  is  able  to  assist  in 
many  duties  about  the  hospital,  and  imagines  that  he  is  unnecessa- 
rily detained  for  this  purpose.  But  when  the  fourteenth  day  from 
the  date  of  attack  arrives,  he  begins  to  feel  that  he  is  not  entirely 
through  with  the  disease;  his  face  becomes  flushed,  the  headache 
returns,  the  muscular  pains  increase,  the  tongue  gets  dry  and  com- 
mences to  coat,  vomiting  sets  in,  and  in  short  the  disease  appears 
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to  repeat  itself,  though  usually  with  an  amelioration  of  all  the  symp- 
toms.'' This  constitutes  the  feature  which  has  given  the  name  to 
the  affection. 

The  relapse  is  generally  of  shorter  duration  than  the  first  attack, 
the  fever  not  continuing  in  the  majority  of  cases  more  than  three 
days,  and  often  not  more  than  twenty-four  hours.  It  terminates, 
like  the  first,  in  a  sweating  crisis,  but  leaves  the  patient,  as  in  the 
case  recorded,  more  debilitated  than  did  the  first  attack. 

The  second  relapse  is  rare,  occurring  in  not  more  than  3  per 
cent,  of  the  cases  treated,  but  when  it  occurs,  comes  with  great  regu- 
larity on  the  28th  day.  A  patient  of  Dr.  Taylor's,  who  escaped 
the  first  relapse  entirely  at  the  usual  time,  experienced  it  on  the 
appointed  day  for  the  second.  Dr.  Parry  does  not  find  the  stages 
quite  so  accurately  limited,  but  places  the  first  relapse  on  the  four- 
teenth or  fifteenth  day. 

Physiognomy. — During  the  paroxysms  the  face  is  much  flashed; 
during  the  remissions  usually  pale,  and  sometimes  having  a  puf^, 
velvety  appearance.  Dr.  Parry  noticed  very  singular  ^^alterations 
in  the  pupils,"  which,  '^  just  after  the  crisis,  became  widely  dilated  even 
in  a  well-lighted  room.  This  condition  continued  for  three  or  four 
days,  and  then  disappeared."  In  one  case  it  continued  until  the 
relapse,  when  they  became  contracted  and  remained  so  Hntil  the 
second  remission,  when  they  again  dilated  widely. 

Skin, — ^During  the  paroxysm,  pungently  hot ;  during  the  crisis, 
cool  and  bathed  in  perspiration,  the  temperature  rising  and  falling 
with  immense  rapidity.  Maximum  axillary  temperature,  108°  F., 
minimum,  96^. 

Pulse. — The  rapidity  and  extent  of  the  changes  in  temperature 
are  in  strict  agreement  with  those  of  the  circulatory  system,  the 
pulse  generally  reaching  140  by  the  fourth  day,  and  falling  imme^ 
diately  after  the  crisis  to  about  64.  Maximum,  observed  by  Dr. 
Parry,  152 ;  minimum,  by  Dr.  Taylor,  40.  Greatest  fall  in  any  one 
case,  t2  beats  in  twenty-four  hours.  A  chart  exhibiting  the  changes 
in  pulse  and  temperature,  in  three  of  Dr.  Taylor's  cases,  is  appended. 

Respiration  rises  and  fiedls  with  the  pulse. 

Nervous  system  is  very  slightly  disturbed,  no  stupor,  no  sub- 
sultus,  very  rarely  delirium,  but  marked  insomnia. 

ComplicaHons. — ^Epistaxis  is  frequent,  occurring  usually  about 
the  third  day,  rarely  in  the  later  stages.  Intercurrent  pneumonia 
was  occasionally  noticed.  Slight  local  paralyses,  usually  evane- 
evanescent. 

Sequelm  not  important. 

Mortaliiy. — Dr.  Goodman  estimates  that  at  least  five  thousand 
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cases  occurred  in  Philadelphia  during  the  year  ending  September 
1,  1870,  with  two  hundred  deaths.  This  would  give  a  mortality  of 
one  in  twenty-five,  or  4  per  cent,  of  the  cases  attacked. 

This  is  probably  an  under-estimate  of  the  ratio  of  mortality. 
Dr.  Welsh  places  it  as  high  as  15^  per  cent.,  as  will  be  seen  by  the 
following  statistics  of  his  hospital  for  almost  the  entire  period  of 
the  epidemic,  presented  by  him  to  this  Society  at  its  meeting  of 
February  8th. 

First  patient  admitted  April  30, 18^0;  last,  November  5,  1870, 
making  a  period  of  over  six  months,  and  including  all  the  warm 
weather. 

Whole  number  admitted 517 

Number  of  whites  admitted 257 

♦♦        blacks        " 260 

517 

Number  of  males  admitted 252 

**        females  admitted 265 

517 

Whole  number  admitted  in  April 1 

*•  •*  "  May 174 

♦♦  «•  "  June 199 

♦*  *♦  <*  July 92 

**  "  j;*'  August 16 

**         "  "  September     '      .        .        .        .         25 

♦*  ♦»  •♦  October 9 

«*  •*  ••  November 1 

517 

Whole  number  of  deaths 80 

Number  of  whites         .  • 12 

•*        blacks 68 

80 

Oldest  case  admitted,  91  years. 

Youngest  case  admitted,  2  years. 

Dr.  Welsh  justly  remarks,  however,  that  "  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  vast  majority  of  cases  treated  in  the  Municipal  Hos- 
pital were  from  among  the  squalid  poor  of  the  city,  just  such  as 
suffer  most  severely  from  the  dis^ease." 

We  should,  therefore,  err,  perhaps  even  more  widely,  if  we  took 
the  estimate  derived  from  so  unfavorable  a  field  of  observation  as 
a  general  one.  Averaging  the  high  mortality  of  blacks  with  the 
moderate  death-rate  of  whites,  and  allowing  one-half  for  hospital 
excess,  we  should  arrive  at  a  result  of  8.42,  which  is  probably  not 
far  from  the  truth. 

Post-mortem  appearances. — These  are  thus  described  in  a  case 
of  Dr.  Taylor's  :— 

"Lewis  Gibson  (colored),  age  40;  laborer;  admitted  to  hospital 
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July  25.  Diagnosis,  relapsing  fever.  Died  July  27.  Autopsy,  July 
28 :  Rigor  mortis  well  marked.  The  cavity  of  the  thorax  being 
opened,  the  pleura  covering  lungs  anteriorly  was  found  normal; 
on  the  sides  it  was  very  adherent,  to  such  an  extent  as  to  render 
the  removal  of  the  lungs  quite  difficult.  Lungs — ^in  size  normal ; 
on  inspection  looked  bluish-black — posteriorly  quite  black;  a  little 
emphysema ;  on  handling,  felt  soft,  and  on  rolling  between  Angers 
and  thumb,  a  number  of  millet-seed  bodies  could  be  felt.  Upon 
section  a  brownish  fluid  could  be  readily  pressed  out. 

"Heart — pericardium  healthy;  organ  itself  large,  flabby;  sub- 
stance of  heart-wall  dark;  gelatinoid  clot  found  on  right  side. 
Liver — normal;  gall-bladder  filled.  Stomach — much  congested, 
particularly  cardiac  end ;  substance  softened,  containing  a  quantity 
of  black  semi-coagulated  fluid  not  unlike  feces ;  pyloric  end  extend- 
ing into  duodenum  bathed  with  dark  blood.  Intestines — small, 
healthy ;  slight  ulceration  of  lower  portion  of  large.  Spleen — very 
much  enlarged  and  indurated ;  weight  twenty-one  and  a  half  ounces. 
Kidneys — soft;  cortical  substance  broken  down. 

"  History  of  this  man,  received  from  an  acquaintance  in  ward, 
shows  him  to  have  been  very  intemperate.'' 

Treatment. — The  fever  cannot  be  abridged,  nor  can  the  relapse  be 
prevented.  Dr.  Parry  thus  expresses  himself:  "In  short,  it  seems 
as  if  the  therapeutics  of  relapsing  fever  are  almost  entirely  limited 
to  the  diminution  of  the  excessive  bodily  heat,  the  prevention  of 
complications,  and  the  relief  of  a  few  special  symptoms,  as  the  in- 
somnia, the  muscular  pains,"  etc. 

Patients  suffering  under  the  disease  e^Aiibited  a  marked  tolerance 
of  quinia,  and  of  opium  and  its  preparations.  "  It  seemed  almost 
impossible  to  get  the  patients  to  sleep."  This  was  especially  the 
case  in  the  early  part  of  the  epidemic. 

Having  thus  given  a  brief  synopsis  of  the  symptoms  of  this  most 
interesting  and  singular  affection,  as  it  appeared  to  careAil  observers 
in  our  own  city,  it  remains  to  trace  its  progress.  After  the  first  few 
cases  observed  by  Dr.  Parry,  in  and  near  Bread  Street,  in  Septem- 
ber, it  was  not  long  in  making  its  appearance,  evidently  by  epidemic 
agency,  in  other  and  widely  separate  parts  of  the  city.  As  early  as 
October  it  was  found  near  the  Schuylkill  River. 

Wherever  filth  and  overflowing  population  afforded  a  nidus,  there 
the  seeds  were  not  long  in  germinating,  and  the  year  1870  opened, 
as  we  have  said,  with  the  epidemic  fairly  inaugurated.  Dr.  Rhoads, 
attending  physician  to  the  Philadelphia  (Almshouse)  Hospital,  stated 
that,  up  to  April  27th,  160  cases  had  been  received  in  his  wards, 
and  90  were  then  under  treatment.    This  being  the  case,  it  is  a  little 
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Strange  that  the  Board  of  Health  had,  up  to  this  time,  failed  to  re- 
cognize the  existence  of  the  pestilence,  and  the  necessity  for  imme- 
diate action  to  stay  the  hand  of  the  destroyer, 

Drs.  Barr  and  McShane,  physicians  to  the  Dispensary  of  the  Bed- 
ford Street  Mission,  are  to  be  accredited  with  the  honor  of  having 
first  directed  the  attention  of  this  body  to  the  very  serioas  condi- 
tion of  things  then  existing.  Dr.  Goodman  immediately  urged  upon 
the  Board  the  adoption  of  the  most  stringent  measures  for  stamp- 
ing out  the  infection  in  the  affected  district,  such  as  emptying  the 
fever  nests,  closing  up  all  lodging  cellars,  cleaning  cess-pools,  white- 
washing houses,  daily  police  of  the  streets,  and  a  forced  removal  of 
all  the  sick  to  the  Municipal  Hospital.  These  measures  were  at- 
tended with  the  happiest  results,  for  we  find  Dr.  Taylor,  as  early  as 
September  1st,  congratulating  the  Board  on  the  fact  that  ^Hhe  dis- 
ease became  entirely  controllable,  when  the  entire  management  of 
the  epidemic  was  assumed  by  it."  Singularly  enough,  one  of  the 
greatest  difficulties  which  the  Board  encountered  in  the  prosecution 
of  these  praiseworthy  efforts  was  the  almost  utter  impossibility  of 
preventing  the  reoccupation  of  infected  houses  before  they  had 
time  to  be  thoroughly  purified.  Dr.  Taylor  considers  that  "it  was 
from  this  cause,  to  a  great  extent,  that  the  disease  was  kept  alive 
so  long.  The  records  of  the  hospital  j^Municipal)  show  this  to  have 
been  the  case ;  from  a  single  house  in  Alaska  Street,  at  regular  in- 
tervals, a  fresh  batch  of  patients  would  arrive."  This  "Alaska 
Street  district"  has  long  enjoyed  an  unenviable  notoriety  for  filth. 
Whether  or  not  "a  rose  by  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet," 
it  is  very  certain  that  the  change  of  name  of  this  thoroughfare  has 
not  in  the  least  sweetened  its  unsavory  odors.  This  district  occu- 
pies the  southern  central  portion  of  the  city,  its  boundaries  extend- 
ing, according  to  Dr.  Goodman,  from  Lombard  Street  south  to 
Catharine  Street,  and  from  Fifth  Street  west  to  Eighth  Street. 
"  The  most  pestilential  fever  nests  were  located  in  the  centre  of  this 
space,  on  Alaska  Street  and  the  various  courts  and  alleys  opening 
on  this  street,  between  Sixth  and  Eighth  Streets^  which  locality  is 
principally  occupied  by  the  most  degraded  of  our  population — a 
resort  of  vagrants,  tramps,  and  the  debauched  of  the  city."  Mor- 
tuary Table  No.  2,  C,  shows  the  mortality  from  this  disease  quar- 
terly, the  ratio  for  different  ages,  etc 

The  first  death  recorded  in  the  Registrar's  Office  took  place  on 
the  26th  of  February,  in  Frankford,  and  during  the  next  five  weeks 
deaths  occurred  in  four  separate  and  distant  wards  of  the  city,  thus 
clearly  showing  the  widespread  influence  of  the  epidemic  at  this 
date. 
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Yellow  Fever. — The  sources  to  which  the  Committee  have  applied 
for  information  regarding  the  history  of  the  ^^  Epidemic  of  1870,^ 
of  this  formidable  disease,  are  the  official  reports  of  Dr.  H.  Ernest 
Goodman,  Port  Physician,  and  Dr.  J.  Howard  Taylor,  who,  Septem- 
ber 1st,  was  transferred  from  the  Municipal  Hospital  to  the  ^^Laza- 
retto" Hospital  at  the  quarantine  station  of  the  port,  and  a  long 
and  learned  paper  by  a  member  of  the  Board,  Dr.  Ren^  La  Roche, 
entitled  "  Remarks  on  the  Origin  and  Mode  of  Progression  of  Yel- 
low Fever,  in  Philadelphia,  based  on  the  Occurrence  of  the  Disease 
in  that  City  and  at  the  Lazaretto,  in  the  months  of  July,  August, 
and  September,  18T0,"  published  by  the  Board  of  Health. 

The  natural  history,  symptomatology,  etc.  of  this  disease  are  too 
well  known  to  need  repetition  here.  We  are  simply  concerned  with 
the  history  of  its  introduction  and  progress,  and  the  character  or 
type  manifested.  To  correctly  appreciate  the  rise  of  the  disease  in 
the  city,  it  is  essential  to  have  a  slight  knowledge,  at  least,  of  its 
origin  at  the  quarantine  station  of  the  city. 

The  following  is  Dr.  La  Roche's  description  of  this  locality: — 

^^  The  quarantine  station  or  lazaretto  in  question  is  located  about 
ten  miles  below  the  city,  and  on  the  same  side  of  the  river  Dela- 
ware. It  occupies  a  tract  of  ten  acres,  with  a  river  front  of  nine 
hundred  and  twenty-six  feet.  It  faces  south.  At  the  distance  of 
two  hundred  and  seventy-three  feet  from  the  margin  of  the  river, 
and  about  midway  between  the  western  and  eastern  boundaries  of 
the  lot,  stands  an  extensive  building  comprising  the  stewards'  apart- 
ments, offices,  etc.,  and  the  hospital,  the  whole  consisting  of  a  centre 
portion  fifty  feet  square  and  three  stories  high,  and  of  two  wings 
sixty-four  feet  three  inches  long  each.  About  half  way  between 
this  building  and  the  river,  as  well  also  as  about  an  equal  distance 
from  the  centre  avenue  leading  from  the  river  to  the  hospital,  to 
the  western  and  eastern  boundaries  of  the  establishment,  are  placed, 
on  the  former  side,  the  lazaretto  physician's  house,  and  on  the  other 
side  the  quarantine  master's.  On  the  west  of  the  station,  and  sepa- 
rated from  it  by  a  narrow  public  lane  extending  from  the  interior 
of  the  country  to  the  river,  is  located  the  government  storehouse, 
a  somewhat  low  building  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  and  in 
front  of  which  is  situated  the  government  wharf,  measuring  from 
its  river  extremity  to  the  storehouse  two  hundred  and  sixty  feet. 
At  the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  six  feet  from  the  western  end, 
and  a  little  to  the  rear  of  the  last-named  byilding,  stands' a  large 
private  house  owned  and  occupied  by  Mr.  Jacob  Pepper.  Besides 
the  buildings  just  mentioned,  others  of  more  or  less  interest  in  rela- 
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tion  to  the  subject  under  present  consideration,  are  situated,  both 
within  the  lazaretto  inclosure  and  in  its  immediate  vicinity.  Of 
the  former,  and  north  of  the  hospital,  may  be  mentioned  the  stables, 
kitchens,  and  a  long  two-story  building  used  as  a  smallpox  and 
typhus  hospital,  and  along  the  margin  of  the  river  front  several 
cottages  for  the  accommodation  of  the  bargemen;  while  in  the  rear 
of  the  government  storehouse,  and  of  course  outside  of  the  station, 
are  placed  several  large  three-story  houses,  one  of  which  is  occupied 
by  the  custom-house  inspector.'^ 

This  description  will  be  rendered  entirely  clear  by  inspecting  the 
appended  map,  which  accompanies  Dr.  Goodman's  report  (Diagram 
No.  1),  and  which,  by  its  accurate  measurements  in  regard  to  the 
position  of  the  infected  vessel,  throws  much  light  on  the  course  of 
the  epidemic  at  this  point.  We  premise  the  history  with  the  following 
very  important  and  well-considered  expression  of  opinion  on  the  part 
of  Dr.  La  Roche,  who  certainly  "knoweth  whereof  he  speaketh.'*  In 
reference  to  previous  outbursts  of  the  disease  at  this  point,  he  says : 
"Of  such  visitations,  few  have  been  more  extensive  and  fatal  than 
the  one  that  occurred  in  July,  August,  and  September  of  the  pre- 
sent year  (18t0),  during  the  prevalence  of  the  extremely  hot  weather, 
and  the  long  continuance  of  southwest  and  southeast  winds,  by 
which  the  past  summer  was  characterized.  It  may,  indeed,  well  be 
doubted  whether  any  has  been  more  entitled  to  the  attention  of  the 
medical  inquirer,  as  well  from  the  number  of  cases  that  occurred  as 
from  the  malignant  character  of  the  disease;  the  great  mortality, 
proportionally  to  the  persons  attacked,  to  which  it  gave  rise; 
the  official  position  and  social  condition  of  some  of  the  sufferers ; 
the  total  absence  of  direct  exposure  on  the  part  of  many  if 
not  the  majority  of  the  sufferers  to  the  source  of  infection,  i.  e.  the 
interior  of  the  ship;  and  the  great  distance  to  which  the  poison  was 
in  some  instances  undoubtedly  carried."  The  source  of  infection 
was  the  brig  "Home,"  which  arrived  at  the  station,  twenty-six  days 
from  Black  River,  Jamaica,  on  June  29th,  with  a  cargo  of  logwood 
and  a  few  bundles  of  rags,  having  lost  her  captain  on  the  way,  and 
with  the  steward  still  sick.  Dr.  Thompson,  the  lazaretto  physician, 
decided  the  steward's  case  to  be  yellow  fever,  and  at  once  ordered 
the  vessel  into  quarantine ;  she  anchored  400  yards  distant  from 
and  opposite  to  the  landing  pier  of  the  station.  No  case  occurred 
outside  of  the  crew  until  the  hatches  had  been  opened  and  the  ves- 
sel allowed  to  come  alongside  of  the  government  wharf,  on  the  15th 
of  July,  from  which  time  we  may  date  the  commencement  of  the 
epidemic  at  this  place. 

But  in  the  mean  time,  in  fact  before  the  expiration  of  the  eighth 
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day  from  the  arrival  of  the  vessel,  seven  out  of  nine  of  the  crew 
had  come  to  Philadelphia,  bringing  with  them  their  personal  effects 
(as  all  but  one  of  them  came  by  permission),  and  had  all  settled  in  or 
near  Swanson  Street,  where  two  of  them  had  died  of  yellow  fever, 
while  a  third,  attacked  a  few  days  later,  at  one  house,  had  walked  to 
another  on  the  same  street,  a  distance  of  several  squares,  vomiting 
the  characteristic  black  vomit  as  he  went.  At  the  lazaretto,  a  steve- 
doi^e  engaged  in  unloading  the  cargo  was  attacked  on  the  17  th,  and 
after  this  five  others  at  work  on  the  lighters  in  rapid  succession. 
The  next  victims  were  at  Pepper's  house,  which  it  will  be  noticed 
by  reference  to  the  map  was  entirely  out  of  the  range  of  the  pre- 
valent wind  blowing  over  the  infected  vessel.  We  are  told,  how- 
ever, by  Dr.  Taylor,  that  the  mate  and  stevedores  of  the  lighters 
were  "in  the  habit  of  visiting  many  times  daily  the  hotel  kept  by 
Mr.  Pepper,  immediately  adjoining  the  wharf,  as  well  as  one  more 
remote,  situated  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  west  of  Mr.  Pep- 
per's, on  the  river  bank ;  that  many  persons  in  the  neighborhood 
visited  and  went  on  board  the  vessel  during  the  time  that  her  cargo 
was  being  discharged  at  the  end  of  the  wharf,  and  that  Mr.  Pepper 
himself  was  frequently  on  the  wharf,  though  not  on  the  vessel.  On 
the  2d  of  August,  Dr.  Thompson  himself  was  attacked,  the  first  case 
in  the  quarantine  grounds  proper,  and,  in  spite  of  the  best  efforts 
of  his  brother,  also  a  physician,  and  of  Dr.  Goodman,  who,  with  a 
most  praiseworthy  self-devotion,  threw  himself  unhesitatingly  into 
the  breach  on  hearing  of  the  illness  of  the  lazaretto  physician,  died 
aHer  an  illness  of  eight  days.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the 
ofiScers  and  employes  of  the  lazaretto,  who,  in  the  words  of  the 
health  ofiScer,  ^  with  unflinching  courage  and  in  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  their  duty,  died  at  their  post :  William  S.  Thompson,  Laza- 
retto Physician;  Robert  Gartsides,  Quarantine  Master;  Mrs.  Ere 
Eugler,  Stewardess;  Mrs.  Fanny  Gartrell,  Head  Nurse;  William 
Dillmore,  Gardener;  Charles  Hancock,  Carpenter;  William  Hess, 
Assistant  Gardener.'' 

Dr.  Goodman  gives  the  following  interesting  summary  and  analy- 
sis of  the  cases  occurring  at  this  point : — 

"  The  total  population  exposed  to  the  influence  of  the  brig  ^  Home,' 
was  about  103.  This  number  includes  the  crews  of  the  ^  Home'  and 
barges,  stevedores.  Miller  and  Pepper  families,  doctors,  under- 
takers, visitors  who  stayed  over  night,  nurses,  and  those  of  the  la- 
zaretto proper.  Seventeen  were  colored  and  86  white.  Of  the 
colored,  1  had  yellow  fever  of  a  mild  type ;  of  the  white,  30  had 
genuine  yellow  fever,  and  15  had  fever  of  a  mild  type,  lasting  3  to 
4  days.     Five  of  the  15  are  reported  on  list  as  cases  31,  32,  33,  35, 
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and  36 ;  but  thought  to  be  involved  in  some  doubt.  -Of  the  other 
10  cases  I  have  no  record  at  all.  Of  the  whites,  34||  per  cent,  had 
yellow  fever ;  blacks,  5|f ;  total  per  cent,  of  the  sick  during  the 
epidemic,  45§|.  The  duration  of  the  incubation  cannot  be  accu- 
rately determined,  except  in  case  21,  where  there  was  an  exposure 
of  3  hours,  July  30,  and  the  patient  was  taken  sick  on  the  6th 
August,  6  days.  The  most  of  the  early  cases  had  an  incubation  of 
5  to  10  days.  Those  who  remained  near  the  ^  Home'  day  and  night, 
after  the  hatches  were  opened,  suffered  the  most.  Out  of  6  of  the 
crews  of  the  barges  Kirkpatrick  and  Madison,  5  had  fever  and  2 
died.  The  Pepper  family,  13  in  number,  at  140  yards  distant,  all 
had  fever.  Dr.  Thompson's  family  of  4,  and  a  colored  servant,  had 
3  cases  of  yellow  fever,  at  a  distance  from  the  '  Home'  of  140 
yards. 

^^  Treatment  was  of  little  avail,  except  to  palliate  suffering,  as  all 
the  severe  cases,  with  the  exception  of  Dr.  Thompson's  case,  and 
Dr.  Taylor's  cases,  6  and  34,  died  ;  the  slight  cases  recovered.  Of 
the  31  genuine  cases,  54.75  died  ;  of  all,  36.44  died.  Everything 
seemed  combined  to  make  up  this  sad  history.  The  locality  of  the 
lazaretto  was  decidedly  malarious,  increased  by  a  spring  overflow 
and  the  most  intensely  hot  weather — hotter  than  has  been  known  for 
81  years.  The  infected  vessel  was  old,  rotten,  saturated  with  filth, 
and  hailed  from  a  port  where  yellow  fever  was  known  to  exist.  Dr. 
Thompson  declared  that  ^  language  was  inadequate  to  describe  its 
condition.'  Another,  who  had  been  on  quarantine  duty  for  thirty 
years,  and  thirty  more  as  a  sailor,  stated  that  it  was  the  filthiest  ves- 
sel he  had  ever  seen.  The  prevailing  wind  from  the  southwest  carried 
the  poison  continually  toward  the  station ;  the  thermometer  stood 
at  90^  almost  daily,  during  the  discharge  of.  the  cargo ;  and,  what 
was  more  unfortunate,  the  vessel  was  allowed  to  come  to  the  govern- 
ment wharf,  a  distance  of  140  yards  from  the  Pepper  house,  and 
about  the  same  f^om'  the  quarantine  buildings." 

To  return  to  the  history  of  the  disease  in  the  city.  On  the  13th 
of  July,  before  the  hatches  were  opened,  according  to  Dr.  Good- 
man— after,  according  to  Dr.  Taylor — the  deck  load  of  the  brig, 
consisting  of  logwood,  was,  without  permission,  brought  up  to  the 
city  in  a  lighter,  and  remained  from  six  to  eight  weeks  on  the  log- 
wood wharf  on  Windmill  Island.  No  case  can  be  traced  to  this 
source,  unless  that  of  Mr.  Alexander  Campbell,  Night  Inspector  of 
United  States  Customs,  who  was  stationed  on  the  island  from  July 
6th  to  July  13th.  From  August  1st  to  8th  he  was  stationed  in  the 
Sbippen  Street  wharf,  in  the  Swanson  Street  district,  and  was 
constantly  passing  through  this  locality.    ^^  While  he  was  at  this 
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wharf,  August  4th,  the  brig  ^  Home'  came  to  the  city  and  anchored 
half  a  mile  to  the  windward  of  Shippen  Street  wharf,  east  of  Wind- 
mill Island,  and  remained  there  all  night.  She  was  at  that  time 
considered  by  the  three  lazaretto  physicians  perfectly  clean,  and  sail- 
ors remaining  on  board  from  that  time  forward  were  not  attacked. 
This,  the  first  case  reported  as  originating  in  the  city,  proved  fatal 
in  four  days."  Diagram  No.  2,  also  reduced  from  Dr.  Goodman's 
report,  indicates  accurately  the  different  positions  of  the  brig  and 
lighter,  and  their  relation  to  the  infected  district,  as  well  as  the 
order  in  which  the  infection  spread.  The  next  three  cases  were  de- 
veloped in  men  working  along  the  wharves  or  on  shipboard  in  this 
locality.  Then  followed  two  women — one  next  door,  the  other  re- 
siding within  a  few  doors  of  one  or  both  of  these  cases,  on  a  most 
filthy,  pestileoitial  little  court,  known  as  Krider's  Alley.  Of  this 
alley  Dr.  Goodman  says,  speaking  from  personal  observation : — 

"Krider's  Alley  is  a  private  alley  owned  by  several  individuals 
jointly,  and  by  them  should  be  kept  in  repair  and  clean.  The 
paving  was  in  holes,  which  was  filled  up  with  refuse  of  slops,  &c., 
from  about  twelve  small  hc^nses,  which  filth  constantly  putrefied 
and  festered  in  the  sun.  If  this  alley  had  been  cleaned  during  the 
summer,  it  was  impossible  to  keep  it  so,  owing  to  the  paving,  as  I 
have  seen  it  almost  as  dirty  a  few  hours  after  cleaning  as  before." 

Nor  does  he  give  a  more  favorable  account  of  the  neighborhood 
generally.    We  quote  again : — 

^'  Penn  Street  below  Lombard,  for  two  squares,  was  also  filthy. 
That  part  where  the  cases  8,  9,  and  10  occurred  is  much  over- 
crowded, filled  with  lodging-houses,  the  inmates  of  which  throw 
their  garbage,  slops,  and  even  human  excrement  in  the  gutters 
daily.  People  told  me  that  the  stench  in  this  square  from  this 
cause  was  intolerable  at  night.  Where  cases  13, 16,  and  17  occurred, 
the  street  was  ordinarily  clean.  The  house  in  front  was  occupied  by 
thirty  people,  and  in  the  dirtiest,  most  overcrowded  condition.  The 
one  in  the  rear  had  about  three  families  living  in  it,  and  in  a  very 
tidy  condition  for  the  locality.  The  common  privy  for  all  these 
people  (between  th6  two  houses)  was  kept  almost  always  full,  some- 
times overflowing  the  yard  by  reason  of  the  tide-water.  The  stench 
from  this  source  was  unbearable.  The  cases  taken  sick  had  their 
windows  opening  over  this  offensive  yard.  Filthy  and  overflowing 
priVies  were  very  common  in  this  district." 

This  being  the  condition  of  things,  and  probably  being  of  no  recent 
date,  we  are  not  surprised  at  the  follo?ring  statement  by  Dr.  La 
Roche : — 

"  This  infected  district  was  restricted  within  a  very  limited  sur- 
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face,  extending  from  the  river  front,  or  rather  from  Swanson  to 
Front  Street,  in  a  westerly  direction,  and  from  a  short  distance 
above  Christian  Street  to  an  equal  distance  below  Pine  in  the  oppo- 
site direction.  It  comprised  a  portion  of  surface  constituting  the 
seat  of  all  our  former  visitations  of  yellow  fever ;  for  the  history 
of  these  shows  not  only  that  the  disease  invariably  prevailed  along 
the  river  front  of  the  city  and  in  the  streets  adjoining,  whether 
running  parallel  to,  or  in  a  direction  contrary  to,  the  river,  and 
seldom  extended  westerly  beyond  Front  or  Second  Street,  but  that 
on  some  occasions  it  qriginated  and  principally  prevailed  in  the 
neighborhood  of  the  very  spot  where  the  cases  of  the  present  season 
mostly  occurred." 

In  regard  to  the  origin  of  these  cases  occurring  in  the  city,  Drs. 
La  Roche  and  Goodman  unhesitatingly  declare  their  conviction  that 
it  was  local  and  spontaneous.  They  base  this  belief  on  the  fact 
that  they  cannot,  after  careful  scrutiny  and  sifting  of  the  evidence, 
detect  the  mode  or  time  of  its  introduction  from  a  foreign  source — 
scarcely  a  logical  ground  of  conviction.  The  Committee  feel  that 
the  precedent  importation  of  the  disease  at  a  point  a  few  miles 
below,  on  a  tidal  stream,  with  the  wind  blowing  steadily  night  and 
day  directly  from  the  infected  region,  the  presence  and  death  in  the 
subsequently  infected  district  of  men  who  had  been  passing  weeks 
on  the  infected  ship,  and  whp  brought  with  them  their  personal 
effects,  saturated  with  the  atmosphere  of  the  vessel,  the  deposition 
of  part  of  her  cargo  at  a  point  shortly  removed,  and  finally  the 
appearance  of  the  f(m%  et  arigo  mali  herself  at  a  short  distance  to 
windward,  together  with  the  fact  that  the  first  four  cases  reported 
were  in  men  employed  on  the  water,  constitute  an  assemblage  of  facts 
which  are  entitled  to  be  considered  in  the  light  of  something  more 
than  mere  coincidences  in  their  relation  to  the  outbreak.  Nor  is  it 
to  be  forgotten  in  this  connection  that  subsequently  to  the  importa- 
tion of  cases  of  the  disease  into  this  locality,  and  considerably  ante- 
rior to  the  occurrence  of  the  first  reported  native  case,  several  deaths 
from  icterus  were  reported  to  the  Registrar,  which  Dr.  La  Roche 
does  not  hesitate  to  say  were,  in  his  opinion,  cases  of  yellow  fever. 

Mortuary  Table,  No.  4,  taken  by  permission  from  the  report  of  the 
Port  Physician,  contains  all  the  cases  originating  in  this  locality. 
The  others  which  died  in  the  city  contracted  the  disease  at  the 
lazaretto  or  on  the  brig. 

The  mortality  in  this  epidemic  •was  excessive,  amounting  to 
thirteen  out  of  seventeen  attacked,  76^^  P^^  ^^^'  The  average 
duration  of  sickness  in  fatal  tases  was  only  five  days.  We  cannot 
better  conclude  this  hurried  notice  of  a  very  important  episode  in 
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the  medical  history  of  the  city  than  in  the  words  of  Dr.  Goodman, 
to  whose  active,  energetic,  and  sagacious  measures  and  untiring 
zeal  the  happy  results  which  he  records  are  in  great  measure  due. 

^^  The  suddenness  of  the  disappearance  of  yellow  fever  in  this 
locality  was  a  source  of  much  congratulation,  and  was  no  doubt 
owing  to  the  prompt  application  of  sanitary  measures  adopted  bj 
the  Board  of  Health.  The  streets  were  cleaned  and  gutters  washed 
daily, privies  were  disinfected  and  cleaned;  almost  every  house  was 
whitewashed,  the  dead  were  promptly  buried,  and  the  sick,  who 
could  be  removed,  were  sent  to  the  Municipfd  HospitaL  This  work 
was  so  quietly  done  that  few  people  knew  of  the  epidemic  until 
over,  and  the  community  will  probably  never  know  how  narrowly 
they  escaped  the  terrors  of  a  general  epidemic" 

(Signed)  BENJAMIN  LEE, 

Chairman, 
JOHN  G.  STETLER, 
JOHN  H.  GROVE. 
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MORTUARY  TABLE,  No.  1. 
Record  6/  Causes  of  Death  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  for  the  year  1870. 
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FE7BR8  OR  Ztmotio  D18BA8K8— (Total,  2480), 
Fever,  typhoid 

♦*       typhus 

"       spotted  (oerebro-spinal  meulogUis] 

"       relapsing 

**       yellow 

"       puerperal 

*'       inalarial 

**       scarlet 

'*       erysipelatous 

Variola 

Rubeola 

Pertussis 

Membrauous  croup 

Diphtheria 

Cholera 

Syphilis 

Hydrophobia 

DlSEASBS  OP  THE  LUNOS  AND  AIR-PA88A0B8— 

(Total.  3714). 

Phthisis  pulmoaalis 

Pneumouia 

Congestion  of  lungs 

Hydrothorax 

Laryngitis 

(Edema  and  disease  of  tlie  glottis. 

Emphysema '. 

Pleurisy 

Empyema 

Bronchitis 

Asthma 

Hemorrhage  from  lungs 

Asphyxia  neonatorum 

(Edema  of  lungs 

Diseases  (not  specified)  of  lungs 

DIBBA8BS  OP  THB  MkRVOUB  StSTEX— 

(Total,  2636). 

Apoplexy 

Congestion  of  brain 

Meningitis  (including  effusion) 

Softening  of  brain 

Paralysis 

Insanity 

Enlargement  of  brain 

Tuberculosis  of  brain 

Diseases  (not  specified)  of  brain 

Convulsions 

**  puerperal 

"  infantile 

Epilepsy 

Tetanus 

Sunstrolce 

Alcoholism 

Chorea  Sanctl  Vitl 

DI8BASB8  OP  THB  OroAWS  AXD  PrOCBSSBS  OP 

NcTRiTioK— (Totol,  3462), 

Dentition 

Stomatitis 

Pharyngitis 

TouKiiliiis  

Ulcer  of  throat 

Stricture  of  oesophagus 

Diarrhoea 

D  vsentery 

CVblera  infantum 

Cholera  morbus 

Ulceration  of  stomach  and  bowels 

Inflammation  of  stomach  and  bowels  .... 
Hemorrhage       **  "  **        .... 

Dvspepsia 

Obstruction  of  bowels 

Din.  (not  speciflod)  of  stomach  &  bowels.. 

Inflammation  and  congestion  of  liver 

Degeneration  of  liver 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 
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VerminooB  infestation 

Peritonitis 

Dropsy  (not  dlstingaished) 

Ascites 

Hernia , 

Tnberouloslfl  of  bowels 

Perforation    *•        " 

Strictare  of  pylorus 

•*       and  other  disease  of  rectnm. . 
Tabercolosis  of  mesentery 

Scrofula. 

Cancer 

Inherited  syphilis 

Tomors 

DISBA8B9  OP  TRR  CiSCITLATORT  STSTRM 
AND  OF  THR  BlOOD— (ToUl,  703). 

Inflammation  of  the  heart 

"              •'       perloardinm 

Enlargement  of  the  heart 

Patty  degeneration  of  the  heart. 

If  euralgla  of  the  heart 

•• 

Syncope,  heart-clot 

Rnptare  of  heart 

OssiftcatioR  of  heart 

•*          **  aorta 

Diseases  (not  specified)  of  heart 

Aneu  rism 

83 

**         of  the  aorta 

Anemia 

Leneooythamia 
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Bheamatism 

Goat 

AbijcesB 

Gangrene 

DlSRASBa  OF  THB  URIirO-GBllITAL  OrOAM 

(Total,  270). 
Inflammation  of  kidney 

6 

Fatty  degeoeraUon  of  kidney 

1       i 

Bright's  disease  of  kidney 

28      12 

Hemorrhage  from  kidney 

'7 

6 

Diabetes 

Uraemia 

2 

Inflammation  of  bladder. 

11 

1 

Hemorrhage  from  bladder 

Ulcer  of  bladder 

Calcnlns  in  bladder 

Diseases  (not  specified)  of  bladder 

Disease  of  prostate  gland 
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ii  .. 

Rapture  of  urethra 

Diseases  of  nterus 
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Hemorrhage  from  uterus 
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185 
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Diseases  of  orary 

Parturition 

DiBBASBB  OF  THR  OSSRODS  THSOB— 

(Total. «). 
Cariea  (in  various  locations) 

"       of  hip 

**       of  spine 

2 

Kecrosls 

Inflammation  of  spine 

1 

Softening  of  bones 

Inflammation  of  Joints. 

MiacBLLAirROOs— (Total,  3430). 

Debility  and  inanition 

3 
34 

"           **         "       congenital 

**          ««         "       senUe 

78 

Malformation 

Violence  and  accident.. 

79 

Stillbirths 

Unclasslflable  or  unknown 

46 

Total 

5787' 

7963 

47031 

4122h 

7925 

BS'^il 

16,750! 

1081 1 

12,581 

3273,  893 
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APPENDIX  TO  MORTUARY  TABLE,  No.  8. 
Synopsis  of  Deaths  reported  in  the  City  of  Philadelphia  for  the  year  1870. 

Whole  number  of  deaths  reported 16,750 

"  "        "        "     of  white  persons        ....     15,669 

"  «        "        "     of  colored    "  ....      1,081 

16,750 

"        "        "     males 8,787 

"        "        "     females 7,963 

Number  of  deaths  of  male  adults 4,084 

"        "        "      "    female  adulte 3,841 

"        "        "      "    male  children 4,703 

«        "        "      «    female  children 4,122 

16,750 

From  which  deduct  stillborn  males 489 

«*        "        "  "        females        .        .        .        .333 

822 

"        "        *  oases  brought  from  country      .        .        .         611 

1,433 

Net  deaths  in  city  for  year  1870        .        .        .  15,317 

«        "        "        "        "     1869        .        .        .  13,428 

Excess  of  1870  over  1869 1,889 

Ratio  of  net  deaths  in  1870  (15,317)  to  population  of  city  (674,022),  1  in  44 
or  2^ J  per  cent. 

(The  Committee  feel  constrained  to  mention,  with  an  expression  of  thanks, 
the  coarteous  and  important  assistance  rendered  them  in  the  preparation  of 
the  above  tables  by  Mr.  Geo.  B.  Chambers,  the  efficient  Registrar  of  the  city.) 
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MEMOIR  OP  DR.  JOHN  FEROUSSON  LAMB. 

BT  LAURBNCB  TUBBBDLL,  M.D. 

The  family  and  name  of  the  Lambs  are  Saxon.  They  resided  in 
Cumberlandshire,  England,  until  1660,  when  Richard  Lamb  mar- 
ried Alice  Graham.  From  this  union,  there  were  fifteen  children, 
eleven  of  them  s<Jn^,  and  it  became  necessary  for  them  to  seek  their 
fortunes. 

Some  settled  in  a  village  near  London,  and  some  in  New  Gastle- 
upon-Tyne,  where  Walter  Lamb  was  born.  Three  brothers,  Walter, 
Richard,  and  Musgrove,  came  to  America  in  1769.  They  engaged  in 
mercantile  pursuits  in  Norfolk  until  the  war  of  the  Revolution,  when 
Walter  removed  to  Pittsylvania  County,  Virginia.  He  married 
Miss  Catharine  Fergusson,  and  from  this  union  there  were  four 
children.  John  Fergusson  Lamb,  bom  December  28, 1791,^  was  the 
second  child,  and  only  son;  and  first  attended  school  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  birthplace,  about  five  miles  from  the  county  court-house.  He 
was  remarkable  for  his  amiability,  affectionate  disposition,  obedience 
to  parents  and  teachers,  and  studious  habits.  When  he  mastered 
all  that  could  be  taught  at  the  county  school,  be  was  sent  to  an 
academy  at  New  London,  Bedford  County,  where  he  finished  his  clas- 
sical studies.  He  boarded  with  the  family  of  Dr.  Samuel  K.  Jen- 
nings, an  eminent  physician,  and  from  him  imbibed  the  desire  to 
study  for  the  medical  profession.  When  Dr.  Jennings  removed  to 
Lynchburg,  he  accompanied  him,  expecting  to  commence  his  medical 
studies.  In  the  mean  time,  his  father's  death  rendered  it  necessary 
for  him  to  make  some  exertion  for  a  livelihood,  so  at  the  age  of 
eighteen  he  became  connected  with  a  paper  (  The  Lynchburg  Vir- 
ginian)^ as  editor  and  partial  proprietor,  in  partnership  with  Jacob 
Hars,  a  German  printer.  He  edited  the  paper  ably,  and  devoted 
his  spare  time  to  his  medical  studies.  On  the  2d  of  January,  1812, 
he  married  Miss  Susannah  Taylor,  a  daughter  of  Richardson 
Taylor,  of  James  City,  Va.,  with  whom  he  lived  happily  more 
than  fifty-seven  years.  From  this  union,  there  were  five  children, 
only  one  of  whom  survived.  During  the  war  of  1812,  he  volun- 
teered as  a  private,  but  was  afterwards  promoted  to  the  position  of 
assistant  surgeon  to  Col.  Cocker's  regiment.  In  November,  1816, 
he  came  to  Philadelphia,  with  the  expectation  of  attending  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania.  After  reaching  Pennsylvania,  he 
associated  himself  with  Dr.  William  Worthington  in  the  drug 
business,  in  Frankford,  then  a  borough  of  five  hundred  inhabi- 
tants, five  miles  from  the  city  of  Philadelphia.  He  continued  this 
as  a  means  of  support  for  his  family  while  attending  the  lectures, 
and  until  he  was  well  established  in  his  profession.  He  gi'aduated 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  April  6th,  1820.  The  subject 
of  his  thesis  was  rheumatism.  Dr.  WiUiam  Hirst  having  proposed 
a  partnership,  he  declined  the  offer,  but  practised  for  him  for  two 

>  He  made  the  folIowiDg  remark  to  afnend:  '*That  the  only  greatness  he 
had  ever  attained  was  in  the  fact  that,  at  the  time  of  his  birth,  he  weighed 
twentj  pounds,  and  tvas  the  largest  child  on  medical  record." 
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years;  and  when  Dr.  Hirst  died,  he  succeeded  to  his  practice.  For 
forty-nine  years,  he  was  constantly  employed  in  the  arduous  duties 
of  his  profession,  and  continued  a  diligent  student  up  to  his  last  ill- 
ness. His  health  was  generally  good,  owing,  perhaps,  to  the  regu- 
larity of  his  habits,  and  to  his  temperance  in  all  things.  He  never 
used  tobacco  in  any  form;  was  extremely  courteous  and  polite  in 
his  manners;  never  was  known  even  to  use  an  unrefined  word,  or  to 
show  any  appearance  of  anger.  Even  during  hia  last  painful  ill- 
ness, no  murmurs  ever  escaped  him,  and  his  choice  language  was 
remarked  by  all  his  attendants. 

He  always  took  great  interest  in  internal  improvements,  and  was 
generally  at  the  head  of  every  movement  for  the  advantage  of  his 
fellow-townsmen.  Through  his  influence,  the  ordinance  was  passed 
to  pave  the  sidewalks,  and  thus  was  laid  the  foundation  for  changing 
the  quiet  village  to  the  thriving  town  of  the  present  day.  He  in- 
terested himself  to  build  a  lyceum,  found  a  library,  Bible  society, 
etc. ;  took  an  active  part  in  raising  funds  to  build  St.  Mark's  Church, 
Frankford,  and  when  that  was  flourishing,  he  then  interested  him- 
self to  assist  in  building  the  Church  of  the  Resurrection,  Rising 
Sun  village.  He  took  a  prominent  part  in  the  first  passenger  rail- 
way in  Philadelphia,  and,  in  the  face  of  all  opposition,  diligently 
persevered  until  he  obtained  a  majority  of  the  signatures  of  the 
property  holders  on  the  line  of  the  road.  He  was  a  member  of  the 
College  of  Physicians,  Philadelphia  County  Medical  Society,  and 
Northern  Medical  Society,  and  held  oflSce  in  the  last  two.  In  1855, 
he  was  appointed  a  delegate  from  the  American  Medical  Association 
to  visit  the  Parisian  hospitals ;  his  report  was  entirely  satisfactory. 
He  was  annually  appointed  a  delegate  from  the  societies  to  the  meet- 
ings of  the  Medical  Association,  and  took  great  delight  in  attending 
them  when  his  professional  duties  allowed  the  recreation.  His  health 
was  delicate  from  the  commencement  of  the  year  1869,  indeed,  his 
exertions  professionally  during  the  four  previous  years  were  too 
great  for  his  usually  vigorous  constitution.  He  would  frequently 
be  engaged  from  eight  in  the  morning  to  six  in  the  evening,  without 
rest  or  refreshment.  Then  the  office  hours,  and  attending  to  his 
'  professional  reports,  books,  etc.,  would  keep  him  employed  so  late, 
that  he  had  seldom  more  than  four  hours  for  sleep.  He  went  out 
every  day  until  March  9th,  when,  after  a  ten  minutes'  ride,  he  came 
home  perfectly  exhausted.  On  the  13th,  he  was  taken  with  a  chill, 
and,  from  the  evening  of  that  day,  he  was  confined  to  his  bed. 
Prof.  A.  Stilld  visited  him  on  the  14th  for  the  first  time ;  on  the  18th, 
Dr.  B.  H.  Deacon  was  called  in,  and  he  received  every  attention 
from  both  gentlemen. 

His  mind  was  perfectly  clear,  notwithstanding  his  bodily  suffer- 
ings. He  never  complained,  always,  when  asked,  replying,  "  I  feel 
more  comfortable."  Even  when  suffering  agonizing  pain,  not  a  mur- 
mur escaped  his  lips,  nor  an  audible  groan.  As  the  spasms  of  pain 
would  come,  he  would  quietly  say,  "  do  not  touch  me."  When  the 
chills  were  broken,  he  seemed  to  improve,  was  able  to  sit  up  once 
or  twice,  but  being  attacked  with  diarrhoea,  which  for  three  days  was 
not  checked,  he  grew  weaker,  and  gradually  declined.  Twelve  days 
before  his  death,  his  phj'sicians  thought  he  could  not  survive  twenty- 
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four  hours,  but  his  decline  was  gradual  until  the  morning  of  April 
26,  1869,  when  he  passed  away. 

Dr.  Lamb  was  connected  with  the  Protestant  Episcopal  Church, 
and  his  pastor,  the  Rev.  Thomas  J.  Davis,  in  a  letter  to  the  writer, 
says,  "  He  was  remarkable  for  his  amiability  and  affectionate  dis- 
position. He  was  a  man  of  more  than  ordinary  erudition,  and  by 
habits  of  close  application  became  eminent,  and  was  most  highl}'- 
esteemed.  He  was  elected  a  vestryman  of  the  Church  of  the  Re- 
surrection in  1850,  and  rendered  valuable  services  to  the  church 
and  its  rector.  In  his  last  illness  I  administered  the  Holy  Com- 
munion to  him,  and  was  with  him  when  he  departed  this  life,  at  the 
close  of  which,  after  using  the  commendatory  prayer  for  the  dying, 
I  said  to  him, '  Doctor,  you  are  going  home,'  and  he  said, '  Yes,  by 
the  grace  of  God,  lam ;'  which  were  the  last  words  uttered." 

As  a  physician  Dr.  Lamb  was  most  highly  esteemed  by  his  patients 
and  the  profession.  He  was  elected  vice-president  of  the  Philadel- 
phia County  Medical  Society,  January  21, 1851,  and  again  in  1852; 
in  January,  1853,  he  was  elected  president  of  the  Societj^,  an  honor 
which  he  shares  with  such  illustrious  medical  men  as  Jackson, 
Carson,  Gross,  Meigs,  and  many  other  distinguished  lights  of  the 
medical  profession.  Dr.  Lamb,  as  president  of  this  large  and  effi- 
cient body,  was  dignified,  affable,  firm,  and,  above  all,  courteous. 

Dr.  Lamb  was  a  country  practitioner,  residing  in  Frankford, 
one  of  the  suburbs  of  Philadelphia,  but  now  a  part  of  the  city, 
and  spent  most  of  his  time,  therefore,  in  practising  in  that  neigh- 
borhood. The  country  doctor  has  trials  and  dilficulties  of  which 
we  who  practice  in  the  city  know  but  little.  He,  above  all,  must 
have  good  judgment,  and  be  quick  to  act  iiUAn  emergency.  He 
must  be  nurse,  physician,  surgeon,  and  obstetrician  all  combined. 
Perhaps  his  first  case  is  one  of  the  greatest  difi9culty,  and,  as  a 
general  rule,  he  must  face  this  danger  alone,  with  no  kind  consult- 
ing friend's  judgment  or  assistance.  An  accident'  often  makes  a 
young  country  practitioner  old,  as  it  were  in  a  single  night.  A 
mother  thinks  her  husband  or  child  dying;  how  quickly  she  sends 
for  him,  and  urges  him  with  her  tears  to  save  the  loved  one,  and 
with  what  intei^se  interest  she  watches  his  face,  and  follows  his 
searching  eye,  as  he  examines  his  patient!  How  responsible  his 
position,  how  careful  must  he  be  of  every  word  he  utters  1  How 
a  cheerful  word  from  him  makes  her  heart  leap  for  joy,  and  a 
depressing  one  fill  it  with  sadness  and  sorrow. 

There  is  also  a  bright  side  to  this  picture.  There  are  few  men  so 
well  known  as  the  "  Country  Doctor ;"  and  none  more  respected  and 
esteemed.  No  one  but  the  clergyman  who  ministers  to  our  soul's 
diseases.  "The  doctor  knows  many  of  the  secrets  and  also  the 
sorrows  of  his  patients ;  and  how  many  lives  and  hearts  are  in  his 
hands.''  If  there  is  any  doubt  upon  any  scientific  question,  he  is 
the  one  to  solve  it,  as  his  knowledge  of  physiology,  geology,  chem- 
istry, botany,  and  the  other  kindred  sciences,  makes  him  a  sort  of 
centre  in  a  rural  community.  He  is  ever  consulted  about  the  ail- 
ments of  the  lower  animals,  soils,  plants,  and  flowers,  even  all  being 
known  to.  him.  The  exalted  character  of  the  physician  is  weU 
expressed  by  Dr.  Lamb,  in  the  annual  address  before  the  Philadel- 
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phia  County  Medical  Society,  on  his  retirement  from  the  presi- 
dency in  1854 : — 

"  1  am  not  the  advocate  of  a  titled  nobility ;  but  whatever  may 
be  the  connections  of  our  profession,  it  is  one  of  noble  bearing. 
The  greatest  philosophers  .of  antiquity  have  devoted  themselves  to 
medicine.  The  inhabitants  of  Smyrna  associated  upon  the  coins  of 
that  city  the  names  of  their  celebrated  phj^sicians  with  the  effigies 
of  their  gods.  And  the  Athenians,  in  order  that  the  profession 
should  be  particularly  exclusive,  had  a  law  that  no  slave  nor  woman 
should  dare  to  study  medicine ;  and  it  is  well  known  in  the  time  of 
Julius  Caesar,  when  physicians  came  from  Greece  (the  country 
whence  the  Romans  derived  all  their  polite  learning  and  knowledge 
of  the  fine  arts),  they  were  complimented  with  the  freedom  of  the 
Eternal  City,  a  privilege  of  which  that  proud  people  were  extremely 
jealous.  Let  it  not  degenerate  in  our  hands  ^  Never  stoop  to  pros- 
titute the  dignity  of  the  profession  through  mean  or  sordid  views 
of  self-interest." 
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REPORT  OF  THE  SCHUYLKILL  CODNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


The  Committee  to  whom  was  assigned  the  duty  of  preparing  the 
annual  report  regret  the  lateness  of  the  hour  to  which  such  duty 
was  delayed,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  no  combined  action  has  been 
determined  on  by  the  Society  for  the  returns  or  statistics  of  its  mem* 
bers  residing  in  various  portions  of  the  county;  but  few  responded 
to  the  Committee  in  relation  to  the  prevalent  diseases,  or  mortuary 
tables  in  their  vicinity,  and  hence  this  report  must  necessarily  be, 
as  many  heretofore  annually  published,  but  the  transcript  of  the 
practice  of  those  who  have  favored  us,  instead  of  a  report  from  the 
County  Society, 

Our  membership  is  steadily  increasing,  and  now  numbers  forty- 
six  (46)  active  members,  an  increase  of  sixteen  (16)  since  the  last 
annual  report.  Bi-monthly  meetings  of  the  Society  have  been 
largely  attended,  and  as  the  ai^'ournment  is  from  town  to  town  in 
difierent  sections  of  the  county,  the  personal  and  professional  rela- 
tions of  our  members  are  cemented,  and  the  obligations  of  the  public 
to  the  profession  more  fully  cultivated. 

The  resolution  alluded  to  in  last  year's  report  forbidding  profes- 
sional intercourse  with  those  members  of  the  profession  who  decline 
or  are  disqualified  from  membership,  has  had  the  effect  of  nearly 
consolidating  the  regular  members  of  the  profession  within  the 
limits  of  this  county.  For  years  had  this  Society  dragged  on  a 
miserable  existence,  with  barely  a  quorum  at  its  quarterly  or  semi- 
annual meetings,  with  *no  papers  or  discussions  on  medical  topics, 
with  its  officers  even  careless  and  indifferent,  until  within  the  past 
two  years,  and  since  the  adoption  of  the  above  rule.  Has  not  this 
also  been  the  experience  of  some  other  county  organizations?  and 
are  not  those  who  fail  to  fraternize  with  us  fastidiously  excluding 
themselves  from  professional  intercourse  and  oqurtesies?  We 
highly  commend  the  non-intercourse  resolution,  and  the  fact  that  a 
motion  to  reconsider  it  was  unanimously  rejected  at  a  late  meeting 
may  be  considered  the  best  evidence  of  its  successful  operation. 

The  general  sanitary  condition  of  the  county  during  the  year  has 
been  excellent.  Near  its  close,  however,  epidemic  scarlatina  and 
rubeola  prevailed  extensively ;  in  some  localities  the  former  assumed 
a  very  grave  type,  and  the  mortality  was  large. 
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Owing  to  '^  suspensions  at  the  mines,"  but  little  occurred  requiring 
surgical  attention. 

In  obstetrics,  an  early  resort  to  both  chloroform  and  the  forceps 
would  seem  to  be  growing  into  more  general  favor  as  the  practice 
of  the  county. 

Dr.  George  L.  Reagan,  of  Shenandoah  City,  reports : — 

In  my  limited  field  of  observation  we  have  not  been  visited  by 
any  epidemic  during  the  past  year.  In  the  spring  I  treated  several 
cases  of  pneumonia  with  tonics,  opiates,  and  nutritious  diet.  During 
March,  April,  and  May  I  had  eight  cases  of  typho-malarial  fever 
and  three  cases  of  typhoid  fever ;  one  case  of  the  latter  died  with 
severe  cerebral  complications  during  the  second  ^eek.  In  one  case 
of  typho-malarial  of  a  severe  form,  the  patient  had  loss  of  vision 
for  five  days;  would  answer  all  questions  readily ;  knew  persons  by 
voice,  but  could  not  distinguish  whether  it  was  day  or  night.  The 
patient  made  a  good  recovery,  and  sight  was  gradually  restored.  One 
case  of  typho-malarial  fever  died  very  suddenly  during  apparent 
convalescence.  The  patient  partook  of  light  nourishment  at  5  P.M. ; 
slept  until  6^  P.M.;  awoke;  made  some  renuirks  to  her  nurse;  sat 
up  in  bed,  and  at  once  fell  back  dead.  I  could  not  obtain  a  post- 
mortem examination,  and  supposed  her  death  to  have  occurred  from 
heart-clot. 

During  the  year  I  have  treated  a  number  of  cases  of  croup  suc- 
cessfully with  the  turpeth  mineral  as  an  emetic,  but  am  not  much 
encouraged  with  my  success  with  the  cold-water  treatment  and 
lime  inhalations. 

In  the  winter  I  successfully  treated  a  case  of  poisoning  from 
tincture  of  aconite  root,  a  tablespoonful  of  which  had  been  swal- 
lowed in  mistake  for  elixir  of  senna ;  it  occurred  with  the  wife  of 
Dr.  Shultz,  whose  husband,  immediately  on  his  arrival  at  home,  gave 
her  an  emetic.  Dr.  Kern,  who  was  summoned,  gave  liberal  doses 
of  charcoal.  On  my  arrival  I  found  the  woman  feeble  and  pulseless, 
and  suggested  brandy  in  frequent  and  large  doses,  with  milk ;  in  less 
than  half  an  hour  twelve  ounces  of  brandy  were  taken,  when  the 
heart's  action  responded  to  the  stimulant  and  our  patient  was  saved. 
Considerable  dryness  and  uneasiness  of  the  fauces  remained  for 
several  days,  and  were  the  only  inconvenience  experienced.  In  the 
obstetrical  practice  of  this  place,  with  a  population  of  3500,  three 
physicians  and  five  mid  wives  are  employed. 

My  statistics  for  the  year  are  as  follows : — 

No.  of  cases,        48.  Primipara,  14. 

No.  of  deaths,  none.  Multipara,  34. 
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Presentations:  vertex,  44;  breech,  3;  arm,  1. 

Complications:  prolapsus  fanis,  1 ;  adherent  placenta,  2;  placenta 
praevia,  1. 

Operations :  version,  1 ;  forceps,  7. 

No.  of  children,  48.  Males,  32;  females,  16.  At  term,  46 ;  pre- 
mature, 2 ;  still-born,  3. 

One  case  of  spina  bifida  died  in  two  days. 

One  case  of  two  thumbs  on  both  hands. 

Dr.  L.  M.  Thompson,  of  ^hanoy  City,  reports: — 
During  the  past  year  little  of  interest  to  the  profession  has 
occurred  in  this  portion  of  the  county.  In  common,  however,  with 
other  localities,  scarlatina,  many  cases  of  which  were  of  a  malignant 
type,  made  its  advent  during  last  fall,  and  prevailed  until  February 
of  this  year,  since  which  time  a  few  cases  only  have  been  observed, 
and  these  mostly  of  a  mild  form.  It  is  a  matter  of  regret  that  the 
mode  of  treatment,  adopted  by  phj^sicians  in  the  county,  could  not 
have  been  reported  with  the  attending  success.  The  fact  is  a 
lamentable  one,  that  what  is  styled  the  usual  treatment  in  scarlet 
fever  is  manifestly  of  an  empirical  character,  apparently  having  no 
controlling  influence  on  the  disease.  My  attention  having  been 
directed  to  an  article  in  the  Medical  and  Surgical  Reporter^  on  the 
treatment  of  scarlet  fever  with  ice,  by  Dr.  Hiram  Corson,  of  Mont- 
gomery County,  I  resolved  to  test  it  in  the  first  case  in  which  it 
could  be  fully  carried  out.  Such  a  case  presented  itself  March  17. 
At  6  P.M.  of  that  daj^  I  was  called  to  see  Miss  M.  R.,  aged  eighteen, 
who  had  been  feeling  unwell  for  more  than  a  week.  The  patient 
informed  me  that  her  throat  had  felt  sore  for  two  and  a  half  days 
previously,  attended  with  vomiting;  she  had  taken  pills  and  domestic 
remedies  with  only  slight  effect.  On  examination,  I  found  the  con- 
dition of  the  throat  serious,  tonsils  much  swollen,  membranous 
exudations  extensive  and  adherent,  breathing  very  difficult,  so  much 
so  that  the  patient  was  very  uncomfortable  in  the  recumbent  posi- 
tion ;  on  the  left  side  the  external  swelling  was  the  size  of  a  large 
walnut,  on  the  right  about  half  the  size.  Eruption  slight,  and  most 
conspicuous  on  the  upper  part  of  the  chest.  The  condition  of  the 
patient  was  alarming,  and  danger  of  suffocation  appeared  imminent. 
I  resolved  to  try  the  ice  treatment.  The  suggestion  was  not  favor- 
ably received  at  first,  but  was  finally  adopted,  and,  as  the  result 
proved,  was  most  beneficial.  The  ice  was  applied  internally  and 
externally,  as  nearly  after  the  plan  of  Dr.  Corson  as  possible.  On 
morning  visit  (18th)  I  found  the  patient  breathing  much  more  easily, 
but  with  little  or  no  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  fauces.    She 
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complained  of  discomfort  from  the  water  dripping  on  the  chest,  but 
none  from  the  ice  on  the  throat,  and  expressed  no  desire  to  discon- 
tinue its  use.  The  relief  experienced  ^om  the  first  was  great ;  the 
patient  afterwards  informed  me  that  she  thought  she  would  have 
suffocated  had  not  relief  been  obtained  when  I  first  saw  her.  The  ice 
was  applied  without  intermission  until  the  symptoms  were  relieved. 
In  connection  with  the  ice,  the  following  was  prescribed  as  a  gai^le* 

^. — Tinot.  ferri  muriat., 
Tinot.  myrrhsB,  aa  fjij; 
Glycerin., 
Mel.  despam., 
Aqnse,  aa  fgj. — M. 
Sig.  To  be  used  freely  every  two  or  three  hours. 

Chlorate  of  potassa  and  muriatic  acid  were  given  internally. 
Sponged  the  throat  once  with  solution  of  nitrate  of  silver,  one 
scruple  to  the  ounce.  The  bowels  were  regulated  with  compound 
cathartic  pills  and  Seltzer  aperient.  The  relief  experienced  from  the 
ice  was  immediate  and  continuous.  The  patient  convalesced  finely, 
with  no  sequelfle. 

This  is  the  only  case  in  which  I  have  tried  the  ice,  but  the  evident 
relief  afforded  encourages  me  to  further  trials,  when  cases  occur  in 
which  prejudices  can  be  overcome. 

About  the  latter  part  of  January  measles  appeared,  and  have 
prevailed  during  the  intervening  period,  but  of  so  mild  a  form  that 
few  cases  required  medical  treatment. 

Owing  to  the  very  general  suspension  of  business  at  the  collieries, 
there  have  been  few  injuries  sustained,  and  nothing  to  report  in  my 
surgical  practice. 

Dr.  D.  J.  McKiBBiN  reports: — 

Throughout  the  year  the  general  health  of  Ashland  and  vicinity 
was  very  good,  and  but  few  cases  of  remittent  fever  appeared. 
In  August  and  September  I  saw  and  treated  three  cases  of  ship- 
fever  among  immigrants,  of  which  one  died.  These  seem  to  have 
been  the  germ  from  whence  emanated  a  number  of  cases  of  typhoid 
fever,  principally  confined  to  the  mining  village  of  Colorado,  which 
had  furnished  the  persons  who  had  visited  the  sick,  and  "waked"  and 
attended  upon  the  funeral  of  the  deceased  immigrant.  I  consider  it 
the  same  disease,  modified  by  the  season  of  the  year,  by  a  better  con- 
dition of  the  system  to  receive  it,  and  by  an  earlier  and  more  rigor- 
ous attention  to  treatment.  Of  these  I  saw  and  treated  nine  cases. 
I  heard  of  other  cases  in  the  same  localit}^,  under  treatment  about 
the  same  time  by  Dr.  Weber,  of  Mahanoy  City,  and  Dr.  Sherman, 'of 
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s 
Girardville.  My  treatment  consisted  chiefly  in  isolation  and  venti- 
lation of  apartments,  the  latter  not  always  attainable  by  this  class 
of  patients.  Freqnent  tepid  spongings  with  whiskey  and  water, 
generous  slop  diet,  in  fine,  good  nursing  with  as  little  medication 
as  possible,  were  mainly  relied  on.  The  only  case  that  died  under 
my  charge  was  the  immigrant  alluded  to.  Scarlatina  was  the  only 
epidemic  which  prevailed  extensively,  and  still  does  (June  1, 1871), 
but  in  a  much  milder  form.  The  first  cases  in  my  practice  occurred 
in  November  at  the  Mahanoy  Plain,  a  village  six  miles  east  of  this 
place,  ftrom  whence  it  gradually  extended  over  a  large  population 
in  Girardville  and  the  mining  villages  along  the  Mahanoy  Valley, 
reaching  Ashland  about  the  middle  of  December.  Although  very 
many  of  the  cases  were  malignant,  still  the  general  character  of  the 
epidemic  was  not  of  so  severe  a  type  as  in  some  of  its  previous  visi- 
tations. In  the  treatment  I  have  long  since  abandoned  the  probang 
with  its  heavy  charges,  as  well  as  the  solid  stick  of  nitrate  of  silver, 
and  am  very  indiflerent  about,  the  use  of  gargles.  I  give  a  good 
calomel  purge  in  the  onset,  and  immediately  resort  in  all  cases  to 
the  solution  of  carbolic  acid,  combined  with  ammonia  and  ipecacu- 
anha, as  a  febrifuge  and  disinfectant ;  indeed,  in  all  the  zymotic 
diseases  I  believe  it  will  prove  as  eflScient  an  agent  as  that  of  Polli's 
plan  of  destroying  germs  by  the  sulphites — with  or  without  emetics, 
as  the  condition  of  the  fauces  may  indicate.  In  two  cases  of  very 
maligiiant  type,  emetics  of  powdered  alum,  repeated  three  or  four 
times  daily,  were  singularly  productive  of  immediate  relief  in  clear- 
ing the  bronchi  and  fauces,  and  rousing  nervous  energy  by  freer 
oxygenation.  Externally  I  apply  equal  parts  of  laudanum  and 
olive  oil  to  the  throat,  and  a  light  flaxseed  poultice,  if  the  tumefac- 
tion be  extensive ;  also,  inunctions  of  lard  to  the  surface  of  the 
whole  body,  frequently  repeated  when  the  heat  of  the  surface  is 
intense,  and  continued  daily  until  desquamation  has  been  well  estab- 
lished; with  cold  drinkS), cream  and  milk  freely;  Ice  cream,  light 
animal  broths,  and  wine.  If  Indicated;  to  be  carefully  guarded 
against  exposures  during  desquamation ;  and  the  tincture  of  chlo- 
ride of  Iron,  or  tartrate  of  iron  and  potassa  to  aid  In  conva- 
lescence. With  this  simple  treatment,  and  I  have  applied  it  to  quite 
a  number  of  serious  malignant  cases,  my  success  has  been  so  great, 
compared  with  that  attending  my  efibrts  In  previous  epidemics  of 
this  disease,  as  to  delight  and  astonish  me.  Measles  simultaneously 
appeared  without  anything  worthy  of  note  In  the  character  or  treat- 
ment. During  the  year  I  lost  two  cases  of  pneumonia,  one  during 
the  winter  Involving  both  lungs ;  the  other  In  June,  In  a  middle- 
aged  man  of  genteel  (?),  Intemperate  habits,  the  peculiarity  of  which 
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was  the  intensity  of  respiration,  it  being  maintained  continnoasly 
for  the  last  forty-eight  hours  of  his  life  at  64  to  70  per.minute. 

Fewer  cases  of  summer-complaints  of  children  presented  them- 
selves to  my  notice  daring  the  past  two  seasons,  owing,  I  believe, 
to  a  free  indulgence  in  good  ripe  fruits,  and  a  general  improvement 
in  the  mode  of  living  amongst  the  mining  classes.  Yaccination  in 
my  practice  I  have,  for  a  number  of  years  past,  forborne  to  per- 
form until  after  the  constitutional  excitement  of  teething  has  been 
allayed.  I  do  not  doubt  its  protective  power,  and  should  not 
hesitate  to  practise  it  upon  the  young  infant,  did  smallpox  appear 
in  my  neighborhood;  but  my  observations,  dating  from  family 
experience  eighteen  years  ago,  lead  me  to.  believe  that  vaccination 
increases  the  susceptibility  to  cholera  infantum,  tubercular  menin- 
gitis, and  tubercular  peritonitis.  Viewing,  therefore,  the  enormous 
percentage  in  the  mortality  from  these  diseases,  occurring,  too,  at  a 
critical  age,  and  of  which  dentition  alone  is  supposed  to  be  the  pre- 
disposing and  exciting  cause,  it  is  not  idle  to  speculate  upon  and 
endeavor  to  solve  some  mode  by  which  the  ratio  of  deaths  among 
children,  especially  in  our  large  towns  and  cities,  may  approximate 
that  which  vaccination  has  effected  in  the  mortality  of  variola.  In 
surgery  I  have  nothing  to  report ;  I  have  performed  two  capital 
operations  from  railroad  injuries. 

Case  of  Extra-  Uterine  Pregnancy^  reported  by  Dr.  A.  H.  Hal- 

BERSTADT. 

Mrs.  S.,  a  woman  of  spare  constitution,  aged  38  years,  married  at 
sixteen  to  her  first  husband,  by  whom  she  had  two  children,  with 
nothing  unusual  occurring  during  the  periods  of  utero-gestation 
and  partuiition,  was  left  a  widow  at  23  years.  She  married  a  second 
husband  at  26  years,  with  whom  she  lived  for  nine  years  without 
having  conceived,  until,  after  a  separation  of  one  year,  caused  by 
some  domestic  variances,  they  again  cohabited,  and  on  October  28, 
1868,  she  believed  herself  to  be  six  weeks  gone  with  child. 

For  many  years  she  had  suffered  with  uterine  derangements,  but 
these  troubles  had  yielded  to  treatment,  and  during  the  four  years 
preceding  this  pregnancy,  her  dysmenorrhoea  and  leucorrhooa  had 
disappeared,  and  the  functions  of  the  uterus  become  normal. 

The  usual  symptoms  from  sympathetic  irritation,  incident  to  her 
then  present  condition,  were  no  more  than  are  common  to  many; 
but  as  sixteen  years  had  elapsed  since  hBr  last  pregnancy,  she  felt 
somewhat  apprehensive  and  applied  for  professional  advice. 

Her  reasons  for  fixing  the  15th  of  September  as  the  period  of 
conception,  I  believed  unquestionable,  and,  as  she  exhibited  suffi- 
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dently  satisfactory  signs  of  pregnancy,  I  acted  upon  that  supposi- 
tion and  treated  her  accordingly. 

But  little  relief  was  afforded,  and  although  her  mind  seemed 
depressed  when  om  the  subject  of  her  prospective  labor,  still,  when 
she  spoke  of  the  influence  the  presence  of  a  child  would  have  in 
increasing  the  affection  of  her  husband  towards  her,  the  counte- 
nance would  brighten  and  expressions  of  joy  and  delight  follow. 

At  this  time  she  had  no  apprehensions  except  of  those  dangers 
sometimes  attending  an  ordinary  labor,  but  these  were  easily  dis- 
pelled by  reflections  upon  the  safe,  quick,  and  happy  termination 
of  cases  in  her  neighborhood,  where  anaesthesia  had  been  resorted 
to,  saving  the  patients  from  pain  and  shock. 

During  November  and  December  she  was  unable  to  retain  food, 
and  suffered  much  from  vesical  and  rectal  tenesmus.  This  she 
attributed  to  some  obstruction  in  the  rectum,  and  complained 
throughout  her  entire  pregnancy  of  that  as  a  cause  of  her  diffi- 
culty in  passing  faeces  and  the  inability  to  retain  any  quantity  of 
urine  in  the  bladder. 

In  January  her  symptoms  increased  in  seventy,  with  constant; 
pains  about  the  whole  abdomen ;  not  a  particle  of  food  believed  to 
be  retained ;  excessive  flatulence ;  sense  of  suffocation ;  the  bowels 
difficult  to  move ;  and  periodical  seizures,  threatening  labor,  were 
only  relieved  by  support  under  the  arm-pits,  taking  the  weight  of 
the  upper  parts  of  the  body  from  off  the  hips  and  abdomen.  The 
emaciation  became  alarming,  and,  at  this  time,  I  began  to  suspect 
something  abnormal  in  this  case. 

Before  hinting  to  the  patient  my  misgivings,  February  set  in, 
and  with  it  a  relief  of  most  of  her  distress,  excepting  the  tenesmus 
which  was  never  twenty-four  hours  continuously  absent. 

This  change  appeared  so  favorable  that  during  the  month  I  saw 
her  but  twice,  and  felt  that  the  alarm  had  been  well  kept  to  myself, 
as  all  then  promised  a  fortunate  termination. 

The  quickening  was  unattended  with  pain,  her  spirits  revived, 
and  she  passed  the  whole  of  March,  the  sixth  month,  in  compara- 
tive comfort.  In  April,  however,  matters  took  on  a  new  phase ;  all 
her  former  distress  returned,  the  movements  of  the  child  became 
almost  insufferable,  the  abdomen  firm  and  unyielding,  bearing  so 
much  pressure  about  the  umbilicus  that  she  thought  the  child  must 
burst  through  the  tense  walls.  The  limbs  were  oedematous,  the  left 
twice  the  size  of  that  upon  the  right  side. 

In  May,  she  was  able  to  retain  food  and  move  about  the  house, 
taking  many  of  her  meals  at  the  common  table.  June  15th  she  had 
chills  and  other  premonitory  signs  of  labor,  after  which  she  was 
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confined  to  her  bed.  On  the  20th  I  found  her  in  regolar  periodical 
pains,  ten  minutes  apart,  lasting  the  usual  time,  and,  on  making  a 
vaginal  examination,  discovered  the  uterus  tightly  wedged  between 
a  hard  mass  in  the  pelvis  and  the  pubis,  high  up,  but  by  pressure 
from  above  it  could  be  pushed  down  so  as  to  enable  me  to  pass  my 
finger  well  into  its  patulous  cervix. 

It  was  now  apparent  that  the  child  was  extra-uterine,  and  that 
unless  some  surgical  interference  was  instituted  both  mother  and 
child  would  be  lost.  The  patient  and  her  friends  became  exceed- 
ingly anxious ;  nine  months  and  upwards  had  passed,  the  periodical 
pains  simulating  labor  were  constant,  at  least  at  very  short  inter- 
vals, and  threatening  to  exhaust  the  mother  in  their  fruitless  efforts, 
the  swelling  of  the  left  limb  involving  the  labia,  greatly  adding  to 
her  misery,  and  no  food  retained.  To  appease  their  apprehensions 
as  to  how  the  child  was  to  escape,  that  the  mother,  or  both  mother 
and  child,  might  be  saved,  induced  me  to  call  to  aid  in  consultation 
Drs.  Berluchy,  Koehler,  Robins,  and  Bland,  who  represent  in  ability 
the  best  this  county  affords. 

They  agreed  that  the  wishes  of  the  mother  should  be  respected, 
that,  as  she  objected  to  the  Csesarian  section,  it  should  not  be  urged, 
for  the  reason  that  her  enfeebled  constitution  probably  could  not 
withstand  the  shock  of  such  a  procedure,  and  that  few  children  so 
delivered  survive  but  for  a  short  period. 

Still,  I  held  out  the  hope  that  a  favorable  change  might  take 
place,  and  endeavored  to  secure  the  service  of  an  eminent  surgeon 
from  abroad,  for  the  purpose  of  visiting  the  patient  and  deciding 
upon  the  propriety  of  an  operation.  He  declined,  and  advised 
against  such  a  course. 

At  this  juncture,  feeling  the  sole  responsibility  of  the  case,  I 
offered  a  second  time  to  remove  the  child,  and  fixed  the  earliest 
possible  hour  for  the  work,  with  a  view  of  affording  the  child  and 
mother  the  last  possible  chance  of  escape  from  death.  This  was 
refused,  and  no  alternative  remained  but  to  await  the  development 
of  events. 

The  decidua  reflexa  was  thrown  off  by  the  uterus  during  a  severe 
paroxysm  on  July  4th.  On  the  11th  the  child  ceased  to  move,  and 
the  fcBtal  heart  to  pulsate.  The  mother  felt  the  shock,  and  aban- 
doned all  hope  of  recovery.  One  week  more  of  continued  suffering 
from  hectic  fever,  the  result  of  the  constitutional  irritation  of  ten 
full  months  of  abdominal  gestation,  closed  the  scene. 

A  post-mortem  examination  was  made  six  hours  after  death,  and 
resulted  as  follows : — 

The  contour  of  the  abdomen  was  flattened  at  its  apex,  and  the 
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recently  hard  tense  walls  hung  loosely,  as  though  changes  within 
were  rapidly  taking  place  in  the  march  of  decomposition.  The 
muscular  parietes  were  much  attenuated  and  the  peritoneum  con- 
gested, but  with  no  adhesions  to  the  two  sacs  beneath  that  invested 
the  child  and  its  appendages.  The  larger  was  about  four  lines  in 
thickness,  of  a  leaden  hue,  inclosing  the  child  with  two  gallons  of 
a  greenish-colored  fluid.  Upon  opening  the  sac  and  withdrawal  of 
the  highly  charged  albuminous  secretion,  the  child  presented,  lying 
upon  its  anterior  surface,  the  occiput  and  spinal  column  to  the 
abdominal  walls  of  the  mother.  The  head  occupied  the  right  lam- 
bar,  the  shoulders  and  chest  the  epigastric,  and  the  buttock  the 
left  hypochondriac  regions.  There  were  no  adhesions,  and  the 
child's  body,  evidencing  the  best  of  nutrition,  well  developed,  per- 
fect in  shape,  male  as  to  sex,  and  weighing  not  less  than  ten  or 
twelve  pounds,  was  easily  removed. 

The  second  sac,  from  which  the  first  sprang,  was  of  the  same 
leaden  color,  ten  lines  in  thickness,  containing  a  placenta  three  times 
the  average  size,  being  ten  inches  in  diameter,  almost  spherical, 
unnatural  in  density,  occupying  the  pelvis,  and  extending  as  high 
as  a  line  drawn  transversely  across  the  body  at  the  umbilicus.  The 
chord  had  its  attachment  at  its  inferior  posterior  surface,  firmly 
adherent  over  the  l^fb  iliac  vessels,  and,  on  its  separation  at  that 
point,  a  large  gush  of  blood  followed.  The  uterus  lay  behind  the 
pubis,  showed  no  sign  of  rupture,  was  two  and  a  half  times  its  nor- 
mal size,  and  contained  a  small  clot  of  blood. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  VENAKGO  COUNTY  MEDICAL  SOCIETY. 


During  the  past  year  Yenango  County  has  not  been  visited  by 
any  decided  epidemic,  and  the  health  of  the  people  as  compared 
with  that  of  former  years  has  been  rather  good.  In  the  city  of 
Franklin  scarlatina  prevailed  during  the  autumn  and  early  winter, 
though  not  attended  with  more  than  the  ordinary  percentage  of 
mortality.  Typhoid  fever  prevailed  in  some  parts  of  the  county 
with  more  than  usual  severity,  of  bronchial  and  pulmonary  compli- 
cations. 

Venango  City,  now  consolidated  with  Oil  City,  contains  about 
2000  inhabitants,  and  is  situated,  on  the  Alleghany  River  opposite 
the  mouth  of  Oil  Creek.  Part  of  the  borough  is  on  the  river  bottom, 
part  on  the  hillside,  which  is  about  150  feet  high,  and  part  on  the 
flat  on  the  hilltop. 

Typhoid  fever  made  its  appearance  on  the  15th  of  July,  1870,  and 
continued  to  prevail  through  the  months  of  July,  August,  and  Sep- 
tember, with  one  case  reaching  to  October.  Only  two  cases  occurred 
in  the  densely  populated  part  of  the  borough,  and  they  were  slight 
ones.    Of  twenty-flve  cases  treated  only  one  death  occurred. 

The  disease  was  generally  ushered  in  by  a  chilly  sensation,  fol- 
lowed by  fever ;  in  most  cases  a  quick  pulse,  110  to  120  per  minute, 
though  in  one  case  the  pulse  remained  at  80  throughout  the  disease. 
This  case  appeared  to  have  commenced  with  a  slight  sunstroke, 
while  the  patient,  a  young  man  of  eighteen,  was  playing  base  ball. 
He  said  the  heat  overcame  him ;  he  was  taken  home,  and  from  that 
time  he  dates  the  commencement  of  the  disease.  In  this  case  head- 
ache was  a  constant  and  almost  intolerable  symptom,  but  yielded 
finally  to  free  cupping  of  the  temples. 

In  the  fatal  case  death  was  caused  by  congestion  of  the  brain, 
brought  on,  I  have  reason  to  believe,  from  the  noise  and  excitement 
of  the  family. 

The  treatment  consisted  of  mild  cathartics  in  the  early  stages,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  oflf  the  contents  of  the  bowels  (where 
diarrhcea  had  not  set  in) ;  the  effervescing  draught,  with  sweet 
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spirits  of  nitre  to  control  the  fever;  and  frequent  sponging  of  the 
body  with  tepid  water. 

Great  advantage  was  derived  from  the  following  prescription,  in 
reducing  the  febrile  action  and  sustaining  the  patient: — 

Acid,  mnriatici  f3J ; 
Tine.  cincboD.  comp.  f^ij; 
Aqneo  camph.  fjij.     M. 
Sig.  A  teaspoonfal  in  a  wineglass  of  water  every  four  hours. 

To  allay  sleeplessness,  opium  and  camphor  were  used — one  grain 
of  the  former  with  four  of  the  latter  repeated  every  three  or  four 
hours  till  the  desired  effect  was  produced. 

Oil  of  turpentine  from  the  commencement  to  the  close  of  the 
disease  was  used  with  great  apparent  benefit. 

The  use  of  the  muriatic  acid  mixture  reduced  the  frequency  of 
the  pulse,  changed  the  condition  of  the  skin  from  a  heated  to  a  cool, 
moist  condition,  and  if  pushed  too  far  very  sensibly  diminished  the 
temperature  of  the  body.  After  the  subsidence  of  the  febrile 
symptoms,  a  generous  diet,  consisting  of  beef  tea,  egg-nog,  bread  and 
milk,  was  given ;  during  the  fever  beef-tea  and  broths  were  allowed 
in  limited  quantities. 

The  disease  was  in  most  cases  complicated  with  bronchitis,  and 
in  several  with  pneumonia;  in  these  cases  stimulating  expectorants 
with  quinisB  sulph.  were  freely  used;  a  small  quantity  of  common 
salt  was  given  with  the  food  each  day,  and  appeared  to  have  a 
beneficial  effect. 

Why  the  inhabitants  of  the  hillside  were  attacked  by  the  fever, 
while  those  on  the  river  bottom  and  those  on  the  hilltop  escaped, 
is  somewhat  mysterious.  The  infected  district  occupied  a  space  of 
about  600  yards  in  length,  and  about  250  in  width.  In  some  places 
the  hill  sloped  gently  upward,  but  in  most  places  it  was  rather 
steep.  The  brow  of  the  hill  for  some  distance  above  and  below  was 
covered  with  trees,  in  all  about  one-sixth  of  the  length  of  the  infected 
grounds.  The  water  used  came  from  springs  and  wells ;  the  spring 
water  is  soft,  the  well  water  hard.  The  spring  water  contains  salts 
of  iron  and  magnesia  in  solution;  the  well  water  in  addition  con- 
tains lime. 

The  occupations  of  the  persons  attacked  throw  no  light  on  the 
peculiar  features  of  the  disease.  Of  the  male  adults,  2  were  car- 
I)enters,  6  laborers.  Adult  males  8;  females  8.  Children,  males  5; 
females  4. 

The  only  reason  we  can  give  for  the  prevalence  of  the  disease  in 
the  limited  space  above  described  is  the  following :  Yenango  City 
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is  situated  opposite  the  moath  of  Oil  Creek,  along  which,  on  the 
east  side  and  at  the  mouth,  Oil  City  is  located ;  above  this  comes 
what  is  known  as  the  flats,  extending  up  the  creek  a  distance  of 
about  two  miles ;  the  population  of  this  district  is  dense,  and  the 
police  regulations  very  defective.  The  winds  during  the  month  of 
July,  from  midnight  till  morning,  were  nearly  always  down  the 
creek.  We  believe  that  during  the  day  the  heated  and  vitiated  air 
rose  upward,  and  was  carried  over  head,  but  during  the  night 
cooled  down  sufficiently  to  strike  the  side  of  the  hill  where  the  dis- 
ease prevailed,  but  that  the  poisons  were  still  sufficiently  elevated 
to  be  carried  over  the  heads  of  those  on  the  bottom  lands. 
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Dr.  J.  M.  Stevenson,  of  Adamsburg,  reports  :— 

Scarlatina  prevailed  in  my  practice  during  last  spring.  Of  nearly 
forty  cases  treated  there  were  only  three  deaths.  One  of  these 
occurred  from  exhaustion,  one  from  convulsions,  and  one  from 
cerebral  congestion.  In  March  six  cases  of  cerebro-spinal  menin- 
gitis came  under  my  care,  all  of  which  recovered.  The  age  of  the 
patients  ranged  from  nine  years  to  fifty*  six,  and  the  cases  all 
occurred  in  three  families.  The  details  of  one  of  them  are  given 
as  a  type  of  the  whole.  A  young  lady,  eighteen  years  of  age,  after 
complaining  for  a  day  or  two  of  headache,  was  seized  with  a  chill, 
vomiting,  and  partial  convulsions.  At  the  time  I  first  saw  her  she 
was  exceedingly  restless;  consciousness  not  entirely  lost,  but  the 
mind  much  confused;  pulse  130  and  weak;  pupils  unequally  dilated; 
tongue  coated,  but  red  at  the  tip ;  an  erythematous  and  petechial 
eruption  on  various  parts  of  the  body ;  the  head  drawn  back,  and 
fixed  so  rigidly  as  to  raise  the  body  from  the  bed,  when  the  head 
was  lifted.  Pressure  over  the  cervical  and  dorsal  vertebrae  occa- 
sioned considerable  moaning  and  strabismus. 

Ice  was  applied  to  the  spine,  and  wet  cups  to  the  back  of  the 
neck  until  six  ounces  of  blood  had  been  taken.  Two  drops  of 
tinct.  verat.  virid.  in  half  an  ounce  of  liq.  ammon.  acetat.  were  given 
every  two  hours ;  beef-tea  was  also  directed  to  be  given.  The  next 
day  she  was  quieter;  pulse  120  and  feeble;  skin  moist.  Yerat. 
virid.  was  continued,  and  one  grain  of  quinine  in  half  an  ounce  of 
whiskey  given  every  fourth  hour ;  an  enema  of  castor  oil  and  turpen- 
tine was  administered,  and  a  blister  applied  along  the  spine  to  the 
lower  dorsal  vertebra. 

On  the  following  day  she  complained  of  feebleness,  and  of  severe 
pain  in  the  head,  spinal  column,  and  chest.  Morphias  sulph.  gr.  i 
was  added  to  each  dose  of  quinine  and  whiskey,  and  the  use  of  the 
ice  applications  resumed  for  five  minutes  at  a  time,  at  half  hour 
intervals. 

The  general  condition  of  the  patient  varied  from  day  to  day, 
manifesting  a  quotidian  type,  and  apparently  becoming  better  and 
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worse  on  alternate  days.  On  the  twelfth  day  of  her  illness,  a  namber 
of  persons  having  gained  admittance  to  her  room,  she  was  thrown 
into  a  violent  spasm;  opisthotonos  was  so  marked  as  to  make 
respiration  difficult  and  deglutition  impossible.  In  attempting  to 
administer  some  morphia  in  whiskey  and  water,  strangulation,  that 
was  almost  fatal,  was  induced.  Morphiee  sulph.  gr.  ^,  and  ext.  bella- 
donnse  gr.  1,  were  then  given  endermically,  and  ice  applied  to  the 
spine.  The  clonic  spasm  of  the  cervical  muscles  lasted  nearly  five 
hours. 

From  this  day,  however,  improvement  steadily  progressed  under 
a  continuance  of  the  treatment  indicated.  Large  amounts  of  beef- 
essence,  animal  soups,  cream,  and  raw  eggs  were  given  during  the 
whole  attack. 

Several  cases  of  phthisis  pulmonalis  have  occurred  in  my  practice 
duiing  the  year,  in  most  of  which  the  cause  was  traceable  to  an 
uncured  pneumonia.  The  destruction  of  the  lung  tissue,  and  the 
formation  of  cavities,  seemed  due,  rather  to  the  antecedent  chronic 
inflammation,  than  to  tubercular  deposit.  My  plan  of  treatment  in 
such  cases  is  to  use  the  following  mixture : — 

1^.— Olei  lini, 

Spts.  ft'amenti,  aa  Oj ; 
Potassii  iodid.  §j.    M. 
8ig.    Two  tablespooDBful  after  each  meal. 

From  the  use  of  this  combination  I  have  seen  patients  acquire  a 
good  appetite,  and  gain  largely  in  flesh  and  strength.  The  inflam- 
matoiy  product,  possibly,  as  Virchow  thinks,  undergoes  fatty  meta- 
morphosis, softens,  and  becomes  absorbed. 

On  the  1  st  of  May  I  was  called  to  visit  J.  C.  Noel,  on  account  of 
severe  hemorrhage  from  the  stomach.  The  patient  had  been  a 
soldier  in  the  army  of  the  Potomac,  and  was  discharged  in  1863, 
by  reason  of  chronic  diarrhoea.  He  was  now  thirty-three  years  of 
age,  small,  emaciated,  and  cachectic;  pulse  full,  quick,  and  soft; 
breathing  hurried;  excessively  pallid,  with  lips,  gums,  and  tongue 
blanched.  He  first  vomited  blood  about  three  months  after  his 
discharge  from  the  army,  and  has  had  three  attacks  each  year  since. 
He  never  had  an  attack  of  ague.  He  was  able  most  of  the  time  to 
follow  his  occupation  as  a  barber. 

Upon  examination  I  found  an  immense  enlargement  of  the  spleen, 
which  occupied  almost  the  entire  left  half  of  the  abdomen ;  there 
was  also  considerable  meteorism  of  the  intestines,  and  induration 
of  the  abdominal  lymphatic  glands.  This  accounted  for  his  appear- 
ance, and  for  the  hemorrhages  which  had  taken  place  alike  from 
the  stomach  and  bowels. 
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Pathologists  now  hold  that  the  blood-corpuscles  are  formed  in 
the  spleen  and  lymphatic  glands.  If  they  are  unformed  or  retained 
in  the  spleen,  the  blood  becomes  impoverished,  the  nutrition  of  the 
walls  of  the  capillaries  is  imperfectly  carried  on;  they  become 
fragile,  and  rupture  readily  under  any  unusual  pressure  of  the  cir- 
culating fluid' 

In  the  treatment  of  the  case  I  used  quinia,  iron,  iodide  of  potas- 
sium, and  compound  iodine  ointment,  but  without  any  apparent 
benefit.    The  hemorrhage  was  controlled  by  gallic  acid  and  morphia. 

In  four  weeks  the  patient  lost  nearly  three  gallons  of  blood,  a 
microscopical  examination  of  which  showed  but  a  few  red  corpuscles, 
with  a  large  excess  of  the  white  elements.  No  post-mortem  exami- 
nation could  be  secured  after  the  death  of  the  patient. 

The  following  cases  of  traumatic  tetanus  came  under  my  notice : 
A  boy,  fourteen  years  of  age,  received  a  stab  from  a  Barlow  knife, 
the  blade  entering  the  buttock,  outside  of  the  tuberosity  of  the 
ischium,  and  penetrating  to  a  depth  of  four  inches.  The  case  was 
first  seen  by  another  physician,  who  simply  applied  adhesive  plaster 
to  the  wound.  On  the  fourth  day  the  patient  came  under  my  care, 
at  which  time  tetanus  was  well  marked.  I  treated  this  case  with 
bromide  of  potassium,  extract  of  belladonna,  and  hydrate  of  chloral ; 
using  also  quinia,  wine,  and  animal  broths. 

The  chloral  would  arrest  the  spasms  and  induce  sleep.  All  treat- 
ment, however,  proved  useless,  and  the  patient  sank  from  nervous 
exhaustion  on  the  ninth  day  of  the  attack. 

The  other  case  occurred  in  a  girl  of  nine  years,  and  was  occasioned 
by  stepping  on  a  shingle-nail,  which  penetrated  the  bottom  of  the 
foot  to  a  depth  of  two  inches.  I  did  not  see  her  until  the  third  day, 
when  tetanus  had  supervened.  The  muscles  of  the  neck  were  rigidly 
contracted,  the  jaws  firmly  clenched ;  deglutition  became  difficult ; 
the  belly  was  hard,  and  there  was  constriction  at  the  stomach ;  the 
intellectual  functions  were  but  little  impaired. 

In  this  case  I  made  a  trial  of  curare,  and  of  the  extract  of  Calabar 
bean,  used  hypodermically.  Both  of  these  remedies  would  arrest 
the  paroxysms,  but  the  latter  was  the  more  satisfactory.  After  the 
fourth  day  of  my  attendance  on  this  patient  the  spasms  ceased  and 
she  recovered. 

Dr.  J.  W.  Anawalt,  of  Qreensburg,  reports  the  following  cases : 

"  1.  Amaurosis  with  Colored  Vision. — Male,  thirty-five  years  old ; 
lawyer  by  profession;  had  been  always  a  liberal  liver,  smoking  on 
an  average  thirty  segars  a  day  and  drinking  whiskey  freely.  The 
last  year  he  had  performed  a  large  amount  of  professional  work  and 
lost  much  sleep.    When  feeling  exhausted,  he  would  revive  himself 
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with  stimulus.  When  he  applied  for  treatment,  he  could  not  recog- 
nize  his  wife  at  a  distance  of  a  few  feet.  In  addition  to  amaurosis 
he  suffered  from  partial  paraplegia,  with  pains  which  he  described  as 
exquisite,  pricking  sensations,  and  formication  in  the  lower  extremi- 
ties. There  was  tenderness  at  the  dorso>lumbar  region,  and  a  cloud 
appeared  in  the  urine  (which  was  very  slightly  acid)  on  applying 
heat.  The  urine  cleared  on  the  addition  of  nitric  or  acetic  acid. 
Increased  redness  of  the  retina  was  observed  by  means  of  the  oph- 
thalmoscope. Hjrperaemia  of  the  base  of  the  brain  and  spinal  cord 
was  inferred,  and  he  was  placed  upon  bromide  of  potassium  and 
ammonium,  iodide  of  potassium,  belladonna  and  ergot,  with  a 
limited  allowance  of  sherry.  Dry  cups  and  chloroform  liniment 
were  applied  along  the  spine.  A  certain  amount  of  cupping  would 
relieve  temporarily  the  reflex  sensations  of  the  lower  extremities ; 
carried  too  far,  it  induced  faintness.  In  about  four  weeks  the 
defective  vision  was  relieved,  but  he  was  not  permitted  to  use  his 
eyes  (except  for  trial)  for  a  much  longer  time.  At  the  end  of  four 
or  five  weeks,  fearing  the  quantity  of  sherry  was  too  large,  inasmuch 
as  the  reflex  sensations  of  the  lower  extremities  persisted,  it  was 
diminished  to  about  half  a  pint  daily.  In  a  few  days  he  became 
weaker  and  tremulous — the  reflex  sensations  continuing — when, 
at  the  suggestion  of  Dr.  Pollock,  of  Pittsburg,  that  he  was  prob- 
ably now  suffering  from  ansemia  of  the  cord,  he  was  placed  upon 
strychnia  and  phosphoric  acid,  and  the  amount  of  sherry  doubled. 
His  strength  improved  and  the  tremulousness  abated,  but  the  reflex 
sensations  continued.  Iodide  of  potassium  was  then  added,  and 
hot  and  cold  affusions  to  the  spine  applied  daily  for  some  time. 
He  now  improved  in  every  respect  slowly,  and  in  four  months  from 
the  time  he  began  to  be  treated  he  was  able  to  resume  business.  It 
is  now  six  months  since  he  received  the  last  treatment,  and  he  has 
become  quite  robust. 

"2.  Case  of  Inverted  Uterus. — Patient  thirty-five  years  old. 
Had  borne  a  child  thirteen  years  ago;  was  not  well  for  two  or 
three  years  after  the  birth  of  the  child;  then  enjoyed  very  good 
health  to  within  two  years  of  the  time  I  was  called  to  see  her. 
Complained  of  constant  metrorrhagia;  was  very  ansemic,  but  by  no 
means  emaciated.  Any  exertion  increased  the  loss  of  blood.  I 
attempted  to  replace  the  uterus,  the  patient  being  under  the  influ- 
ence of  chloroform.  This  failing,  I  resorted  to  the  elastic  air-bag 
and  kneading,  which  also  failing,  another  attempt  was  made  with 
the  hand  in  the  vagina,  directing  the  proceeding  to  return  in  the 
order  of  inversion,  the  woman  deeply  chloroformed.  Not  succeeding, 
she  determined  for  the  present  to  submit  only  to  palliative  measures. 
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Pessaries  were  introduced  nightly,  composed  of  tannin,  opium,  and 
belladonna,  with  a  view  to  allay  irritation,  and  to  arrest  oozing 
from  the  uterine  surface.  The  result  was  excellent ;  she  has  had 
comparatively  good  health  ever  since,  and  when  the  pessaries  are 
occasionally  used  suffers  no  loss  of  blood.  She  can,  indeed,  perform 
as  much  household  labor  as  is  required  of  her.  She  alleges  she 
knows  of  no  circumstance  since  the  birth  of  her  child  that  could 
have  caused  the  inversion. 

"3.  Uterine  Polypus. — In  third  confinement  the  placenta  was 
adherent ;  in  fourth  pregnancy  she  miscarried  about  the  sixth 
month ;  in  her  last  two  confinements  the  placenta  adhered.  Five 
days  after  the  last  confinement  she  was  seized  with  fiooding ;  on 
examination  as  to  the  cause,  a  polypus,  three  and  a  half  inches  in  its 
long  and  two  and  a  half  inches  in  its  short  diameter,  was  discovered 
attached  by  a  short,  thick  pedicle  to  the  left  region  of  the  fundus, 
slightly  anteriorly.  In  the  absence  of  a  proper  instrument,  the 
patient  being  ansesthetized,  I  introduced  a  hand  into  the  vagina, 
and  made  an  effort  to  detach  it  by  lacerating  the  pedicle  with  the 
fingers.  Not  succeeding,  I  attacked  the  body  of  the  polypus  with 
my  fingers  in  order  to  diminish  its  size,  that  the  uterus  might 
contract  and  arrest  the  hemorrhage.  In  this,  I  partially  succeeded; 
the  bleeding  diminished  to  a  degree  that  was  almost  harmless,  and 
ceased  shortly  after  under  the  infinence  of  haemostatics  administered 
by  the  mouth.  I  now  had  a  little  respite  to  prepare  for  instrumental 
operation.  Occasionally  washing  out  the  uterus  with  a  mild  anti- 
septic wash  to  guard  against  the  effect  of  putrescence,  I  allowed 
the  woman  to  rest  until  the  third  day  following,  watching  her 
closely.  At  noon  of  the  third  day  I  was  making  an  examination, 
preliminary  to  operating,  which  I  intended  to  do  in  the  evening, 
when  I  found  the  os  uteri  quite  patulous,  so  that  I  could  introduce 
two  fingers.  The  force  of  the  two  fingers  in  the  exploration  to 
determine  the  dimensions  and  exact  locality  of  attachment  broke 
it  loose,  the  pedicle  having  disintegrated,  and,  much  to  my  relief, 
I  was  enabled  to  bring  it  away.  The  patient  recovered  rapidly 
until  she  was  able  to  come  down  stairs  to  her  meals.  In  a  week  or 
two  after  this  time  she  became  affected  with  an  alarming  degree 
of  general  serous  effhsion.  I  found  the  urine  highly  albuminous. 
Under  the  use  of  bitartrate  of  potassa  and  colchicum,  she  steadily 
recovered.  The  colchicum  was  given  to  avert  uraemia.  Dry  cups 
to  the  renal  region  of  the  spine  were  also  used.'' 
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CONSTITUTION 


MEDICAL  SOCIETY  OF  THE  STATE  OF  PENNSYLVANIA. 


ARTICLE  I. 

TITLE  OP  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  name  and  title  of  this  Association  shall  be  "  The  Medical 
Society  op  the  State  op  Pennsylvania." 

ARTICLE  IL 

OBJECTS  OP  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  objects  of  this  Society  shall  be  the  advancement  of  medical 
knowledge;  the  elevation  of  professional  character;  the  protection 
of  the  professional  interests  of  its  members ;  the  extension  of  the 
bounds  of  medical  science;  and  the  promotion  of  all  measures 
adapted  to  the  relief  of  suffering,  the  improvement  of  the  health, 
and  the  protection  of  the  lives  of  the  community. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

MEMBERS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

Sect.  1.  The  Society  shall  consist  of  delegates  and  permanent 
members. 

Sect.  2.  The  delegates  shall  receive  their  appointments  from  the 
county  societies :  Provided^  however,  that  the  officers  of  the  So- 
ciety, and  the  Chairmen  of  all  committees  who  have  reports  to  pre- 
sent, shall  be  delegates  ex-officio;  and  to  them  and  to  the  perma- 
nent members  shall  be  intrusted  the  management  of  the  business 
and  affairs  of  the  Society. 

Sect.  3.  Every  delegate,  before  admission  to  a  seat  in  the  Society, 
shall  produce  a  certificate  of  delegation  signed  by  the  president  or 
secretary  of  his  county  society,  and  shall  sign  the  rules  and  regular 
tions,  on  the  payment  of  the  assessment  due  from  such  society. 
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Sect.  4.  Every  delegate  shall  hold  his  appointment  for  one  year, 
or  until  another  is  appointed  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  6.  Every  member  of  a  county  society  having  once  served 
as  delegate,  shall  thereafter  be  a  permanent  member  of  this  Society, 
so  long  as  he  conforms  to  its  regulations,  continues  to  reside  in 
the  county  from  which  he  was  originally  delegated,  and  is  in  good 
standing  in  his  county  society,  from  which,  before  he  shall  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  at  the  sessions  of  this  Society,  he  shall  produce  a 
certifieate  setting  forth  these  facts. 

Sect.  6.  Permanent  members  shall  be  entitled  to  vote,  participate 
in  discussions  and  elections,  and  have  all  the  privileges  of  delegates. 

ARTICLE  IV. 
OP  the  officers. 

Sect.  1.  The  officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  four 
Vice-Presidents,  a  Corresponding  Secretary,  two  Recording  Secre- 
•taries  (one  of  whom  shall  be  styled  Permanent  Secretary),  a  Treas- 
urer, and  five  Censors  for  each  of  the  six  censorial  districts. 

Sect.  2.  Each  officer  shall  be  elected  by  vote  at  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Society,  on  a  general  ticket,  and  shall  serve  for  one  year, 
except  the  Permanent  Secretary,  who  shall  serve  five  years,  or  until 
another  is  elected  to  succeed  him. 

Sect.  3.  None  but  delegates  and  permanent  members,  who  are  in 
actual  attendance,  shall  be  eligible  to  the  offices  of  President,  Vice- 
Presidents,  Secretaries,  Treasurer,  or  Delegates  to  the  American 
Medical  Association  or  to  the  medical  societies  of  other  States;  but 
permanent  members,  not  present,  may  be  chosen  Censors,  and  ap- 
pointed upon  committees  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  V. 

OP    THE  COUNTY  SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  1.  The  members  of  the  profession  in  any  county  of  this 
State,  who  desire  so  to  do,  may  form  themselves  into  a  county 
society :  Provided^  That  public  notice  of  the  proposed  meeting  for 
the  purpose  be  given,  and  that  all  the  regular  members  of  the  pro- 
fession in  the  county  be  invited  to  join  therein.  The  said  society 
may  adopt  rules  for  its  government,  provided  the  same  do  not  con- 
travene those  of  this  Society ;  may  elect  officers,  and  do  such  other 
matters  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  out  the  objects  of  their  asso- 
ciation :  Provided  also^  That  in  any  county  where  no  society  exists, 
the  members  of  the  profession  in  such  county  shall  have  the  privi- 
lege of  uniting  with  the  Association  of  any  adjoining  city  or  county; 
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which  membership  shall  continue  during  the  time  that  no  organized 
society  shall  exist  in  the  county  in  which  they  reside. 

Sect.  2.  No  one  shall  be  admitted  as  a  member  of  a  county 
society,  unless  he  is  either  a  graduate  in  medicine  of  some  respect- 
able medical  school,  or  has  a  license  to  practise  from  some  board 
recognized  by  this  Society,  or  has  been  a  practitioner  for  at  least 
fifteen  years ;  and  who,  moreover,  is  in  good  moral  and  professional 
standing  in  the  place  where  he  resides,  and  is  a  regular  practitioner. 

Sect.  3.  Any  physician  who  shall  procure  a  patent  for  a  remedy, 
or  instrument  of  surgery,  or  who  sells  or  deals  in  or  uses  or  pre- 
scribes patent  remedies  or  nostrums,  or  who  shall  enter  into  a 
collusive  agreement  with  an  apothecary  to  receive  pecuniary  com- 
pensation or  patronage,  for  sending  his  prescriptions  to  said  apothe- 
cary, or  who  prescribes  a  remedy  without  knowing  its  composition, 
of  who  shall  hereafter  give  a  certificate  in  favor  of  a  patent  remedy 
or  instrument,  shall  be  disqualified  from  becoming  or  remaining  a 
member  of  a  county  society. 

Sect.  4.  Every  county  society  shall  enforce  the  observance  by  its 
members  of  the  Code  of  Ethics  adopted  by  this  Society ;  and  shall 
be  authorized  to  censure,  suspend,  or  expel  any  member  convicted 
of  violating  its  provisions. 

Sect.  5.  Any  member  of  a  county  society  who  is  censured,  sus- 
pended, or  expelled,  siall  have  a  right  to  appeal  to  the  censors  of 
the  district :  Promded^  the  said  appeal  he  filed  within  three  months 
after  the  date  of  said  act  of  censure^  suspension^  or  expulsion.  The 
decision  of  the  censors  shall  be  final.  Three  censors  shall  consti- 
tute a  quorum.  , 

Sect.  6.  Members  of  this  Society  shall  be  debarred  from  consult- 
ing or  affording  the  privileges  of  professional  intercourse  with  any 
member  who  has  been  expelled  from  his  county  society  for  profes- 
sional misconduct,  or  violation  of  the  Code  of  Ethics. 

Sect.  T.  Each  county  society  shall  have  a  right  to  make  a  fee-bill 
for  regulating  the  charges  of  its  members  for  professional  services. 

Sect.  8.  The  county  societies  shall  hold,  at  least,  two  meetings 
in  each  year. 

Sect.  9.  If  any  county  medical  society  shall  neglect  to  pay  the 
assessment  for  the  Transactions  of  any  preceding  year,  or  to  per- 
form all  such  acts  as  may  be  required  to  be  done  by  the  laws  of  this 
Society,  or  shall  commit  any  act  which  may  be  considered  deroga- 
tory to  the  honor  of  the  medical  profession,  such  county  society 
shall,  during  such  delinquency,  have  its  privileges  suspended  and 
its  delegates  shall  not  be  entitled  to  seats  at  the  sessions  of  this 
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Society.     Neither  shall  any  permanent  member,  connected  with 
such  county  society,  daring  its  delinquency,  be  entitled  to  a  seat. 

ARTICLE  VI. 

MEETINGS  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

The  Society  shall  hold  an  annual  meeting. 
ARTICLE  VIL 

OF  THE  FUNDS. 

Funds  for  defraying  the  expenses  pf  the  annual  meetings,  and 
current  expenses  of  the  Society^  shall  be  raised  by  an  assessment 
on  the  county  societies,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  delegates  to 
which  said  societies  may  be  entitled ;  and  each  permanent  member, 
who  is  in  attendance  as  such,  shall,  before  admission  to  a  seat,  pay 
an  assessment  of  three  dollars.  The  annual  income  of  this  Society, 
other  £han  from  real  estate,  however,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of 
five  thousand  dollars. 

ARTICLE  VIIL 

ON  DISCIPLINE. 

The  Code  of  Ethics  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  and 
the  regulations  contained  in  Article  V.  of  this  Constitution,  shall  be 
the  rules  for  the  government  and  discipline  of  the  members  of  this 
Society,  and  of  the  respective  county  societies  connected  with  it. 

ARTICLE  IX. 

OF  THE  CENSOEIAL  DISTRICTS. 

The  State  shall  be  divided  into  Six  Censorial  Districts. 
ARTICLE  X. 

TENURE  OF  OFFICE. 

The  present  oflScers  of  the  Society  shall  continue  in  office  until 
the  next  annual  meeting  of  the  Society,  and  until  their  successors 
shall  be  lawfully  chosen. 
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ARTICLE  XL 

AMENDMENTS. 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  this  Constitution  shall 
be  made  in  writing ;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive 
the  unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted ; 
but  if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over 
until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when  it  may  be  adopted  by  a  majority 
of  two-thirds  of  the  voters  present. 
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BY-LAWS. 


ARTICLE  I. 

DUTIES  OF  OFFICERS. 

Sect.  1.  The  President  shall  preside  at  the  meetings,  preserve 
order,  perform  such  other  duties  as  custom  and  parliamentarj  usage 
may  require,  and  shall  open  the  annual  session  with  an  address. 
He  shall  not  be  eligible  two  terms  in  succession. 

Sect.  2.  The  Vice-Presidents,  when  called  upon,  shall  assist  the 
President  in  the  performance  of  his  duties,  and  during  his  absence, 
or  at  his  request,  one  of  them,  in  the  order  of  their  seniority,  shall 
officiate  in  his  place. 

Sect.  3.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  conduct  the  corre- 
spondence, and  perform  such  other  duties  as  usually  appertain  to 
that  office. 

Sect.  4.  The  Recording  Secretaries  shall  keep  correct  minutes  of 
the  proceedings  of  the  Society.  They  shall,  in  all  cases,  notify  the 
chairmen  of  committees  of  their  appointments,  and  request  them  to 
answer  in  writing  whether  or  not  they  accept.  They  shall  also- 
give  due  notice  of  the  annual  meetings.  The  Permanent  Secretary 
shall  take  charge  of  the  minute  books  and  other  documents  of  the 
Society  immediately  after  the  close  of  each  session,  and  keep  them 
during  the  intervals ;  he  shall  also  have  charge  of  all  other  papers 
belonging  to  the  Society,  other  than  those  appertaining  to  the 
Treasurer  and  Corresponding  Secretary. 

Sect.  5.  The  Treasurer  shall  receive  all  moneys  belonging  to  the 
Society,  and  disburse  them  as  directed,  preserving  vouchers  for  the 
same.  He  shall  anniially  present  a  statement  of  the  finances  of  the 
Society,  which  shall  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  three  delegates, 
to  be  audited.  He  shall  give  security  for  the  faithful  performance 
of  his  duties,  whenever  the  Society  shall  judge  it  requisite. 

Sect.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Censors  of  each  district  to 
examine  the  laws  and  regulations  of  the  county  societies  j  and  if 
they  find  nothing  in  the  said  laws  and  regulations  contrary  to  the 
letter  or  spirit  of  those  of  this  Society,  the  Censors  shall  indorse 
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on  them  the  word  "  approved,"  with  their  signatures  and  the  date 
of  such  approval,  and  transmit  one  copy  to  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  this  Society,  and  another  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
County  Society, 

Sect.  T.  It  shall  also  be  their  duty,  in  case  of  appeal  from  the 
decision  of  a  county  society  by  a  member  who  may  conceive  him- 
self aggrieved  thereby,  to  examine  into  the  merits  of  the  case,  and 
to  give  their  decision  thereon.  They  shall  report  their  decisions 
through  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  annually. 

ARTICLE  II. 

OF  THE  MEETINGS. 

The  time  of  the  meeting  shall  be  the  second  Wednesday  in  the 
month  of  June  of  each  year.  The  place  shall  be  determined,  for 
each  succeeding  year,  by  a  vote  of  the  Society. 

ARTICLE  IIL 

OF  THE  STANDING  COMMITTEES. 

Sect.  1.  A  Standing  Committee  of  five  members  shall  be  appointed 
annuallj*^,  a  majority  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  be  taken,  if  possible, 
from  the  county  in  which  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society  is  to  be 
held ;  which  Committee  shall  make  the  necessary  arrangements  for 
the  annual  meeting,  and  report  their  proceedings  in  writing  to  the 
Society.  This  Committee  shall  also  act  as  the  Committee  on 
Credentials. 

Sect.  2.  The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  consist  of  seven 
members,  of  which  the  Recording,  the  Permanent,  and  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretaries,  and  the  Treasurer,  for  the  time  being,  shall 
form  part,  the  remainder  to  be  selected  from  the  body  of  the  Society. 
It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Committee  of  Publication  to  prepare  from 
the  reports  of  the  County  Societies  a  statistical  State  Report,  which 
shall  present  in  brief  and  together  all  the  points  of  interest  con- 
tained in  said  reports;  but  to  exercise  discretionary  power  to  pub- 
lish or  not  any  or  all  of  the  papers,  referred  to  it,  excepting  only 
those  recommended  by  the  Standing  Committee. 

Sect.  3.  The  Committee  of  Publication  shall  issue  the  Trans- 
actions in  partSj  to  be  paged  continuously ;  and,  when  as  many  are 
issued  as  will  form  a  volume  of  about  500  pages,  shall  append  an 
index  and  title  to  the  last  part. 

Sect.  4.  The  Committee  of  Nomination  shall  designate  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  of  Publication,  who  shall  be  a  resident  of  the 
place  at  which  the  Transactions  are  to  be  published. 
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Sect.  5.  A  Standing  Committee  of  three  members  shall  be  ap- 
pointed annually,  who  shall  examine  all  such  papers  as  may  be 
referred  to  them  by  county  societies  during  the  interim  of  the  ses- 
sions of  this.  Society,  recommend  such  as  they  may  deem  worthy 
for  publication  in  the  TranaactionSj  and  select  one  or  more  to  be 
read  and  discussed  by  the  Society ;  provided,  that  the  papers  to 
be  read  and  discussed  shall  not  exceed  in  length  three  pages  of 
foolscap. 

ARTICLE  IV. 

'    OF  THE  OEN80EIAL  DISTRICTS. 

Sect.  1.  The  first  Censorial  District  shall  comprise  the  counties 
of  Philadelphia,  Delaware,  Chester,  Montgomery,  Bucks,  Lehigh, 
Berks,  SchuyUdU,  Lebanon,  Dauphin,  and  Lancaster. 

Sect.  2.  The  second,  the  counties  of  Northampton,  Carbon,  Mon- 
roe, Pike,  Wayne,  Susquehanna,  Wyoming,  Luzerne,  Columbia, 
Montour,  Northumberland,  and  Bradford. 

Sect.  3.  The  third,  of  Lycoming,  Tioga,  Potter,  Cameron,  Clinton, 
Sullivan,  Centre,  and  Union. 

Sect.  4.  The  fourth,  of  Miflain,  Snyder,  Juniata,  Huntingdon, 
Perry,  Cumberland,  Adams,  York,  Franklin,  Pulton,  Blair,  and 
Bedford. 

Sect.  5.  The  fifth,  of  Beavfer,  Alleghany,  Washington,  Greene, 
Payette,  Westmoreland,  Somerset,  Cambria,  Indiana,  Armstrong, 
and  Butler. 

Sect.  6.  The  sixth,  of  Mercer,  Lawrence,  Venango,  Clarion, 
Jefferson,  Crawford,  Erie,  Warren,  Forest,  Elk,  McKean,  and  Clear- 
field ;  and  such  counties  as  have  been,  or  may  be  formed  of  the 
above  counties  in  each  district. 

Sect.  7.  For  the  present,  the  Censors  for  the  Third  and  Fourth 
Districts  shall  be  elected  conjointly,  and  shall  have  full  and  com- 
plete jurisdiction  in  all  cases  arising  in  either  of  these  districts. 

.      ARTICLE  V. 

OF  THE  COUNTY  SOCIETIES. 

Sect.  1.  As  soon  as  a  county  society  is  organized,  the  Secretary 
thereof  shall  transmit  to  the  Censors  of  the  district  two  copies  of 
its  rules  and  regulations,  with  the  names  of  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers ;  and  as  soon  as  one  of  the  said  copies  is  returned  with  the 
approval  of  the  said  Censors,  or  a  majority  of  them,  the  Society 
shall  be  authorized  to  elect  one  delegate  to  this  Society  for  every 
five  of  its  members,  and  one  additional  delegate  for  every  fractional 
part  over  one-half,  and  one  delegate  where  the  society  does  not 
consist  of  five  members. 
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Seot.  2.  The  county  societies  shall  report  annually  to  this  Society 
a  list  of  their  officers  and  members,  any  new  rules  which  they  may 
adopt,  and  such  other  matters  as  they  may  deem  interesting. 

Sect.  3.  Each  county  society  shall  hare  full  authority  to  adopt 
such  measures  as  it  may  deem  most  efficient  for  mutual  improvement, 
for  exciting  a  spirit  of  emulation,  for  facilitating  the  dissemination 
of  useful  information,  for  promoting  friendly  intercourse  among  its 
members,  and  for  the  advancement  of  medical  science. 

Sect.  4.  Each  report  from  a  county  society  which  exceeds  three 
pages  of  foolscap  shall  be  accompanied  by  a  brief  abstract,  which 
latter  only  shall  be  read  before  this  Society. 

Sect.  5.  Each  county  society  shall  append  to  its  annual  report 
brief  notices  of  such  of  its  members  as  may  have  died  during  the 
year. 

Sect.  6.  The  secretaries  of  the  county  societies,  at  least  two 
weeks  before  each  annual  session  of  this  Society,  shall  forward 
certified  lists  of  their  respective  delegates  to  the  Permanent  Secre- 
tary, who  shall  therefrom  prepare  a  list  of  all  the  delegates  to  be 
handed  to  the  Committee  on  Credentials. 

Sect.  7.  County  societies  shall  encourage  the  preparation  of  brief 
papers  by  their  members,  communicating  the  results  of  their  obser- 
vations and  experiments  in  medicine  and  surgery,  and  particularly 
in  regard  to  new  remedies,  and  the  new  application  of  old  remedies, 
or  notes  of  rare  and  interesting  cases ;  and  refer  such  of  these  .papers 
as  they  may  deem  meritorious  to  the  Standing  Committee  of  this 
Society  for  examination,  discussion,  or  publication,  as  the  latter 
may  direct. 

ARTICLE  VL 

DELEGATES. 

Sect.  1.  The  delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Association  and 
to  the  several  State  societies  shall  report  briefly,  in  writing,  such 
items  of  general  interest  as  may  have  claimed  the  attention  of  the 
bodies  to  which  they  were  respectively  delegated. 

Sect.  2.  Should  any  representative  from  this  Society  to  a  sister 
society,  or  to  the  American  Medical  Association,  find  that  he  shall 
not  be  able  to  attend  to  the  duties  of  his  appointment,  he  shall,  in 
due  time,  notify  the  President  of  this  Society,  who,  in  conjunction 
with  the  Censors  of  the  district  to  which  the  representative  belongs, 
shall  appoint  some  member  to  supply  his  place. 
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ARTICLE  VII. 

OF  THE  OBDBB  OF  BUSINESS. 

1.  The  President,  or,  in  his  absence,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents, 
shall  call  to  order;  or  in  case  of  the  absence  of  all  these  officers,  a 
chairman  shall  be  appointed  pro  tempore. 

2.  The  report  of  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  and  Credentials. 

3.  Calling  the  roll. 

4.  President's  address. 

5.  Reading  the  minntes. 

6.  Any  business  which  requires  early  consideration  may,  by  per- 
mission, be  introduced. 

7.  Report  of  the  Standing  Committee. 

8.  Reports  from  the  county  societies. 

9.  The  correspondence  shall  be  read  by  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary. 

10.  Reports  from  the  Delegates  to  the  American  Medical  Asso- 
ciation and  State  societies. 

11.  Written  communications  on  medical  subjects  may  be  read 
and  discussed. 

12.  Oral  communications  may  be  made  and  discussed. 

13.  Resolutions  introducing  new  business. 

14.  The  selection  of  a  place  for  the  next  meeting  of  the  Society. 

15.  ^Election  of  officers. 

16.  Unfinished  and  miscellaneous  business.  * 
1*7.  Adjournment. 

ARTICLE  VIII. 

PROVISIONS  FOR  AMENDMENTS. 

Every  proposal  for  altering  or  amending  these  By-Laws  shall  be 
made  in  writing ;  and  if  such  alteration  or  amendment  receive  the 
unanimous  vote  of  the  members  present,  it  shall  be  adopted ;  but 
if  objections  be  made,  the  alteration  or  amendment  shall  lie  over 
until  the  next  annual  meeting,  when,  if  it  receive  the  vote  of  two- 
thirds  of  the  voters  present,  it  shall  be  adopted. 
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STANDING  RESOLUTIONS. 

The  Society  ordered  fifty  copies  of  the  Transaction^^  over  the 
number  requisite  for  distribution  by  the  Society,  to  be  published. 
(Yide  Transactions  for  1863,  p.  114.) 

Resolved^  That  the  members  of  this  Society  deem  it  unadvisable 
to  send  their  students  to  schools  whose  teachers  do  not  become 
members  of  a  county  society.  (^i^Q  Transactions  for  1866,  page 
18.) 

Resolved^  That  this  Society  earnestly  recommend)^  to  the  county 
societies  the  annual  registration  of  all  the  regular  practitioners  of 
the  State,  and  that  the  names  and  residences  of  such  practitioners, 
with  the  names  of  the  schools  in  which  they  may  have  graduated 
and  the  date  of  their  diplomas,  be  annually  reported  to  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Society  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  each  new  year,  in 
order  that  the  same  may  be  reported  by  him  at  each  annual  meet- 
ing.    (Vide  Transactions  for  1869,  page  215.) 

Whereas^  The  meetings  of  this  Society  are  a  cause  of  great 
trouble  and  expense  to  the  physicians  of  the  place  where  they  are 
held,  therefore. 

Resolved^  That  hereafter  all  public  entertainments  on  their  part 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  instead  thereof  there  shall  be  an  annual 
dinner,  towards  the  payment  of  which  each  member  subscribing  to 
it  shall  contribute  an  equal  sum.  (Yide  Transactions  for  18*70, 
page  23.) 

Resolved^  That  this  provision  is  not  designed  to  conflict  in  any 
manner  with  the  acceptance  on  the  part  of  the  Society  of  private 
entertainments  by  physicians  and  citizens  of  the  place  of  meeting. 
{lUd.) 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  to  omit  from  the  roll 
of  permanent  members,  according  to  the  Constitution,  all  names  in 
regard  to  which  they  have  satisfactory  evidence  that  they  are  no 
longer  retained  on  the  roll  of  members  of  the  county  society  from 
which  they  were  originally  delegated,  or  through  which  they  ob- 
tained their  permanent  membership  in  this  Society.  (Yide  Trans- 
actions for  18T0,  page  26.) 

Resolved^  That  the  Committee  be  also  instructed  to  print  here- 
after, for  convenient  reference,  the  names  of  the  officers  and  mem- 
bers of  all  the  county  societies,  together,  at  the  end  of  each  number 
of  the  Transactions^  in  alphabetical  order,  the  officers  of  said  socie- 
ties to  be  designated  by  their  appropriate  initials.    (Ibid.) 

Resolved,  That  in  order  that  the  Transactions  may  serve  more 


Digitized  by 


Google 


454  8TANDINQ    RESOLUTIONS. 

fully  as  a  directory  for  learning  the  names  and  residences  of  the 
respectable  practitioners  in  the  counties  in  which  county  organiza- 
tions exist,  the  societies  be  again  urged  to  carry  out  more  faithfully 
the  law  of  this  Society,  requiring  each  county  society  to  furnish 
annually  for  publication  a  correct  list  of  its  officers  and  members. 

Resolved^  That  since  many  numbers  of  the  Transactions  are 
entirely  out  of  print,  the  Permanent  Secretary  and  Treasurer  be 
authorized  to  exchange  any  numbers  of  the  Transactions  of  which 
there  are  on  hand  more  than  five  copies  for  any  number  of  which 
the  Society  has  none.    {Ibid.) 

Resolved^  That  in  the  future  a  business  committee  of  three  [shall] 
be  appointed  [at  the  beginning  of  each  annual  session  (?)'],  to 
whom  all  matters  shall  be  referred  before  being  brought  before  the 
Society  for  action.    (Yide  Transactions  for  1810,  page  2t.) 

>  Chairman  of  Com.  of  Pab. 
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OF  THE  DUTIES  OP  PHYSICIAN^  TO  THEIR  PATIENTS  AND  OP  THE 
OBLIGATIONS  OP  PATIENTS  TO  THEIE  PHYSICIANS. 

Art.  I. — Duties  ofphysiciana  to  their  patients. 

§  1.  A  physician  should  not  only  be  ever  ready  to  obey  the  calls 
of  the  sick,  but  his  mind  ought  also  to  be  imbued  with  the  greatness 
of  his  mission,  and  the  responsibility  he  habitually  incurs  in  its  dis- 
charge. Those  obligations  are  the  more  deep  and  enduring,  because 
there  is  no  tribunal  other  than  his  own  conscience  to  adjudge  penal- 
ties for  carelessness  or  neglect  Physicians  should,  therefore,  min- 
ister to  the  sick  with  due  impressions  of  the  importance  of  their 
office ;  reflecting  that  the  ease,  the  health,  and  the  lives  of  those 
committed  to  their  charge  depend  on  their  skill,  attention,  and  fide- 
lity. They  should  study,  also,  in  their  deportment,  so  to  imite  ten- 
derness with  firmness^  and  condescension  with  authority^  as  to  inspire 
the  minds  of  their  patients  with  gratitude,  respect,  and  confidence. 

§  2.  Every  case  committed  to  the  charge  of  a  physician  should 
be  treated  with  attention,  steadiness,  and  humanity.  Reasonable 
indulgence  should  be  granted  to  the  mental  imbecility  and  caprices 
of  the  sick.  Secrecy  and  delicacy,  when  required  by  peculiar  cir- 
cumstances, should  be  strictly  observed;  and  the  familiar  and 
confidential  intercourse  to  which  physicians  are  admitted  in  their 
professional  visits,  should  be  used  with  discretion,  and  with  the 
most  scrupulous  regard  to  fidelity  and  honor.  The  obligation  of 
secrecy  extends  beyond  the  period  of  professional  services  ; — ^none 
of  the  privacies  of  personal  and  domestic  life,  no  infirmity  of  dispo- 
sition or  flaw  of  character  observed  during  professional  attendance, 
should  ever  be  divulged  by  the  physician  except  when  he  is  impera- 
tively required  to  do  so.  *  The  force  and  necessity  of  this  obligation 
are  indeed  so  great,  that  professional  men  have,  under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, been  protected  in  their  observance  of  secrecy  by  courts 
of  justice. 
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§  3.  Frequent  visits  to  the  sick  are  in  general  requisite,  since  they 
enable  the  physician  to  arrive  at  a  more  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
disease — ^to  meet  promptly  every  change  which  may  occur,  and  also 
tend  to  preserve  the  confidence  of  the  patient.  But  unnecessary 
visits  are  to  be  avoided,  as  they  give  useless  anxiety  to  the  patient, 
tend  to  diminish  the  authority  of  the  physician,  and  render  him  lia- 
ble to  be  suspected  of  interested  motives. 

§  4.  A  physician  should  not  be  forward  to  make  gloomy  prognos- 
tications, because  they  savor  of  empiricism,  by  magnifying  the  import- 
ance of  his  services  in  the  treatment  or  cure  of  the  disease.  But  he 
should  not  fail,  on  proper  occasions,  to  give  to  the  friends  of  the 
patient  timely  notice  of  danger  when  it  really  occurs;  and  even  to 
the  patient  himself,  if  absolutely  necessary.  This  office,  however,  is 
so  peculiarly  alarming  when  executed  by  him,  that  it  ought  to  be  de- 
clined whenever  it  can  be  assigned  to  any  other  person  of  sufficient 
judgment  and  delicacy.  For,  the  physician  should  be  the  minister 
of  hope  and  comfort  to  the  sick;  that,  by  such  cordials  to  the  droop- 
ing spirit,  he  may  smooth  the  bed  of  death,  revive  expiring  life,  and 
counteract  the  depressing  influence  of  those  maladies  which  often 
disturb  the  tranquillity  of  the  most  resigned  in  their  last  moments. 
The  life  of  a  sick  person  can  be  shortened  not  only  by  the  acts,  but 
also  by  the  words  or  the  manner  of  a  physician.  It  is,  therefore,  a 
sacred  duty  to  guard  himself  carefully  in  this  respect,  and  to  avoid 
all  things  which  have  a  tendency  to  discourage  the  patient  and  to 
depress  his  spirits. 

§  5.  A  physician  ought  not  to  abandon  a  patient  because  the  case 
is  deemed  incurable ;  for  his  attendance  may  continue  to  be  highly 
useful  to  the  patient,  and  comforting  to  the  i^elatives  around  him, 
even  in  the  last  period  of  a  fatal  malady,  by  alleviating  pain  and 
other  symptoms,  and  by  soothing  mental  anguish.  To  decline  at- 
tendance, under  such  circumstances,  would  be  sacrificing  to  fanciful 
delicacy  and  mistaken  liberality,  that  moral  duty,  which  is  independ- 
ent of,  and  far  superior  to,  all  pecuniary  consideration. 

§  6.  Consultations  should  be  promoted  in  difficult  or  protracted 
cases,  as  they  give  rise  td  confidence,  energy,  and  more  enlarged 
views  in  practice. 

§  7.  The  oppqrtunity  which  a  physician  not  unfrequently  enjoys 
of  promoting  and  strengthening  the  good  resolutions  of  his  patient, 
suffering  imder  the  consequences  of  vicious  conduct,  ought  never 
to  be  neglected.  His  counsels,  or  even  remonstrances,  will  give 
satisfaction,  not  offence,  if  they  be  proffered  with  politeness,  and 
evince  a  genuine  love  of  virtue,  accompanied  by  sincere  interest  in 
the  welfare  of  the  person  to  whom  they  are  addressed. 
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Art.  IL — Obligations  of  patients  to  their  physicians. 

§  1.  The  members  of  the  medical  profession,  upon  whom  is  en- 
joined the  performance  of  so  many  important  and  arduous  duties 
towards  the  community,  and  who  are  required  to  make  so  many 
sacrifices  of  comfort,  ease,  and  health,  for  the  welfare  of  those  who 
avail  themselves  of  their  services,  certainly  have  a  right  to  expect 
and  require,  that  their  patients  should  entertain  a  just  sense  of  the 
duties  which  they  owe  to  their  medical  attendants. 

§  2.  The  first  duty  of  a  patient  is  to  select  as  his  medical  adviser 
one  who  has  received  a  regular  professional  education.  In  no  trade 
or  occupation  do  mankind  rely  on  the  skUl  of  an  untaught  artist ; 
and  in  medicine,  confessedly  the  most  difficult  and  intricate  of  the 
sciences,  the  world  ought  not  to  suppose  that  knowledge  is  intuitive. 

§  3.  Patients  should  prefer  a  physician  whose  habits  of  life  are 
regular,  and  who  is  not  devoted  to  company,  pleasure,  or  to  any 
pursuit  incompatible  with  his  professional  obligations.  A  patient 
should,  also,  confide  the  care  of  himself  and  family,  as  much  as 
possible,  to  one  physician;  for  a  medical  man  who  has  become 
acquainted  with  the  peculiarities  of  constitution,  habits,  and  pre- 
dispositions of  those  he  attends,  is  more  likely  to  be  successful  in 
his  treatment  than  one  who  does  not  possess  that  knowledge. 

A  patient  who  has  thus  selected  his  physician  should  always 
apply  for  advice  in  what  may  appear  to  him  trivial  cases,  for  the 
most  fatal  results  often  siipervene  on  the  slightest  accidents.  It  is 
of  still  more  importance  that  he  should  apply  for  assistance  in  the 
forming  stage  of  violent  diseases ;  it  is  to  a  neglect  of  this  precept 
that  medicine  owes  much  of  the  uncertainty  and  imperfection  with 
which  it  has  been  reproached. 

§  4.  Patients  should  faithfully  and  unreservedly  communicate  to 
their  physician  the  supposed  cause  of  their  disease.  This  is  the 
more  important,  as  many  diseases  of  a  mental  origin  simulate  those 
depending  on  external  causes,  and  yet  are  only  to  be  cured  by 
ministering  to  the  mind  diseased.  A  patient  should  never  be  afraid 
of  thus  making  his  physician  his  friend  and  adviser ;  he  should 
always  bear  in  mind  that  a  medical  man  is  under  the  strongest 
obligations  of  secrecy.  Even  the  female  sex  should  never  allow 
feelings  of  shame  or  delicacy  to  prevent  their  disclosing  the  seat, 
symptoms,  and  causes  of  complaints  peculiar  to  them.  However 
commendable  a  modest  reserve  may  be  in  the  common  occurrences 
of  life,  its  strict  observance  in  medicine  is  often  attended  with  the 
most  serious  consequences,  and  a  patient  may  sink  under  a  painful 
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and  loathsome  disease  which  might  have  been  readily  prevented 
had  timely  intimation  been  given  to  the  physician. 

§  5.  A  patient  should  never  weary  his  physician  with  a  tedious 
detail  of  events  or  matters  not  appertaining  to  his  disease.  Even 
as  relates  to  his  actual  symptoms,  he  will  convey  much  more  real 
information  by  giving  clear  answers  to  interrogatories,  than  by 
the  most  minute  account  of  his  own  framing.  Neither  should  he 
obtrude  upon  his  physician  the  details  of  his  business  nor  the 
history  of  his  family  concerns. 

§  6.  The  obedience  of  a  patient  to  the  prescriptions  of  his  phy- 
sician should  be  prompt  and  implicit.  He  should  never  permit  his 
own  crude  opinions  as  to  their  fitness  to  influence  his  attention  to 
them.  A  failure  in  one  particular  may  render  an  otherwise  judicious 
treatment  dangerous,  and  even  fatal.  This  remark  is  equally  appli- 
cable to  diet,  drink,  and  exercise.  As  patients  become  convalescent, 
they  are  very  •  apt  to  suppose  that  the  rules  prescribed  for  them 
may  be  disregarded,  and  the  consequence,  but  too  often,  is  a  relapse. 
Patients  should  never  allow  themselves  to  be  persuaded  to  take 
any  medicine  whatever,  that  may  be  recommended  to  them  by  the 
self-constituted  doctors  and  doctresses  who  are  so  frequently  met 
with,  and  who  pretend  to  possess  infallible  remedies  for  the  cure  of 
every  disease.  However  simple  some  of  their  prescriptions  may 
appear  to  be,  it  often  happens  that  they  are  productive  of  much 
mischief,  and  in  all  cases  they  are  injurious,  by  contravening  the 
plan  of  trelitment  adopted  by  the  physician. 

§  T.  A  patient  should,  if  possible,  avoid  even  the  friendly  visits 
of  a  physician  who  is  not  attending  him — and  when  he  does  receive 
them,  he  should  never  converse  on  the  subject  of  his  disease,  as  an 
observation  may  be  made,  without  any  intention  of  interference, 
which  may  destroy  his  confidence  in*  the  course  he  is  pursuing, 
and  induce  him  to  neglect  the  directions  prescribed  to  him.  A 
patient  should  never  send  for  a  consulting  physician  without  the 
express  consent  of  his  own  medical  attendant.  It  is  of  great  im- 
portance that  physicians  should  act  in  concert ;  for,  although  their 
modes  of  treatment  maj'^  be  attended  with  equal  success  when  em- 
ployed singly,  yet  conjointly  they  are  very  likely  to  be  productive 
of  disastrous  results. 

§  8.  When  a  patient  wishes  to  dismiss  his  physician,  justice  and 
common  courtesy  require  that  he  should  declare  his  reasons  for  so 
doing. 

§  9.  Patients  should  always,  when  practicable,  send  for  their 
physician  in  the  morning,  before  his  usual  hour  of  going  out ;  Ibr, 
by  being  early  aware  of  the  visits  he  has  to  pay  during  the  day. 
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the  physician  is  able  to  apportion  his  time  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
prevent  an  interference  of  engagements.  Patients  should  also 
avoid  calling  on  their  medical  adviser  unnecessarily  <  during  the 
hours  devoted  to  meals  or  sleep.  They  should  always  be  in  readi- 
ness to  receive  the  visits  of  their  physician,  as  the  detention  of  a 
few  minutes  is  often  of  serious  inconvenience  to  him. 

§  10.  A  patient  should,  after  his  recovery,  entertain  a  just  and 
enduring  sense  of  the  value  of  the  services  rendered  him  by  his 
physician;  for  these  are  of  such  a  character,  that  no  mere  pecuniary 
acknowledgment  can  repay  or  cancel  them. 

OP  THE  DUTIES  OF  PHYSICIANS  TO  BACH  OTHEE,  AND  TO  THE 
PROFESSION  AT  LARGE. 

Art.  I. — Duties  for  the  support  of  professional  character, 

§  1.  Every  individual,  on  entering  the  profession,  as  he  becomes 
thereby  entitled  to  all  its  privileges  and  immunities,  incurs  an  obli- 
gation to  exert  his  best  abilities  to  maintain  its  dignity  and  honor, 
to  exalt  its  standing,  and  to  extend  the  bounds  of  its  usefulness. 
He  should,  therefore,  observe  strictly  such  laws  as  are  instituted 
for  the  government  of  its  members ; — should  avoid  all  contume- 
lious and  sarcastic  remarks  relative  to  the  faculty  as  a  body ;  and 
while,  by  unwearied  diligence,  he  resorts  to  every  honorable  means 
of  enriching  the  science,  he  should  entertain  a  due  respect  for  his 
seniors,  who  have,  by  their  labors,  brought  it  to  the  elevated  eon- 
dition  in  which  he  finds  it. 

§  2.  There  is  no  profession,  from  the  members  of  which  greater 
purity  of  character,  and  a  higher  standard  of  moral  excellence  are 
required,  than  the  medical ;  and  to  attain  such  eminence,  is  a  duty 
.  every  physician  owes  alike  to  his  profession  and  to  his  patients. 
It  is  due  to  the  latter,  as  without  it  he  cannot  command  their  re- 
spect and  confidence,  and  to  both  because  no  scientific  attainments 
can  compensate  for  the  want  of  correct  moral  principles.  It  is  also 
incumbent  upon  the  faculty  to  be  temperate  in  all  things,  for  the 
practice  of  physic  requires  the  unremitting  exercise  of  a  clear  and 
vigorous  understanding ;  and^  on  emergencies  for  which  no  profes- 
sional man  should  be  unprepared,  a  steady  hand,  an  acute  eye,  and 
an  unclouded  head  may  be,  essential  to  the  well-being,  and  even  to 
the  life,  of  a  fellow-creature. 

§  3.  It  is  derogatory  to  the  dignity  of  the  profession  to  resort  to 
public  advertisements,  or  private  cards,  or  handbills,  inviting  the 
attention  of  individuals  affected  with  particular  diseases — publicly 
offering  advice  and  medicine  to  the  poor  gratis,  or  promisingtradi- 
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cal  cures ;  or  to  pablish  cases  and  operations  in  the  daily  prints,  or 
suffer  such  publications  to  be  made ;  to  invite  laymen  to  be  present 
at  operations,  to  boast  of  cures  and  remedies,  to  adduce  certificates 
of  skill  and  success,  or  to  perform  any  other  similar  acts.  These 
are  the  ordinary  practices  of  empirics,  and  are  highly  reprehensible 
in  a  regular  physician. 

§  4.  Equally  derogatory  to  professional  character  is  it  for  a  phy- 
sician to  hold  a  patent  for  any  surgical  instrument  or  medicine ;  or 
to  dispense  a  secret  nostrum^  whether  it  be  the  composition  or  ex- 
clusive property  of  himself  or  of  others.  For,  if  such  nostrum  be 
of  real  efficacy,  any  concealment  regarding  it  is  inconsistent  with 
beneficence  and  professional  liberality ;  and  if  mystery  alone  give  it 
value  and  importance,  such  craft  implies  either  disgraceful  igno- 
rance or  fraudulent  avarice.  It  is  also  reprehensible  for  physicians 
to  give  certificates  attesting  the  efficacy  of  patent  or  secret  medi- 
cines, or  in  any  way  to  promote  the  use  of  them. 

Art.  II. — Professional  services  of  physicians  to  each  other. 

§  1.  All  practitioners  of  medicine,  their  wives,  and  their  children, 
while  under  the  paternal  care,  are  entitled  to  the  gratuitous  ser- 
vices of  any  one  or  more  of  the  faculty  residing  near  them,  whose 
assistance  may  be  desired.  A  physician  affiicted  with  disease  is 
usually  an  incompetent  judge  of  his  own  case ;  and  the  natural 
anxiety  and  solicitude  which  he  experiences  at  the  sickness  of  a 
wife,  a  child,  or  any  one  who,  by  the  ties  of  consanguinity,  is  ren- 
dered peculiarly  dear  to  him,  tend  to  obscure  his  judgment,  and 
produce  timidity  and  irresolution  in  his  practice.  Under  such  cir- 
cumstances, medical  men  are  peculiarly  dependent  upon  each  other, 
and  kind  offices  and  professional  aid  should  always  be  cheerfully 
and  gratuitously  afforded.  Visits  ought  not,  however,  to  be  ob-' 
truded  officiously;  as  such  unasked  civility  may  give  rise  to 
embarrassment,  or  interfere  with  that  choice  on  which  confidence 
depends.  But,  if  a  distant  member  of  the  faculty,  whose  circum- 
stances are  affluent,  request  attendance,  and  an  honorarium  be 
offered,  it  should  not  be  declined;  for  no  pecuniary  obligation 
ought  to  be  imposed,  which  the  party  receiving  it  would  wish  not 
to  incur. 

Art.  III. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  as  respects  vicarious  offices, 

§  1.  The  affairs  of  life,  the  pursuit  of  health,  and  the  various 
accidents  and  contingencies  to  which  a  medical  man  is  peculiarly 
exposed,  sometimes  require  him  temporarily  to  withdraw  from  his 
duties  to  his  patients,  and  to  request  some  of  his  professional 
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brethren  to  officiate  for  him.  Compliance  with  this  request  is  an 
act  of  courtesy,  which  should  always  be  performed  with  the  utmost 
consideration  for  the  interest  and  character  of  the  family  physician, 
and  when  exercised  for  ft  short  period,  all  the  pecuniary  obligations 
for  such  service  should  be  awarded  to  him.  But  if  a  member  of 
the  profession  neglect  his  business  in  quest  of  pleasure  and  amuse- 
ment, he  cannot  be  considered  as  entitled  to  the  advantages  of  the 
firequent  and  long-continued  exercise  of  this  fraternal  courtesy, 
without  awarding  to  the  physician  who  officiates,  the  fees  arising 
A:om  the  discharge  of  his  professional  duties. 

In  obstetrical  and  important  surgical  cases,  which  give  rise  to 
unusual  fatigue,  anxiety,  and  responsibility,  it  is  just  that  the 
fees  accruing  therefrom  should  be  awarded  to  the  physician  who 
officiates. 

Aet.  IV. — Of  the  duties  of  physicians  in  regard  to  consultations. 

§  1.  a'  regular  medical  education  ftimishes  the  only  presump- 
tive evidence  of  professional  abilities  and  acquirements,  and  ought 
to  be  the  only  acknowledged  right  of  an  individual  to  the  exercise 
and  honors  of  his  profession.  Nevertheless,  as  in  consultations 
the  good  of  the  patient  is  the  sole  object  in  view,  and  this  is  often 
dependent  on  personal  confidence,  no  intelligent  regular  practitioner, 
who  has  a  license  to  practise  f^om  some  medical  board  of  known 
and  acknowledged  respectability,  recognized  by  the  American  Med- 
ical Association,  and  who  is  in  good  moral  and  professional  standing 
in  the  place  in  which  he  resides,  should  be  fastidiously  excluded 
from  fellowship,  or  his  aid  refused  in  consultation,  when  it  is 
requested  by  the  patient.  But  no  one  can  be  considered  as  a  regular 
practitioner  or  a  fit  associate  in  consultation,  whose  practice  is  based 
on  an  exclusive  dogma,  to  the  rejection  of  the  accumulated  ex- 
perience of  the  profession,  and  of  the  aids  actually  furnished  by 
anatomy,  physiology,  pathology,  and  organic  chemistry. 
t  §  2..  In  consultations,  no  rivalship  or  jealousy  should  be  in- 
dulged; candor,  probity,  and  all  due  respect  should  be  exercised 
towards  the  physician  having  charge  of  the  case. 

§  3.  In  consultations,  the  attending  physician  should  be  the  first 
to  propose  the  necessary  questions  to  the  sick;  after  which  the  con- 
sulting physician  should  have  the  opportunity  to  make  such  further 
inquiries  of  the  patient  as  may  be  necessary  to  satisfy  him  of  the 
true  character  of  the  case.  Both  physicians  should  then  retire  to  a 
private  place  for  deliberation ;  and  the  one  first  in  attendance  should 
communicate  the  directions  agreed  upon  to  the  patient  or  his  firiends, 
as  well  as  any  opinions  which  it  may  be  thought  proper  to  express, 
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But  no  statement  or  discussion  of  it  should  take  place  before  the 
patient  or  his  friends,  except  in  the  presence  of  all  the  faculty  at- 
tending, and  by  their  common  consent ;  and  no  opinions  or  promos- 
tications  should  be  delivered  which  are  not  the  result  of  previous 
deliberation  and  concurrence. 

§  4.  In  consultations,  the  physician  in  attendance  should  dellTer 
his  opinion  first;  and  when  there  are  several  consulting,  they  should 
deliver  their  opinions  in  the  order  in  which  they  have  been  called 
in.  No  decision,  however,  should  restrain  the  attending  physician 
from  making  such  variations  in  the  mode  of  treatment  as  any  sub- 
sequent unexpected  change  in  the  character  of  the  case  may  demand. 
But  such  variation,  and  the  reasons  for  it  ought  to  be  carefully  de- 
tailed at  the  next  meeting  in  consultation.  The  same  privilege 
belongs  also  to  the  consulting  physician  if  he  is  sent  for  in  an  emer- 
gency, when  the  regular  attendant  is  out  of  the  way,  and  similar 
explanations  must  be  made  by  him  at  the  next  consultation. 

§  5.  The  utmost  punctuality  should  be  observed  in  the  visits  of 
physicians  when  they  are  to  hold  consultation  together,  and  this  is 
generally  practicable,  for  society  has  been  considerate  enough  to 
allow  the  plea  of  a  professional  engagement  to  take  precedence  of 
all  others,  and  to  be  an  ample  reason  for  the  relinquishment  of  any 
present  occupation.  But,  as  professional  engagements  may  some- 
times interfere,  and  delay  one  of  the  parties,  the  physician  who  first 
arrives  should  wait  for  his  associate  a  reasonable  period,  after  which 
the  consultation  should  be  considered  as  postponed  to  a  new  ap- 
pointment. If  it  be  the  attending  physician  who  is  present,  he  will 
of  course  see  the  patient  and  prescribe ;  but  if  it  be  the  consulting 
one,  he  should  retire,  except  in  case  of  emergency,  or  when  he  has 
been  called  from  a  considerable  distance,  in  which  latter  case  he 
may  examine  the  patient,  and  give  his  opinion  in  wriiing^  and  under 
seal^  to  be  delivered  to  his  associate. 

§  6.  In  consultations,  theoretical  discussions  should  be  avoided, 
as  occasioning  perplexity  and  loss  of  time.  For  there  may  be  much 
diversity  of  opinion  concerning  sjjeculative  points,  with  perfect 
agreement  in  those  modes  of  practice  which  are  founded,  not  on 
hypothesis,  but  on  experience  and  observation. 

§  t.  All  discussions  in  consultation  should  be  held  as  secret  and 
confidential.  Neither  by  words  nor  manner  should  any  of  the 
parties  to  a  consultation  assert  or  insinuate  that  any  part  of  the 
treatment  pursued  did  not  receive  his  assent.  The  responsibility 
must  be  equally  divided  between  the  medical  attendants — ^they 
must  equally  share  the  credit  of  success  as  well  as  the  blame  of 
failure. 
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§  8.  Should  .an  irreconcilable  diversity  of  opinion  occur  when 
several  physicians  are  called  upon  to  consult  together,  the  opinion 
of  the  majority  should  be  considered  as  decisive ;  but  if  the  num- 
bers be  equal  on  each  side,  then  the  decision  should  rest  with  the 
attending  physician.  It  may,  moreover,  sometimes  happen,  that 
two  physicians  cannot  agree  in  their  views  of  the  nature  of  a  case, 
and  the  treatment  to  be  pursued.  This  is  a  circumstance  much  to 
be  deplored,  and  should  always  be  avoided,  if  possible,  by  mutual 
concessions,  as  far  as  they  can  be  justified  by  a  conscientious  regard 
for  the  dictates  of  judgment.  But  in  the  event  of  its  occurrence,  a 
third  physician  should,  if  practicable,  be  called  to  act  as  umpire;  and 
if  circumstances  prevent  the  adoption  of  this  course,  it  must  be  left 
to  the  patient  to  select  the  physician  in  whom  he  is  most  willing  to 
confide.  But,  as  every  physician  relies  upon  the  rectitude  of  his 
judgment,  he  should,  when  left  in  the  minority,  politely  and  consist- 
ently retire  from  any  further  deliberation  in  the  consultation,  or 
participation  in  the  management  of  the  case. 

§  9.  As  circumstances  sometimes  occur  to  render  a  special  con- 
sultation  desirable,  when  the  continued  attendance  of  two  physicians 
might  be  objectionable  to  the  patient,  the  member  of  the  faculty 
whose  assistance  is  required  in  such  cases,  should  sedulously  guard 
against  all  future  unsolicited  attendance.  As  such  consultations 
require  an  extraordinary  portion  both  of  time  and  attention,  at 
least  a  double  honorarium  may  be  reasonably  expected.     . 

§  10.  A  physician  who  is  called  upon  to  consult,  should  observe 
the  most  honorable  and  scrupulous  regard  for  the  character  and 
standing  of  the  practitioner  in  attendance ;  the  praxstice  of  the  lat- 
ter, if  necessary,  should  be  justified  as  far  as  it  can  be,  consistently 
with  a  conscientious  regard  for  truth,  and  no  hint  or  insinuation 
should  be  thrown  out  which  could  impair  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him,  or  affect  his  reputation.  The  consulting  physician  should 
also  carefully  refrain  from  any  of  those  extraordinary  attentions  or 
assiduities,  which  are  too  often  practised  by  the  dishonest  for  the 
base  purpose  of  gaining  applause,  or  ingratiating  themselves  into 
the  favor  of  families  and  individuals. 

Art.  V. — Duties  of  physicians  in  cases  of  interference. 

§  1.  Medicine  is  a  liberal  profession,  and  those  admitted  into  its 
ranks  should  found  their  expectations  of  practice  upon  the  extent 
of  their  qualifications,  not  intrigue  or  artifice. 

§  2.  A  physician  in  his  intercourse  with  a  patient  under  the  care 
of  another  practitioner,  should  observe  the  strictest  caution  and 
reserve.    No  meddling  inquiries  sho\ild  be  made — ^no  disingenuous 
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hints  given  relative  to  the  nature  and  treatment  of  his  disorder;  nor 
any  course  of  conduct  pursued  that  may  directly  or  indirectly  tend 
to  diminish  the  trust  reposed  in  the  physician  employed. 

§  3.  The  same  circumspection  and  reserve  should  be  observed 
when,  from  motives  of  business  or  friendship,  a  physician  is 
prompted  to  visit  an  individual  who  is  under  the  direction  of 
another  practitioner.  Indeed,  such  visits  should  be  avoided  except 
under  peculiar  circumstances ;  and  when  they  are  made,  no  particn. 
lar  inquiries  should  be  instituted  relative  to  the  nature  of  the 
disease,  or  the  remedies  employed,  but  the  topics  of  conversation 
should  be  as  foreign  to  the  case  as  circumstances  will  admit. 

§  4.  A  physician  ought  not  to  take  charge  of  or  prescribe  for  a 
patient  who  has  recently  been  under  the  care  of  another  member  of 
the  faculty  in  the  same  illness,  except  in  cases  of  sudden  emergency, 
or  in  consultation  with  the  physician  previously  in  attendance,  or 
when  the  latter  has  relinquished  the  case,  or  been  regularly  notified 
that  his  services  are  no  longer  desired.  Under  such  circumstances, 
no  unjust  and  illiberal  insinuations  should  be  thrown  out  in  relation 
to  the  conduct  or  practice  previously  pursued,  which  should  be 
justified  as  far  as  candor  and  regard  for  truth  and  probity  will 
permit;  for  it  often  happens  that  patients  become  dissatisfied  when 
they  do  not  experience  immediate  relief,  and  as  many  diseases  are 
naturally  protracted,  the  want  of  success,  in  the  first  stage  of 
treatment,  affords  no  evidence  of  a  lack  of  professional  knowledge 
and  skill. 

§  5.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  an  urgent  case  because  the 
family  attendant  is  not  at  hand,  he  ought,  unless  his  assistance  in 
consultation  be  desii'ed,  to  resign  the  care  of  the  patient  to  the  latter 
immediately  on  his  arrival. 

§  6.  It  often  happens  in  cases  of  sudden  illness,  or  of  recent 
accidents  and  injuries,  owing  to  the  alarm  and  anxiety  of  friends, 
that  a  number  of  physicians  are  simultaneously  sent  for.  Under 
these  circumstances,  courtesy  should  assign  the  patient  to  the  first 
who  arrives,  who  should  select  from  those  present  any  additional 
assistance  that  he  may  deem  necessary.  In  all  such  cases,  however, 
the  practitioner  who  officiates  should  request  the  family  physician, 
if  there  be  one,  to  be  called,  and,  unless  his  further  attendance  be 
requested,  should  resign  the  case  to  the  latter  on  his  arrival. 

§  t.  When  a  physician  is  called  to  the  patient  of  another  practi- 
tioner, in  consequence  of  the  sickness  or  absence  of  the  latter,  he 
ought,  on  the  return  or  recovery  of  the  regular  attendant  and  with 
the  consent  of  the  patient,  to  surrender  the  case. 

[The  expression, "  patient  of  another  practitioner,"  is  understood 
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to  mean  a  patient  who  may  have  been  under  the  charge  of  another 
practitioner  at  the  time  of  the  attack  of  sickness,  or  departure  from 
home  of  the  latter,  or  who  may  have  called  for  his  attendance  dur- 
ing his  absence  or  sickness,  or  in  any  other  manner  given  it  to  be 
understood  that  he  regarded  the  said  physician  as  his  regular  medi- 
cal attendant.] 

§  8.  A  physician,  when  visiting  a  sick  person  in  the  country, 
may  be  desired  to  see  a  neighboring  patient  who  is  under  the  regu- 
lar direction  of  another  physician,  in  consequence  of  some  sudden 
change  or  aggravation  of  symptoms.  The  conduct  to  be  pursued 
on  such  an  occasion  is  to  give  advice  adapted  to  present  circum- 
stances ;  to  interfere  no  further  than  is  absolutely  necessary  with 
the  general  plan  of  treatment;  to  assume  no  future  direction,  unless 
it  be  expressly  desired ;  and,  in  this  last  case,  to  request  an  imme- 
diate consultation  with  the  practitioner  previously  employed. 

§  9.  A  wealthy  physician  should  not  give  advice  gratis  to  the 
affluent;  because  his  doing  so  is  an  injury  to  his  professional 
brethren.  The  office  of  a  physician  can  never  be  supported  as  an 
exclusively  beneficent  one;  and  it  is  defrauding,  in  some  degree, 
the  common  funds  for  its  support,  when  fees  are  dispensed  with 
which  might  justly  be  claimed. 

§  10.  When  a  physician  who  has  been  engaged  to  attend  a  case 
of  midwifery  is  absent,  and  another  is  sent  for,  if  delivery  is  accom- 
plished during  the  attendance  of  the  latter,  he  is  entitled  to  the  fee, 
but  should  resign  the  patient  to  the  practitioner  first  engaged. 

Art.  YI. — Of  differences  between  physicians, 

§  1.  Diversity  of  opinion  and  opposition  of  interest  may,  in  the 
medical  as  in  other  professions,  sometimes  occasion  controversy 
and  even  contention.  Whenever  such  cases  unfortunately  occur, 
and  cannot  be  imm^iately  terminated,  they  should  be  referred  to 
the  arbitration  of  a  sufficient  number  of  physicians  or  a  court' 
medical^  or,  where  both  parties  are  members  of  the  Medical  Society 
of  their  county,  to  the  Censors. 

§  2.  As  peculiar  reserve  must  be  maintained  by  physicians 
towards  the  public,  in  regard  to  professional  matters,  and  as  there 
exist  numerous  points  in  medical  ethics  and  etiquette  through 
which  the  feelings  of  medical  men  may  be  painfully  assailed  in 
their  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  which  cannot  be  understood 
or  appreciated  by  general  society,  neither  the  subject-matter  of  such 
differences  nor  the  adjudication  of  the  arbitrators  should  be  made 
public,  as  publicity  in  a  case  of  this  nature  may  be  personally 
injurious  to  the  individuals  concerned,  and  can  hardly  fail  to  bring 
discredit  on  the  faculty. 
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Art.  YII. — Of  'pecuniary  acknowledgmerdB. 

Some  general  rules  should  be  adopted  by  the  faculty,  in  every 
town  or  district,  relative  to  pecuniary  acknowledgments  from  their 
patients ;  and  it  should  be  deemed  a  point  of  honor  to  adhere  to 
these  rules  with  as  much  uniformity  as  varying  circumstances  will 
admit. 

OF  THE  DUTIES  OF  THE  PROFESSION  TO  THE  PUBLIC,  AND  OF  THE 
OBLIGATIONS  OF  THE  PUBLIC  TO  THE  PROFESSION. 

Art.  I. — Duties  of  the  profession  to  the  public. 

§  1.  As  good  citizens,  it  is  the  duty  of  physicians  to  be  ever 
vigilant  for  the  welfare  of  the  community,  and  to  bear  their  part 
in  sustaining  its  institutions  and  burdens ;  they  should  also  be  ever 
ready  to  give  counsel  to  the  public  in  relation  to  matters  especially 
appertaining  to  their  profession,  as  on  subjects  of  medical  police, 
public  hygiene,  and  legal  medicine.  It  is  their  province  to  en- 
lighten the  public  in  regard  to  quarantine  regulations — the  location, 
arrangement,  and  dietaries  of  hospitals,  asylums,  schools,  prisons, 
and  similar  institutions — ^in  relation  to  the  medical  police  of  towns, 
as  drainage,  ventilation,  etc. — and  in  regard  to  measures  for  the 
prevention  of  epidemic  and  contagious  diseases ;  and  when  pesti- 
lence prevails,  it  is  their  duty  to  face  the  danger,  and  to  continue 
their  labors  for  the  alleviation  of  the  suffering,  even  at  the  jeopardy 
of  their  own  lives. 

§  2.  Medical  men  should  also  be  always  ready,  when  called  on 
by  the  legally  constituted  authorities,  to  enlighten  coroners'  in- 
quests and  courts  of  justice  on  subjects  strictly  medical — such  as 
involve  questions  relating  to  sanity,  legitimacy,  murder  by  poisons 
or  other  violent  means,  and  in  regard  to  the  vlh*ious  other  subjects 
embraced  in  the  science  of  Medical  Jurisprudence.  But  in  these 
cases,  and  especially  where  they  are  required  to  make  a  post-mortem 
examination,  it  is  just,  in  consequence  of  the  time,  labor,  and  skill 
required,  and  the  responsibility  and  risk  they  incur,  that  the  public 
should  award  them  a  proper  honorarium. 

§  3.  There  is  no  profession  by  the  members  of  which  eleemo- 
synary services  are  more  liberally  dispensed  than  the  medical,  but 
justice  requires  that  some  limits  should  be  placed  to  the  perform- 
ance of  such  good  offices.  Poverty,  professional  brotherhood,  and 
certain  of  the  public  duties  referred  to  in  the  first  section  of  this 
article,  should  always  be  recognized  as  presenting  valid  claims  for 
gratuitous  services ;  but  neither  institutions  endowed  by  the  public 
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or  by  rich  individuals,  societies  for  mutual  benefit,  for  the  insurance 
of  lives  or  for  analogous  purposes,  nor  any  profession  or  occupation 
can  be  admitted  to  possess  such  privilege.  Nor  can  it  be  justly 
expected  of  physicians  to  furnish  certificates  of  inability  to  serve 
on  juries,  to  perform  militia  duty,  or  to  testify  to  the  state  of  health 
of  persons  wishing  to  insure  their  lives,  obtain  pensions,  or  the  like, 
without  a  pecuniary  acknowledgment.  But  to  individuals  in  indi- 
gent circumstances,  such  professional  services  shotild  always  be 
cheerfully  and  freely  accorded. 

§  4.  It  is  the  duty  of  physicians,  who  are  frequent  witnesses  of 
the  enormities  committed  by  quackery,  and  the  injury  to  health 
and  even  destruction  of  life  caused  by  the  use  of  quack  medicines, 
to  enlighten  the  public  on  these  subjects,  to  expose  the  injuries 
sustained  by  the  unwary  from  the  devices  and  pretensions  of  artful 
empirics  and  impostors.  Physicians  ought  to  use  all  the  influence 
which  they  may  possess,  as  professors  in  Colleges  of  Pharmacy 
and  by  exercising  their  option  in  regard  to  the  shops  to  which 
their  prescriptions  shall  be  sent,  to  discourage  druggists  and  apothe- 
caries from  vending  quack  or  secret  medicines,  or  from  being  in  any 
way  engaged  in  their  manufacture  and  sale. 

Art.  II. — Obligations'  of  the  public  to  physicians. 

The  benefits  accruing  to  the  public,  directly  or  indirectly,  from 
the  active  and  unwearied  beneficence  of  the  profession,  are  so 
numerous  and  important,  that  physicians  are  justly  entitled  to 
the  utmost  consideration  and  respect  from  the  community.  The 
public  ought  likewise  to  entertain  a  just  appreciation  of  medical 
qualifications ;  to  make  a  proper  discrimination  between  true  science 
and  the  assumptions  of  ignorance  and  empiricism — ^to  aflbrd  every 
encouragement  and  facility  for  the  acquisition  of  medical  edu- 
cation— and  no  longer  to  allow  the  statute-books  to  exhibit  the 
anomaly  of  exacting  knowledge  from  physicians,  under  a  liability 
to  heavy  penalties,  and  of  making  them  obnoxious  to  punishment 
for  resorting  to  the  only  means  of  obtaining  it. 
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Huntingdon  County. 
Schuylkill  County. 
Philadelphia  County. 
Lancaster  County. 
Beaver  County. 
Philadelphia  County. 
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1864. 
J.  D.  Ross,  M.  D.,  Blair  County. 

1865. 
Wm.  Anderson,  M.  D.,  Indiana  County. 

1866. 
James  Kino,  M.  D.,  Alleghany  County. 

1867. 
Traill  Oreen,  M.D.,  Northampton  County. 

1868. 
John  Curwbn,  M.  D.,  Dauphin  County. 

1869. 
Wm.  M.  Wallace,  M.  D.,  Erie  County. 

1870. 
Samuel  D.  Gross,  M.  D.,  Philadelphia  County. 

1871. 
J.  S.  Crawford,  M.D.,  Lycoming  County. 
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PERMANENT    MEMBERS. 


VAXES. 

POST-OFFICE. 

COUNTY.                    DATE  OF 
MBX'SHIP. 

Agnew,  D.  Hayes 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Allen,  E.  P. 

Athens, 

Bradford, 

1863. 

Allen,  J.  M. 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

1870. 

*Allison,  George  W. 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

1862. 

Anawalt,  J.  W. 

Greensburg, 

Westmoreland, 

1867. 

Anderson,  David 

Finleyville, 

Washington, 

1869. 

Anderson,  William 

Indiana, 

Indiana, 

1862. 

Arter,  J.  K 

Oil  City, 

Venango, 

1869. 

Asdale,  W.  J. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1868. 

Ash,  H.  St.  Clair 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Ashmead,  William 

Germantown, 

" 

1863. 

Atkinson,  William  B. 

Philadelphia, 

ti 

1862. 

Atlee,  John  L. 

Lancaster, 

Lancaster, 

1868. 

Atlee,  Washington  L. 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1862. 

♦Bache,  Franklin 

(C 

iC 

cc 

Baldwin,  L.  K. 

(( 

a 

1871. 

Barr,  G.  W. 

Titusville, 

Crawford, 

1867. 

Barr,  Robert 

Indiana, 

Indiana, 

cc 

Barrett,  P.  G. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869. 

Bartholomew,  H.  L. 

Warren, 

Warren, 

1871. 

♦Beesley,  Theophilus  B.  Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Bell,  John 

cc 

u 

1862. 

Benham,  Silas  N. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1866. 

Bennett,  Geo.  0. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1868. 

Best,  David 

Meadville, 

Crawford, 

cc 

Bickley,  Wm.  M. 

Danville, 

Montour, 

cc 

Birdsall,  Samuel 

Susquehanna  Depot,         '^ 

1869. 

Bixby,  Herbert  D. 

Plymouth, 

Luzerne, 

1871. 

Blachly,  S.  L. 

Sparta, 

Washington, 

1868. 

Blodget,  A.  C. 

Youngs  ville. 

Warren, 

1871. 

Boker,  Charles  S. 

PhQadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1865. 

Bolles,  Lucius  S. 

u 

cc 

1868. 

Bonebreak,  D.  W. 

Martinsburg, 

Blair, 

1866. 

Boon,  Jacob 

Darby, 

Delaware, 

1871. 

Bradley,  Wm.  H. 

Danville, 

Montour, 

1868. 

Brandes,  C. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1869. 
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KAMI  8. 

POST-OFFICB. 

COUHTT.                      DATB  OF 
MEM^SBIP. 

Brandt,  E.  B. 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1867. 

Breinig,  P.  B. 

Hellertown, 

Northampton, 

1864. 

Brobst,  J.  A. 

Bemville, 

Berks, 

18tl. 

Brown,  Robert 

Greensburg, 

Westmoreland, 

1864. 

Bruce,  Geo.  D. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

18t0. 

Boehler,  H.  B. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1869. 

Bulkeley,  J.  E. 

Wilkesbarre, 

Luzerne, 

187L 

Bunn,  Wm.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1865. 

Bums,  Robert 

Frankford, 

u 

1863. 

Calvin,  D.  M. 

Meadville, 

Crawford, 

1868. 

Carpenter,  Henry 

Lancaster, 

Lancaster, 

1865. 

Carson,  Joseph 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Case,  J.  H. 

Liverpool, 

Perry, 

1866. 

Cheston,  D.  Murray 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Chillson,  Stephen  L. 

Troy, 

Bradford, 

1866. 

Christ,  Theodore  S. 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

1868. 

Christy,  Rt  W. 

HoUidaysburg, 

Blair, 

1862. 

Cisna,  W.  R. 

Ickesburg, 

Perry, 

1868. 

Clark,  A.  T. 

Worth, 

Mercer, 

1871. 

Clarke,  Rowan 

Antistown, 

Blair, 

1864. 

Claudy,  J.  C. 

Newville, 

Cumberland, 

1869. 

Clemens,  Henry  S. 

Friedensville, 

Lehigh, 

1866. 

Clover,  W.  M. 

Lamartine, 

Clarion, 

1870. 

Coates,  B.  H. 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1864. 

Coffey,  H.  T. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 

Cohen,  J.  Solis 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1866. 

Collins,  Benj.  M. 

Penn's  Park, 

Bucks, 

1868. 

Compton,  Wm. 

Lancaster, 

Lancaster, 

(4 

Condie,  D.  Francis 

Morton  Station, 

Delaware, 

1862. 

Coover,  J.  H. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1868. 

Corson,  Hiram 

Conshohocken, 

Montgomery, 

1862. 

Corson,  Wm. 

Norristown, 

C4 

1870. 

Corss,  Frederick 

Kingston, 

Luzerne, 

1869. 

Cotton,  John  C. 

Meadville, 

Crawford, 

C4 

Coulter,  G.  W. 

Slippery  Rock, 

Butler, 

1868. 

Cowden,  W.  R. 

Portersville, 

C( 

1867. 

Coxe,  T.  C. 

Chatham, 

Chester, 

1870. 

Craig,  Alex. 

Columbia, 

Lancaster, 

1869. 

Crawford,  J.  B. 

Wilkesbarre, 

Luzerne, 

1867. 

Crawford,  J.  S. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1864. 

Crawford,  Robert 

Cooperstown, 

Venango, 

1868. 

Cressler,  A.  L. 

Conyngham, 

• 

Luzerne, 

1866. 
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HAXBS. 

Crouch,  D.  O. 
Cummins,  J.  M. 
Curtis,  Levi 
Curwen,  Jno. 
Dale,  Wm.  W. 
Daly,  Wm.  H. 
Davis,  F.  P. 
Davis,  Samuel  T. 
Dayton,  S.  W. 
De  LaCossett,  H. 
Dennis,  W.  F. 
Detwiler,  B.  H. 
De  Witt,  W.  R. 
Dickeson,  W.  T.  W. 
Dickson,  Jno. 
Dock,  George 
Drysdale,  Thomas  M. 
Duncan,  Jos.  L. 
Duncan,  W.  S. 
Dunglison,  Richard  J. 
Dj'er,  John 
Edge,  John  P. 
Edwards,  C.  C. 
Egbert,  T.  W. 
Ehler,  J.  Augustus 
Ely,  R.  H. 
Erdman,  W.  B. 
Evans,  Horace  Y. 
Evans,  Isaac  Newton 
Everitt,  E.  A. 
Pay,  John 
Peicht,  B. 
Findley,  Wm.  M. 
Pindley,  Wm.  R. 
Fish,  A.  H. 
Poerstige,  Chas. 
Porwood,  J.  P.  M. 
Porwood,  J.  S. 
Poster,  W.  S. 
Poulke,  Richard  C. 
Poulke,  Joseph 


POST-OPFIOB. 

Curwinsville, 

Industry, 

Philadelphia, 

Harrisburg, 

Carlisle, 

Pittsburg, 

Venango  City, 

Millersville, 

Great  Bend, 

Greenville, 

Wilkesbarre, 

Williamsport, 

Harrisburg, 

Media, 

Pittsburg, 

Harrisburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg, 

Brownsville, 

Philadelphia, 

Doylestown, 

Downingtown, 

Harford, 

Oil  City, 

Lancaster, 

Burlingtonboro', 

Macungie, 

Philadelphia, 

Hatborough, 

Wellsburg, 

Altoona, 

Beaver, 

Altoona, 

u 

Philadelphia, 

Rochester, 

Chester, 

Pittsburg, 
New  Hope, 
Buckingham, 


oouhtt.  date  of 

mim'sbip. 

Clearfield,  1866. 

Beaver,  1869. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Dauphin,  1866. 

Cumberland,  1868. 

Alleghany,  1871. 

Yenango,  1810. 

Lancaster,  1869. 

Susquehanna,  1871. 

Mercer,  " 

Luzerne,  1866. 

Lycoming,  1865. 

Dauphin,  1869. 

Delaware,  1863. 

Alleghany,  1867. 

Dauphin,  1868. 

Philadelphia,  1864. 

Alleghany,  1869. 

Payette,  " 

Philadelphia,  1867. 

Bucks,  1864. 

Chester,  1862. 

Susquehanna,      1 866. 

Yenango,  1869. 

Lancaster,  1864. 

Bradford,  1871. 

Lehigh,  1865. 

Philadelphia,  1871. 

Montgomery,  1862. 

Kew  York,  1871. 

Blair,  1870. 

Beaver,  1868. 

Blair,  1870. 

"  1863. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Beaver,  1871. 
Delaware,  " 

"  1864. 

Alleghany,  1868. 

Bucks,  1870. 

"  1864. 
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Frick^  Albert 
Galbraith,  D.  C. 
Galbraith,  James 
Gallaher,  T.  J. 
Gebhard,  L.  P. 
(Jeoimill,  J.  M. 
(Jemmill,  J.  M.,  Jr. 
♦Gilbert,  David 
Gillett,  Buckland 
Gilmore,  W.  J. 
Goodell,  Wm. 
Graham,  F.  R. 
Green,  Traill 
Griffin,  J.  K. 
Griffiths,  Amos  W. 
Gross,  A.  n. 
Gross,  Samuel  D. 
Grove,  George 
Halberstadt,  A.  H. 
Halsey,  Calvin  C. 
Hamilton,  George 
Hamilton,  W.  R. 
Harrison,  F.  C. 
Harvey,  Ellwood 
Hassler,  Jas.  P. 
Hatfield,  Nathan 
Hatfield,  N.  L. 
Hay,  Thomas 
Hayes,  D.  S. 
Hays,  Robert  C. 
♦Helffenstein,  Abm. 
Hellyer,  Edwin 
Helsby,  Thos.  H. 
Henderson,  J.  D.  W. 
Herbst,  Wm. 
Heysham,  Charles  S. 
Hezlep,  Wm.  B. 
Hinkle,  A.  G.  B. 
Hodge,  H.  Lenox 
Homet,  Volney 
Horton,  Geo.  P. 


POST-OFriCB. 

Philadelphia, 

Waterloo, 

Landisbarg, 

Pittsburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Altoona, 

Tyrone, 

Philadelphia, 

Franklin, 

Moorhead, 

Philadelphia, 

Chester, 

Easton, 

North-East, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg, 

Philadelphia, 

Springfield, 

Pottsville, 

Montrose, 

Philadelphia, 

Pittsburg, 

Lewisburg, 

Chester, 

Cochranton, 

Philadelphia, 


HoUidaysburg, 
Shippensburg, 
Philadelphia, 

Williamsport, 
Altoona, 
Trexlertown, 
Newtown  Square, 
Alleghany  City, 
Philadelphia, 


Camptown, 
Terrytown, 


mbm'sbip. 

PhUadelphia,  1862. 

Venango,  1869. 

Perry,  1863. 

Alleghany,  1865. 

Philadelphia,  1863. 

Blair,  1866. 

Blair,  1871. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Yenango,  1868. 

Alleghany,  1866. 

Philadelphia,  1810. 

Delaware,  1871. 

Northampton,  1863. 

Erie,  " 

Philadelphia,  1864. 

Alleghany,  1867. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Cumberland,  1868. 

Schuylkill,  1866. 

Susquehanna,  1862. 

Philadelphia,  " 

Alleghany,  1867. 

Union,  1862. 

Delaware,  " 

Crawford,  1871. 

Philadelphia,  1869. 

"  1862. 

"  1866. 

Blair,  1871. 

Cumberland,  1869. 

PhUadelphia,  1862. 

"  1866. 

Lycoming,  1869. 

Blair,  1871. 

Lehigh,  1866. 

Delaware,  1870. 

Alleghany,  " 

Philadelphia,  1865. 

"  1870. 

Bradford,  " 

"  1862. 
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ITAMBS. 

POST-orFICS. 

COUWTT.                    BATE  OF 

mem'ship. 

Hosack,  J.  P. 

Mercer, 

Mercer, 

1870. 

Howell,  Wm.  M. 

Cogan  Station, 

Lycoming, 

1869. 

Huckel,  Jacob 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Hughes,  J.  W. 

Blairsville, 

Indiana, 

1869. 

Hull,  Thomas  R. 

Melton, 

Northumberland,  1 8t0. 

Hull,  W.  R. 

Cogan  Station, 

Lycoming, 

1864. 

Humphrey,  Wm.  T. 

Osceola, 

Tioga, 

1869. 

Huselton,  W.  S. 

Alleghany  City, 

Alleghany, 

18T0. 

♦Irish,  Franklin 

Pittsburg, 

(( 

1866. 

Irwin,  Crawford 

Hollidaysburg, 

Blair, 

186t. 

Jack,  Wm. 

Jacksonville, 

Indiana, 

1810. 

Jackson,  J.  E. 

Fallston, 

Beaver, 

1871. 

James,  Oliver  P. 

Doylestown, 

Bucks, 

1864. 

*Jewell,  Wilson 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Jillson,  Benj.  C. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1866. 

♦Johnson,  W.  N. 

Germantown, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Jordan,  A.  S. 

Riegelsville, 

Bucks, 

1868. 

Keiiarer,  S.  B. 

Carlisle, 

Cumberland, 

1871. 

Keller,  D.  C. 

Union  Depot, 

Dauphin, 

1869. 

Keller,  H.  D. 

C( 

a 

1871. 

Kennedy,  Alfred  L. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Kerlin,  Isaac  N. 

Media, 

Delaware, 

1869. 

King,  James 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1865. 

Kline,  C.  W.  K. 

Irwintown, 

Westmoreland, 

1866. 

Klotz,  Charles 

Lamartine, 

Clarion, 

1870. 

Knight,  William  L. 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1862. 

Knox,  S.  B.  P. 

Brownsville, 

Fayette, 

1870. 

Knox,  Wm.  F. 

McKeesport, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 

Kuhn,  L.  DeBarth 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1871. 

Ladd,  Horace 

Scranton, 

Luzerne, 

1868. 

Laidley,  L.  H. 

Carmichaels, 

Green, 

1870. 

♦Lamb,  John  F. 

Frankford, 

PhUadelphia, 

1862. 

Landis,  J.  A. 

Philadelphia, 

II 

1871. 

Lane,  Samuel  G. 

Chambersburg, 

Franklin, 

1870. 

Lang^tt,  G.  W. 

New  Scottsville, 

Beaver, 

1868. 

Langfitt,  W.  J. 

Alleghany  City, 

Alleghany, 

1864. 

Lauman,  Wm.  H. 

Mt.  Holly  Springs 

,  Cumberland, 

1870. 

Leaman,  Brainard 

Leaman  Place, 

Lancaster, 

1871. 

Leaman,  Henry 

Philadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1870. 

Lee,  Benjamin 

(C 

(i 

1867. 

Leidy,  Joseph 

(( 

i( 

1862. 
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POST-OFriOB. 

OOUHTT.                   DAT«  OF 
irBM*8BIP. 

Leinbach,  A.  N. 

Bethlehem, 

Northampton, 

1864. 

Lenher,  L.  H. 

Allen, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

Lewis,  J.  R. 

Kingston, 

Luzerne, 

1865. 

Linderman,  K.  J. 

Quakertown, 

Bucks, 

1867. 

Linnenbrink,  J. 

Rochester, 

Beaver, 

44 

Little,  Joseph  H. 

West  Alexander, 

Washington, 

1869. 

Livingston,  J.  B. 

West  Middlesex, 

Butler, 

44 

Long,  Uriah 

Tamaqua, 

Schuylkill, 

1871. 

Loagsdorf,  W.  H. 

Dickinson, 

Cumberland, 

44 

Loop,  D.  D. 

North-East, 

Erie, 

1868. 

Lowman,  John 

Johnstown, 

Cambria, 

1SB1. 

Lyon,  Edward 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1871. 

McCann,  James 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 

McChesney,  Robert 

Shelocta, 

Indiana, 

1868. 

McConaughy,  D.  W. 

Latrobe, 

Westmoreland, 

1867. 

McConaughy,  P.  M. 

Blairsville, 

Indiana, 

1869. 

McConaughy,  James 

Mount  Pleasant, 

Westmoreland, 

1865. 

McCoy,  Gilbert  R. 

Doylestown, 

Bucks, 

1869. 

McDonald,  Nesbit 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

M 

McKennan,  Thos. 

Washington, 

Washington, 

1868. 

McKinney,  D. 

Beaver, 

Beaver, 

(( 

McMullen,  Thomas 

Penn  Run, 

Indiana, 

1865. 

McMullin,  James 

Brush  Valley, 

14 

1867. 

McMurray,  A.  S. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

McPherson,  T.  G. 

Beaver  Falls, 

Beaver, 

1870. 

McReynolds,  H.  W. 

Buckhom, 

Columbia, 

1862. 

McVicker,  J.  P. 

Williamsport, 

Lycoming, 

1870. 

McWilliams,  John  C. 

New  Castle, 

SchuylkiU, 

1863. 

Mabon,  Thos. 

Alleghany, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Magini,  J.  C. 

Port  Perry, 

44 

1870. 

MagiU,  Wm.  H. 

Danville, 

Montour, 

(( 

Marquis,  David  S. 

Rochester, 

Beaver, 

1863. 

*Marr,  Charles 

Scranton, 

Luzerne, 

1862. 

Marshall,  Nathan  S. 

Chester  Springs, 

Chester, 

1863. 

Martin,  Alfred  J. 

AUentown, 

Lehigh, 

1870. 

Martin,  E.  G. 

iC 

44 

1866. 

Martin,  W.  D. 

Baldwin, 

Dauphin, 

1870. 

Maurer,  A.  G.  L. 

Wiconisco, 

44 

1866. 

Mayburry,  William 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Mayer,  E.  R. 

Wilkesbarre, 

Luzeme, 

1866. 

Meigs,  Jas.  Aitken 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 
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Mehard,  S.  S. 
Mensch,  James  G. 
MiUer,  J.  A. 
Miller,  John  A. 
Miller,  0.  L. 
Miller,  W.  H.  H. 
Miller,  W.  N. 
Milliken,  D.  B. 
Mills,  Edward 
Montgomery,  D. 
Montgomery,  John 
Moody,  George  0. 
Moody,  H.  Mont. 
Moore,  William 
Morris,  J.  Cheston 
Morris,  S.  R. 
Morrison,  M.  P. 
Mosser,  M.  B. 
Mossman,  B.  E. 
Mowry,  R.  B. 
Xebinger,  Andrew 
Newberry,  Milton 
Neyman,  A.  M. 
Norman,  John  P. 
Oakes,  T.  Fletcher 
♦Oliver,  Joseph  L. 
Orth,  H.  L. 
Ott,  Isaac 
Pancoast,  Wm.  H. 
Packer,  N. 
Parrish,  Joseph 
Perchment,  John, 
Phelps,  B.  E. 
Phelps,  W.  C. 
Phillips,  Henderson 
Pollock,  A.  M. 
Pollock,  Samuel 
Price,  Jacob 
Priestley,  Jos.  R. 
Rankin,  D.  N. 
Rankin,  Wm. 

SIXTH  SERIES. — ! 


P08T-0FFICS. 

Mercer, 

Pennsboro', 

Lancaster, 

Ligonier, 

Alleghany, 

Williamsport, 

Alleghany, 

Landisburg, 

Ulster, 

Mifflinville, 

Chambersburg, 

Titusville, 

Bradford, 

Womelsdorf, 

Philadelphia, 

Monongahela  City, 

Shiremantown, 

Greenville, 

Alleghany, 

Philadelphia, 

Whitemarsh, 

Butler, 

Rimersburg, 

Titusville, 

Coatesville, 

Harrisburg, 

Easton, 

Philadelphia, 

Wellsboro', 

Media, 

Pittsburg,     . 

Corry, 

Philadelphia, 

A.  Knoxville,  • 
Pittsburg, 
Williamsport, 
West  Chester, 
Northumberland, 
Alleghany, 
Shippensburg, 

PART  n.  33 


COUNTY.  DATE  OF 

MBM^SHIP. 

Mercer,  18tl. 

Montgomery,  186t. 

Lancaster,  1868. 
Westmoreland,    1868. 

Alleghany,  186t. 

Lycoming,  18tl. 

Alleghany,  1869. 

Perry,  1864. 

Bradford,  1869. 

Columbia,  1866. 

Franklin,  1871. 

Crawford,  1869. 
Bradford,  " 

Berks,  1862. 

Philadelphia,  1870. 

"  1869. 

Washington,  1871. 

Cumberland,  1870. 
Mercer,  " 

Alleghany,  1865. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Montgomery,  1863. 

Butler,  1867. 
Clarion,  " 

Crawford,  1869. 

Chester,  1864. 

Dauphin,  1868. 

Northampton,  1871. 

Philadelphia,  1867. 

Tioga,  1870. 

Delaware,  1868. 

^lleghany,  1869. 
Erie,  " 

Philadelphia,  •  " 

Tioga,  1871. 
Alleghany,  " 

Lycoming,  1869. 

Chester,  1864. 
Northumberland,187 1. 

Alleghany,  1867. 
Cumberland,  " 
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1 

DATE  OF 
iEM*SHIP. 

Ray,  John  T. 

Meadvnie, 

Crawford, 

1869. 

Reagan,  G.  L. 

Shenandoah, 

Schuylkill, 

1870. 

Reichard,  P.  S. 

Allentown, 

Lehigh, 

1868. 

Reid,  J.  K. 

Conshohocken, 

Montgomery, 

1867. 

Reiter,  W.  C. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

Rhoads,  T.  C. 

Pittsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1870. 

Richardson,  Wm.  L. 

Nesquehonlng, 

Carbon, 

1864. 

Robinson,  M.  F. 

Newville, 

Cumberland, 

1868. 

Rockwell,  J.  E. 

Troy, 

Bradford, 

1864. 

Roebuck,  J.  H. 

Derry  Church, 

Dauphin, 

1871. 

Roebuck,  P.  J. 

Litiz, 

Lancaster, 

1866. 

Rogers,  R.  E. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Roller,  W.  C. 

Hollidaysburg, 

Blair, 

1869. 

Ross,  James 

Clarion, 

Clarion, 

1867. 

Ross,  John  D. 

Williamsburg, 

Blair, 

1863. 

Ross,  J.  Frank 

Clarion, 

Clarion, 

1870, 

Ross,  S.  M. 

Greenville, 

Beaver, 

1864. 

Row,  Herman 

Indiana, 

Indiana, 

1868. 

Rutherford,  W.  W. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1867. 

Sandt,  John  1 

Stockertown, 

Northampton, 

1871. 

Sargent,  J.  Gorham 

Morgan's  Comer, 

Montgomery, 

1870, 

Sargent,  Winthrop 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1862. 

Sarver,  William 

Noblestown, 

Alleghany, 

1869. 

♦Schneck,  B.  F. 

Lebanon, 

Lebanon, 

1863. 

♦Scholfield,  Edwin 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1864. 

Schrack,  David  H. 

Jeffersonville, 

Montgomery, 

1867. 

Schrack,  John 

(( 

u 

1862. 

Schultz,  S.  S. 

Danville, 

,  Montour, 

1867. 

Seem,  A.  K. 

Martin's  Creek, 

Northampton, 

1870. 

Seller,  Jeremiah 

Grantville, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Seller,  J.  Pierre 

(( 

(( 

1868. 

SeUer,  R.  H.   ' 

Harrisburg, 

(( 

1869. 

Seip,  Amos 

Easton, 

Northampton, 

1863. 

Seiple,  W.  G.  M. 

Orefield, 

Lehigh, 

1870. 

Semple,  John 

Wilkinsburg, 

Alleghany, 

1866. 

Senderling,  P.  M. 

Berwick, 

Columbia, 

1871. 

Shaw,  Thos.  W. 

Pittsburg, 

(( 

1866. 

Shearer,  Jas.  Y. 

Sinking  Springs, 

Berks, 

1868. 

Sheller,  Adam 

Mount  Joy, 

Lancaster, 

(( 

Shive,  Peter  C. 

Plainsville, 

Luzerne, 

1867. 

Short,  R.  N. 

Mechanicsburg, 

Cumberland, 

1867. 
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Shrawder,  Jno.  S. 
Shurlock,  Wm.  C. 
Sibbet,  R.  L. 
Slmlngton,  K.  S. 
Singer,  J.  E. 
Slocum,  A.  M. 
Smaltz,  J.  Henry 
Smith,  G.  W. 
Smith,  H.  H. 
Smith,  L.  A. 
Smith,  Robert  B. 
Smith,  S.  S. 
Snodgrass,  Joseph  H. 
Snowden,  S.  G. 
♦Somers,  Lewis  S. 
Spencer,  H.  A. 
Stanton,  David 
Stebbins,  Sumner 
Stetler,  John  G. 
Stevenson,  J.  M. 
Stewai*t,  Alex. 
Stewart,  J.  L. 
Stiles,  Samuel 
Still^,  Alfred 
Strawbridge,  J.  D. 
Strickland,  D.  H. 
Swartz,  Joseph 
Swayze,  G.  B.  H. 
Swisher,  Thos.  J. 
Thayer,  A. 
Thomas,  Isaac 
*Thomas,  R.  P. 
Thompson,  Benjamin 
Thompson,  C.  K. 
Throckmorton,  W.  S. 
Treichler,  A.  C. 
Treichler,  Jacob  F. 
Trevor,  M.  R. 
Troth,  Samuel  N. 
Trout,  H.  S. 
Turnbull,  Laurence 


P0ST-07FICS. 

Fairview, 

Darlington, 

New  Kingston, 

Danville, 

Newport, 

Philadelphia, 

HoUidaysburg, 

Philadelphia, 

New  Milford, 

Tioga, 

Driftwood, 

Pittsburg, 

Franklin, 

Philadelphia, 

Erie, 

New  Brighton, 

Chester, 

Philadelphia, 

Adamgburg, 

Shippensburg, 

Erie, 

Millerstown, 

Philadelphia, 

Danville, 

Fairview, 

Duncannon, 

Mahanoy  City, 

Jerseytown, 

Erie, 

West  Chester,     . 

Philadelphia, 

Landenberg, 

Wellsboro', 

Day's  Store, 

Elizabethtown, 

McKeansburg, 

Alleghany  City, 

Philadelphia, 

Marietta, 

Philadelphia, 


OOUNTT.  DATE  OF 

MEH'SHIP. 

Montgomery,  1870. 

Beaver,  1^69. 

Cumberland,  1870. 

Montour,  1868. 

Perry,  •  1866. 

Philadelphia,  1870. 

"  1862. 

Blair,  1866. 

Philadelphia,  1870. 

Susquehanna,  1864. 

Tioga,  1871. 

Cameron,  1871. 

Alleghany,  1869. 

Yenango,  " 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Erie,  1869. 

Beaver,  1867. 

Chester,  1863. 

Philadelphia,  1868. 
Westmoreland,    1862. 

Cumberland,  J867. 

Erie,  " 

Perry,  1863. 

Philadelphia,  1862. 

Montour,  1871. 

Erie,  1868. 

Perry,  1862. 

Schuylkill,  1870. 

Columbia,  1871. 

Erie,  1869. 

Chester,  1862. 

Philadelphia,  " 

Chester,  1870. 

Tioga,  1871. 

Greene,  1871. 

Lancaster,  1871. 

Schuylkill,  1864. 

Alleghany,  1867. 

Philadelphia,  1863. 

Lancaster,  1868. 

Philadelphia,  1864. 
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*Tutt,  Charles  P. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1863. 

Ulrich,  Daniel  A. 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1862. 

Ulrlch,  Wm.  B. 

Chester, 

Delaware, 

1870. 

XJmberger,  J.  R. 

Dauphin, 

Dauphin, 

44 

Underwood,  Gideon 

Pittston, 

Luzerne, 

U 

Van  Artsdalen,  P. 

Lower  Merion, 

Montgomery, 

44 

Van  Kirk,  T.  R. 

McKeesport, 

Alleghany, 

44 

Vanvoorhis,  J.  S. 

Bellevemon, 

Fayette, 

1869. 

Varian,  Wm. 

Titusville, 

Crawford, 

1870. 

Walker,  R.  L. 

Mansfield, 

Alleghany, 

U 

Wallace,  W.  M. 

Erie, 

Erie, 

1868. 

Webb,  W.  W. 

Wellsboro, 

Tioga, 

1869. 

Wehner,  Jacob  H. 

Qermantown, 

Philadelphia, 

1868. 

Weidman,  W.  Murray 

Reading, 

Berks, 

1867. 

Welch,  Wm.  M. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

Wells,  J.  Ralston 

(( 

4( 

1869. 

Whann,  W.  Lowrie 

Franklin, 

Venango, 

1870. 

Whitney,  M.  G. 

Kingston, 

Luzerne, 

1868. 

Wilson,  John  R. 

Washington, 

Washington, 

1867. 

Wilson,  Robert  V. 

Clearfield, 

Clearfield, 

1865. 

Winans,  Isaac 

New  Brighton, 

Beaver, 

1862. 

Witinan,  Henry  0. 

Harrisburg, 

Dauphin, 

1866. 

Wittig,  Charles  P. 

PhUadelphia, 

PhUadelphia, 

1863. 

Wood,  E.  A. 

McKeesport, 

Alleghany, 

1867. 

Worrell,  J.  Pyle 

Media, 

Delaware, 

1870. 

Worthington,  Wilmer 

West  Chester, 

Chester, 

1863. 

Yarrow,  T.  J. 

Philadelphia, 

Philadelphia, 

1870. 

♦Zeigenfuss,  A.  A. 

Buck  Mountain, 

Carbon, 

1866. 

Zeigler,  J.  S. 

Mount  Joy, 

Lancaster, 

1865. 

Ziegler,  S.  P. 

Carlisle, 

Cumberland, 

1870. 

Zitzer,  John  I. 

(( 

a 

1868. 
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Acheson,  J.  W.,  Washington,  Washington. 
Adler,  John  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Agnew,  D.  Hays,  Philadelphia. 
Ahl,  DaTid,  Newrille,  Cumberland. 
Ainey,  A.  J.,  Brooklyn,  Susquehanna. 
Ake,  Joseph  H.,  Tniliamsburg,  Blair. 
Alba,  E.  M.,  Williamsport,  Lycoming. 
Albright,  C.  B.,  c,  Muncy,  Lycoming. 
Albright,  F.  G.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster.  ' 
Alcorn,  James  P.,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 
Alexander,  J.  W.,  Oanonsburg,  Wash. 
Alexander,  W.  B.,  b.  8.,  GurwensTille, 

aearfield. 
Allen,  E.  P.,  b.  8.,  Athens,  Bradford. 
Allen,  John  M.,  Chester,  Delaware. 
Allen,  S.  H.,  Bakerstown,  Alleghany. 
Ammons,  J.  S.,  ▼.  p.,  Reading,  Berks. 
Anawalt,  James  W.,  o.  s.,  Greensburg, 

Westmoreland. 
Anderson,  T>.  Finleyrille,  Washington.  ' 
Anderson,  Joseph  W.,  Cabinet,  Montg'y. 
Anderson,  Wm.,  Lidiana,  Indiana. 
Andrews,  Thomas  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Arel,  W.  D.,  New  Bloomfield,  Perry. 
Arensberg,  L.  F.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Amholts,  M.  A.,  Birmingham,  Alleg'y. 
Arter,  J.  R.,  Oil  City,  Venango. 
Arthurs,  Biddle,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Asdale,  W.  J.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Ash,  H.  St  Clair,  o.,  Philadelphia. 
Ashhurst,  Samuel,  Philadelphia. 
Ashley,  C.  D.,  Guy's  Mills,  Crawford. 
Ashley,  C.  G.,  Wheatland,  Mercer. 
Ashmead,  Wm.,  German  town,  Phila. 
Ashton,  S.  E.,  Germantown,  Phila. 


Atkinson,  Wm.  B.,  v.  p.,  Philadelphia. 
Atlee,  John  L.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 
Atlee,  John  L.,  Jr.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 
Atlee,  Washington  L.,  Philadelphia. 
Axtell,  A.  R.,  0.,  Troy,  Bradford. 
Ayers,  Lewis  C,  Williamsport,  Lycoming. 

Bacon,  Daniel,  Wellsboro',  Tioga. 
Baker,  W.  A.,  p.,  Reedsburg,  Clarion. 
Baldwin,  L.  E.,  Philadelphia. 
Ballentine,  George  D.,  TemperanceTille, 

Alleghany. 
Barber,  John,  Sharon,  Meroer. 
Barber,  J.  H.,  Strattonyille,  Clarion. 
Barr,  A.  M.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Barr,  David  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Barr,  G.  W.,  v.  p.,  Titusville,  Crawford. 
Barr,  Robert,  t.,  Indiana,  Indiana. 
Barrett,  P.  G.,  Erie,  Erie. 
Barrett,  W.  E.,  Cambria,  Luxeme. 
Bartelson,  S.  P.,  Eellyrille,  Delaware. 
Bartholomew,  H.  L.,  b.  s.,  Warren,  War. 
Barton,  Ira,  Warterford,  Erie. 
Barton,  J.  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Barton,  Theo.  W.,  Waterford,  Erie. 
Bates,  S.  S.,  Titusrille,  Crawford. 
Batten,  John  M.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Baxter,  H.  P.,  Philadelphia. 
Baur,  Joseph,  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill. 
Beach,  Wm.  T.,  Minersrille,  Schuylkill. 
Bearer,  D.  R.,  Conshohocken,  Montg'y. 
Bell,  John,  Philadelphia. 
Benham,  Silas  N.,  o.,  Pittsburg,  Alleg'y. 
Benner,  Henry  D.,  Philadelphia. 
Bennett,  George  C,  Erie,  Erie. 
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Bennett,  J.,  New  Washington,  Clearfield. 

Best,  Dayid,  r.  b.,  Meadyille,  Crawford. 

Betz,  Israel,  Oakyille,  Camberland. 

Bicklej,  W.  M.,  DanTille,  Montour. 

Bigham,  James,  Clinton,  Alleghany. 

Birch,  Geo.  F.,  o.,  Greensboro',  Greene. 

Bird,  J.  F.,  Philadelphia. 

Bird,  Joseph  W.,  Tremont,  Schuylkill. 

Blrdsall,  S.,  Susquehanna  Depot,  Susq. 

Biseline,  G.  W.,  Newport,  Perry. 

Bixby,  Herbert  D.,  Plymouth,  Luzerne. 

Bixler,  J.  R.,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 

Blachly,  B.  M.,v.p.,Waynesburg,  Greene. 

Blachly,  S.  L.,o.,  Sparta,  Washington. 

Blakeslee,  A.  C,  Nicholson,  Susq. 

Bland,  D.  W.,  Pottsville,  Schuylkill. 

Blatohley,  J.  L.,  Eennyrille,  Tioga. 

Blodgett,  A.  C,  V.  p.,  ToungsTille,  War. 

Bloom,  F.  G.,  Martinsbnrg,  Blair. 

Boal,  G.  T.,  V.  p.,  Baden,  Beaver. 

Boggs,  S.  W.,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 

Boker,  Charles  S.,  o.,  Philadelphia. 

Belles,  Lucius  S.,  &.  8.,  Philadelphia. 

Bomberger,  Geo.  L.,  Philadelphia. 

Bonebreak,  D.  W.,  Martinsburg,  Blair. 

Borden,  H.  H.,  t.,  Tioga,  Tioga. 

Boumonville,  Aug.  C,  Philadelphia. 

Bouton,  L.  D.,  ISheffield,  Warren. 

Bowman,  A.  G.,  ,  Lancaster. 

Bowman^  J.  D.,  White  Hall,  Cumberl'd. 

Bowman,  Jas.  W.,  o.,  Watsonton,  Nor- 
thumberland (Lycoming). 

Boyd,  0.  J.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Boyer,  T.  J.,  Clearfield,  Clearfield. 

Boyle,  W.  H.,  b.  .8.,  Chambersburg, 
Franklin. 

Boyles,  R.  M.,  Rimersburg,  Clarion. 

Brackbill,  Jos.  H.,  ,  Lancaster. 

Braden,  D.  W.  t.,  Waynesburg,  Greene. 

Bradfield,  G.  W.,  Blair,  Perry. 

Bradley,  W.  H.,  b.  s.,  Danyille,  Montour. 

Brallier, ,  Grant,  Indiana. 

Brandos,  C,  Erie,  Erie. 

Brandt,  E.  B.,  b.  s.,  Meohaniosburg, 
Cumberland. 

Bredin,  Stephen,  o.,  Butler,  Butler. 

Brehm,  S.  H.,  o.,  Newville,  Cumberland. 

Brehman,  G.  E.,  Altoona,  Blair. 

Breinig,  P.  B.,  p.,  Hellertown,  Northamp. 

Brendle,  Geo.  F.,  Mahanoy  City,  Schuyl. 


Brinton,  Dan^l  G.,  Philadelphia. 
Brinton,  John  B.,  West  Chester,  Chester. 
Brinton,  William  B.,  o.  8.,  West  Chester^ 

Chester. 
Brobst,  Edward,  Leesport,  Berks. 
Brobst,  J.  A.,  0.,  BernTille,  Berks. 
Brooke,  J.  B.,  o.  s.,  Reading,  Berks. 
Brownson,  Robert  S.,  o.,  Mercersburg, 

Franklin. 
Brown,  Robert,  b.  8.,  o.,  Greensburg, 

Westmoreland. 
Brown,  T.  M.,  ClarksriUe,  Meroer. 
Brown,  Geo.  W.,  Port  Carbon,  SohuyL 
Bruce,  Geo.  D.,  o.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Brundage,  A.  T.,  Factoryrille,  Susque. 
Bruner,  Daniel  J.,  Columbia,  Lancaster. 
Brush,  Jas.  A.,  Sheakleyville,  Mercer. 
Buchanan,  J.  C,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 
Buck,  B.  S.,  Philadelphia. 
Buck,  F.  J.,  Philadelphia. 
Buehler,  H.  B.,  b.  s.,  Harrisburg,  Dauph. 
Bulkeley,  J.  E.,  Wilkesbarre,  Luierae. 
Bunn,  Wm.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Burchfield,  J.,  p.,  Clearfield,  Clearfield. 
Burchfield,  John,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Bums,  Robert,  ^rankford,  Philadelphia. 
Burpee,  Darid,  Philadelphia. 
Burroughs,  J.  S.,  o.,  Sugar  Grove,  War. 
Butler,  Samuel  W.,  Philadelphia. 
Byerle,  W.  Geo.,  Bemyille,  Berks. 

Calderwood,  A.  P.,  Tyrone,  Blair. 
Caldwell,  G.  W.,  Glen  Hope,  Clearfield. 
Caldwell,  J.  R.,  Johnstown,  Cambria. 
CaMn,  D.  M.,  Meadyille,  Crawford. 
Cantrell,  J.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Carey,  E.,  Prosperity,  Washington. 
Carey,  John,  Uniontown,  Fayette. 
Carpenter,  Henry,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 
Carpenter,  Jas.  S.,  Pottsrille,  Schuylkill. 
Carpenter,  John  T.,  Pottsrille,  SchuyL 
Carr,  A.  P.,  St.  Clair,  SchuylkilL 
Carroll,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 
Carson,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 
Case,  J.  H.,  Liyerpool,  Perry. 
Chalfant,  H.  S.,  Greenfield,  Washington. 
Chamberlain,  A.,  Brooklyn,  Susq. 
Chapin,  S.  F.,  Wattsburg,  Erie. 
Cheston,  D.  Murray,  Philadelphia. 
Chilson,  S.  L.,  Ralston,  Bradford. 
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Chrisman,  R.  S.,  b.  s.,  PottSYille,  Sohajl. 

Christ,  Theo.  S.,  T.,  Chester,  Delaware. 

Christie,  L.   H.,  o.,  Petroleam  Centre, 
Venango. 

Christy,  J.  T.,  Altoonn,  Blair. 

Christy,  R.W.,v.  p.,  Holidaysburg,  Blair. 

Cisna,  W.  R.,  Ickesburg,  Perry. 

Clagett,  W.  L.,  c,  Standing  Stone,  Bradf. 

Clagett,  L.  S.,  Penn,  Westmoreland. 

Clark,  A.  T.,  t..  Worth,  Mercer. 

Clark,  D.  D.,  Philadelphia. 

Clark,  M.  H.,  t.,  Washington,  Wash. 

Clark,  Rowan,  T.,  Bells  Mills,  Blair. 

Clark,  W.  N.,  Whitestown,  Butler. 

Claudy,  J.  C.,  NewYlUe,  Camberland. 

Cleery,  Geo.,  Upton,  Franklin. 

Gemens,  H.  S.,  Allentown,  Lehigh. 

Clinger,  P.  C,  Conestoga,  Lancaster. 

Clo?er,  W.  M.,  o.,  Lamar  tine,  Clarion. 

Coates,  Benj.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Coates,  Isaac  T.,  Chester,  Delaware. 

Coblentz,  Jos.,  our.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Coffey,  H.  T.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Cohen,  J.  Solis,  Philadelphia. 

Cole,  W.  W.,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 

Coleman,  Wm.  C,  Latrobe,  Westmorel'd. 

Collins,  B.  M.,  Doylestown,  Bucks. 

Collins,  James,  Philadelphia. 

Compton,  Wm.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 

Conklin,  B.  F.,  Fayette  City,  Fayette. 

Conklin,  G.,  p.,  Orwell,  Bradford. 

Conklin,  S.  A.,  BelleTemon,  Fayette. 

Conrad,  J.  A.,  Lower  Bern,  Berks. 

Cook,  Jos.   L.,  New  Alexandria,  West- 
moreland. 

Cooley,  Thomas  M.,  Utica,  Venango. 

Cooper,  J.  C,  Philadelphia. 

Cooler,  E.  H.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

CooTer,  J.  H.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Corbit,  W.  B.,  Philadelphia. 

Cornman,  Daniel,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 

Corson,  Elwood  M.,  Norristown,  Mont-  • 
gomery. 

Corson,   Hiram,  o.    8.,    Conshohocken, 
Montgomery. 

Corson,  Jos.  K.,  Norristown,  Montg'y. 

Corson,  Marcus  H.,  Plymouth  Meeting, 
Montgomery. 

Corson,  Wm.,  Norristown,  Montgomery. 

Corss,  Fred.,  o.,  Kingston,  Luzerne. 


Coryell,  R.  H.,  St.  Clair,  Schuylkill 
Cotton,  John  C,  p.,  MeadTille,  Crawford. 
Coulter,  G.  W.,  s.,  t.,  Slippery  Rock, 

Butler. 
Cowan,  Frank,  ,  Westmoreland. 

Cowden,  W.  R.,  o.,  Proctorsville,  Butler. 
Coxe,  T.  C,  Chatham,  Chester. 
Craig,  Alex.,  v.  p.,  Columbia,  Lancaster. 
Crass,  A.  G.,  Waynesburg,  Greene. 
Crawford,  C.  W.  V.,  Village  Green,  Del. 
Crawford,  John  B.,  c,   s.,  t.,  Wilkes- 

barre,  Luieme. 
Crawford,  J.  K.,  Cooperstown,  Venango. 
Crawford,  J.  L.,  Saltsburg,  Indiana. 
Crawford,  J.  S.,  Williamsport,  Lycom'g. 
Crawford,  Robert,  Cooperstown,  Venan. 
Cressler,   Alonzo  L.,   Conyngham,  Lu 

zeme. 
Criswell,  John,  New  Bethlehem,  Clarion. 
Crouch,  D.  0.,  c,  Curwensville,  Clearfi*d. 
CrowIy^^T.  Stanton,  Philadelphia. 
Cummins,  J.  M.,  Industry,  Beaver. 
Curran,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 
Curtis,  Levi,  Philadelphia. 
Curwen,  John,  o.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Dale,  W.  W.,  0.,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 

Daly,  W.  H.,  B.  8.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Darling,  J.  L.,  Lawrenceyille,  Tioga. 

Darlington,  H.,  Concord,  Delaware. 

Darrach,  Jas.,  Germantown,  Phila. 

Davidson,  Jas.  E.,  Greencastle,  Frank. 

Dayidson,  John  H.,  o..  Upper  Middle- 
town,  Franklin. 

Dayinney,  H.  A.,  o.;  Youngsville,  War*n. 

Dayis,  A.  J.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Dayis,  F.  F.,  b.  s.,  c,  Oil  City,  Venan. 

Davis,  M.  L.,  Rohrerstown,  Lancaster. 

Davis,  R.,  Wilkesbarre,  Luzerne. 

Davis,  Samuel  T.,  Millersville,  Lancaster. 

Day,  Alfred,  Mechaniosburg,  CumberUd. 

Dayton,  S.  W.,  Great  Bend,  Susq. 

Deal,  Lemuel  J.,  Philadelphia. 

De  La  Cossett,  H.,  Greenville,  Mercer. 

De  Long,  Daniel,  Stone  Church,  Nor- 
thampton. 

Demm^,  Theo.  A.,  Philadelphia. 

Dennis,  Welding  F.,  Wilkesbarre,  Luz*ne. 

Denny,  B.  W.,  Whitely,  Greene. 

Detwiler,  B.  H.,  Williamsport,  Lycoming. 
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Detweiler,  Saml.  B.,  CollegeTille,  Montg. 
Deyereauz,  Eobert,  ▼.  p.,  SommitTiUe, 

Cambria. 
DeWitt,  W.  R.,  Harrisburg,  Daaphin. 
DeYoung,  Philip,  Philadelphia. 
Pick,  John  H.,  Alleghany,  Alleghanjr. 
Pickenson,  Wm.  T.  W.,  Media,  Pelaware. 
Pickson,  John,  Pittsburg,  Alleghanjr. 
Pickson,  J.  G.,  Canonsbnrg,  Wash. 
Pickson,  Joseph  N.,  Pittsburg,  Allegh'y. 
Pickson,  J.  S.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
PiUe,  J.  M.,  Cooperstown,  Venango. 
Pock,  Geo.,  Harrisburg,  Pauphin. 
Podd,  E.  F.,  Van  Buren,  Washington. 
Podd,  Thad.,  Amity,  Washington. 
Ponaldson,  P.,  Moorhead,  Alleghany. 
Ponges,  J.  W.,  Ponaldson,  SchuylkilL 
Ponnelly,  E.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Pougherty,   G.  A.,  r.  s.,  Washington, 

Washington. 
Prysdale,  Thomas  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Puff,  John  M.,  Gaines,  Tioga. 
Puncan,  J.  A.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Puncan,  J.  L.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Puncan,  W.  S.,  v.  p.,  Brownsyille,  Fay*  to. 
Pundore,  A.  B.,  Reading,  Berks. 
Punglinson,  Richard  J.,  Philadelphia. 
Pusenberry,  C.  L.,  Le  Roysyille,  Bradf. 
Pyer,  John,  Poylestown,  Bucks. 

Eagleson,  P.  S.,  West  Alexander,  Wash. 
Eagleton,  Jas.  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Eastman,  Henry,  Merrittstown,  Fayette. 
Eby,  James,  Newport,  Perry. 
Edge,  John  P.,  p.,  Powningtown,  Chester. 
Edwards,  C.  C,  y.  p.,  Harford,  Susq. 
Edwards,  J.  L.,  Orangeyille,  Columbia. 
Egbert,  T.  W.,  p..  Oil  City,  Venango! 
Ehler,  J.    Augustus,  Lancaster,  Lan- 
caster. 

Eiaenman,  C.  P.  B., ,  Westmore. 

Elliott,  C.  v.,  Mansfield,  Tioga. 
Elliott,  J.  S.,  0.,  Beayer  Falls,  Beayer. 
EUiott,  Thos.  p.,  Alleghany  City,  Alle. 
Ely,  Elwood,  Burlington,  Montg*y. 
Emanuel,  Manly,  Linwood,  Pelaware. 
Emmerling,  C,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Emory,  Boyd,  Punningsyitle,  Wash. 
Engler,  G.  S.,  Bethlehem,  Northampton. 
Enoch,  H.  P.,  c,  Washington,  Wash. 


Eppley,  G.  W.,  ElUottsburg,  Perry. 
Erdman,  Wm.  B.,  p.,  Macungie,  Lehigh. 
Eshleman,  Isaac  8.,  Philadelphia. 
Eyans,  C,  Hazlewood,  Alleghany. 
Eyans,  Horace,  Philadelphia. 
Eyans,  Horace  T.,  o.,  Philadelphia. 
Eyans,  I.  Newton,  Hatborongh,  Montg'y. 
Eyans,  J.  R.,  Bloomsburg,  Columbia. 
Eyerett,  E.  E.,  Linden,  Lycoming. 
Eyeritt,  E.  A.,  Wellsburg,  N.  Y.  (Brad.) 
Eyes,  Wm.,  Newberry,  Lycoming. 

Fay,  John,  Altoona,  Blair. 
Feicht,  B.,  Alleghany  City,  Beayer. 
Fergus,  P.  G.,  Ashland,  Schuylkill, 
Fetherolf,  A.   P.,  v.   p.,  Litzenburgh, 

Lehigh. 
Fetzer,  P.,  Lumber  City,  Clearfield. 
Findley,  Wm.  M.,  Altoona,  Blair. 
Findley,  Wtti.  R.,  Altoona,  Blah*. 
Finley,  S.  Moore,  Harrisburg,  Pauphin. 
Finn,  Wm.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Fischer,  Emil,  Philadelphia. 
Fish,  A.  Hall,  y.  p.,  Philadelphia. 
Fisher,  C.  H.,  Scranton,  Luzerne. 
Fleming,  A.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Fleming,  Wm.  J.,  Philadelphia. 
Floyd,  Samuel,  Pittsburg,  AU^anj. 
Fobes,  F.  L.,  Hamburg,  Mercer. 
Foerstige,  Chas.,  Rochester,  Beayer. 
Forwood,  J.  L.,  v.  p..  Chests,  PeL 
Forwood,  J.  M.,  Chester,  Pelaware. 
Forwood,  J.  M.  F.,  Chester,  Pelaware. 
Foster,  J.  M.,  Clintonyille,  Venango. 
Foster,  W.,  Pioneer,  Venango. 
Foster,  W.  S.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Foulke,  Chas.,  p..  New  Hope,  Bucks. 
Foulke,  Jos.,  K.  8.,  Buckingham,  Bucks. 
Foulke,  R.  C,  o.  s..  New  Hope,  Bucks. 
Fox,  G.  T.,  Bath,  Northampton. 
Frick,  Wm.  S.,  Philadelphia. 
Frick^,  Albert,  Philadelphia. 
Frischkom,  Chas.,  Moscow,  Luzerne. 
Fuller,  Smith,  t..  Union  town,  Fayette. 
Fulton,  M.  H.,  Sandy  Lake,  Mercer. 

Galbraith,  P.  C,  ▼.  p.,  c,  Polk,  Venan. 
Galbraith,  Jas.,  o.  s.,  Landisburg,  Perry. 
Gallaher,  T.  J.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Gamble,  G.  M.,  Harford,  Susqueha 
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QardDor,  E.  L.,  b.  s.,  Montrose,  Sasq. 
Oardner,  P.  H.,  CUfford,  Susqaehanna. 
Garrettson,  Jas.  E.,  Darby,  Delaware. 
Gayley,  Jas.  F.,  Philadelphia. 
Gebhard,  Lewis  P.,  Philadelphia. 
Gelwiz,  J.  M.,  Upper  Strasborg,  Frank. 
Gemmill,  J.  M.,  Altoona,  Blair. 
Gemmill,  J.  M.,  Jr.,  Tyrone,  Blair. 
Gerhard,  A.  S.,  Philadelphia. 
Gctchell,  J.  A.,  Blair,  Perry. 
Gibbs,  J.  W.,  Hyde  Park,  Luzerae. 
Gibner,  E.  X.,  Sand  Lake,  Mercer. 
Giddings,  N.  C,  Mill  City,  Lnzeme. 
Gilbert,  J.  A.,  Carmichaers,  Greene. 
Gilbert,  Wm.  Kent,  Philadelphia. 
Gilfillan,  W.,  West  Alexander,  Wash. 
Gillett,  B.,  Franklin,  Venango. 
Gilmore,  W.  J.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Girrin,  Robert  M.,  Philadelphia. 
Gittings,  J.  B.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Goehring,  C.  L., ^  Westmoreland. 

Goheen,  B.  F.,  New  Bethlehem,  Clarion. 
Goodell,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 
Gordon,  J.  C,  Waynesburg,  Greene. 
Graham,  F.  R.,  Chester,  Delaware. 
Graham,  Samuel,  Butler,  Butler. 
Graham,  T.  P.,  Temperanoeyille,  Alle. 
Graul,  George,  Danville,  Montour. 
Gray  don,  W.,  Dauphin,  Dauphin. 
Green,  Trail,  Easton,  Northampton. 
Green,  W.  N.,  Hop  Bottom,  Susque. 
Griffin,  J.  E.,  North  East,  Erie. 
Griffiths,  Amos  W.,  Philadelphia. 
Grim,  Henry  A.,  Allentown,  Lehigh. 
Grisnmer,  E.  E.,  Oley,  Berks. 
Griswold,  E.,  Sharon,  Mercer. 
Gritshall,    Frank,    New    Germantown, 

Perry. 
Gronard,  J.  H.,  Alleghany  City,  AUeg'y. 
Groomes,  J.  B.,  Brownsrille,  Fayette. 
Gross,  A.  H.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Gross,  C.  S.,  Freemansburg,  Northamp. 
Gross,  Samuel  D.,  Philadelphia. 
GroYO,  G.,  p..  Big  Spring,  Cumberland^ 
GroYO,  John  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Guhard,  J.  G.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 
Guldin,  B.  P.,  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill. 
Gunkle,  Wm.  H.,  White  Horse,  Chester. 

Haberaoker,  E.  0.  N.,  Tyrone,  Blwr. 


Haberacker,  H.,  Molltown,  Berks. 

Haggarty,  Wm.,  Scranton,  Luzerne. 

Halberstadt,  A.  H.,  PottsriUe,  Schuyl. 

Hall,  A.  Douglass,  Philadelphia. 

Hall,  L.  G.,  North  East,  Erie. 

Halsey,  C.  C,  p.,  Montrose,  Susq. 

Halsey,  Wm.  S.,  Philadelphia. 

Hamilton,  B.  F.,  Emlenton,  Venango. 

Hamilton,  George,  Philadelphia. 

Hamilton,  John,  Alleghany  City,  Alle. 

Hamilton,  W.  R.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Hammett,  C.  J.,  Carrick  P.  0.,  Alleg*y. 

Handrick,  D.  L.,  Friendsrille,  Susq. 

Hardtmeyer,  T.,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 

Harley,  J.  H.,  Dewart,  Northumberland 
(Lycoming). 

Harlow,  Lewis  D.,  Philadelphia. 

Harper,  Andrew,  Bakerstown,  Alleg'y. 

Harris,  A.  J.,  Hellertown,  Northampton. 

Harrison,  F.  C,  Lewisburg,  Union  (Col. 
and  Mont.). 

Harry,  Darid  W.,  Conshohooken,  Mont. 

Hartman, ,  Pittston,  Luzerne. 

Hartwiok,  J.  B.,  o.,  Clearfield,  Clearft'd. 

Harrey,  Elwood,  Chester,  Delaware. 

Harrey,  Sam.,  Jenkintown,  Montg'y. 

Hassler,  James  P.,  o.  s.,  o.,  Cochranton, 
Crawford. 

Hatfield,  Nathan,  a.  s.,  Philadelphia. 

Hatfield,  N.  L.,  Philadelphia. 

Hay,  Thomas,  Philadelphia. 

Hays,  D.  D.,  o.,  Shippensburg,  Cumb. 

Hays,  R.  C,  Shippensburg,  CumberVd. 

Hays,  D.  S.,  v.  p.,  Holidaysburg,  Blair. 

Hays,  M.  P.,  Temperanoeyille,  Alleg'y. 

Hayward,  H.,  Greason,  Cumberland. 

Hazeltine,  W.  V.,  p.,  Warren,  Warren. 

Hazlett,  J.  C,  0.,  New  Salem,  Fayette. 

Heggie,  A.  J.,  Osceola,  Tioga. 

Hellyer,  Edwin,  Philadelphia. 

Helsby,  Thos.  H.,  Williamsport,  Lyco- 
ming. 

Helwig,  Theo.  A.,  Minersrille,  Schuyl. 

Henderson,  J.  D.  W.,  Altoona,  Blair. 

Hendrie,  Wm.  S.,  Doylestown,  Bucks. 

Herbst,  Wm.,  o.,  Trexlertown,  Lehigh. 

Heritage,  Joseph,  Phihulelphia. 

Herman,  A.  J.,  Carlisle,  Cumberland. 

Hermany,  P.,  Mahanoy  City,  Schuylkill. 

Herr,  A.  J.,  o.  s.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 
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Herr,  M.  L.,  t.,  l.,  Lancaster,  Lancaster. 
Herron,  W.  M.,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 
Hewitson,  A.  H.,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 
He^wson,  Addinell,  Philadelphia. 
Heysham,  C.  S.,  c,  Newtown  Sq.,  DePre. 
Hezlep,  W.  B.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg'y. 
Hickman,  N.,  Philadelphia. 
Hill,  S.  E.,  DnnningsTille,  Washington. 
Hillier,  J.  W.,  West  Middlesex,  Mercer. 
Hine,  E.  C,  Philadelphia. 
Hinkle,  A.  G.  B.,  Philadelphia. 
Hinkle,  F.,  Colnmbia,  Lancaster. 
Hodge,  Hagh  L.,  Philadelphia. 
Hodge,  H.  Lenox,  Philadelphia. 
Hoffman,  E.  M.,  ClintonTille,  Venango. 
Hoffman,  W.  A.,  Philadelphia. 
Holt,  J.  P.,  Philadelphia. 
Homet,  Volney,  c,  Camp  town,  Bradford. 
Hooke,  B.  P.,  LoysTllle,  Perry. 
Hooper,  Wm.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
HooTer,  N.  M.,  o..  North  Hope,  Bntler. 
Hopkins,  E.,  r.  s.,  Marshalton,  Chester. 
Hombeck,  M.  E.,  Catasauqua,  Lehigh. 
Homer,  Caleb  W.,  Philadelphia. 
Horton,  Geo.  F.,  t.,  Terry  town,  Bradf. 
Hosack,  J.  P.,  Mercer,  Mercer. 
Hottenstein,  E.,  Eatztown,  Berks. 
Hoapt,  Charles,  Norristown,  Montg'y. 
Howell,  Wm.  M.,  Cogan  Station,  Lycom. 
Howland,  C.  A.,  ▼.  p.,  Shippensbnrg, 

Comberland. 
Hnckel,  Jacob,  Philadelphia. 
Huffman,  D.  C,  McEeesport,  Alleghany. 
Hughes,  John  W.,    v.   p.,  Blairsville, 

Indiana. 
Hulings,  M.  S.,  Birmingham,  Alleghany. 
Hull,  Thos.  R.,  p.,  Milton,  Columbia. 
Hull,Wm.  R.,  p.,  Williamsport,  Lycom. 

Humphrey, ,  Bethlehem,  Northl^np. 

Humphrey,  Wm.  T.,  Osceola,  Tioga. 
Hunt,  Wm.,  Philadelphia. 
Hun8berger,W.  E.,  Maiden  Creek,  Berks. 
Hunter,  David,  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill. 
Hunter,  J.  C,  Ligonier,  Westmoreland. 
Hunter,  Wm.  A.,  ▼.  p.,  o.,  Upper  Stras- 

burg,  Franklin. 
Hunter,  W.  8.,  Turtle  Creek,  Alleghany. 
Huntzinger,  Edward,  Schuylkill  Hayen, 

Schuylkill. 
Huselton,  W.  S.,  Alleghany  City,  Alle. 


Hutchinson,  J.  P.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 
Hutchinson,  Jas.  H.,  Philadelphia. 
Hutton,  J.  H.,  Harrisburg,  Dauphin. 

Iddings,  W.,  Worth,  Mercer. 

Irwin,  Crawford,  s.,  Holidaysburg,  Blair. 

Irwin,  Wm.,  y.  p..  Breakneck,  Butler. 

Jack,  Wm.,  Eent,  Indiana. 
Jackson,  James  E.,  o.,  Fa^ston,  Beayer. 
James,  H.  C,  Wilkesbarre,  Lnieme. 
James,  0.  P.,  y.  p.,  Doylestown,  Bucks. 
Jamison,  W.  W.,  Loretto,  Cambria. 
Jillson,  B.  C,  c.  s.,  PitUburg,  Allcgh'y. 
Johnson,  B.  F.,  Shamburg,  Venango. 
Johnston,  James,  o.    8.,    Connelsyille, 

Fayette. 
Jones,  M.  0.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Jordan,  A.  S.,  ReigelsyiUe,  Bucks. 
Junkin,  John  M.,  e.  s.,  Easton,  North'n. 

Eauffman,  J.  H.,  Minersyille,  SchuyUdlL 
Eeiffer,  S.  B.,  o.  s.,  Carlisle,  Cumberrd. 
Eeller,  D.  C,  o.,  Union  Deposit,  Dauph. 
Eeller,  F.,  Birmingham,  Alleghany. 
Eeller,  H.  D.,  Union  Deposit,  Dauphin. 

Eemerer,  J.  W.  B., ,  Westmorel'd. 

Eennedy,  Alfred  L.,  Philadelphia. 
Eennedy,  Thomas  M.,  New  Franklin, 

Franklin. 
Eerlin,  Isaac  N.,  &.  s.,  Media,  Delaware. 
Eerr,  Jas.,  Birmingham,  Alleghany. 
Eing,  C.  B.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleghany. 
Eing,  Geo.  A.,  &.  s.,  Lancaster,  Lancas. 
Eing,  Jas.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 
Eing,  Wm.,  p.,  Monongahela  City,  Wash. 
Eirkbride,  Thos.  S.,  Philadelphia. 
Eirker,  John,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg'y. 
Eistler,  £.  H.,  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill. 
Elapp,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 
Eleine,  L.  B.,  Catawissa,  Columbia. 
Eline,  G.  W.  E.,  Iryintown,  WestmorelM. 
Eline,  Wm.  0.,  Philadelphia. 
Elotz,  C,  T.,  Lamartine,  Clarion. 
Enapp,  C.  B.,  Steyensyille,  Bradford. 
Enight,  S.  R.,  Philadelphia. 
Enight,  Wm.  L.,  Philadelphia. 
Enipe,  J.  0.,  t.,  Norristown,  Montj^y. 
Enox,  S.  B.  P.,  E.  s.,  Brownsyille,  Fay. 
Enox,  Wm.  F.,  McEeesport,  Alleghany. 
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Kramer,  P.  L.,  p.,  Greensboro',  Greene. 
Kreoker,  Fred.,  Oressona,  Sohnylkill. 
Kreye,  Carl,  Oley,  Berks. 
Eahne,  John  S.,  McKeesport,  AllegVy. 
Eoho,  L.  DeB.,  o.,  Reading,  Berks. 
Kurtz,  S.  L.,  Reading,  Berks. 

Ladd,  C.  R.,  Towanda,  Bradford. 

Ladd,  Horace,  o.,  Scranton,  Luzerne. 

Laidley,  J.  B.,  o.,  Garmichael's,  Greene. 

Laidley,L.  H.,  o.s.,  Carmichael*8,  Greene. 

Laidley,  Thos.  H.,  CarmichAers,  Greene. 

Landis,  Henry,  Marietta,  Lancaster. 

Landis,  Joseph  A.,  Philadelphia. 

Lane,  Samuel  G.,  o.  s.,  Chambersburg, 
Franklin. 

Lane,  Wm.  B.,  Philadelphia. 

Lange,  C.  C,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Langfitt,  G.  W.,  p.,  New  Scottsrille, 
BeaTcr. 

Langfitt,  W.  J.,  Alleghany  City,  Alleg*y. 

Lank,  J.  L.,  Finleyyllle,  Washington. 

Laubach,  Stephen,  Easton,  Northampt 

Lauman,W.  N.,  Mt.  Holly  Springs,  Cumb. 

Leaman,  B.,  p.,  Leaman  Place,  Lanoas. 

Leaman,  Henry,  Philadelphia. 

Leasure,  D.,  Alleghany,  Alleghany. 

Lee,  Benjamin,  Philadelphia. 

Lee,  R.  H.,  Philadelphia. 

Leedom,  E.  C,  Plymouth  Meeting,  Mont 

Leet,  F.  H.,  GreeuTille,  Mercer. 

Leidy,  Joseph,  Philadelphia. 

Leinbach,  A.  N.,  Bethlehem,  Northamp. 

Leiser,  J.  J.,  Muncy,  Lycoming. 

Le  Moyne,  P.*  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Lenher,  L.  H.,  Allen,  Cumberland. 

Leslie,  J.  D.,  Susquehanna  Depot,  Sus- 
quehanna. 

LcTis,  Mahlon  M.,  Philadelphia. 

Levis,  Richard  J.,  Philadelphia. 

Lewis,  D.  W.,  Pittsburg,  Alleghany. 

Lewis,  Jas.  M.,  Wyoming,  Luzerne. 

Lewis,  Jas.  R  ,  p.,  TruzTille,  Luzerne. 

Linderman,  R.  J.,  Quakertown,  Bucks. 

Lindley,  Henry  S.,  Perryrille,  Alleg'y. 

Lindley,  L.,  Connelsyille,  Fayette. 

Linea weaver,  J.  A.,  Columbia,  Lancas. 

Lineaweaver,  S.  T.,  Millerstown,  Perry. 

Linn,  Geo.  A.,  Monongabela  City,  Wash. 

Linnenbrlnk,  J.,  Rochester,  Beayer. 


Little,  J.  H.,  West  Alexander,  Wash. 
Litz,  T.  J.,  Osceola,  Clearfield. 
Livingston,  J.  B.,  y.  p.,  West  Middlesex, 

Mercer., 
Logan,  0.,  Albion,  Erie. 
Logan,  Samuel,  Greensburg,  Westmor. 
Long,  Uriah,  Tamaqua,  Schuylkill. 
Longsdorf,   W.    H.,   v.   p.,   Dickinson, 

Cumberland. 
Longstreth,   M.  Fisher,  Upper  Darby, 

Delaware. 
Loop,  A.  M.,  Nelson,  Tioga. 
Loop,  D.  D.,  0.,  North  East,  Erie. 
Loose,  C.  G.,  Mechanicsburg,  Cumber. 
Lowman,  John,  Johnstown,  Cambria. 
Lowman,  W.  B.,  p.,  Johnstown,  Cambria. 
Lowman,  W.   H.,  Mt    Holly  Springs, 

Cumberland. 
Lukens,  Anna,  Plymouth  Meeting,  Mont. 
Lyon,  Chas.,  Montourville,  Lycoming. 
Lyon,  Edward,  o.,  Williamsport,  Lyc*g. 
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Berks  County,  227 

Dr.    Parrish's    resolutions    on 
opium,  etc.,  227 

business  committee,  228 


Minutes  of  22d  session,  continued — 

New  York  representatives  re- 
ceived, 228 
Dr.  Daly's  resolutions  on  regis- 
tration, 228 
committee  on  same,  228 
list  of  delegates,  etc.,  228 
Dr.  Halberstadt's  difficulty  with 

Schuylkill  County,  283 
Dr.  Findley's  case,  283 
committee  on  nominations,  283 
Dr.  Lee's  resolution  for  a  bul- 
letin, 288 
report  of  committee  of  publica- 
tion, 284 
prostatic  catheter,  284 
Dr.  TurnbuU's  paper,  284 
Dr.  Lee's  apparatus,  234 
address  of  the  President,  286 
Dr.  Gross'  resolution  for  special 

reports,  286 
amendments    to    constitution, 

236 
amendment  to  ethics,  286 
Berks  County  Society,  236 
amendment  to  by-laws,  236 
treasurer's  report,  286 
Dr.   Green's  resolution   to  re- 
scind action  of  1860,  286 
Dr.  Cohen's  proviso,  237 
vote  on  same,  237 
auditor's  report,  287 
appointment  of    members    to 

prepare  reports,  288 
education  of  nurses,  288 
Dr.  Pancoast's  resolutions  on  a 

medal,  etc.,  288 
Dr.  Allen's  resolution  on  selling 

diplomas,  238 
expenses  of  secretary,  238 
Dr.  Hellsby's  resolution,  289 
Dr.  Gross'  resolution  on  aged 

members,  239 
Dr.  Parrish's  resolution  on  Dr. 

Condie,  239 
censors  report  on   Dr.  Ehler, 

239 
Dr.  Lee's  paper,  239 
resolution  on  vaccination,  239 
committee  on  same,  240 
amendment     to     constitution, 

240 
Dr.  Pollock's  resolution  on  mal- 
practice, 240 
.    "  thanks,"  240 
resolution    of   thanks    to    Dr. 

Mayburry,  241 
officers,  etc.,  for  1872,  241 
delegates  to  Massachusetts,  246 
censors,  etc.,  changed,  246 
address  of  Dr.  Crawford,  246 
"  thanks,"  246 
Mineral  acids,  866,  483 
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Mixsal,  Dr.  J. 

phthisis,  142 

uterine  troubles,  142 
Monstrosity,  168,  826 
Montgomery  County,  report  of 

patents,  182 

bandaging  in  parturition,  188 

ice  treatment,  188 

obstetrics,  183 

alcoholics,  184 

new  remedies,  184 

meteorology,  185 

Tariola,  869 

Tarioloid,  869 

Taccination,  869 
Moody,  Dr.  H.  P.,  notice  of,  92 
Mortuary  report  of  Pittsburg,  810 

tables,  146,  414 
Muriatic  acid,  488. 


N 


Neorologieal  notices 

Dr.  J.  M.  Good,  94 
Dr.  J.  Humphreys,  120 
Dr.  F.  Irish,  81 
Dr.  J.  F.  Lamb,  419 
Dr.  E.  H.  Mason,  817 
Dr.  H.  P.  Moody.  92 
Dr.  E.  Swift,  144 
Dr.  J.  K.  Swift,  87^ 
Dr.  C.  H.  Wanner,  87 
Necrosis,  86 
Nerrous  deafhess,  289 
Neuralgia,  144,  314 

of  plexus  tympani,  288 
New  remedies,  83,  96,  97,  184,   141, 

154,  846,  877 
New  Tork  and  Philadelphia  death-rates 

compared,  891 
Nitro-muriatic  acid,  865 
Nomenclature  of  disease,  865 
Northampton  County,  report  of 
scarlatina,  189, 140 
rubeola,  189 
typhoid,  189 
rubeola,  140 
pneumonia,  140 
ooi^unotiritis,  140 
new  remedies,  141 
prevalent  diseases,  142 
Nye,  Dr.,  malarious  disease,  88 
cynanche,  88 
new  remedies,  88 


Obstetrics,  84,  85,  99,  100,  101,  109, 
114,  129,  188,  154,  826,  882,  346, 
850,  858,  367,  877,  424 

Obstetric  quaclLery,  123 


Opiates  in  obstetrics,  188 
OtiUs;  286,  288 
Ovariotomy,  856 


Paracentesis,  188,  835 

Parry,  Dr.  J.  S.,  on  relapsing  fever,  893 

Parturition,  bandaging  in,  85,  131,  188, 

858 
Patents,  surgical,  188 
Pelvis,  fixture  of,  367 
Perforation  of  membrana  tympani,  289 
Periostitis  of  ear,  288 
Permanent  members,  195,  471 
Perry  County,  report  of,  145 
Pertussis,  89,  96,  127,  145,  155,  156 
Pharyngitis,  121 
Philadelphia  and  New  Tork  death-rates, 

891 
Philadelphia    County,  report   of;    146, 
885 
-  analysis  of  deaths,  148 

meteorology,  885 

variola,  885 

vaccination,  885 

rains,  886 

temperature,  886 

electricity,  886 

hail  storm,  886 

aurora  boreales,  887 

deaths,  887 

analysis  of  deaths,  889 

epidemics,  891 

scarlatina,  891 

relapsing  fever,  892 

yellow  fever,  404 

meteorological  tables,  411 
Phillips,  Dr.,  puerperal  fever,  882 

typhoid,  882 

obstetrics,  832 
Phimosis,  143 
Phosphoric  acid,  438 
Phthisis,  142,  835,  387,  486 
Physicians,  deaths  of,  119 
Pitting  in  variola,  866 
Pittsburg,  mortuary  report,  810 
Pittston  horror,  860 
Placenta  prssria,  358 
Pneumonia,  84, 127,  184,  140,  828,  847, 

868,  424,  427,  438 
Poisoning  with  aconite,  424 

with  rhus  toxicodendron,  141, 
Population  of  Philadelphia,  390 
Polypus,  uterine,  162 
Post-mortems,  fees  for,  152 
Potassium,  bromide  of,  85,  119,    128, 
129,  184, 154, 156,158, 867,  871,  878, 
437,  438 
Pregnancy,  extra-uterine,  428 
PresidentA,  193,  469 
Presidents  address,  89,  247 
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Prolapse  of  funis,  106 

Propylamin,  856 

Prostate,  enlargemeDt  of,  89 

Prostatic  catheter,  800 

Pablioation,  report  of  committee  of,  58, 

284 
Puerperal   conToIsions,  129,   184,   840, 
878 
foTer,  882,  888 
Purulent  otitis,  287 
Pyroligneous  acid,  826 


Quacks,  85 
Quackery,  128,  124 
Quail,  Dr.  C.  E. 

monstrosity,  168 
Quinine,  84 


B 


Rains  in  Philadelphia,  886 
Reagan,  Dr.  6.  L. 
pneumonia,  424 
croup,  424 

aconite  poisoning,  424 
typhoid,  424 
obstetrics,  424 
Reid,  Dr.  J.  K. 

obstetric  binder,  183 
puerperal  convulsions,  184 
Relapsing  fever,  892 
Remittents,  88,  84,  97,  866,  426 
Report  firom  Alleghany,  81,  807 

Beaver,  88,  814 

Berks,  87 

Bradford,  89,  816 

Chester,  94 

Columbia  and  Montour,  95, 820 

Cumberland,  108,  825 

Delaware,  112,  827 

Erie,  119 

Payette,  121,  880 

Indiana,  887 

Lancaster,  842 

Luzerne,  854 

Mercer,  126,  868 

Montgomery,  182,  869 

Northampton,  189,  376 

Perry,  145 

Philadelphia,  146,  885 

Schuylkill,  152,  428 

Venango,  482 

Westmoreland,  485 
of  committee  on  law  for  Yaccina- 
tion,  66 
of  publication,  58,  284 

treasurer,  54,  278 
on  charter,  56 

inspection  of  drugs,  67 
special,  from  Schuylkill  County,  60 


Rheumatism,   90,   112,   154,  158,  815, 

856,  868 
Rhus  toxicodendron,  poisoning  by,  141 
Roebuck,  Dr.  P.  J.,  scarlatina,  842 

pneumonia,  342 

typhoid,  842 

chloral,  842 

veratrum  viride,  842 

wounds,  848 
Ross,  Dr.  S.  M.,  report  by,  126 

catarrhal  fever,  127 
*     scarlatina,  127 

rubeola,  127,  866 

pertussis,  127 

pneumonia,  127 

typhoid,  128,  866 

bromide  of  potassium,  128,  867 

diphtheria,  129 

epistaxis,  129 

obstetrics,  129,  867 

remittents,  866 

alkalies,  866 

worms  in  a  tumor,  867 

surgery,  367 
Rothrock,  Dr.  J.  T. 

West  Pittston  horror,  860 

medical  botany,  861 
Rubeola,  121,  127,  189,  140,  148,  158, 
155, 156,  816,  849,  855;  866,  870,  428, 
426 
Rupture  of  bladder,  102 


S 


Sandt,  Dr.  J. 

diarrhoea,  etc.,  148 
typhoid,  148 
rubeola,  148 
hernia,  148 
neuralgia,  144 
Santonine,  868 

Scarlatina,  96,  108,  112,  114,  121,  127, 
139,  140, 148, 158, 155,  808,  815, 
816,  822,  825,  884,  842,  844,  847, 
849,  855, 865,  870.  877,  878, 891, 
428,  425,  427,  482 
contagion  of,  108 
ice  in,  188,  816 
second  attacks  of,  121 
Schuylkill  County,  report  of,  152,  428 
Medical  Society,  special  report 
ft-om,  60 
Second  attacks  of  scarlatina,  121 
Seem,  Dr.  A.  K. 

scarlatina,  377 
Seip,  Dr.  A. 

scarlatina,  877 
Senderling,  Dr. 
pertussis,  96 
new  remedies,  96,  97 
erysipelas,  97 
typhoid  fever,  97 
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Senderling,  Dp  — 

obstetrics,  99,  100,  101 
remittents,  98 
rapture  of  bladder,  102 
influeDza,  820 
report  by,  320 
Sheller,  Dr.  A. 

soarlatina,  847,  849 
pneumonia,  347 
diphtheria,  847,  849 
diarrhoea,  848 

Teratrum  yiride,  848  • 

rubeola,  849 
obstetrics,  860 
Ship-fever,  426 

Sibbet,  R.  L.,  craniotomy  instrument,  75 
Slate,  376 
Soda,  bisulphite  of,  128 

chlorate  of,  antidote  for  rhus  toxi- 
codendron, 141 
sulphite  of,  96 
sulpho-carbolate  of,  355 
Special  report  from  Schuylkill  County 

Medical  Society,  CO 
Spleen,  enlargement  of,  486 
Splint  for  spinal  our?ature,  297 
Squire,  Dr.    T.  H.,  prostatic  catheter, 

800 
Standing  resolutions,  177,  454 
SUtement  of  Dr.  Halberstadt,  276 
Stevenson,  Dr.  J.  M. 
scarlatina,  485 

cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  485 
ice  treatment,  485 
phthisis,  486 
spleen  enlargement,  486 
traumatic  tetanus,  487 
chloral,  437 
curare,  437 
Stimulants,  884 
Strychnia  and  chloroform,  70 
Sulphites,  820,  427 
Sulphite  of  soda,  96 
Sulpho-carbolate  of  soda,  855 
Summer  complaints,  428 
Surgery,  110,  114,  154,  158,  846,  856, 

867,  428 
Swayze,  Dr.  G.  B.  H. 
scarlatina,  155 
pertussis,  155,  150 
rubeola,  155,  156 
new  remedies,  155 
surgery,  158 
rheumatism,  158 
Swift,  Dr.  E.,  notice  of,  144 

J.  K.,  notice  of,  879 
Swisher,  Dr.  T.  J. 
malaria,  822 
typhoid,  822 
scarlatina,  822 
dysentery,  828 
pneumonia,  828 
bleeding,  824 


Tsenia,  863 

Tar,  as  a  hygienic,  142 
Taraxacum,  155 

Taylor,  John,  meteorological  report  by, 
386 

Dr.  J.  H. 

relapsing  ferer,  898 

Dr.  W.  H. 

on  yellow  ferer,  404 
Tetanus,  437 
Thompson,  Dr.  L.  M. 

scarlatina,  425 

ice  treatment,  425 

rabeola,  426 
Throat,  foreign  body  in,  116 
Thrombus,  85 

Thyroid  dislocation  of  hip,  291 
Tracheotomy,  116 

Transactions  of  the  Society,  list  of,  275 
Traumatic  tetanus,  487 
Treasurer's  report,  54,  278 
Treichler,  Dr.  A.  C,  diphtheria,  851 

Teratrum  yiride,  852 

carbolic  acid,  858 

croup,  358 
Tumor,  uterine,  99,  100 

worms  in  a,  867 
Typhoid  ferer,  89,  97,   112,   128,  130, 
143, 145, 154,  307,  322,  832,  842,  364, 
863,  866,  424,  426,  432 
Typho-malarial  fever,  424 
Turnbull,  Dr.  L. 

on  diseases  of  the  ear,  284 

memoir  of  Dr.  Lamb,  419 


U 


Underwood,  Dr. 

rheumatism,  856 
chloral,  856 
hydrophobia,  856 
surgery,  866 

Uterine  polypus,  162,  489 
troubles,  142,  438 
tumors,  99, 100 


Vegetables  of  1870,  890 
Vaccination,  369,  385,  428 

increases  the  susceptibility  to  other 
diseases,  428 

law  for,  66 
Valerianate  of  line,  814 
Van  Voorhis,  Dr.  J.  S. 

report  by,  880 
Variola,  355,  366,  885 
Venango  County,  report  of,  482 
Venesection,  324,  369 
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Veratrum  viride,  97,  118,  816,  823,  342, 
848,  852,  485 


W 

Wahoo  root,  877 

Wallace,  Dr.  W.  M.,  address  of,  89 

report  by,  119 

cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  119 
Wanner,  Dr.  C.  H.,  notice  of,  87 
Wasbbam,  Dr. 

litbotomy,*857 
Watson,  Dr.  E.  W. 

relapsing  fever,  896 
Welch,  Dr.  W.  M. 

on  relapsing  fe?er,  898 
Wells,  Dr.  W.  L. 

report  by,  146 
West  Pittston  horror,  360 
Westmoreland  County,  report  of,  485 
Winans,  Dr.  I. 

necrosis,  86 


Winans,  Dr.  I. — 

bromine,  86 
Wood,  Dr.  E.  A.,  report  by,  807 
Worms,  effects  on  health,  864 

in  a  tumor,  867 
Wounds  of  abdomen,  888 

gunshot,  118 


Yellow  fever,  404,  418 


Zeigler,  Dr.  J.  L.,  report  by,  108 
Dr.  S.  P. 

scarlatina,  108 

obstetrics,  109 

craniotomy,  110 

surgery,  110 
Zinc,  valerianate  of,  814 
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